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PErELIMINARY, 


With a few Words upon Fig-faced Lcidies, 


BIOGRAPHIES of men who have essentially differed 
from the rest of the human nice, either by their having 
been born with some peculiar congenital defect, or possessing 
an eccentricity of chai’acter, which inevitably impels them to 
overleap and trespass from the boundaries of the beaten high¬ 
way of conventional life, have been in aU times eagerly sought 
after by the curious inquirer into human nature. Indeed, it is 
probable that the fables attributed to JEsop have maintained 
their long populaiity, in all the languages of the globe, from 
the simple lact that their author was said to be extremely 
deformed from his birth—that he 4)assed through life ip the 
servile condition of a slave, and met his tragical end at last by 
the unjust cruelty of the mistaken inhabitants of Delphi. 

There is a great change, too, in the manners and customs of 
^le people of England, that renders a book like this still more 
interesting at the present time. We have nearly lost all, and 
are daily losing' what little remains of, our individuality; all 
people and all places seem now to be alike; and the railways 
are, no doubt, the principal cause of this change. For railway 
stations, all over the world, seem to have a strong, we might 
almost call it a family, resemblance to each other; *while therF 
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Bon, with more justice, said to Boswell, “ A raau who both 
' spends and saves money is the happiest man, because he has 
both enjoyments.” 

A good story, relating to our subject, is told of the femous 
Prince of Condo. He on one occasion, ’prhon leaving his coun¬ 
try house, left liis son, then just nine years of age, the large 
sum of fifty louis-d’or to spend, while he himself was absent in 
Paris. On bis return, the boy came to lum triumphantly, say¬ 
ing, “ Papa, here is all the money safe ; I nev'er touched it 
once.” The Princp, without mokiug any reply, took his son 
to the window, and quietly emptied all tlie money out of the 
pujw. Then ho said, “If you have nmthor virtue enough to 
give away your money, nor’spirit enough to sjxmd it, always do 
this for the future, that the poor may have a chance of getting 
some of it." History tells us that this lesspn, so difierent from 
what he anticipated, was not lost on the youth; and when he 
grew to bo a man, no one was so prudent in turning his wealth 
to so good an account as the son of the renowned Prince of 
(.’onde. And we verily Wlieve that this book, displaying such 
characters as Elwos, Co'oko, Dancer, and D’Aguilar, in al| their 
naked deformity, is likely to do more good than a thousand 
iKunilies against the avaricious sin of hoarding up treasures 
upon earth, “ where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break tlirough and steal.” 

_^NOTnER lesson to mankind is found in the life of Count 
Boruwlaski, whose portrait, with a short biography, are 
given elsewhere in the present work. TliougU a dwarf and a 
foreigner, his prospects ruined in his own ,counllry, and unac¬ 
quainted with the language spoken here, yet, by his tranquil, 
contented disposition, his unstained cliai’actor, aird bis true 
politeness, he made himself hosts of friends, who tenderly 
solaced the long life of the petit Count; for ho reached,the 
great-age of ninety-eight years. And when his last scene was 
''over—when •glim death at length claimed iris own in the per- 
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son of tlie little man, at Banks C<fea^e, Durham, in 1837—his^ 
remains were huried close to tho® of Ste|)hen Kemble, in the. 
Nine Altars of Durham } while iu;the|»ai^h church of St-Mary- ’ 
the-Less a noat mural tablet of wliite '’^tone, erected by his 
friends, bears an inscription to Jhis memory j souisowoU was 
he beloved by the inhabitants of Du^am, that a bend in the 
river Were,'which almost surroiijlds the dty, is stiil called the 
" Count’s Corner. 

It was not onlyljy the'|>oois5’inhabitaiits of Durham that the 
Count was esteemed'; he wea^troatod with ail the respect due 
to his unsullied r^utaiion ^ Oeorju^e IV., then the greatest 
man in the empire. It is not often, now a^ays, that wo hear 
the Fourth George well spoken of, and we feol happy in having 
to do so now. It is $ grfeat mistake-to suppose that, because a 
man is a voltuptuaocy^. and much more remarkable for his good 
manners than for Me good morals,'■^at he is therefore a person 
u holly bad. There really is no such being as one wholly bad, 
or wholly good either, ^very human being is a mktiue of 
various, and often apparently incongruous, elements, one re¬ 
lieving and redeeming the other, sometimes one assuming a 
predominance, and sometimes another^—very much as the acci- 
deiital provocations of external cjVmnstances may determine. 
And there is no doubt that it was so with this monarch, as 
well as it ’lias with the humblest of his subjects. 

Boruwlaski wished to present his Iwok to the King, to whom 
he had been known many years previously, mul through the 
exertions of Hathews, the famous comedian, the interview 
took place at Carlton House, in July, 1821, when the approach¬ 
ing coronation was greatly occupying the royal mind. Ike two 
visitors, the old Polish dwarf and the player, were treated by 
the King with great tendoniess—and, even more tlian that, 
with great considerate delicacy. On being introduced into the 
aj»artment, the King raised the dwarf up into his arms in a kind 
embrace, saying, “ My dear old friend, how delighted I am to 
see you! ” and then placed tlie little man on a sofa beside him. 
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But, Boruwlasld’s loyalty not beijig so satisfied, lie descciicfcd 
. Avitli the agility of a schoolboy, and threw himself at the King’s 
feet, who, however, would not suffer him to romdin in that 
position for a ininute^^ and agivin raised him to the sofa. Tlic 
King, in accepting tlic book which the Count wished to present 
to him, turned to the Marchioness of Couyngham, and took 
from her a little case containing a beautiful niinfature watcli 
and seals, attached by, a superb chain, the watch exquisitely 
ornamented with jc%y'els. This the King begged Boruwlaski to 
accept, saying, as lie held •the bock in his otlior hand, “ !My 
dear friend, I shall read and preserve this as long as I live, 
for your sake; and in return I request you Avill wear this f<ir 
mine.” His Majesty then said, out of hearing of the (\mnt, 
“If I had a dozen sons, I could not point out to tlu'iu a 
more perfect model of good breeding 'and elegance tlian the 
Count. He is really a most accomplished and charming 
person.” 

Idle the (’oimt and the King were for a little time apart 
together, the King took the opportunity to inquire if the little 
Count required any pecuniary help to make his latter days 
more comlortahle, avowing his desire to supply whatever was 
necessary. The King also offered to show his coronation rohe^ 
to the dwarf, and further asked him if he retained any recollec¬ 
tion of a favourite,valet of his, whom he named. The Count 
professing a perfect rememhiance of the man, the King said - 
“He is now on his death-bed, I saw him tins morning, and 
mentioned your expected visit. He expressed a great desire 
to see you, which I ventured to promise you should do; for T 
have such a regard for him, that I would gratify Iiis last houns 
as much as possible. -Will you. Count, dome the favour of 
l.aying my poor faithful servant a short visit? Ho is even 
now expecting you. I hope you will not refuse to indulge 
a poor, suffering, dying creature.” The Count, of course, 
exprpsticd his readiness to obey the King's W'ishes, 

Loruwlaslvi was first shewn the robes, and tlieu conducted 
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to tho cliambcr of the sick man, which was fitted up with 
every comfort and care; a nurse and another attendant being 
in wititing upon the sufferer. Wlicn the Count was announced 
the ijoer invalid desired to be propped up in his bed. He was 
so changed by time and sickness, that the Count no longer re¬ 
cognised’ the face with w'hich his memory Avas familiar. The 
nurse and attendant having retired into an adjoining room, 
the dying man (foi^uch ho was, and felt himself to be) ex¬ 
pressed the great obligatioti he felt at such a visit, and spolu; 
most gratefully of him Avlumi ho {?o.signated as the best 
iers; told the Count of all the King’s goodness to him, and, 
indeed, of his nniform henCyoleiice to all that depended on 
him ; mentioned that his majesty, during the long course of 
his poor servant's illness, noUvithstanding tlie circumstances 
that had agitated himself so long, his numerous duties and 
cares, his preseiit anxieties and forthcoming ceremonit's, luul 
never,omitt('4 to visit his bedside krice evny day, not for a 
moment merely, but long enough to so'othc and comfort liim, 
tuid to .see that he had everything necessary and desirable, tell¬ 
ing him all particulars of liimsclf that Averc intenisling to an 
old and attached servant and humble friend. Tliis account 
aa4s so genuine iu its style, and so affecting in its relation, that 
it deeply touched the heart of the listener. The dying man, 
feeling e-\hiiustion, put lui end to the interview by telling 
the Count that he only prayed to^live long enough to gi'eet 
his dear master after the coronafim —to hear that the ceremony 
had been performed Avitli due honour, and without any inttn- 
rupticui to his dignity—and that then he Avas n’udy to die iu 
peace. 

Poor BoniAvlaski returned to the royal presence, utterly sub¬ 
dued by the foregoing seem*; njion Avhich every feeling heart 
Avill, Avc are persuaded, inalce its oavu comment, unmixed Avidi 
party .spirit or prejudice. At any rate, Boruwlaslii came aAvay 
from Carlton House in teans at the kindness that George.lV. 
had manifested towards him. 
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'J'liE MYSTERIOUS, indeed we may say, epicene cliatacter oC 
the CheTalier.D’Eon has caused him, to this very day to 
he enveloped in a cloud of inexplicable inystification: and a 
veiy curious circumstance, relating thereto, has occurred in 
France, which exposing, as it does, the system under which 
Frenchmen make up books forthe public, is well worthy of 
being set forth here. A M. Gaillardct published at Paris a 
Me moire of the Chevalier, in two octavo volumes, as hurback as 
the year 1836. He was aided by many family papers and 
dociHuents calculated to thfow a new light on the character of 
the Chevalier, which he liberally obtained from members of his 
family; and the Duke of Broglie, then Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and M. hlignet, Director of the Chancelleries of France, 
gave him full permission to ransack the Archives for the whole 
period of the Chevalier’s diplomatic career. AVith such advan¬ 
tages in his favour, we might havO expected a truthful history 
of the remarkable man; but that was not the way that our 
French friend worked, as he afterwards disclosed, and the way 
in which it was discovered that tlm^3Iemoire was falsely writ¬ 
ten, is not the least interesting portion of our story. 

Some few years after the Mdmoire was published, another 
])Ook appeared at Paris on the same mysterious theme, entitled 
IJn Hermaphrodite, written by M. Jourdaii, the editor of the 
Sihle. This book fell under the notice of hi. Gaillardet, who 
w;is surprised to find it no other than a complete reproduction 
of his Memoire ; not only in the parts authentic, but also in 
those fictitious. Of the 301 pages of which Tin llermn^dirodHe 
is composed, no less than 222 are taken word for word from 
M. Gallairdet’s Mdmoire. The latter seeing this, at once let 
the cat out of the bag, and in the preface to a second edition, 
of which the title was altered to VhiU sur la Chevalier I)'Eon, 
he, under the heading of “ An Act of Contrition and an Act of 
Accusation,” tells us how his Mdmoire was composed. 

^He-was, as he says, a young man about twenty-five years of 
agx‘. when he* wrote that book; a friend of Alexander Dumas, 
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and fond of the theatre, and stories of complicated intrigues, 
tragical amours, and mysterious secrets. The life of the Clie- 
valier D’Eon, which he met with, at first by mere a»rident 
struck him with s^rjmse. He immediately saw how it ought 
to be told. The Chevalier dressed himself as a woman, so as 
to carry on his many amorous intrigues; without fear of detec¬ 
tion, like another Faublas. He said to himself that a man (for 
the Chevalier was a man) who had filled many important diplo¬ 
matic missions; in the^disguisc of a woman—for ho had ofiicially 
to take this costume—had necessarily many piquant if not ter¬ 
rible adventures in the course of his career. He thought, at 
tlio same time in good faith, that he had discovered a clue to 
the whole in the letters of nocturnal audiences granted to him 
by the young queen of England, after the peace of 1763—a 
peace as necessary, as it was shameful for France; and as the 
cause of if, the English press accused their minister of being 
corrupted by French diplomacy. His imagination revelled iu 
this idea, and the result of this work was, that the Memoire. 
was written partly authentic and partly fictitious. In spite of 
that, ho concludes, it sold well, and is now out of print. 

Probably it was the last consideration that had most power 
iu causing Gaillardet to write this most scandalous and un- 
tnithful work. How purely French was the idea of thus mak- , 
iug D’Eon a s\)cond Faublas. And how truly French was the 
systen^of plagiarism of Jordan, which at last compelled Gail¬ 
lardet to tell the truth, and to denounce him in the following 
words: 

Tlic same benignity of spiiit has caused my plagiarist to 
adopt also all that I have thought and said of the amours of 
the Ohovalicr D’Ebn, and Charlotte, Duchess of Mecklenburg, 
and Queen of England. He even reproduced, word for word, 
the reflections which I had put into the mouth of my hero on 
the subject—“ A Queen to be devoured was, as it appeared to 
me, a morsel too appetising to be regarded with any scruples.” 

And M. Gaillardet tells us, minutely, this atrocious fictiou 
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of an intrigue between the Chevalier an'd Queen Charlotte over 
and over again. Their stolen interviews are all disclosed by 
this ju'urient Frenchman., George - IV.; is again and again 
spoken of as the son of the Chevalier and not of George III. 
Of course, the jealousy of George III. is minutely dwelt upon, 
and we have details of his discovering the Queen and D’Eon 
togetlier at an assignation, at the hour of two o’clock, in the 
morning. All the love passages, and all the jealous recrimina¬ 
tions of the lovers, arc fully detjiiled; and neither in authentic 
nor fictitious history havo we ever found rach words as M. 
Gaillardet puts into the mouth of his hero, so applicable to 
any men as himself—“A Queen to be devoured was, as it ap¬ 
peared to me, a morsel tod appetising to be regarded "with any 
scnlples.” 

Poor Queen Charlotte, that not a painter of the day could 
flatter enough, so as to make her have a beautiful appearance, 
but always seems to us to resemble a cat dressed up, and strange 
to say, that something of the feline character really seems to dis¬ 
play itself in her history. She surely may put in, “ Nae tempta¬ 
tion,” as Bums says, as a jdea in her favour. But what are we 
to say of the original inventor of such an atrocious scandal, who 
now in the new edition of his work, totally disavows it? Tmily 
it may be said that the story is too absurd, the book in which 
it is propagated is so little known. But a ridiculously mean 
calumny, such as tl«is i.s, should always be denounced and ex¬ 
posed ; and more, especially as it has been put in print in a 
book, which professes to be founded upon historical material.s. 
In the latter case, the wrong is indefinitely increased ; for it is 
liable to be quoted without suspicion, and received as trini 
witliout (piestion. And this very scandal has been so received. 
as recently as 1858, and printed in the Nvimlh Biographic 
fUwraU. It is true that the editor of that work doubts the 
truth of tlie story; but nevertheless in his work of recognist'd 
authority, M. Gaillardot’s unworthy figment is treated, not a.s 
the gross -libel which it is, but, as the deliberate statement of 



'PRELIMINARY. xi 

one, who had maile the life of the alleged partner of Queen 
Charlotte’s misconduct his special study. 

A NOTIIER STORY of, world-wide fame deserves to he 
related in this Book of Wonderful Cliaracters. There 
can he few peiisons who have not heard of the celebrated Rig- 
Faced Lady, whose history, whether mythical or not, is com¬ 
mon to several Euro*|)ean languages, and is generally related 
in the following manner. A newly married lady of rank and 
fashion, being annoyed by the importunities of a wretched 
beggar-woman, accompanied by a dirty, squalling child, ex¬ 
claimed—“ Take away your nasty pig, I shall not give you 
anything !” Whereupon the enraged mendicant, with a bitter 
imprecation related—“May jour own child, when it is born, 
be nioi’o like a pig than mine !” And, accordingly, shortly after¬ 
wards the lady gave birth to' a child, in which the beggar’s un- 
hirtunate malediction was impartially fulfilled. It was a girl 
perfectly, nay, beautifully formed in every respect, save that 
its face, some say its whole head, exactly resembled tliat ol' a 
pig. This strange child thrived apace, and in coiu-se of time 
grew to bo a woman, giving the unhappy parents great trouble 
and affliction ; not only by its. disgusting features alone, but 
also by its hoggish manners in general, much easier, at the 
present da}^ bo, imagined than minutely described. TIk; 
fond and wealthy parents, however, paid every attention to ihi^ 
hideous crciUnre, their only child. Its voracious and indelicate 
appetite was ai)peased by the coarsest food of a hog, however, 
plac/cd in a silver trough. To the waiting maid, who attended 
on the creature, risking the savage snaps of its beastly jaws, 
and enduring the horrible gmnts and squeaks of its discordant 
voice, a small fortune had to be paid in annual wages, yet seldom 
could a person he obtained to fill th(^ disagreeable situation 
longer than a montli. A still greater perplexity ever troubled 
the unfortunate parents, namely, as to what would become pf 
tin’s wretched creature after their decease. Counsel learned in 
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tlie law were consulted, who advised that the rig-Faced Lady 
should be immediately maniod, the father, besides giving a 
handsome dowry in Ixand to the ha|>py, or perhaps unhappy, 
bridegroom, he should be termed, settling a handsome annuity 
oi; the intrepid husband, for as long as she should live. But 
experience proving that after the first introduction, the boldest 
fortune-hunters declined any further acquaintance with her, 
another course was suggested. This was for the parents to 
found an hospital, the trustees of which were to be bound to' 
imotect and cherish the Hg-Faced damsel, until her death 
relieved them from the unpleasing guardianship. And thus it 
is that, after long and careful researches on the printed' ami 
legendary histories of Pig-Faced ladies, the writer hits always 
found them wanting- either a hiishaud, or a waiting maid, or 
connected with the founding of an hospital. 

But as there are exceptions to all general rules, so there is 
an exceptional story of a Pig-Faced lady; according to which, 
it appears that a gentleman, whose reh'gious ideas were greatly 
confused hy the many jarring sects that sprang into existen<‘e 
during the time of the Commonwealth, ended his peqdexity 
hy embracing the Jewish faith, vainly considering that what 
was once the religioji that the Almighty had planted on the 
earth, could not be altogether wrong in his time. But lie soon 
found that he had fearfully.reckoned without his host. The 
very first cl:^ born to him after this change of religion was a 
Pig -Facecf^til, Years passed, and the girl grew to woman¬ 
hood, without ever receiving an embrace or a kiss from her 
wretched father, for how could a Jew touch the head of an 
unclean beast 1 Did not Wamba, the son of Witless, the gi-and- 
son of Weatherhrain, discomfit Isaac, the Jew of York, at the 
tournament of Ashby, with a shield of brawn, and turn him 
out of the gallery by mCrely presenting it i However, the 
gentleman had to travel on some business to tin* Netherlands 
where he met with an aged monk, to whom he happened to 
tell the giievous story of his Pig-Faced daughter. The monk 
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aslvod him what he could eaqpect otherwiso, and told liiin tliai 
his daughter’# ladeous countenance ,was a divine punishment 
inflicted on him for Ids grievous apostacy. The father, now 
seeing his error, caused himself to bo reconverted to Christi¬ 
anity j and on tho Pig-Faced being baptised, a holy miracle 
occurred—-a copious ablution of holy water changing the 
beastly features to the divine human face. This remarkable 
story is said to be recorded by a choice piece of monumental 
sculpture erected in one of the grand old cathedrals in Belgium. 
It may, however, be better to takd the stoiy as w'e do our 
wives, “ for better, for •worse,” rather than go so far on so un¬ 
certain a direction, to hK»k for evidence. 

There an* several old works that were considtTcd sound 
scientific treatises in their day, filled with tho wildest and most 
extravagant stories of monsters of all d('scriptions, but not one 
of them, at hi/ist as far as our rcseai-clies eoctend, mention a jiig- 
faced man or woman. St. Hilaire, the celebrated pliysiologist, 
in bis remarkable work on the anomalies <if organisation, 
though he ransacks all uatur**, both ancient and niodeni, Ibr 
his illustrations, never noti<*ea such a being. What, then, it 
may ho aslced, has caused this very prevalent stoiy ? Xo doubt 
it was some unliappy malformation, exaggerated as all sueli 
things are by ^mlgar report, which gave origin to the tale, sub- 
si‘((iieutly enlarged and disseminated by eatch-piuiny publica¬ 
tions of the chap-book Mud. There was (‘xhibited in London, 
a fi'w years ago, a female, who, at an earlier peiiod, might 
readily have passed fur a pig-faced lady; though tho lower part 
of her countenance resembled that of a dog, much more tliaii a 
pig. This unfortunate creature, called Julia Pa&torana, -was 
said to bo of Spaiiisli-Ameiicaii birth. After being exliibited 
ill London, .she was taken to the Continent, whore she died; and 
such is the indecent cupidity of showmen, so great is the morbid 
curiosity of sight^scers, that her embalmed remains'ivere again 
exhibited in the metropolis in 1863. The last time, however, 
that her re uuins were exhibited, few went to see them, and the 
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speculation was so far a failurebut no doubt sbe has at last 
found her way into the possession of some Baruuin, and now 
forms the piece de resistance of an American museum." 

The earliest account of a pig-faced lady that the writer has 
met with, was published in Ijoudon, in 1641, .and entitled, 
A certain relation of the Uog-Faced Gentleiooman. ■■ Trom this pro¬ 
duction we learn that her name was Tanakin Blanker, and that 
she was born at Wirkham on tho Ehine, in 1618. As niight 
be expected, in a contemporary Dutch work, which is eitlier a 
translation, or mayhap the original of the English one, she is 
said to have been born at Windsor on the Xhaiiies. Miss 
Skinker is described as having:— 

‘‘^/// iJtc Hinbs and lineaments 'of her body wcU-foaiured and pro- 
portw7u:d, only her face^ ivhich is the ot'natnent and beauiy of ail llu- 
rest, has the nose of. a hog or stvinoy which is not only a stain and 
blemish, but a deformed itgliness, making all the rest loathsome, coti- 
tempiible, and odious to all that look on herf 

. - ( 

Her language, we are further informed, is only the hoggish 
Dutch omjh, oagh / or the French owee, owee ! Forty tlioiisaiul 
pounds, we are tohl, was the sum offered to the man who 
would consent to marry her, and the author says:— 

“ This wa.s a bait sufficient to make every fish bite at, for no 
sooner..was tliis publicly divulged, but there came suitors of all 
sorts, ever}' one hoped to (^ariy away the gr(jat prize*, for it 
was not the person hut the prize they aimed at." 

Gallants, we are told, came from Italy, France, Scotland, 
Imgland, and Ii'elaiid, of the last we may bo sure, to carry 
away th<j prize, but when they saw the lady, they one and all 
refused to marry her. There is a very characteristic wood-cut 
on the title page of this work, representing a gallant, gaily 
attired, bashfully addressing her; while bowing, liis hat in ids 
hand, with the words—“ God save you, sweet mistress." Bhc, 
on the other hand, is most magnificently dressed, and coming 
forward to meet him with 'the greatest cordiality, can only 
reply with The words—“Ough, ough.” 
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Ill tlie earlier part of tliis century, tljere was a kind of pub¬ 
lication much in vogue, somewkat resembling the more ancient 
broadsides,, but beitef priiited, and mostly adorned with a pre¬ 
tentious colour^ engraving. One: of these, painted by Mor- 
land, and published by Palmer, forms, ihe frontispiece to the 
present work. And another, published by Fairburn, also gives 
us an exact p.ortrait of her, and her silver trough placed on the 
table by her side. It is a curious circumstance, that both these 
engraviugs were' puklisii^d in Februaiy 1815. And it was a 
general belief then, that a pig-faced lady resided in London, 
from facts which wo are just going to relate. How the belief 
arose it is impossible for us to say, there was no person ex¬ 
hibited at that time to have caused it. But at ilic illumina¬ 
tions for the battle of Waterloo, which took place but a few 
months previous, a carriage was observed, and in it a magnifi¬ 
cently dressed female with a pig’s head. She was subsecpiently 
seen driving about in different parts of London*, but there were 
no police then, and the;driver of the carriage Always succeeded 
in eluding the curiosity of tlic crowd. Many persons said that 
it was some one wearing a theatrical mask, even some of the 
^ncw.spapers mentioned his name, arid we may, conclude that it 
was one of the hoaxes so commonly played off in those days. 

However, Fairburn's portrait is accompanied nath a consider¬ 
able portion of letterpress, fiom winch we learn tliat she was 
then unmarried, and only twenty years of age. She lived, we 
are told, in Manchester Square, and had been born in Ireland 
of a nigh and wealthy family, and on her life and issue by 
marriage, a very large property depended. 

“ This p'odigy of nature''says the author, “is(he general tope of 
conversation in the metropolis. Tn almost every company you muy‘ 
join the Pig-Faced lady is introduced; and her existence is firmly 
believed in by thousands, particularly those in the west end of the, 
town. Her person is most dcUcaiely formed, and of the greatest 
si/mmeiry; her hands and arms are delicaidy modelled in the. 
happiest mould of nature ; and the caniage of her body, indicative 
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of superior hirlk Her manmrs are, in gmerul, simple and tin- 
offending ; hut when she u in want of food she articulates, certainly, 
something like the sound of pigs when eating, and which, to those 
who are Twt aegminted with her^ ma/y perhaps he a little'disagree¬ 
able:* , " 

She seems, .however, to have been disagreeable enough to 
the servant who attended upon her and slept with her; for tliis 
attendant, though receiving one thousand pounds per annum, 
as wages, left the situation, and gave the foregoing particulars 
to the publisher. And«there can be little doubt that this 
absurd publication of Fairbum, caused a poor simpleton to 
pay for the follo^ving adv.ertisemont, which a|?peared in the 
Times of Thm'sday the 9th of February, 1815:— 


*^FOR THE ATTENTION OF GENTLEMEN AFD 
. ‘ LADIES, 

A YOUNG GENTLEWOMAN HAVING HEARD OP AN 
Advertisement for a Person to undertake the 
care of a Lady, who is heavily afflicted in the Face, whose 
Friends have offered a handsome Income yearly, and a Pre¬ 
mium for residing with her seven Years, would do all in her 
power to render her Life most Comfortable; an undeniable 
Character can be obtained from a respectable Circle of Friends. 
An Answer to this Advertisement is requested, as the Adver¬ 
tiser will keep herself disengaged. Address, postpaid, to X. F., 
at Mr. Fords, Baker, 12, Judd Street, Brunswick Spiare.'* 


Another male simpleton, probably misled in a similar man¬ 
ner, but aspiring to a nearer connection with the Pig-Faced 
lady, thus advertised in the ifrfa/d of February 1C, 

1815 

^*SEGRECY. 

\ SINGLE GENTLEM^, AGED THIRTY-ONE, OF 
a respectable Family, and in whom the utmost 
Confidence may he reposed, is desirous of explaining lii« 
Mind to the Friends of a Person who has a Misfortune in her 
Face, but is prevented for want of an Introduction. Being 
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perfectly aware of the principal particular?!, and understand¬ 
ing that a final Settlement would bo preferred to a temporary 
one, presumes ho would be found to answer the full extent of 
their wishes. , His intentions are sincere, honourable, and 
firmly resolved. References of great respectability can be 
given. Address to M.D.^ at Mr. Spencer's, 22, Great Ormond 
Street, Queen's Sqmfe." 

For oral relations of the Pig-Faced lady, we must go to 
Dublin. If we make enquiries there respecting her, -wo shall 
be shown the hospital founded and endowed on her sole ac¬ 
count. We will be told that her picture and silver trough arc 
to be seen in the building, and that she was christened Grisly, 
on account of her hideous appearance. Any further doubts 
exhibited after receiving this information, will be considered 
as insults to common sense. Now, the history of Steevens’ 
Hospital, the institution referred to, is simply tins. ' In 1710, 
Dr. Steevens, a benevolent physician, bequeathed his real 
estate, producing then £600 per annum, to his only sister 
Griselda, during her life, and after her death vested it into 
trustees for the erectio]i and endowment of a hospital. Miss 
Steevens being a lady of practical b.;uevolence, determined 
that the hospital should be- built in her lifetime, and devoting 
£150 a year of her income to the purpose, she collected sul3- 
scriptions and donations from every possible quarter, and by 
dint of her unceasing exertions, in a few years succeeded in 
opening a part of the building equal to the accommodation of 
forty patients. AVhether it was the uncommon name of Gri¬ 
selda, or the then uncommon benevolence of this lady that 
gave rise to the vulgar notion 'respecting her head, will pro¬ 
bably never be sati.sfactorily explained. Rut her portrait 
hangs in the library of the hospital, proving her to have been 
a very pleasant-looking lady, with a peculiarly benevolent cast 
of countenance. 

The idea that Miss Steevens was a pig-faced lady still 
vails among the vulgai* in Dublin; but when the writer wius a 
bey, some fifty ..years ac'Oj everybody believed it. It was cus- 
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tomary then, even in genteel society, for parties to be made 
up to go to the hospital, to see the silver trough and the pig¬ 
faced picture. The matron, or housekeeper, that shewed the 
establishment, never denied the existence of those curiosities, 
but always alleged that she could not show them, implying, 
by her mode of saying it, that she dared not, tliat to do so 
would be contrary to the stringent orders she had received. 
The matron, no doubt, obtained many a shilling by this mode 
of keeping up the delusion. Besides, many persons who had 
gone to the hospital with *• the express purpose of seeing the 
trough and picture, did not like to acknowledge that they had 
hot seen them. And thus as one fool makes many, there 
were plenty of persons in Dublin ready to swear that these 
curiosities were preserved in the hospital. 

Another instance of the dissemination of this idea, that fell 
strictly within the writer’s notice, occurred in the north of 
Ireland. In a certain house there, about fifty years ago, there 
happened to be a large silver punch-bowl, much bruised and 
battered from its long and active service in the cause of Bac¬ 
chus. The crest of a former proprietor, representing a boar’s 
head, was engraved upon it. Now, we are sure that but few 
of our readers will recollect the use of the punch-bowl in pri¬ 
vate houses, so we must tell them that,' altogether apart from 
its well-known inebriating qualities, or rather disqualifies, it 
■was the dirtiest, sloppiest piece of household st uff ever placed 
upon a table. Even when it was first brought to table, when 
the hands of the dispenser were as steady as punch drinker’s 
hands usually are, it was impossible to fill the glasses Avithout 
sloj)ping some of the punch on the table. But when the bowl 
had been replenished half-a-dozen of times or more, the table 
was completely wet, and Ave have even seen the carpet under¬ 
neath it in a similar state after a night’s hard drinking. So 
we think it was more from that circumstance than from the 
disgraceful conduct that the punch-bowl generally led to, for 
it is a fact, at that time and place, it was considered a rather 



PRELlMlNARr. 


xlx 

joll)’’, manly act for a gentleman,to be frequently intoxicated; 
that the lady of the house used to give the name, of the pig’s- 
trougli to the silver puiich-bf)wl. The servants, hearing this, 
immediately took up the idea that the mistress’s punch-bowl 
had'been the pig-faced lady’s silver trough, there was no dis¬ 
abusing their minds of this absurd idea. Is there not her 
head engraved upon it?” they used to say, in allusion to the 
crest; and often and often it has been shown to eager kitchen 
visitors, with sentiments of pride and pleasure that there was 
so great a curiosity in the house. 

The pig-faced lady used to be not unfrcquently exhibited in 
travelling caravans at fairs, races, and places of general resort. 
To a quarrel that occiirrcid between a dwarf and a proprietor 
of one of these shows, which led to a magisterial investigation 
at I'lymoiith some years ago, we arc indebted for knowing how 
the deception was made up. The lady was nothing but a bear, 
its face and neck carefullj’' shaved, while the hack and top of 
its head was covered by a wig, ringlets, cap, and artilicial floAvers 
all in the latest fashion. The animal was then securely tied 
in an n))right position into a large arm-chair, the cords being 
concealed by the shaAv], goAA'n, and other parts of a lady’.s 
fashionabh; dress. 

The AVONDERFur. Characters of England, hoAvever, are 
(jiiite eelip'^ed by those generally exhibited by our trans¬ 
atlantic cousins. If Europe has a burning mountain called 
Vesuvius, lias not America a Falls of Niagara, Avliich could jnit 
the former out in five minutes? We shall close this Intro¬ 
duction with the latest advertisement of an exhibition taken 
from an American newspaper:— 

'"THE WONDEUFUL TWO-IIEADED GIllL IS STILL 
on Exhibition in New England. She sintrs 
duets by herself. She has a great advantage over the 
rest of her sex, for she never has to stop talking to •cat, ami 
v.'lien she is not eating she keeps both tongues going at once. 
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She has a lover, and the lover is in a ^ujaad^, because at olic 
and the same moment she accepted liim witli one mouth and 
rejected him with the other. He does not know which to be¬ 
lieve. He wishes to Sue for a breach of promise, but this is a 
hopeless experiment, because only half of the girl has been 
guilty of the breach. This girl has two heads, four anns, and 
four legs,' but only one body, ahd she (or they) is (or are) 
seventeen years old. 

Now is she her own sister! 

Is she twins ? 

Or having but one body (and consequently but one heart), is 
she strictly but one person 1 ' ■ 

If the above-named young man marries her will he be guilty 
of bigamy I 

The double girl has only one-name, and passps for one girl- 
hut when she talks back and forth with herself with her two 
mouths is she soliloquising I 

Does she expect to have one vote or two ? 

Has she the same opinions as herself on all subjects, or does 
she differ sometimes ? 

Would she feel insulted if she were to spit in her own face ? 

Just at this point we feel coinpclled to drojD this investiga¬ 
tion, for it is rather too tangled for us. 


Novembeu 9, 18CO. 


r. r.- G. II. 


It isin'oper to state that the .kvcral hiographin in this work have 
not hem modernked in any wdy^ hut are given in very nearly the. 
emet irords of the original narratives. There is a pigmney about 
the old narrations tohieh seems to harmonize with the subject of 
“ Wonderful Ckiracters” far better than the cold modern treatment 
of such a theme. 
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with ISO large Engravin^.s, many illuminated, half-bound morocco extra, 8y. 

CATLIN’S ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE MANNERS,-OUS- 
TttMS. and COxNDITlON OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS, 
written (luring Eight Years of Travel anti Adventure among the Wildest and most 
R, 111 ivkable 'IVibes now existing. ‘Containing Engravings' from tl'C Author’s 
• ■ricin.d Ptunfings. I'eiilh Edition. Two Vois., imperial Kvo, cloth e.slra, gilt, 

{.j uo.: 01 with the Plates beautifully Colonreij, half-morocCo, gilt edges, £,% 8r. 
"One of the most admirable observers of manners who ever lived among the 
.'ill ■ii.;-lncs of Amcrica.”~IlL'*juoi.DT’'s Cosmos ,, 

CATLIN’S NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN PORTFOLIO. Con- 

I.lining Hunting Scenes, Ahiusenmnts, Scenery, and ,C<**tume of the Indians of 
the Rocky Mountains and^ Prairies Of America, from Drawings and Notes made 
by the Author during Eight Vetvs’ Travel, A serie.s of a? magnificent Plates, 
beautifully iriloured iu facsimile of tjhe Original Drawings exhibited at the I'-gyp- 
tian Hall. With letterpress descriptions, imp. folio, in handsome ponfoUu, lor. 

CELEBRATED CLAIMAI^TS.., Ancient and Modern! The 
Hi.story of all the most celebrated Pfctemlcre and Claimants, from Pcrkin 
Warreciv to Arthur Orton. Fcap. 8vo, illustrated boartls, 2s. 

CHAMBERLAINB’S IMITATIONS OF DRAWINGS PROM 
THE CrREAT MASTERS in tb 4 Royal Collection.^ En^avedby Bartoi.o^zi 
and others. 74 fine IHates, mostly tihted; including, fn addidon, *' Ecce Homo,’* 
.-ifter Guipo, and the scarce Senes of 7 Anatomica) Dratvings. Imperial folio, 
h<'df-morocco, gilt edges, ,£5 s^; 

CHATTO’S (W. Andrew) HISTORY OF WOOD ENGRAVING, 

Historical atfd Practical. A New Edirion, with an Additional Chapter, Illustrated 
by 44S fine Wood Engravings. Imperial Sw, half-Roxburghe, fs ss. 

“ This volume is One of the most interesting and valuable of modern limes ."—,4 rt 
Union. ' ' . 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND BADLADS. Selected and 

Edited by Josmua SvLVESTRKi, Clodi extra, gilt, gilt edges, 34. 6 d. 

CICERO’S FAMILIAR. LETTERS^ AND LETTERS TO 

ATTICUS, TraifsUttbd by MittMOTji and Hs'Bbrdkn. With Life of Gerfo V • 
M luoLETON. Royal 8yo, with Portrait, cloth extra, lar. 

“ Cicero is die type of a perfect letter-writer, never,boring yon with moral essays 
out of season, always evpicir® hts mastery oyer bi» art by ihe roost careful con- 
sideiation for your patience and amuffiement, 'we Bboutd rule'the volumes of tuiti- 
qiiity in vain to find a letter^writer who converges oh papfcr-'so naturally, ’SB*''* 
engagingly, so fiiuch from the heart as CiGtraf-^Quartirrly Review. 
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£OOJirS PUBLISHED BY 


CLAUDE’S LIBEB VERITATIS. A Collecticm of 303 Prints 
after the OnginaJ Be^gn$ of CijAUue, Ejferaved by Ricmaru F,aki,om. ♦ With 
a descriptive Catalogue df each iPrint,, Lists of the Parsons for whom, and the Places 
for which, the drigioal Pictures were first painted, and of the present Possessors 
of most of them. Three Vols. folio, hdf-morocco cxtra,,gili edges, £\a iqf. 

OLAXFDE, BEAUTIES, OE, containing 24 of his choicest Land¬ 
scapes, beautifully Engraved on Steel, by Bromlky, LurtoN, and others. Witli 
Biographical Skctch'and Portrait. Royal folio, in a portfolio, £x sr, 

COLLINS’ {WUide) KOVELS. New Illustrated Library Editions, 
price 6f. each, Avilh Frdhliqpiece and! several,full-page illustrations in each 
Volume :-i- 


The Woman in White. IL 

histrated by Sir John Gij.bert apd 

F. A. FitAsiiR. 

Antonina; or, The Fall of 
Rome. Illustrated by Sir John Gil- 
usttr and Ai.hhkd ConcAnen. 

Basil. Illustrated by Sir John 

CitBERT and M. F- MAhonky. 

The Dead Secret. Illustratedi* 
by Sir John GitBERT and H. 
Fueniss, 

The Queen of Hearts.«Illus¬ 
trated by Sir John Gilbert and 
Ai.rtfRU CoNCANEN. . ' 

The Moonstone.. Illustrated by 

G. Du Maosieh and F. A. Fraser. 

Man and Wife. Illustrated by 

Wii.UAM Small. 


Hide and Seek j or. The Mys¬ 
tery a| Mary Grice. Illu!,trated by 
•• Sir JSHn Gilbert and M. F. M.-v- 

HONEY. , ^ 

Poor Miss Pinch. Illustratet! 
by Georok Du Mauriee and Eo-' 
WARD Hughes. 

Miaa or Mrs. P Illuslratetl by 
S. L. Fildes andTJBNHY Woods. 

The Kew Magdalen. With 

Steel-plate Portrait of the Author, and 
Illustrations by-G. S. R; ' 

The Frozen Deep. Dlu^tratcd 
“by G. Du Maurier and M. F. 
Mahonev, 

My Mi^soeUanies.^ Illustrated 
by Alfrbd.Concanen. 


THE LAW AlTD THE LADT, by WiLKlE CoLblNS, in Three 
Vols., crowh 9 vo,.,3ix, (hI., is now ready at all Libraries and at the Booksellers. 
“An cxce^iofly olever novel, full of adiiHra^e writiug, abounding in a subtle 
ingenuity which is a distinct order of genius.. ., . . • 'The Law and the I.ady ’ 
will be read with avidity by all who delight in tTtd romances of the greatest master 
the sen^tional novel has ever')(BoWn.”—IFi!H:f4f. 

“ Tlic author exhibits, in Miserrimus Deader, a pottrait w;hich, tor 'originality of 
conception and shiH iA deptoribn, exceeds anythi^ of the kind. The book carries 
one irresistibly on froiO the ..first .page to the hst.’^ya^ '. ■ 

. .1 « 1 * IS ‘ ‘ ' 

^ \ i.j-aAiJi, ij ^ iii *• —« «• Lip, 

COLMAN’S HUMOEOUa WCNK$.-^rbad Grint My Night- 
gown and Slippers, had other Humorous Wotk$< l^ose and Poet}cat,'of George . 
CoLVAN. with Life And Aneodotes by*G. B. Bvcicstonb, and Frontispiece by 
Hogarth. C^rpwn Syg^ cloth exua,‘^lt, yr.W. 

COKDl^ (THE GREAT)* »ud JP^cd of thif Fronde; An' 
Hwtorical Sketch. By, WALysk Fit? PAxRitCKit - SecpftdlSditkln.;. Two. Vds., 
8vo, cloth extra«4<;x, , 

CONQUEST OF THE S&i (Th^ -Avkistorjr 'of'Diving 

Ifism the Eiaylmt Times. ByBgNitV Sis^ . P]»fbi^el^Twi#tated. . Crown 8vo, 
doth extra, giltj 41.6rf. ‘. 

“We have perus^ this yolumg, tlt^t infiiR^i^iHi^jyith>delight Mr. 
Siebe has bextQWtxl mpdh j^as on his Work; he wnt« hrin enOaiiiashi and foiness 

of k*iow'ledgO.'*'—AVAe,'’ ‘-'J 

“ Really tntttreittng nHke.to yotlthl'nihd to gfowib# ffeople^V^cofinnex. 


CIIATTO V.V WJNDUS, PICCADILLY, 
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CONEY'S ENGBAVINaSlOP ANCIENT. CATHEDRALS, 

H6tcl.s de Villc, Town Halls, &:c., mchidingsome of the iSkist Examples of Gothic 
Architecture in France; Holland, Germany; and Italy. 33 laQte PlateS;^imperial 
folio, half-moroccjD»ji:tra, ;S3 X3tf,,6rf. 

CONSTABLE’S GRAPHIC WORKS. Comprising 40 highly 
finished Memtinto Engravings on .Steel, by Davio Lucas; wUh descriptive 
Lettcrjwess by C. R. Leslie, R.A. Folio, hajf-inorocco* gilt edges, £3 tt. 

CORNWALL (PiiJlOOHIAL HISTORY of the COUNTY of). 

Compiled from the Best Authorities, and corrected and improved from Actiial 
Survey. Fmir Vpls,, 4to, cloth extra, £$ 3s. the Set; or, separately, the first 
'I’hree Vols., i6s. dach; the Fourth Vol., i&t, 

*,* Wiih the Parochial art embodied the kirkiti^s of Ptdts and Tonkin. 

The work also comprises the J^mraries 0/ Leland and William ^ Worcester— 
the Valor of Bishop Ve>nty—m Historical Account of the personal Campaign of 
Charles /. in Certmall during the "Great Pebellioa,” illustratsii with letters, 
diaries, and other interesting daenments never bHpre^ collected together—a com- 
J>iete Heraldry of the countjf^a larger list of Sheri0 than has hitherto been 
pnblislted—Tales if the peculation, Domistlaf Manors, &rc, 

COTMAN'S ENGRAVINGS OF THE SEPULCHRAL 
BRASSES IN NORFOLK AND .^UFFOLK. With Letterpress Desertp. 
tious, an Eswiy on Sepulcliral Memorials by DawsOw Tukker, Note.s by Sir 
Samuel Mevkick, Albert Wav, and Sir Harris Nicola.s, and copious Index. 
New Edition, containing ^3 l%tes, two of them ^lendidly lituminated. Two 
Volumes, small folio, half-morocco extra, .£6 6s.; LErgc Paper copies, imperial 
folio, half-morocco extra, £i%s. , ^ 

COTMAN^S ETCHINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS, 

chiefly Norman and Gothic, in various Counties in England, hiit principally in 
Norfolk, with Descriptive Notices by DAw-sqn Turner, and .Architectural Obser¬ 
vations by Thomas Rickman. Two Vols., imperial fono; containing 940 spirit^ 
Etchings, half-morocco, top edges gilt, £6 Bs. 

COTMAN’S LIBER STUDIOEUM. A Series of Landscape 
Studies and Original Compositions for the Use of Art Students, .consisting of 
4S Etching, the greater jiart executed in “soft ground.” Imperml folio, half- 
morocco, £x us. id. , , 

COWPER'S FOBTIOAL WORKS. Inciuding his TransJation of' 
IfoMKR. Edited by ihc Rev, H. P. Caev. With, Portrait aiMnS Steel Engrav¬ 
ings after Harvkv. Royal 8vo, cloth extra, gflt edges, xolt. 6dV; „ 

“ I long to know your opinion of .Cowper’s Translation! The Odyssey espegmUy 
is surely very Homeruu wlOit nobler tlian the appearance of Ph^us at the bp- 
ginning of tlie /&W—lines ending, with * Dr^ad soUndbg-hottnding in the silver 
bow’? —Charles LAMnj,t« a iCe/fifr'fnCe/erMSiv. > 

ORUlKSHAi^ AT . HOTO t'aifef! and- SfoiLchiss by the 
most Popular Aiithors. With numerems Tllu^atioiu by RoBtear Cruik,shanic 
andRoBEifr StftrMocR. Also, CRUlKSjH:ANK’$ ODD VOLUME, or Book 
of Variety, Illustrated % Two Odd, Fellows—SnyMOVa and CruiKskank. 

Four Vols. boaBdi» Two, fcap, 8vo,;e^th extra, gilt, ,ipf.w. 

ORUIKSBaAtes ©OMiO ALMA^AciK ' Complete in Two 
Sekibs : The FiSst 'from *835 to »fC«3 S the'-SHCONO from.1844 to 1833; -Jh Gather- 
jug of the pf TbAcg'ieitAVi' HbKio. ,MA AKfegRT Smiths 

A‘Bbck{^t, RocMt jHaouott, &c. ' Whh aooo Woodcuts and ®teei Engravings 
by CruikshsJKK, Briig, LANriBiAi^ &c. Ch-own 8vo, cbth giivtwo vely thick 
volumes, ijf.l orK.'s^mtely^ 7*, 64 peywolume., ^ i 

CRUIKSKANK# SONGl^b&R. The largest 

rolleetion extant ofthe Vst OM EtetUh Sonjpsfupwards joocA , With ■ 8 ,*’** » 

Engravings on ^teel smd Wpod by GieoRdi and .iC CkuikbhanK, and £ Portraits 
Tbrfee Vols., 8vo, clotn extra, gilt, air. 
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BOOA'S PUBLISHED BY 


CUSSANS’ HANDBOOK OF HEBADDRY: .With Instructions 
fotlraciBg PcdigteeftAnd IJecip 1 ]crIng,Anc©iit M^S.i-Aulos for the Appoiiitmciit 
of Idveries, ChaptersCoDtinental apd Americ^a Heraldry, &c. &c. By John 
IS. CussANS. BhJstsrated with 360 Plates aad Woodcuts, 'C«»wn 8vo, cloth extra, 
gilt and esinhlazbufd,.'7j: 

GOSSANS’ History OF Hertfordshire.' a county 

Histpry, got upf iP a very superior manner, and ranging with the finest works of 
its class. ■ By John E. Cussaji.s. IMnsttated with full-page Plates on Copper and 
Stone, and a profusion of small Woodcuts. Parte I; to VIII, are now ready, price 
aijr. each. , 

jUk new <Y iMs'important f:ennty;gree^ aitentioH beiug 

rtTvn to alt matters periaiainff to Family History. 

CUVIER'S ■ ANIMAL KINODOM, arranEed after its Organiza¬ 
tion : fdnmnig a. Natural History of Animals, «Jid a» Introduction to Comparative 
Anatomy. New Bdiilon, with coR-siderahle Additions by W, B. CAKPnNTKK and 
J, O. WKSTwodn. lllu’itrated by many Hundred Wood Engravings, and nume¬ 
rous Steel Engravings by THo$. Landsbbb, mostly Coloured. Imperial 8vo. 
cloth extra, iSjt. • 

CYCLOP.®DIA OP Costume ; or, a Dictioriaiy of Dress-Regal, 

jfvcdesiastica), Civil, and W[Uitary—Irom the Earliest Period in England to' the 
reign of Gemkc the Third. Including Notices of Contenmoraneous Fashions on 
the Continent, and preceded by a General History of the Costumes of the Prittci- 
pal Countries of Europe. By J. R. Planch d, Somerset Herald. To tie Com¬ 
pleted ill 'J’wenty-four Parts, quarto, at Five Shillings each,,profu.iely illustrated 
by Coloured and Plain Plates and Wood Engravings.—Prospectus will be 
.sent upon appHcatibn. ' [in course of publication. 

" These, the first num Ws of a Oyclopsedm of Andenf and Modern Costume, give 
promise that the work, when complete, will be one .of .the most perfect works ever 
published upon the subject. The illustratituis are,numerous and excellent, and 
would, even lyithout the letterpress, fender the work ah invaluable book of reference 
for information as to costumes for fancy balls and character quadrilles. "—iS'frtMi/orrf. 
“ Destined, we anticipate, to be the stahdard English work on dre.ss.*'— Builder. 
“ One of the most magnifident publications pf its kind ever put before the public.” 
—Lloyd's New^. ' 

' ‘ Promises to be a very complete work on h subject of. the greatest importance to 
the historian and the archasologist.^-i-TkSh'f,' • , 

" Beautifully printed and .superbly.illustrated,**— Sladdard, second notice. 


TklOKENS* LDPpj AND SFBEpHBS. "Royal* x6mc^” cloth extra, 

as. 6 d >' 

DICKENB* SFEEOHBQ, Social and Literary, now first collected. 

Royal ifimo, cloth extr a, tf. 

DISCOUNT tables, on a i(ew. and slfflipy |>laii; to facilitate the 
Discounting of Bills, and the Otlculafipn of Interest ^ Bahkhw ahd'Current 
AOcoUiits, &c. showing, witbeiitt cakujktion, thq number of &6m every day 

in die year to any oB»er day. By TnoetAS RstAuas,, Svo,^«o»h e*tm, js, 

DODDRIDOBH family EXFOSt'pORj ot, a fewi^rase and 

Version pf the Neyr TeittamMt; with C^cal Notes. A New IMilJon, with 
UmaQst 0{ the Author by Joa QRTOs and Bir. Kwis, Impmiiil fivo, trith Por¬ 
trait, c*,odk extrajjsa*. ■ ' 

DON QUIXOTE : ^ Reyis^ ■ TrMishaidn,, of 

Mottkitx, JfA*v*Si sh>d SttotLB?T*r. aVjrit «> Illustrations by''Ait»sxicoNG and 
Tonv lowANNOTi Royal 8vo,.ctotIiMKxt|a>igu£ sM..tur, ; ; ' 

. DON QUIXDTE ElrmOElHOSOHl^ 

‘DON QUIJGTJB Dte LA MANCHA .Nueva Editaott,«taiegidiirys*visada 
Por Miccet OE CERVAMtES JSaavsura, Complete i« One’Votujnm, post 8vo. 
nearly'yoo pages^eteth eattra, price at. , 

DRURY’sll2,UaTI^TlcE»S of FQHEIDaNEl^^bMOLQGY. 

Containing, in rso beauaifAHy Of Am Biotic Insects of 


■ • the East and WeselndtevChnwL NewHollaiid, NoriHand South'America, Ger¬ 
many, &c.With important Additions and SgjIehtiSe. Indbxe^ by J. O. West- 
wood, F,LS. Three Vote, 4to, hMf-mofocco extra, 5r. 





CIIATTO mNDUS, PICCADILLY, 


DULWICH GALLEKY <^h4)5 *A Seri^of 50 beautifully Coloured' 
i’luics, from ttie most celebrc^t^ Pictures iii,this CoHcctibrn executed by the Cus- 
toili.iii, K. CocKDiiRMj and mounted, ufioft Cardboard, in the niaiuicr of 
Imperial folto, in {Mrtfolio, ;£t 6 16s. .. . > 

DUNLOP’S HISTORY OF FICTION; Bdntr a Critical and 

Analytical Account of the njost.celebrated Prose Works of Fiction, from the 
Karhest Greek Romances to the Novels of the Present Lay, with General Index, 
'i'hitd Edition, royal 8vu, cloth extra, or. ■- ," i 

HJDGEWORTH’S (Marla), TALES AND NOVELS, C:(.mirkle. 

Including “Hulkn” (her last work). With 38 highly-finished Steel En¬ 
gravings after HARVav and others. Ten Vols., fcap. Bvd, cioih e.rtra, jjilt, L i iw. 
I'he Voltmes are sold se/aralel^f at 6d, ea^h, iilnstrflted, as fdll(rn<s ;• - 

Moral Tales. ' , Madajne de Fleurjr, &c. 

Popular Tales. .Patronage. 

Belinda. * Cpmio Dramas, Leonora, &c. 

Castle Rackrent,Ix5[shBulls,&c. I Harrington, Bores, &c. 
Fashionable Life. j Helen. 

“ Wc do riot know that Miss Edgeworth in the delinc.'ition of manners has, in thp 
whole circle of literature, a rival, except the inimitable authors, of Gil Bias and 
Don Quixote: and the discrimination with which the individuality of her persons is 
jireservcd through all the varieties of rank, sex, and nation, gives to her .stui ies a 
combined charm of truth and novelty, and creates an inteiest more acute than 
fiction (if fiction it can be called) ever excited. Review. 

EDWARDS’S (Jonathan) COMPLETE WORKS, With an 
Essay on his Genius aiul Wruings by Hknky Rokf,r.«i, and a Memoir by 
S. E. Dwiuht. Two Vols., imperial 8vo, with Portrait, cloin exir^, Ls. ss. 

'"I’he * Treatise OH the Will' i.s, to a trtte philosophy of human nature, as the 
I demonstrations of Leibnitz are to modprn meclianioal sdcjlce." - J.SAAdl'AVGw.'. 
ELLIS’S (Mrs.) MOTHERS OF GREAT MEN. A Ncw.Edi- 
lion, with Illustrations by VAi.ENTiiSE Brosilky. Grown 8vo, cloth gilt, 6r. 

EMANUEL ON DIAMONDS AND PiffiCIOUS STONBS; 

riicir History, Value, and .Properties; with Simple Tests for asiertaintng their 
Kcality. By Hakhv Emanuki,, F.R.G.S. 'With numerous Illustration^ Pitted 
iiml Plain. A New Edition, crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, dr. 
ENGLISHMAN’S HOUSE (The); A I’ractical Onidc W. nil in- 
1 crested in Selecting or Building a liotoc, with full Betimaics of Cost, Quantilies, 
Acc, By C. Ji HiCHAROSoy. , Thad Edition. With nearly Coo* Illustrations. 
Grown 8to, cloth extra, js. fuL ’ ' . ’ 

*,* This fM>ok is intended to su/ifiy "a long*fett wmit, r;V,, a, f lain, imtdechnical 
account of tver/ style' of house, with the' tost and manner 0/ it ^ives 

t.iety vtifwty,from a workman'seoilfii^i to.i)t.ff<^leniads faleiice,^, 

;pARADAY’& o:^iGCAi;' Hisak)RT qf , a oandle. 

Lectures delivered to, a Juv^mite Addicrtde. A New Edition, Edited by 
W. ClKQdk&s, E\C.$.,.,&e. Crowufivo; drith extra, wtth,numcroii»Tllus* 
trations, 4^. W. . - , ' 

PAYDAY’S VA^OUSFORCES OF NATURE. A New 
Edition',lEdkcdEyW.-C»doiJBg,‘Ea4.; F.CS., &c. Grown 8vo, cloth.cxir.-i, with 
iiumerooS UUreirotio^Mtl'x*. ‘ 

FIGUliER’^ RRmmVE. KAiT ? A Popul.u MaWual^of the pre- 
.Vailing Tfteories of the Descent rif Man as promulgaicd by Dakwiv,' LyifLc, Sir 
John l.UBBoci(< E. Tiivok, and otlicr e,miu«nt Ethnologists. Tran.s- 

lated frriifl.thc Ijud FrriiKh edition, and revised by E. B, T, ,.mUi adj; Illustra¬ 
tions; Demy'8vo,'cloth esetia, cik-ojt. . > , 

FINISH, TP LLFE m AND, OUT OF LONDON \ or, The Findr 

Adventufe.s of Torn, Jerry. .T:iul Lmic. By I'lKKfB EcA.ti Pa^ al 8\6, doth 
extra, with ^p.ntc<l Coloured Illu-traubos by Cut-iiii-iiANK, 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 

IXAOE3XATJ05W;A|TO ^LAQ3Bit.lAynrS.~-A History 

of the in aJl Cooi^es, from tbe Earlient Period to the Present Time. By 
tite Kev. W. CoopftK, B.A. Hiird EdilioOf itvised tt»d corrected, with numerous 
Sllustratiicms. T^dt crown 8vo, clcth extrn, gilt, icr. 6<f. 

T'OOIsS; ; willi tfee.M^ny Wbiiderful Adventures there, 

AS seen iii <tbi '9friU]gh,>$ur^ring Peep-Show of Professor ;W(dlcy Cobble. Crown 
‘4to, with nearly 330'Very fu^nyPoloured Pictures, clotit extra, gilt, 75. 6<f. 

BOOK op; MAKTTftS; The Acts and Monuments of the 
Church. Edited by John CuMMlNOiJP.B. With, upwards of 1000 Illustrations. 
TIu'cu Vols., itnpeniu 8vo,''cloth extra^ L'i iss. 

PXTLLEB’S (Eev. AJidreW) COMPLETE ‘WORKS. With 

Memoir by his fmperial 8v«„'with Portrait,.cloth extra, lar, 

“He was a man whose sagaeity'enabled,him to,psrtcthith to the depths of every 
subjea he explored; whose conceptions ■were so nowerfd ’ and luminous, that what 
wa.s recondite and original appeared &miHar; 'wbat was intrica&, easy and perspi¬ 
cuous,—in lus hands; equally successful’in enforcing the practical, in stating the 
theoretical, and discussing the polemical branches of theology.’*—R obekt Hau.. 

QELL’S TOPOGRAPHY OP ROME AND ITS VICINITY. 

A New Edition, revised ond enlarged ,bv E. H. Bui^ury’. With a large 
mounted Map of Rome and its Euvirous (from a careful Trigonometrical 
Survey); Two Vols., 8vo, cloth extra, rsr.' 

“ These volumes arc so replete with what is valuable, that were we to employ our 
entire journal. We Could, after all, aiford bht a meagre indication of their interest 
and worth. .... I.earntng, applied to the most patient penaonal research and 
actual examination of every foot of tne interesting clas.stc ground which the inquiry 
embraces,' is the sure rcconunendatiojl of this, very able and standard work.”— 
Athmitutn. . ' 

OELL Ain> GANDYB POMPEIANA; or. The Topography, 
Edifices, and Ornaments of Pompeii. With, upwards of >100 .Erne Engravings by 
Goodaui., CiroKu, RsArH, Pve, &c. De.my 8vo,rcloth extra, gilt, ifts.. 

GEMS OP ART : A Collection of 36 Engravingi, after Paintings by 

Ksmbkandt, Ct'p, REVNOtna, Pouisswi, Tenibes, Cokexociu, 

Gainsdoeuugh, Nohthcotk, &c.,-«!xecu*ea in Mexzotint by l'uaN;iR, Bbomuby, 
&c. ' Polio, in Pcfttfolia, .'itr. ' 

GENIAL SHClWMAN; or, Show Life in the New WorW. Ad¬ 
ventures with AitemUxWaid, and the Story of his life. ' By E. P. Hihg.'^ton. 
Third Edition. Crown 8yo, Illustrated hy W. Bkunton, dU>th extrai^iyjf. daf. 

GIBBON’S ROMAN EMPIR^ (^he aixd of the). 

'' With Memoir of thq Author, and full GehOThl Index; Imfteridl S^fWitlrPortrait, 
doth extra, xjX. ' ■ ^ ' ‘ ■' 

GILBERT’S (W. S.) DRAMATIC VTORES {<‘ A.'toed Wd,” 

&c. &C.). . One VoL, crown l-Vd; doth eattra. 

GIL BLA^.—RISTORIA DE GIL RLA9.de SANTZLLANA. 

Por Le Sagb. Ttadddda al Gastdismo ^ oi pAnAB'IkLA. NuovaRdicion, cor- 
eglda y revisada. Complete inGae-Voh Post 8vo, cl. extr^'.neiai^ doo pp, 4s; 6af. 

QILLRATS CARIOATIIRES; Pointed froth; the 
all engraved by UimsbU' between and x8xo; comprisihg the best Politidil and 
Humorous Satim of the Re^ ef GJtOXGK' tub Thixcd, in upwards gf-600 highly 
spirited Engrayingx. . A^as lolio,tIwdf-tnoract»'eKlra, gilt twi, £<% tbx.—There 
is also a Volume of the Plates, atlas,feho, halHaotocco, 31X. 6 d,— 

ARo, a Volume o# Lgrricki-kiBS BBaORimoNs, con^ridhg a very amusing 
"T*blitical History, of Ae Rgtgn of 'CltoRGB tne' Thiko, by Tjios..'W»innT and 
R, H. Evans. Demy 8vo, dUlh extra, ly. ;• dr half-morocco, ix xt. t 
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iSHLLRAT, THE OAEIOATUEIST: The Story of his Life and 
Times, and AneCdotiU Bescripltiiffis of his,. 1 ^ngriivini):s.. Edited by Thomas 
Wkight, Esq., MA., F.S.A, . Wilb 83 full-'pagc JPlates, and num<;raus Wood 
Engravings. Beiny 4to, 600 pages, cloth exua, 31^. 6 d . 

"High as the expectations excited by this description {in the Introduction] may 
be, they will not be disappointed. The most inquisitive or exacting reader will 
find ready gathered to his hand, witbCut the tremble of reference, almost every 
scrap of narrative^ anCcdote, ghssip, scandal, dr epigram, in fioetry or prose, flyit he 
can possibly reqnire for the elucidation of the C9,nc3itv«es"-^iMrterfy Review. 

GLEIO’S CHELSEA PENSIONERS: Saratoga, the Rivals, arid 
other Stories. IJy.ihe Rev.G. R. Gmc^late Chaolain to Her Majesty’s Forces, 
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, ss. ' * 

GOLDEN LIBRARY. 

Square ifisno (Tauchnitz .size), cloth, extra gilt, price ar. per Vol. 

CLERICAL ANECDOTES ; The Humours and Eccentricities of 

“the Cloth.” 

HOLMES’S*AXJTOCRAT OF THE BREAKFAST TABLE. 

With an Introfluction by GaoRtix Aikjust.ws Sala. 

HOLMES’S PROFESSOR AT THE BRjEAKFAST TABLE. 

With the Story of Iris. 

HOOD’S WHIMS AND ODDITIES: Both Series Complete in 

One Volume, with all the original Illuxlrations. 

IRVING’S (Washington) TALES OF A TRAVELLER. 
LAMB’S ESSAYS,OF ELI^.. Both Series Complete in One Vol. 
LEIGH HUNT’S ESSAYS: A.Tale for a Chimney Comer, and 
other Pieces. With Portrait, and Introduction by Edmond Olubk. 
MALLORY’S (SI? ThoKtfcS) MORT D’ARTHUR; The Stories of 
King Arthur and of the Knights of the Round Tabic. Edited by B. M. Ranking. 
PASCAL’S PROVINCIAL LETTERS. A Mew'lVansUtion, with 
Historical Introduction and Note%, by T. M'CRig, LL.I>. 

POPE’S qq^LBTE POETICAL WORKS. -Reprinted from the 

Original Editions. 

SHELLEY’S EARLT POEMS, AND QUEBiT MAB, with Essay 

by Lrigh H unt. 

SHELLEY’S LATER POEMS : Laon and C>'thna, &c. 
SHELLEY’S POSTHUMOUS POEMS, the SHELLEY 
PAPERS, &c 

SHELLEY’S P^lOSE WORKS, including A Refutation of Beipm, 

Zastrozri, St. IrVyne, &«. 

THOlflBON’S SEASONS, AND CASTLE OF. INDOLENCE. 

With 4 IllustEaticm.s by Wimjam Hakvbv, and Wfc by Ur. JohnsoKi. 

WHITE’S NATURAL JBUSTORT QF ^tiBORNE. Mted, 

with addirianS, by ThomAs Bsotyn, F,LS. 

» I ^ ' '» *. j ' ' e - • I 

GOLDEN ^TREASURY THOUGHT. An Encydoptedia of 

Quotations £N>ta Write;?! of all Times and all Countries Selected and, Edited by 
TSrBOPoas.TAyioK. Svo, tlcith gilt, and gilt tag&s. 

GOSPEI^ ^he Holy).' Illustrated mth. upwards of aooWood 
Engraving after the best Masters, and every page surrounded, by orpameotal 
Borders; Haadsomely frih^d, Imperil 4t<n dlbth, flill flit (Geolieratyle), lOt, Cl. 
GREENWOOD’S WtLDS OF LONDON ; Inscriptive Sketches 
from Personal Observations and Experience of Rerodrkable Scenes, Pecple, and 
Places in Imndon. By JamiIS Grrenwood, die " Lambeth. Casual.” With la 
Tinted lUttstnsHons by Ai.VKXD.CoNCAKeM. Ciywn dodt eatra, eilt, yr. 6ii. 
" Mr. Tame.*! Gro«snrc»d presents hinfself once mope ift the character of ^one whose 
delight It Is- to do his humble endeavour towards and dxtmating social 

abuses and those holc-and-coyaer evils which afflkt society.* '^■^Saiurmy Review. 
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GREVIIiLE’S CBYPTOGAMIO PliORA. Comprising the Triii- 

cipal Species found in Great Hiritain> incUisaR’e hf .'dl t!w Kew ,Specjc.s recciulv 
discovered in Scotlnu'd.' Sis: Vdls. ro,yar8v(», with 360 beautifully Coloured I’lale^, 
IiiUf'morocoo. gilt, £7 js ,; the Plates uncol6uied, jC4 tq.r. 6<f. 

‘‘ A truly admirably work, whidi .laaiy be Wnestly designittcd as so oxccllent, tJiat 
nothing cAa bo foupd to comixste with it tuilie whole rani»e of Indigenous liotany ; 
whether weconsidw ttieamjwjrtance of Its critical discussions, the accuracy of ih- 
drawings, the miitiuoucss of the aiialyscs, or tlic unusual tare, which is evident in 

the publishing: department,”- 

■dRlMM,—aiSRM 4 N Popular sirORIES. Collected by il.e 
Brothers Grimm, ami Translntjsd by KntiAR Tavi,o«. Edited, ’with.an Intiodm - 
lion, by John RusKim ^'ith as llliisfratious after the irdiiutable designs nt 
Gko. Ckuikshank. Both Series Complete.’ Sq. tr.Bvo, 6f. twf.; gilt leaves, 7 .«. f./. 
“ The illmstratiOns of tikis voltiRld . . . . are of quite sterling and admirable ai t, 
of a class precisely parallel in elevation to the'character of the. tales which they 
illustrate ; and the original etchings, as I Jraye, Ikcfore said in the Appendix tomy 
‘ Elements of Drawing,^ were unrivalled in luasterfulncss of touch^ince Reinbraniit 

(in some qualities of delineation, unrivalled even by him).To make soim-- 

what enlarged copies of them, looking at them through a tnngnifying glass, and 
never pultiiig two lines where Cniikshank has put only one, w'ould l)i; an exercise in 
decision ami severe '■drawing wluch would leave aftenvjurd.s little to be learnt in 
schools.”— Ex!nKt from Intmitti tim ^j'^ohn Ri'skin. 

GULLIVERS TRAVELS. IJy Jonathan Swift. %Vhh I.ifo 

of the Author, and numerous Wood Eng-avings. Demy 8vo, doth extra, gilt, 
GUYpT’S EARTH AND 1 CA.N; or, riiysieal (icography iii its 
Relation to the History of Mniukind. With Additions by Ptofessors Aiiassi/, 
Pm«CK, and Grav. With la Maps and Eiigr.tvings on Steel, some Colomcd, 
and copious Index. A New Edition. Crown Svo, cloth cxtr.i, gilt, '4.1. 6if. 

TTALL’S (Mrs. S, C.) SKETCHES OF IRISH CHARACTER. 

Willi numerous lUustrijiUons on .Steel and Wood, by DANtKi.MACi.rsft, .^ir 
JoMN GtcBERT, W. Harvkv, and G. CKi.iK;sw.cNK. Svo, cloth extra, gilt, yr. tv/. 
‘‘The Irish sketches of this lady nesemWc Miss ^Milford’s lieautiliil English 
Sketches in *Our Village,’ but they, are far more vigorous and pictuiesquc and 
bright.’'~.^/«ri{!ttwd''jr Ma^nsine. « 

HALL _ 11 A.RKS (BOOK OF) ; or, ManX'ial of Reference for the 

Coldsmuh .and Silversmith. By AtT'RBU LcTSCHAXihtG, Crown Svo, with 40 
Platcs of the Hall-nuurksof the dlflcrent Assay Towns of the Kingdom, yr. . 

HARRIS’S AUEELIAN; A Natural Jlislory of English Moths un.l 

Butterflies, and the Plants on which theyfccd. A New Edition. JlSdited, with 
ndditionh, by J. It. WbsTwooo, . With about 400exquisitely Coloured Fjgut-es of 
Motlis, Bullet flies, Catoicpilbrs, &c., and the Plants ou'which'they feeSl.' Bmiiil 
folio, haW-moroeeb extra, gilt edges, £2 6</. , , ’ •' 

HEEREN'S HtSTORlOAJt WORKS. Ttttnslatea., from the 
German by Bak<5roi*t,' a^nd,various, (^xford. Scholao®. >Sijc Vols., Svo, 

cloth'extra, jCi'lbr.; dr, sepsorateiy/fir. per vidwljtie. \ ' . ' 

•,* TkeCmttnts iM Art< V-Vols,. i And Historical 

Researches into the Pouties, Interoounp;; and .-^radq of the Andent Nalton;, 
of Africa; 3. Researches into the Rolttio«; 4 «tef(»l«ae,.and Trade of riih Amcient 
Nations of Afrioa. including the Carthagiidaoii. Ethiojiuaosi and Egyptians; 4. If!.■,• 
tory of the Political'System of Eur^v^uid its '■Gol'mies ; 5, History of 'Aucieiu 
Greece, whh Histuriem Treatises; 6 . A Mangai of Andeni Histo^, w‘iUi special 
reference to ih«i ConstimiipUsijConimerct^ and Coloniqs Of the^-Stot^ m Antiquity. 


: upon Httcreu'as havIng',^breathed ,hfe.l»ib"ihe. di'y'b®**®''' 

Ancient Hi,!ttory. "In countries, the'tih>torV of which'has'iheen top igiperfectly 
known to afford Wsons of ymUtidlt! HrisdOm. he has taught tm stih more interesting 
lessons—on the social relations of men, and the intercourse of nations in the earlier 
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ages of the world. His work k as learned as a professed commentary on the 
ancient historians and geograpTicrs, and as" entertaining as a modem book of 
yK’tsfA'i, —Edinburgh Aiviem, 

. THE ORICrHAL HOCAKTH. 

HOGARTH’S WOEKS. Bngraved BY Himself. 153 fine Plates, 
with elaborate Lcttcipres.s Descriptions by John Nichols. Atlas fblio, half¬ 
morocco extra, gilt edges, £j los.. 

“ 1 was plca.sed with the reply of a gentleman who, Imiug asked which bcfok he 
esteemed most m his Hlirary, answered ‘Shakespeare;’ being, asked which he es¬ 
teemed next,best, answered * Hogarth.’”—C haLamb'. 

HOGARTH’S WORKS, With Life and Anecdotal Descriptions 

of the Pictures, by John Ikblanu and John Nichols. 160 Engravings, re¬ 
duced in exact facsimile of the Originals. The whole in Three Scrie.s, 8vo, cloth, 
gilt, ais. 6tf, ; or, separately, yr. per voltome, 

HOGAR'^H MORALIKHD : A Complete Edition of all tlie mo.st 
capital and admired Works of William Hogaktii, accompanied by concise 
and comprehensive Ex^ilanaiions of their Moral I'ehdeuoy, by tbc lato Kev. lir. 
Tkuslkr ; to which are'added, an lutroductorv E-ssay, and nutny Original and 
Sdccled Notes, by John Major. With S7 Plaits .md numerous Woodcuts. 
N ew Edition, revised, corrected, and enlarged. Demy 8vo, lif.-Roxburghe, xss. bd. 

HOGARTH’S FIVE DA'XS’ FROLIC; or, I’eregiinations hy 
Land and Water. Illustrated by Tinted Drawings, made by Hogarth and 
Scott during the Journey. Demy 4to, cloth extra, gilt, loi'. (id. 

HOLBEIN’S PORTRAITS OF THE COURT OF HENRY 

THEEKJMTH. A Scries of 84 exquisitely beautiful Tinted Plates, engraved 
by Bartolozzi, Cooper, and others, and printed on 1 'inted Paper, in imitation 
of the Original Drawibgsin the Royal Collection at Windsor. 'With Historical 
I.etterpte^ by Kdmunb Lodge, Norroy King of Arms. .Imperial 4to, half¬ 
morocco extra, gilt edges, Xs isx. bd. 

HOLBEIN^S PORTRAITS OF THE COURT OF HBHRY VIH. 

Chambbklaine’s Imltatiops of the Ortgirtal Drawings, mostly engnaved by 
Haktolozzi. gz splendid Portraits (inclining 8 additional Plates), elaborately 
tinted in Colours, witli Descriptive and Biographical Notes, by EoMtiND Lodge, 
Norroy King of Arms. Allas fpl, half-morocco, gilt edges, £ao, —^I’he same, Prooe 
lMi'RK.ssioNa, uncoloiired, half-Roxburghe,vCx8. , ' 

HONE’S SORAP-BQOKS < TJie,-Miscellaneous Collections of 
William Honk, Author of “ TheTahle-Book," “Every-Day Book,” and “ Voar- 
Book;' being a Supplementary Volume to those works. Now hrst published. 
Wnh Notes, Portraits, and »tunerou.s Illustrations of curious smd eccentric objects, 
woam ^o. . ‘ _ [fttpKefiarntion. 

HOOD’S (Tom) FROM NOWHERR. TO THE NORTH 

POLE: A Noah’s Arkaiological Narrative. By Tom Mood. With ac. lllustja- 
tion^ by W. Bkvnton and E. C,kBakNks. Square croUfn ftvo, in a handsome and 
.specially-designed bbdimf, gilt edges, dr. 

“ * if “ turn over the drpll pag«i of ' From Nowhere 

to the Noijtn Pwe,* and to think that he will^ never make the young people, for 
whom, like his famous fethet; he ever had such a kind, sympathetic Imart, biugh or 
cry any more. Tids ia a- birdtday story, and no part of it is better than the first 
chaptex', concerning birthday.^ in general, aud FraukV birthday in particular. Thi 
amusing letterpress is profnsely interspwsed with the jingling rhymes which children 
love and learn so easily,. Messrs. Bruntoniand Barnes <lo fudl justice to the.\witer*s 
meaning, and a pleasaptilr t«$u,lt.of the harmonious co-operation ct author aiid asiist 
coulduot be des«ed.’*—TfrwM. 

HOOpai’S ,(Sir.W 1111 amjl EXOTIC F^ORA.. Contaming Figures 

and Descriptions of Rate or otherwise interosting Exotic 'Plants. Witn Rem.irks 
upon their .Generic and Specific Characters, NatuiM Orders, Culture, &c. Con- 
‘t^mg l^e 01^ beautsfuny .Coloured Plates. 11 ir«eV«la-» imperial 8vo, 
cloth extra, gil^ fit. « , 
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HOOiraR AND ai^VlLIjR’S IGONES FUJCUM; or, 
Fifi;ures and DrscJiptidn# of Ferns, itniny of %l>ich have teen a1to^et^ter un¬ 
noticed by Botanists, or have been incorredtiy figurfcd. Widi 240 beautifully 
Coloured Platea Two Vols*, folio, half-moroeco, silt,';^le lai. 

HOPE’S dOSTXJ» OP THE ANCIENUS. Illustrated in 
tipwards of jao Outline Engravings, contaiuii^ Representations of Egyptian, 
Greek, and Ronian liablts and Dresses. A New Edition. Two Vols., royal 8vo, 
cloth extra, ;£* S*- 

HOBNE. — ORION. An Epic Poem, in Three Books. By Richard 
H it>JGisT HrvKitE.- With Photographic Portrait. Tenth Edition. Crown 8vo, 
cloth extra, 7A ' 

“ Orion will be admitted, by every man of genius, to bo one of the noblest, if not 
the very Aoblest poetical work of Ac age. , Its defects are trivial and conventional, 
its beauties intrinsic and supreme.”—E dgar ,AL.t.A*r Poft. 

HOWE'S {Rev. John) COMPLETE WOBES. With Memoir of 

his Life by Dr, 'Calamy. Imperial 8vo, with#Ortrait, cloth extra, 15*. 
'HUGO’S (Victor) LBS MISERABLES. Complete--in .Three 
Parts.—Part I. FANTINK. Illustrated boards, ar.—Part 11 . COSE-TTE 
AND MARIUS. Illustrated boaiils, as.—Part III. ST. DENIS AND JEAN 
VA[,JEAN. Illustrated boards, ar. Gd. 

“This work has* somcthinir more than Ae beauties of an exquisite style or the 
word-compelling power of a literary Zeus to recommend it to the tender care of a 
distant posterity: in dealing wiA all the emotions, passions, doubts, fears; which go 
to in.tke up our common humanity, M. Victor Hugo has stamped upon every page 
the Hall-mark of genius and the foviitg patience and conscientious labour of a true 
artist. But the merits of ‘ Les Misdrablcs ’ do not merely consist iu Ac conception 
of it as a whole ; it'abounds, page after pa,gc, with details of unequalled beauty.”— 
Quarterly Review. 

HUGO’S (Victor) BY THE KING’S COMMAND. Complete 
Euglibli Translidiou of ** L’Homme qui Rit." Post Svo, illustrated boards, 
ar. (id. 

HUME AND SMOLLETT’S HISTORY OP ENGLAND. With 

a Memoir of by himself. Chronological, Table of Contents, and General 

Index. Imperial 8vo, with Portraits of the Authors, cloth extra, 151. 

HUNT’S (Robert) DROLL STORIES OP OLD OORl^ALL; 
for, Poj'['i,A8 Romances ok, the Wkrt of England. Witli lilustAtiuns by 
Oeokor Ckuik.siiawk. CAwn 8vq, cloth extra, gilt, 74. d</. ' 

TTALIAN SCHOOL OP DESIGN (The): Oi beautiful Plates, 
chiefly Fngraved by BARTOLOZzr,.after Paintings in the Royal Collcction by 
Micharl Angbi.o, Dumenichino, AnnisialB'CarAcci, and others. Xmperku 
4tc>, half-morocct), gilt edges, Xa lai. td. ' ’• » 

TARDINE'S (Six Wm.'f NATURALIST^g LlBRA,BY. 4a Vbls. 
fcap. 8vo, illustrated by oirer rsoo Coloured. PiateabWith.nidnerous P<Htrait» 
and Memoirs of eminent Naturalists, half (imitation) csiV Aili gilt, top i6dges.gi!t, 
.£9 gf.; or, separately, cloth .extra, 4*. per yol,,' ai f^)^^ewA^-^' 

Vols. t to 4. EritiAliinJs; 5^ : 6 and 7, Humhung BirJs8, Game 

Birds { g. Pigeons : ?o. Part-Ols : TJf and ra. Bims of West Afiica ; *3. Fly 
l'.atcVrs : t4- Pheawnts, Peacocks, &,c.; is* Aniraafe-tIo!l*'^'OctiQa; i& Lions 
ai.d Tigers; 17. British* Quadrupeds; 18 and 19. Dogs: ao. Horses; ax and aa. 
Ruminating Animats; 33. Elephants, &c. ^ 24. Mgrsupihiia; 25. Seat& &c.; a6. 
Whales,'*Rc.: a;. Moufeys; aS, In^cls^Introductioa: ag. BrxtiA Butterflies; 
30. British Moths. Rc.; 31. Foreign Bntterftios; ^a.- Foreign MoAs; g3.,BeeUe8; 
34. Bees; 35. Fishes—Introduction!'and Foreign Fishes; atf and, ,37. BritiA 
Fishes; 38. IVrch, &c.: 39aud.4a. Fishes pf. Guiana j 41. Smith's Nafutm History 
of Man: 42. Gould's Humnung Birds 

JENNINGS' (Hargrave) ONE OP THE THtSTY.- With 
numerous curious lliustlra^ons. Crown 8vo, cloth egtta, xesn (>d. 
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JENNiKaS’ {Baxe^vm) trjBCi: EOSICEITOIAKS : Their 

Rites inti Mysteries. With 'Cbatifers on tlie Ancient Fire and .Sct^>eiU Wor¬ 
shippers, and Explanations of Mystic'Symbols in Monuments and Talismans 
of Primeval Philosophers.' Crown 8 to, with. 300 Illustrations, lor, Oaf. 
JEREOLD’S (Blanchard) QEN^P. BEE GENT. A Story Written 

on a Bill .‘ftamp. Reap. 8vo, illustrated boards, or. ^ 

JEEEOLD’S (PouglaB) THE BAEBEE’S CHAIE, AND THE 
HEDGEHOr. LETTERS. Edited, jvilh an Introduction, by hisiion, Ui.AttCHA,KU 
JekroU). Crown Svo, with Stoel Plate Pwrtrait, cloth extra, yr. 6rf, 

•'Better fitted than any other of bis productions to give an idea of Douglas 
Jerrold’s amazing wit the ‘Barber’s Chair’ may be pre.somed to give as near an 
approach as is possjblc in print to the wit of Jerrolcl’i^ conversation.”— 

“No library is comple'te without DouglasJerrold’s Works; erg^o, no library is 
complete .without the‘BarbePs Chair.’ A delightful volume; tlie papers arc most 
amusing; they abound with sly tdnehes of sarca:>m; they are htll of playfdi wit and 
fancy.”— World. 

JERKOCD’S (Douglas) BEOWNRiaa BAPERS, AND MINOR 
STORIES. Edited by his Son, Blanchaku J»RBOt,i). PostSvo, illusl. bds, sr, 
JOHNSON’S ENQLISH DIOTIONARY. Printed verbatim from 

the Author’:. Last and most Complete Edition, with all the Example.^ in full; to 
which are prefixed a History of the Language and a Grammar of the English 
Tongue, imperial 8vo, cloth extra, 15^. ’ . 

'This is H01V the onl^ complete edition ofyohnson's Dictionary in print. Tor 
it Critical vieio of ike English Tangnage it is tndisptntaHe. 

JOHNSON’S (Dr. Samuel) WORKS. With Life, by MuRWiv. 

Two tlvick Vols., 8vo, with Portrait, cloth extra, rs-t. 

JOHNSON’S LIVES OP ENGLISH HIGHWATIiIBN, 
PIRATES, AND ROGERS. With Additiuns by Wmitkmkao. Fcap. 8vo, 
16 Plates, cloth extra, gilt, $s, - ■ 

JOSEPHUS (The Works of). Translated by Whiston'.- Con- 

t.-iiniiig both the “ Antiquities of the Jews,” and the “Wars of the Jews." Two 
Vols., Svo, with se Illustrations and Maps, cloth extra, gilt, 

WNGSLEY’S (Henry) New Noyel, NUMBER SEVENTEEN. 
In Two VoLs., crown Svo, cloth extra, price aif*, at all Libraries and at the 
Booksellers’. 

KNIGHT’S (H. GaEy) ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHITECTURE 
OF ITALY, fropi.tne.Umc.of Constantine tO the Fifteenth Century, .with Intro¬ 
duction and descriptive Text. Complete in Two Serie.s; the First, to the cud of 
the Eleventh Centvwy; the Shcond, from the Twrcifth to the Fifteenth Cciuury ; 
containing Si beautifut Views of F.cdesiastical Buildings in Italy, several of them 
Illuminated in gold and colours. Imperial folio, half-morocco extra,,price^£3 131. Cd. 
each Series. ■. ■ ''v ' ' • , 

“ To the amateur of architecture' but especially to those who have visited, or may 
intend to visit Italy, tbhr book will be found invaluable."—Ywwrr. 

TjAMB’S (Charfk) COMPLETE WORKS, in Prose and Ver.se, 

reprinted-£rpm the Original Editions, with many pieces now first included in 
•^ny KditioUi and Notefi aha Introduction hy R. H, Shrpiibxo. With Two Por- 
tmit* ;*nd facnmlle pf a page of the “EsSay on Roast Pig.” Crown Svo, cloth 
^tta, gilt, ^S.'>6d. 

“ Is it not tune for ft nfiw and final edition of I-aWiVs Works—a finer tribute to his 
memory than any nmifumeitt'in Edmonton, churchyard! Lamb’s writingSi uud 
more especially bis fugitive production*, have sc.arceiy ycr escaped from a slate of 
cihAoiT--Westminster Eeview^ October, 1874. 

“A com^te edition of Lamb's writings, in pmse. sod verse, has long l»cn 
wanted, ana'te now supplied-', Ihe editor appears to have taken great patus to bring 
together f^ainiVs scattered cpntrlhutioiu., and his collectioj|;i c<»itain:> a number of 
pieces which ate now reproduced for the first, tune since their original appearance in 
various old periodicals."— Review. 
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' IiAMB (Mary axid Oharlei) : X> 0 £MS, LSTTUBS, and ' 

REMAINS, WSthlfleimniscences rnifl Noteabby W- Carew Hazlitt. WiA 
Hancock’s Porthiit of the Essayist, Facsimiles of the Title-pages of the rare First 
Editions of Lamb’s spid Coleridge's Works, and numerous iUpstrations. Crown 
dvo, doth extr^, lor. 6<f.; Large Paper Copies, atr. 

“ Must be consulted by all future biographers of the Lambs.”— Kevt<t. 
“Very many passages will delight those fond of Itter^ trifles ; hardly any 
portion will fau in interest for lovers of Charles Lamb uid his -Standard. 

LAN£> 3 ££B’S (Bir Edwin),BltCHINaS OE CABNITOBOUS 

ANIMALS, Comprising 38 subjects, chiefly Early Works, etched by his Brother 
Thomas or his Father^ with letterpress Descriptions. Royal 4to, cloth extra, 
asf. 

LEE (Oenetnl BobertE.): BIS LIFE AKD OAMFAIG^HS. By 

his Nephew, Edwarp Lee Chiuoe. ' With !Sted-plate Portrait by Jeens, and 
a Map. Post 8vo, or. ^ ' 

“ A valuable aud well-written contribution to the history of the civil wiur in the 
United incites,'’—Satitrdajf Hevievt, 

“ As a clear and compendious survey of a life of the true heroic type, Mr.' Childe’s 
volume may well be commended to the English reader.”—Gm/AiV. 

“'fhough the American War came to a close now almost exactly ten years ago, and 
though the memory of the doings of many of the men who took part iu that disa^ 
trnus struggle is almost lo.st, there remains one memory the brilliancy of which is 
Mill unclouded. (leneral Robert Lee, the man upon whom for so many months Uie 
whole of the Confederate hopes seemed to hang, won for himself the admiration, not 
only of tbo.se who could appreciate military genius, but of those who could under- 
stmid high honour and that honesty which givc-s the best charm to manliuod. ‘ The 
Life of General Lee,’ by Mr. Lee Childe, is a wo.-k that deserves the most careful 
attention. Not on}y doc.s it bring in connection with the c.ariy life and training of 
Robert Lee some things which will help to a better undersundiug of what lus 
character in manhood was, but It gives, in tliefullc.st and best forms, accounts of the 

military opt*mtion.s which lie conducted.Mr. Childe has given us u most 

valuable book; not the least valuable part of it being the introductory chapter, in 
which the causes that led to the American Civil War are stated with a faimoss and 
cleuiness that we h.ave not met with h^{ore.'’—ScofStmM. 

LEMPKIEBEB CLASBIOAL • DICTIONABY. Miniature 
Edition. Confining a Full Account of, oil Proper Names mentioned in Ancient 
Authors, and much Information respecting the Usages and Habits of the Creeks 
and .Romans, corrected to tlie present state of knowledge^ iBmo, embossed 
roan, 5*. 

LIFE IN LONDON^ or. The Day and Night Scenes of Jerry 
Hawthorn and Cprinthian Tom. With t^ie wuqui Of Cebikshank’s very 
Iixu.sTRATiONS, in Colours, after the Originals. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 

LINTON'S (Mrs. FATBICIA EEiifcBALL : A Novel. 

New and Popubir lEdition. Crown Svo, cloth extra, gih, da, 

“A very clever and well-constructed story, original and afr iking, and interestmg 
idlthiougn. . . . A novel abounding in thought and power and interest. "—TbWr. 

” Perhajis the ablest novel published in Lo^on this year (1874) ... We know of 
nothing in the novels we have lateij' read equal to the scene in which Mr.- Hamley 
proposes to' Dora . . . We advise our readers to send to the Hbiary ibr the story, 

” I’his novel is distinguished by qualities wMch entitle it to a place apart firom the 
ordinary Action of the day} . . . displays genuine humour^as wdl} as keen 

social omtervation.Enough graphic portraiture and wittyobserVation to 

fundsh ma’.cria!.<i for half a doaen novms pf uie Ordinary ]dn^."—Satitrdaf Rtvitw, 




CHATTO <5t- WINDVS, PICCADILLY. 


*7 


* LINTON’S (Mri.) JOSHIJA DATEDSON, QHEISTIAN ANO 

COMMUNIST. Sixth Eui’noN, with a New Preface. Small crown 8vo, dotlj 
extra, 4f. td. 

“In a short and vigorous preface, Mrs. Linton defends her notion of the logical 
outcome of Christianity as emuodied in this attempt to conceive how Christ would 
have acted, with whom He would have fraternised, and whe would have declined to 
receive Him, had He appeared in the'present generation. 

LONDON.—WILKINSON’S LONDINA ILLXJBTRATA; or, 

Graphic and Hlstoriciil Illustrations of the most Interesting and Curious Archi¬ 
tectural Monuments of the City and Suburbs of Ixmdon and Westminster (now 
mostly destroyed). Two Vols., imjierial 4to, containing aoy Coi^perplate En- 
gravtng.s, with historical and descriptive Letterpress, half-bound morocco, top 
edges gilt, ;^5 Sf. 

An ennmeratien of a fno of the Platts will give some idea of the uope of 
the JVorh'.—St- Bartholomew’s Church, Cloisters, an<fPriory, in 1393 : St. Michael’s, 
Cornhill, in 1421 ; St. Paul’s Cathedral and Cross, in i6ifi and 1656; St. John’s of 
Jerusalem, Clbrkenwell, x66o; Bunyan’s Meeting House, in rdS^: Guildhall, in 
1517; Cheapsidc and its Cross, in 1547,1585, and 1641; Cornhill, in 1599; Merchant 
'I'aylors* Hall, in 1599; Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, in i6ta and 1O47; Alicyuc's 
Bear Garden, in 1614 and 1647 ; Dniry L.nnc, in 1793 and 1814: Covent Garden, in 
1732,17^4, and i8og; Whitch.ill, in 1638 and 1697; Vork House, with Inigo Jones’s 
Water (late, circa 1636; Somerset House, previous to its alteration by Inigo Jones, 
circa ](6oo: St. James's Palace, tCCo; Moiitagy House (now tbe Britisli Museum) 
before 1685, and in 1804. 

LONGFELLOW’S PROSE WORKS, Complete, w'ilh Portrait 
and Illustrations by Valentine Bmomley. 800 pages, crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 
7s . 6d. 

•** This is hy far the most comflete, edition ever dssved in this covniry.- 
''Outre-Mer" contains ttvo additional chapters, restored from the first edition; 
xvhile “ The Poets and Poetty of Europe,” and the little collection tf Sketches 
entitled " Dry^twood,” are neno first introduced to. the English public. 

LOST BEAUTIES OP THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. An 

Appeal to Authors, Poets, Clergymen, and Public Sijcakcrs. By Charles 
Machay, LL.D. Crown 8vo, doth extra, fx, fid. > 

LOTOS LEAVES: Original .Stories, Essays, and Poems, byWii.KiE 
Collins, Mark Twain, Whitelaw Kriu, John Hav, Noah Bhook.s, Joii-n 
Brougham, P. V. Nasjby, Isaac Bkomlky, and others. Profusely Illustrated by 
Alfreh Fredericks, Artiivr Lumlev, John J.a Farce, Oiluekt Uuklino, 
GrcIrgs White, and others. Crown 410, handsomely bound, doth extra, gilt and 
gilt edges, six. 

"A very comely apd pleasant volume, produced by general eontrilJUtion of a 
literary club in New York', which has some kindly relations with a Amiilar coterie in 
London. A livre die luxe, ijplendidly illu»tratcd, — Telegraph. 


TUTAGLISE’S GiXLERY OF ILLUSTRIOUS LITERARY 

OHARACTERS. 7 Tkb famous Eraser Portraits ) With Notes by the 
late William AlAGiNN, LL.D. Edited, With copious additional Notes, by Wii.- 
1.1AM Baths, B.A. The ^ume oontaim. 83 Charactbkistic Portraits, now 
hrst issued ih a complete fonn, Demy 4to, doth gill and gilt edges, 31X. f>d. 
"One of the mbst interesting volumes of this yew’s Hterattt«.’’“- 2 '**«xx. 
"Deserves a place dn eveiy drawmg-room table, and may nottinfitly be reindved 
from thedihwtng-robiAtothRliiaRxy.^’—i^/er^ArfdX'. * 


MADRE NATURA versm THE UOhOCB. OF FASHION. 

By Luke 'LutNSK: With 33 Illustrations hy the Author. Fourth Edition, 
revtMd and'eslarged; Crown 8vo, doth, extra gilt, is. dd. 

" Agreeably written and anuiringly iliuswmed.. Common sense and erudition aA 
brought to b(^ on the subjects discussed in it,”—Zanrel. 
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MAGNA GHAllTAt An exact Tacsitnile of the Original Docu- 
ment in .the British Museum, priiueil on fine plate paper, nearly 3 feet lon§ hy 
3 feet wiSe, with the Arms, and Seals of the Barons emblazoned in Gold and 
,CoiouTS. Price 5*. 

A full Translation, -with Notes, printed on a l.irge sheet, price 6 di 

MANTELL’S PICTOBIAL ATLAS QP FOSSIL REMAINS. 

With Additiont and Leficriptions, 4to, 74 Goloiired Plates, cloth extra, 314. 6 ei. 

>AUTBOR^& CXmRECfSX) EDWON. 

MARK TWAIN’S CHOICE WpKKS. Revised and Corrected 
throughout by the Author. Wtlh Life,. Portrait, and numerous Illustrations; 
700 pages, dodt extra, gilt, ^s.ULt - \ ‘ 

MARK TWAIN’S PLEASITRE TRIP on tUB CONTINENT 

of EURT)PE. With Frontispiece. 500 pages, illust, boards, ar;; clt^thextra, 3f.6<f. 

MARRYAT’S (Florence) New Novel, OPEN! SESAME! in 

Three Vols,, crown 8vo, 3M. (d. At all Librarie.s and at the Booksellers'. 

“ A story which arou.ses and sustains the reader’s interest to a higher degree than, 
perhaps, any of its author'.^ former works. . . A vt^ry c.xcelleut story.”—- 

MARSTON’S' (Dr. Westland) DRAMATIC and POETICAL 

WORKS. Collected Library Edition, in Two Vols., crown 8vo. f/« the Press. 
MARSTON'S (PfiiUp nomkr.) POEMS. 

SONG TIDE, and other Toems. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 

cloth extra, 8s. 

“This is a first work of extraordinary performance and of .itill more extraordinary 
l^oniise. The younge.st schwi! of English poetry has received an important acces¬ 
sion to its ranks in Philip Bourke 'Rlax&lon.”~Exatnmer. 

ALL IN ALL ; Poem.s and Sonnets. 'Crown Svo, cloth extra, Sj'. 

“ Many of these poem.s are leavened with the leaven of genuine poetical sentiment, 
and c-xpre-ssed with grace and beauty of langimgc. A tender melaiichoh’’. as well as 
a peuetrati^ pathos, gives character to much of their sentiment; and lends it an 
irresistible interest to all who can kaV—StXftdard. • 


MAXWELL’S LIFE OF THE DtJEE OP WEL^liINGfON. 

'three Vols., Svo, with numerous highly finished Line and Wood, Engravings by 
I’miincnt Artists, Cloth extra, gilt, Xt 7^ 

MAYHEW’S ‘LONDpN CHARACTERS; Rkstiraliohs of the 
Humour, Pafbfxs, gnd- PuciiliariUes ■ of - Lptidon .lafe.. ,By Hrnrv Mavhhw, 
Author of “Loudon Labdur and the L'ondon'ppor, uhd drter Writers. With 
nearly roo graphicJlldstmtions by W. Gn.REUK.'r'^nd'Others, Qr.Svo, cl. extra, 6r. 
“Well fut^d»tjproiiuse,‘of itsriuo. '• . The |iiod)c.U au em^eiltiyi^eresttng 
one, and will probawy attract many, iwdtea"-—C«w»*fLVrfa«ifrtr.V' 

MEMORIALS OF MANCHRSFHR STl^EFS. : % RJichard 
Wright Procter'. With an AiH>endix. boptaiuing ;“DjeOicetham Library,” 
by James CaossuBY, F.S.A'.; and “.Obl.Maschesterand its Worthies,'” by James 
Ckoston, F.SA.^ Demy Svo, Mclath'extra, with .Pfiotograjdue Frontbpece and 

* numerous llldstratk>ns, fsr. “ / ,, ■ .e- , ' 

MEYRICK’B ENGRAYED Ii:^HSTm,TIONS OF AN<^EBNT 
ARMS AND ARMOUR, 154 highly finished Et^inga'hif.thO Cdllectioii at 
Goodrich Court, Herefordshire es^-y^ by Joseph'S ic&t'ribHj with Historical 

* '.and Criticri Di^uisiriona by Sir sT R. 'Mbyeick^' Tvifo Vots,,;imperiat 410, with 
Portrait, half-morucco extra, gilt edges, £4 144. 6d, 
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taYRIOK’S PAINTED ILLUSTRATIONS OF ANCIENT 

ARMS AND ARMOUR: A (ftitical Inquiry into Anciaut Armour as it existed 
in Europe, butpattiailarlyin England, from the Norman Conquest to'the Reign of 
Charles II.; with a Glossary, by Sir .S. R. Mkvrick. New and greatly improved 
Edition, corrected throughout by the Author, with the a.ssistance of Ai.»hkt Wav 
and others. IJIuslr.ited.hy more than 100 Ptatos, splendidly Rhiminnted in gold 
and silver; also an additional Plate of the Tournament of Locks and Keys. Three 
VoI$., imperial 4to, half'morocco extra, gilt edges, £to lor, 

“ Wliile the splwdour of the decorations of this work is well calculated to excite 
curiosity, tlie novel character of its contents, the very curious extracts from tlie rare 
M.SS. in wliich it abounds, and the pleasing manner in which the author’s anti¬ 
quarian researches are prosecuted; will tempt many who take up the book in idleness, 
to peruse it with care. No pireviou.s work can be compared, in point of extent, 
arrangement, science, or utility, whh the one now in question. 1st. It for the first 
time supplies to our schools of art, correct m»d ascertained data for costume, in its 
noblest and most Important branch-^historicnl painting, and. It aifords a simple, 
clear, and most conclusive elucidation of a great number of j«.ssag<is in our great 
dramatic poetSS~ay, .ind in the works of those of Greece .ind Rome-' -against which 
commentators and scholiast.^ have been trying their wits for centuries. 3rd. It 
throws a Hood of light upon the manners, usages, and sports of our ancestors, from 
the time of the Anglo-Saxons down to the .reign of Charles the Second. And lastly, 
it at once removc-s a vast number of idle tniditions and ingenious fables, which one 
compiler of history, copying from another, has succeeUed in Uansmitling through 
the lapse of four or five hundred years. 

“ It is not often the fortune of a painful student of antiquity to conduct his readers 
through so splendiil ;i .succession of scenes und events a* those to which Dr. Meyrick 
here successively introduces us. Rut he does it with all the ease and gracefulness 
of an accompli.shcd circronc. VVe see the haughty nobles and the impetuous knights 
~ wc are tire-ent at their arming—assist them to their shields-- enter tho well- 
appointed lists with them—and partahe the hopes and fears, the perils, honours, and 
successes of the manly tournaments. Then we are presented to the glorious damsels, 
all superb .iiid lovely, in ‘velours and clothe of golde and dayntie devyccs, bothc in 
pearls and ciiierawds, sawpliires aqd dymondcs,’- and the banquet, with the serving 
men and buckicr.s, servitors and trcnchcr.s—kings and queens—pageants, &c. &c. 
We feel as if the age of chivalry had rctunied in all its glory.”- Edinburgh Retnexa. 

MILLINCJEN'S ANCIENT INEDITED MONUMENTS; 

comprising Painted Greek Vases, .Statues, TJu.stS, Bas-Reliefs, and other Remains 
of Grecian Art. 62 bciiutiful,Engravings, mo-stly Coloured, with letterpress 
de.scriptbns. Imperial 416, half-roqrocco,j 4 4 r4f. f<»* 

MILTON’S COMPLETE WORKS, Pro^ and Poetical. With an 
Inuoductory Essay by Robert Fj.etcmer. Imperial 8vo, with Portraits, cloth 
extra, i5f. 

“ It is to be regretted that the prose writings of Milton should, in our time, be so 
little read. As compositions, they de-Serve the attention of every man who weshes to 
become acquainted vrith the full poWM'of the EngK^lb language. • They aliound 
with passages compared lyith which the finest dectamaibns of Burke sink into 
insignificance. They are a perfett field' of cloth of gold. The style is stiff with 
gorgedUE eOdHtoidoty. Not even in the earlier books of the * Para^se Lost has the 
great poet ever risen higher than in thow parts of his controversial work» in which 
his feeling, excited by ooiintct, find a,vent in btarsts of devotional and lytic raptur<^ 
It is, to oonwy Iris' bum ni»}e^c language, 'a sevenfold chorus of hallelujahs and 
harping symphonies.' '’---MACAiJtAy. 

MONTAGU'S (L^wlyMaaryWortley) LETTERS AND WORKS, 

Edited W Lord A^har.scliEfb. With Im^rtant Additions and Corrections, 
derived from tho Origmal Maauijeripts, and a New.Meroqir, Two'^ols., 8vo, 
with fine Steel Pprtrahs, iclotb extra; iSx. 

‘*1 have heard t>r. Johnson say that he never read- but one book throuKh from 
choice in his whole fife, Und that book was Lady Mary Wortley * 

Letters."— 'Bosweli,. 
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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE WEST INDIES, 
from the Earliest Bate, trilh Genealogical anil* Historiral Annotations, &c.. from 
'Original, Local, and other Sources- Illustrative of the Histories anil Oenealo- 
jjies of the Seventeenth Cenwrj', the Calendars of States, Papers, IVcrages, and 
ilaronetages. With Engravings of the Arms of the Principal Families. Chiclly 
Collcctecl on the spot by Capt. J. H., Lawrbnce-Archbu. Demy 410, half- 
Koxburgh^, gilt top, 42f. 

MOSES’ ANTIQUE VASES, Candelabra, Lamps, Tripods, Patera.', 
Tams, Tombs, Mausoleums, Suptmhral Chambers, Cinerary Urns. jSarcophagi, 
Cippi, and other Ornisments. 170 Plates, several of which, are coloured ; with 
historical and descriptive Letterpr^s by Thos. Hove, F.A.S. Small 410, cloth 
extra. rSf,. ‘ ,' / 

MUSES OF MAYFAIR; Vers de Sociele of the Nincteentli Cen- 
tury. Including. Selections from Tennvson, Brow^unc, SwiimiiKNE, Rossetti, 
Jkan Ingkj;ow', Lockhk, 1 ngoi-usiiv, Hood, Lytton, C'S-C., Landoe, Austin 
.Dobson, Hknrv Lkii.Oj &c., &c. Edited by H. CMOt-MONDBLEy-PENNiiLL. 
Crown 8vo, clodi extra, giU, gilt edges, yr. , c 

;M'AP 0 LB 0 N III., THE MAN OP HIS TIME. From Carica- 
turcs. Part I. The Stoky ok the Like ok Nakolkon IIL, as told by J. M. 
Haswki-l. Part 11. '1 ‘hij Same Story, as told by the Popular Cakicatuki-s 
of tlie past Thirty-five Yeans. Crown 8vo, with Coloured Frontispiece and over 
100 Caricature.s, yj. td. 

NATIONAL GALLERY ‘(Tbe). A Selection from its Pictures. 

Jly Cl.AUDK, Ivl-MBIIANDT, CUYP,Sir D AVID WlLK'lE, CoKKECC.lO, GaINSBOROVGH, 
Canalktti, Vandyck, Paul Vesone.se, Caracci, Kuuens, N. and O. Por.s- 
siN, and other great Masters. Engraved by George Doo, John Burnett, 
Wm. Finden, John and Henry Lk Kkuy, John Pve, WALifeu Bromley, and 
others. With descriptive Tc.\t. Coliiinhicr 4to,cl. extra, full gilt and gilt edges, 424-. 

NEWTON’S (Rev. John) WORKS. With Life bjr the Rev. 
Ruiiard Cecil, and Introduction by T. Cunningham. Imperial 8vo, with 
Portrait, cloth extra, laj. ■ ' '1 

NICHOLSON’S FIVE ORDERS of ARCHITECTURE (The 

Stiident’.s Instructor for Drawing and Working the). DemySvo, with 41 Plates, 
cloth extra, sr. 

OLD BOOKS^FACSmiLE REPRINTS. . 

ARMY LISTS OF THE' ROUNDHEADS AND CAVALIERS 

IN 'i‘HE CIVIL W'AR> 1642, .Second Edition, Corrected and considerably 
Enlarged, Edited, with Notes and full Index, by EuwARh Peacock, F.S.A. 
4to, half-Roxbui'ghe, yr, (id. ' 

D’URPEY’S {‘STorn’O WIT AND MIRTH; or, PiLLSTO Purge 
Melancholy. Being a CoUection of the- best Mary Ballhds and Songs,^ Old 
and New. Fitted to all' Humohm, haViim each titeir prmyer Tune for either 
Voice or Instrument; irtost of the Songs ■being new sgl. London } I^ted by 
W. Pearson, for J,, Touson, at ShaHespearos H«a|r. ovfcr A^inst CatluHine 
Street in-tlm Strand, ryip-^^-An exact reprint,' Volsi, orange fcap. 8vo, 

printed on antique laid paper, antique boards, 1^3 34. < . .. 

EARLY NEWS SHEBT.^Tbq. Russian tnVaskm of Poland in 
1563. (Meraorabilis et perinde ’ Staj^da de crudeii Mosfcovitaimm Expedi* 
tione Narratio, e Germanico in jAtinlim conversa.) An exact fhemmile of a 
contemporary acedutK, with Ihtroduetioh; Historical Notes, and fuH Tramdation. 

, l.argc fc.ap. 8vo. anlique paijOr, halfORmrimrghi^ yr. Baf, 

ENGLISH ROGUE (Tlie), de^ribed in th«, Lifti of Merjton 
Latroon, and other Extravagants, qMiiprehehdSng the most Eminent Cheats 
of both Sexes. By Richard Read and Francis Kirkman.. A Facsimile 
Reprint of the rare Original Edttidp {i66s-i6ya), with FriSutispiece, Facsimiles 

* of the la Copper-plates, and Portraits of the Authors. In Four Vols., large fcap. 
8vo, printed o« antique laid paper, and bound in antique boards, 46f. 
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OL D BOOKS-~<entiHHed. 

HOGG’S JACOBITE ^^ELIOS OP SCOTLAND : The Sungs, 

Airs, and [.egeuds of the Adherents to the House of Slviarl. Collected and Illus¬ 
trated byj AMKS Houu. Two Vt»ls,,dcniy 8vo. »r)aiGtNAL Ewtion. Cloth extra,slh'. 

IRELAND FORGERIES.-^ConfesKions of WlLldAM IIknky 

Ikelanij. CoDtainiiig the Particuhub of his Tahricalion of' the Shal;esj)e.uc 
hlanuscripts: together with Anecdotes and Opinions (hitherto iinpuhJished) of 
many Distinguished Persons in the LitefSiry, J’oliiical, and 'ITicatrical Woild. 
A Facsimile Repritit from the Original Edition, with several additional I'ac- 
similes. Fcap. Svo, printed on antique laid paper, and bound in autuiut boards, 
los (hI. ; a few Large Paper Copies, at ats. 

JOE MILLER’S JESTS : The politest Repartees, most elegant 
Bon-Mots, and most pleasing short Stories in the English Language, LmuIoii ; 
printed by T. .Read, 1739, A Facsimile of the Original Edition,- 8vo, half- 
morocco, pj. 6 d. ' 

LITTLE LONDON DIRECTORY OP 1677 . The Oldest Printed 

List of the Merchants and Baulcers of Loudon, Reprinted from the Rare < M-igiu.d, 
with ail Introduction by John CamuAm Hotten. 361110, binding alter the 
original, Cs. 6d. 

MUSARXJM DELIOIiE ; or, The Mu.sfs’Recreation, 1656; Wit 
Restored, i6t;8 ; and Wit's Recreations, 3C40. The whole compared wilh'llie 
Onginals. With all the Wood Engravings, Plates, Memoirs, and Nots .. A New 
lAhtiou, in Two Vols., large fcap. 8vo, printed on antique laid paiwr, .mil hound in 
antique board.s, 2ii. 

MYSTERY OP THE GOOD pLD CAUSE. Sarcastic Notices 
of those Members of the Long Paiiiament that held Places, both Civil jukI 
Military, contraiy to the ijclf-dinying Ordinaiioc of April j, ; with the -Sinn . 
of Money and I .andsthey divided among theniselve.s, Sm. 410, half-raoi oct-o, ij//. 

RUMP (The) ; or, An J‘',xacl (,!;ullectioti of the (Choicest IhiicMS and 
Songs relating to the late ’I'lines, and t oniinued by the mo«.l cniinciit Wits ; from 
Anno i6-;g to i66i. A Facsimile Kei/riiit of tlie rare Original Kdiiion (London, 
1662), with I'roiitispiece and Engraved 'i’itle-page.^ In Tno VcK.. large fe.ip. 
Svo, printed on antique laid-pajier, and bound in antique bo.irdf., 17s. iW. 


OLD DKAMA7ISTS. 

BEN JONSON’S WORKS. With Nous, Critical and Explanato.-y, 

and a Biographical Memoir by Wm. (iiEi-'OKU. Edited by Col. Cunmm.h.hi. 
Complete in (Three Vols., crown Svo, cloth extra, gill, with Portrait, <«. each. 

CHAPMAN’S (Gehrge) ' COMPLETE WORKS. • Now fu-st 

Collected. In Tip-ee Volumes, crown Svo, cloth extra, with two Frontispieces, prn v 
jSj.; or, separately, (w- per vol. Vo), f. oahtaHis the Play.s complete, iniluduig 
the doubtful ones; Vol. 11 . the Poems and ^liaor Translations, with nn Introiliu - 
tory Essay by Ar>G«:aNON CilARLbs SWinbOrnb ; Vol, III. the ■JV.in.sIatioi:.' of 
the Iliad and Odys.seiy. 

MARLOTTO’#aWOBKS. Ittcludiag KIs TraaslatJons. Kdilcd, 
vri^.FTotes and Introduction, by Col. Crown 3 vo, doth e.sira, 

gilt, with Portrait, price 64. 

MASSIN<3-tlR’S PLAYS. tlie Text of Wm. CiFiduv. 

With the addition of the Tr%cdy of ‘'Believe a* Voii List.” Edited by Co'. 
CuNitiNOHAlef Crown Svo, cloth extra, gilt, with Portrait, price or. 


QL 1 > SHEKARRY*»FOREST AND FIELD: Life and .driven- 
ture in Wild Africa. With 8 Illnstratioits. Crown 6vo,doth extra, gilt, 6,.. 
OLD SHEKARRY’S WRmKLES ; or, Uinta to Sponamm and 
Travellers upon Dress, Flqttipinent, Armament, and Camp Life. A New Etirtion, 
with lUustretious, Small crown Svo, doth exttn, gilt, 6ir. 
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ORiaiNAL LISTS OP PERSONS OP QUALITY; Emigrants; 
Religious Exiles; Political Rebels;^ Serving M6n Sold for a Term of Years; 
Apprentices; Cluldren Stolen; Maidens Pressed ; and others who Went froru 
Great Britain to the American Plantations, i6bo-i7oo. From MSS. in Her 
Majesty’s Public Record OfBce. Edited by John Camokn Hottun. Crown 
4to, cloth gilt, 700 pages, .^r. ; Large Paper Copies, half-morocco, Cor. 

'Phis volume is an Engli.sh Family Record, and as such may be commended to 
English families, and the descendants of English families, wherever they exist.”— 
Academy, ' 

aSHAUGHNESSY^S (Arthur) POEMS. 

AN EPIO OP WOMEN, and other Poems. Second Edition. 

Fcap. 8 VO, cloth extr.a, 6r. 

LAYS OP PRANCE. {Founded on the “Lays of Marie.”) 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, ros, 6d. , 

MUSIC AND MOONLIGHT: ,Poems and Songs,. Fcap. 8vo, 

cloth extra, yr. fid. 

" It is difhcult to say which Is more exquisite, the technical perfection“hf structure 
and melody, or the delicate pathos of thought. Mr. O'Shaughnessy will enrich our 
literature with some of the very best songs written in our generation.”-— 


OTTLEY*S FACSIMILES OP SCARCE AND CURIOUS 

PRINTS, by the Early Masters of the Italian, German, and Flemish Schools. 
TiO Copperplate Engravings, illustrative of the Histnry of Engraving, from thi: 
Invention of the Art (the Niellos printed in Silver). Imperial 4to, htilf-bound 
morocco, top edges gilt, £6 6s. 


OXnDA’S NOVELS.—Uniform 

gilt, price sr. each. 

PoUe Parino. 

Idalia. A Romance. 

ChandoB. A Novel. 

Under Two Flags. 

Cecil CasUemaine’s Gage. 

Tricotrin. The Slory of a Waif 

and Stray. 

Pascar^l. Only a bloiy. 


Edition, crown 8vo, cloth extra, 

) Held in Bondage; or, Granville 
j de Vigne. 

j Puefe. ’ His Vicissitudes, Adven¬ 
tures, &c. 

! A Dog of Flanders, and other 
I Stories. 

Strathmore; or, Wrought by 
his Own Hand. . 

Two LitUe Wooden Shoes. 


PALBY’S COMPLETE WORKS. Containing the Natural 

■*" Theology, Moral and Political Philosophy; Evidences of Chiistiaiuty, Horae 
Paiilinae, Clergyman’s Companion, &c. Demy 8vo, widi Portrait, cloth extra, 5*-. 
PARKS OP LONDON : Thdr History, from the Eatlie^ Period 
to the Present I'ime. By Jacob La&wood. With Illtisbatioas, 

Coloured and Plain. Crown 8vo, cloth extra*, gilt, •fs.6d. \ . 

PERCY’S RELiQtlES OP ANCIENT ENGLISH POETRY. 
Conwsting of Old Heroic Ballads, Sony's, and'other Pieces of our. EarHer Poets, 
together with sotne few of later dale, and a copiood Glossary* .Mediunx 8vo, 
with Engraved Title and Frontispiece, doth extih, gilt, 5^ 

“ The lirst time I could scrape a few' shil&gs, together 1 bought u«tO'myself a 
copy o£ these beloved volumes O’ercy's ReUjptes) ; jipr do I believe I ever read a 
booh half so frequently, or with half the e*tii»i8iasm.’’--S» W. SpoTT. 

PLATTNER’B MANUAL OP QUALITATiyE AN© QUANTI¬ 
TATIVE ANALYSIS WITH THE BLOWPIPE. From the test Ger^ 
Edition. Revised and enlarged by Prof. Th. Rjchtek, Royal Saxon Mhitng 
A^demy. Edited by T. Hugo CoOKSStKY. With aumerous IQumatioss. 
Demy 8vo, cloth extra, su. 
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FLUTABOH’S LIVEC, Complete. Translated hy tlic Lanc- 
HoRNEs. New Edition, with Medallbn Portraits. In Two Vols., 8vo, cloth 
extra, los. (d. 

POE’S (Edgar Allan) CHOICE PBOSE AND POETICAL 
WORKS. With CAunKLAiKit’s “Essay.” 750 pages, ciown 8vt>, Ibrtrait ami 
illustrations, cloth extra, 7*-. bd, 

PBACTICAL ASSAYEB ; A Guide to Miners and Explorer^. 

Giving directions, iu the simplest form, for assaying bullion and the Isiser metals 
by the cheapest; quickest, ahd best methods. Uy Oi.ivek North. W,iih Table, 
and Illustrative Woodcuts. Crovin 8vo, yf. (d. * 

PEIVATE BOOK , OP USEFUL ALLOYS AND MEMO¬ 
RANDA FOR GOLDSMITHS AND JEWELLERS. By Jami:s E. Coi lins. 
C.E. Royal t6mo, sr. td. 

PEOUT, FATHER.—THE PINAL EELIQUES OP FATHER 

PROUl'. Collected and edited, from MSS. supplied by the family of the Rev. 
I'kAncis Mahojmv, by Bi-ancuaku jHRi^oLD, With Fortraii and Fac- 
similes. [/» ike Press. 

PUOK ON PEGASUS. By 11 . Giiolmondki.t-.y-Pennklu I’ro- 

fusely illustrated by Joins Lkicch, H. K. HKOW^tt, Sir Nof.i, Paton, J. E. 
Millais, UiHN Tii.vNiEt., Rit hard Dovle, Em.un Edwauus, and other Artists, 
beyentli Eilition, crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, price 5s. 

“The hook is clever and amusing, vigorous and hcaithy.”— Saturday Revic7v, 

rUGm\S ARCHITECTURAL WORKS. 

APOLOGY FOR THE REVIVAL OP CHRISTIAN ARCHI¬ 

TECTURE. With TO large Etchings. Small 410, cloth extra, ji. 

EXAMPi^S OP GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE, selected ft^m 

Ancient Edifice in England. 225 Engravings by Ln Kkuv. with ilescriptive 
Letterpres-s by E. J. Willson. Three Vols,, 4to, doth exirii^ /j 13^. (d, 

FLORIATED ORNAMENTS. 31 Platc.s in Gold and Colours, 

royal 410, lialf-morocco, tooled back and sidc.s,/i iCf. 

GOTHIC ORNAMENTS. 90 Hates, by J. 1 ), IIarding and 

others. Royal 410, half-bound, L i i6r. 

ORNAMENTAL TIMBER GABLES. 30 Hates. Royal 4to, 

cloth extra, 18.;. 

SPECIMENS OP GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE, from Ancient 

Edifices in England. T14 Outline Plates by Le Kkux and others. With descrip- 
rtvc Letterpress and Glossary by E. "J- Wiluok. Two Vols., 410, cloth extra, 
It iw. ■ , 

TRUE PRINCIPLES OP POINTED OR CHRISTIAN 

ARCHITECTURE* Wither Illustrat ions. Small 4to, cloth extra, tar. (>d. 

PUNI^A; or, Thoughts Wise and Other-Why’s. A New Collec¬ 
tion of Riddles, Coouqdrums, Jokes, Sells, &c. In Two Series, aich containing 
2 ®°® Riddles, 10,000 most outrageoui Puns, and upwards of fnty 

DNutifiilly-exeeuted Drawings by the Editor, the Hon. Hluh Rowi.ev. Price 
of each Volume, is smdl 440, blue and gold, gilt edges, 6f. Each Series 
Compute m itself. 

“A witty, droll, and most amusing work, profusely and elegantly illuSttfitcd.’' - 
StoMdard. 

PURSUIVANT OP ARMS (The); or, Heraldry founded upon 
Facts. A Popukr Guide to die Science of Heraldry. By J. R, Planch/;, , 
bomerset Herald. To wfiteh are added. Essay* on the BAotiSs of tHa Hoi'sas 
or Lancas'TBR AND York. With Coloured iFrontispicce, five full-page 2 >latcs, 
and about soo Illustrations. Crown-Svo cloth extra, gilt, yj. da’, 
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BOOKS FUBLlSflED B\ 


Q ueens and BUNUS, and 0 TH|;R things: a Rare 

and Choice Collection of I^icture^, Poetry, and strange but veritable Histories, 
designed and Written by the Princess Hes.s&Schwarzbourg. Imprinted in gold 
and nutny colours by the Brothers I)ai.21el, at their Camden Press. Imperial 
4to, cloth gUt and gilt edges, xs, 

RABELAIS’ WORKS- Faithfullj^ translated from the French, 
with varionini Notes, and numerous Charactcristic.illvstralions by G.ustave 
Doad. Crown 8vo, cjoth extra, 700 pages, yr. 

READE’S (WiHwood) THE OUTGAST. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, S.f. 

“ ITc rclaxad his mind in hi.s leisure hours by tlte creation of a new religion.”— 
Standard, 

" A work of, very considerable powers written witji great pathos and evident 
carne.stness. /t r/irmcwwr. 

REMARKABLE TRIALS AND NOTORIOUS CHARACTERS. 

From “ Half-Hanged Smith,” 1700, to Oxford, who shot at the Qnceit^i840. By 
Captain L. Bkn.son. With nearly Fifty spirited lull-page Kngravings by Phiz. 
Crown tivo, cloth extra, gilt, yjf, &/. 

ROCHEFOUCAULD’S REFLECTIONS Se. MORAL MAXIMS. 
With Introductory Essay by SAiN^a-Biiuvj:, and Explanatory Notes. Roy.al 
i6mo, cloth extr.a, xs. Cd, 

ROLL OF BATTLE ABBEY ; or, A List of the Principal Warriors 

who came over from Normandy with William the Contiuctor, and Settled in this 
I'oniitry, a.u. loOfi-y, Printed on fine plate paper, nearly three feet by two, with 
the principal Anns cmblaroneil ui Gold and Colours. Price $s. 

ROLL OP CAERi 4 VER 0 CK, the Oldest Heraldic Roll; including 

the Original Anglo-Norman Poem, and an English Tr.-inslaiion of the M.S. in tip 
British MiuseuBR. ■ By Thomas WxiaMT, M.A. T’hc Ann.s emblaroned in Gold 
and Colours. In 4I0, very hand.somely printed, extra gold cloth, laj. 

ROMAN CATHOLICS IN THE COUNTY OP YORK IN 1604 
(A LIST OF). Trauscrihed from the MS. in the Bodleian Library, and Edited, 
with Notes, hy I'.hwako PkacoCs., F.S.A. bmall 410, cloth extra, 15^. 

ROSCOE’S LIFE AND PONTIFICATE OF LEO THE 
TENTH. Edited by his Son, Thomas Koscok. Two VoIs., 8vo. with Porti-iits 
and minierons J’i.ites, doth extra, i&r. \^y<riv Jidiiunptej'nt iiig. 

*,* Also, an Eidition in One Vol., i6ino, cloth extra, price yt, 

ROSCOE’S LIFE OP LORENZO DE’ MEDICI, called “ Tuk 

MAt.MKiCi'NT.” A New and ^mch improved Edition* Edited by bis Son, 
Thomas Roscok. l)ciny 2 \<), with Portraits anti numerous Plates, clothexira, os. 

ROSS’S (C. H.) §TORY OP A HONEYMOON.,, Withnumerou.s 

Illustr.xtions by the Author. Fcap. Svb, tlhistbatcd hoards, 9>r. 

a ALA (George Augustus) ON. OOdKEHX 3^ HISl’O- 
^ KICAL ASPECT. With vfery piimerons, IlhistrationS W ihi AvtitOK. 
Crown 4to, cloth extra, gilt. , ' , * '\J»^rtfaraiiinX‘ 

SA'FB.V OEmHAT/Q.VS OP EXEClTfrONBRS. 
SANSON FAMILY. Memoirs of 1 iie, compiled frtvta Private Docu. 
wents in the possession of the Familyfi688-x547), by HKNRt‘SA|fSON, Translated 
from the E'rench, with an liuroductioiv by Camiu.u' Barr^xE. Tw«» Vols., 8vo, 
cloth extra. [/« Btc /’n ss. 

** Sanson was tke herediiary F>xnckfX(Xxttii>Kcr\ ivJi^oMciai^d at the deca^itU' 
"tunt of Louis XVI, 


SCHOLA ITALICA; or, Engravings of the finest Pictures m the 

Galleries at Rome. Imperial folio, with 40 beautiful Engravings after Michasi 
Awm.n, KAt HAr.L, TtTtw, CAi..\tci. Ct'ioo. pAKsnotANo, by Voi-fAio 
and others. half-Lound inurotco C~ i-'-''- * 
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SCHOOL LIFE AT WINOHESTEB COLLEGE ; or, 1 'he Ke- 

iniiusccnces of a Winchester Junior. Hy the Author of *' The Los of the Water 
Lily and “The Water Li^on the Danuhe,’’ Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gill 
with full-page Coloured Illustrations, 7.T. dtf. 

SCHOPENHAUER’S THE WORLD AS WILL AND IMA- 
(IIN 4 TION. Translated by Dr. Fkanz^HOfkek, Author of “Rich.ird Wagner 
and the Music oi the Future ” [/« prcparatioti. 

.SCOTT’S COMMENTARY ON THE HOLY BIBLE. With 
the Author’s Last Corrections, and beautiful Illustrations and Maps. Three Vols., 
imperial 8vo, cloth extra, £ t i6i. 

**SECRET OUT" SERIES. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, profusely Illustrated, price 4s, fuf. rarh. 

ART OF AMUSING. A Collactlon of Graceful Arts, Games, 
Tricks, Puzzles, and Charades. By Frank Bkduew. ^joo Illustrations. 
HANKY-PANKY: Very Easy I'ricks, Very Difficult Tricks, W'hitc 
Magic, ijjeight of Hand. Edited by W. H. Ckemer. aoo Illustrations. 
MAGICIAN’S OWN BOOK: Performance.s with Cups and Balls, , 
Eggs. Hals, Handkerchiefs, &c. All from Actual Eximricncc. Edited by W. H. 
Ckkmkk. 200 Illustrations. 

MAGIC NO MYSTERY: Trick.s with Cards, Dice, B.al]s, &c., 

with fully (Ichcriptive Directions, Numerous Illustrations. L/w the 

IiIERRY CIRCLE (The): A Book of New Intellectual Games and 

Amusements. By Clara Bellew. Numerous Illustrations. 

SECRET OUT: One Thousand Tricks with Cards, and other Be- 
creation.s; with entertaining Experiments in Drawing-room or“Wlute Magic.’’ 
By W. H. CKK.MER. 300 Engraving.s. 

SEYMOUR’S (AlfredV HUMOROUS SKETCHES. 86 Clever 

and Amusing Caricature Etchings on St^l, with LeUerpress Commentary Ijy 
Ai.Ekri> Crowquiu.. a New Edition, with Biographical Notice, and Dcscrij) 
tive List of Plates. Royal Svo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 15^, 

^ SHAKESPEARE.—THE FIRST POLIO. Mr. WiM.iAM Shark, 
spearb’s Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies. Published according to the true 
Original Copies. Lond., Printed by Isaac Iaouaud and f'.uwARi) Bi.dunt. 
1623.—An exact Reproduction of the extremely rare Original, in reduced facsimile 
by a photographic process—thus ensuring the .strictest accuracy in every detail. 
8vo, antique binding. [/« Me Press. 

. SHAKESPEARE.—THE LANSDOWNE EDITION. Beauti¬ 
fully printed in red arid black, in small but very dear type. Post 8vo, with 
engraved facsimile of Droeshout's Portrait, cloth extra, gilt, gilt edges, 14Z. ; or, 
illustrgted fey 37 beautiful Steel Plates, after StotharU, cloth extra, gilt, gilt 
edges, s8s. 

SHA W ’5 ILIUMINATED WORKS. 
ALPHABETS^ NUMERALS, AND DEVICES OF THE 

MIDDLE AGES. Selected from the finest listing Specimens. 410, 48 Plates 
<a6 Coloured), a as. i Lame Paper; imperial 410, Uie Coloured Plates very highly 
finished and heightened with Gold, jCi 4s. fAVra Edition preparing. 

ANCIENT FURNITURE, drawn from existing Authorities. With 
Descriptions by Sir S. R, Mbyrick. 4to, 74 Plates, half-morocco, £\ tts. (d.; cr, 
with some Pkitds Coloured, 4t(t,'haIf-morocco,/2 as.; Large P-oper Copies, imperial 
4to, all the Plates extra finished in opatjue-Colours, half-morocco extra, jC4‘t4S. 6d. 

DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE MIDDLE AGES. ExhibiKt:^ 
in 41 Plates and numerous beautiful Woodcuts, choice Specimens of the varioui 
kinds of Ancient Enamel, Metal Work, Wood Carvings, Paintings on Suined 
Glass, Venetian Glass, Initial IlKiiainations, Embroider^ Fictile Ware, Book¬ 
binding, &c.; with elegant Initial Letters to the various Descriptions. Imperial 
8vo, half-morocco extra, £i Bs. * 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED By 


.SirA IV\S ILL UMWAI ED WORKS—continued. 

DOIffESTIO AiftCHITEOTURE IN ENGLAND during the 
Heign of Queen Eueabeth, as exemplified in Mr. Palmer’s House at Great 
Yarmouth. lm|>erial 4to, 43 Plates of Architectural Om.'iment, and Portrait, haU- 
inorocco, £x j6f.; or India Proofs, half-morocco extra, ;£a 8s. 

DRESSiiS AND DECORATIONS OF THE MIDDLE AGES, 

from tile Seventh to the Seventeenth Centuries. 9^ Plates, beawtifully Coloured, 
a profusion of Initial Letters, and Examples of Curious Ornaimeiit, with Historical 
Introduction audi Descriptive Text. Two Vols., imperial 8vo, hsdf-Roxburshe, 

ELIZABETHAN ARCHITECTURE (DETAILS OF). With 

UcscripliveLetterpress hyT. Moule. 4to, doPlatcs, half-morocco, £t 5s.: Large 
Paper, imperial 4t0, several of the Platts Coloured, half-moroccp, £2 12s. 6d. 

ENCYCLOPiEDlA OF ORNAMENT. Select Examples from the 

purest and best Specimens of .all kinds and all Age.s. 4to, 59 Plates, half-morocco, 
£i IS.; I-arge Paper Copies, imperial 4to, with all the Plates Coloured, half- 
morocco, £2 I2S. 6d. 

ILLUMINATED ORNAMENTS OF THE MIDDLE AGES, 

from the .Sixth to the Seventeenth Ccntiirj'^. Selected from Missals, MSS., .and 
early printed Books. 06 Plates, care fully coloured from the Oiigin.als, with 
Descriptions by Sir F. Madden, Keeper of MSS., Brit. Mu.s. 4to, half-Rox- 
burghe, £2 fjs, 6d,; Large Paper Copies, the Plates finished with opaque 
Colours and illiuniuatcd with Gold, imperial 410, half-Roxburghe, £7 ys. 

LUTON CHAPEL : A Series of 20 highly-finished Line Engravings 
of Gothic Architecture and Ornaments. Imi.erial folio, India Proofs, half- 
morocco, £2 8f. 

ORNAMENTAL METAL WORK: A Series of 50 Copper-plates 

.‘■everal Coloured. 4to, half-morocco, i8.t. 


SHAW AND BRIpGENS’ DESIGNS FOR FURNITURE, with 

Candelabra and Interior Decoration. 60 Plates, royal 4to, half*morocco, £t js. 
Large Paper, imperial 410, the Plates Coloured, half-morocco, £2 8s, 

SHELLEY’S EARLY LIFE. From Original Sources. With 
Curious Incidents, Letters, and Writings, now First Collected. By D. F. 
MacCartmy. Crown 8vo, with IJlustrations, cloth extra, ys. 6d. 

SHERIDAN’S COMPLETE WORKS, with LiJe and Anecdotes. 
Including his Dramatic Writings, printed from the Original' Editions, hii Works 
in Prose aud Poetry, Translations, Speeches, Jokes, Puns,. &c.; with a Collection 
of Sheridaniaua. Crown Svo, cloth extra, gilt, with 10 full-page ^%ed Illustra¬ 
tions, ys. ta, 

“ Whatever Shetidan has done, has been, exc^llenee, always the W of its 
kind. He has written the best ^medy (!§chvol for Scandal), the ^^/dranta (the 
Duenna), the Ivst farce (the Critie), and the hist address (Monologue on Garricki-; 
and, to crown all, delivered the very best oration (the famous $peedb) ever 

conceived or heard in this country.”— Byron. ' . , , 

“The editor has brought together within a manageable compass hot only the 
seven plays by which Sheridan is best known, but a coUecrion alsO of his poetical 
pieces which are less familiar to the public, sketches of unfinished dnunas,»eiecu<ms 
(5- .,'his reported witticism^ and extracts from bis principal speeches. To these is 
prefixed a short but wdl-written memoir, giving the cluef facts in Sheridan's UierAry 
and poiirical career; so that with this yolumb m his hand, the stud^t may coinuder 
himself tolerably well furbished with all that is necessary'for R general compre- 
heu^i^ of the subject of it.”—Ealt Mall Gauttc, 
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SIGNBOAEDS: Their History. With Anecdotes of Famous Ta¬ 
verns and Remarkable Ch;»#icteTS. By jACon Larwooo and John Camden 
HoTTKN. With nearly too ]llusitrations. Seventh Edition. Crown 8vo 
ckith extra, 7^. 6(4 

“Even if we were ever so maliciously inclined, we could not pick out all Messrs. 
Larwood and Hotten’s plums, because the ^ood things are so numerous as to defy 
the most wholesale depredation.”— The Tiwe^. 

SILVESTRE’S UNIVERSAL PALEOGRAPHY; or, A Collec¬ 
tion of Fac.similes of the Writings of every Age. ('ontaining upw ard.s of ,*)■«' l.irfir: 
and beautifully executed Facsimile.s, takon from Missals and other M.S.S., richly 
Illuminated in the fme.st style of art. A New Edition, arranged uudci tin- uiiei - 
lion of Sir F. Madden, Keeper of MSS., Brit. Mus. Two Vols., atlas folio, half- 
rnorocco, gilt, £,'^x lor.—Also, a Volume of Hi.sTfiRiCAi, and ])H.st l(ll•nvt• 
Letterpress, by Ciiam}'oi,i.idn Ftojiac and CiiAMi'ou.fON, Jun. Translausl, 
with additions, by Sir F. Maijden. Two Vols., royal 8 vo, half-morocco, gill, 
jCz St. 

**• This is rne pf the graniirst hooks iti the wnrIJ, and rest twai-iy twenty thou 
sandponmii. in getting nfi. The Jinest J>ossU'h' sptiimens >nr given of MSS. in 
every Enrofenn and itriental tanifuage. 'The number of retrodiu Hons 0 /Ernuh, 
Cierman, and finlinn miniatures is very considerable, while of so, h tav-uiai-ei as 
Ereek and Latin many sJ>eci>Hcns of every century and every style are giver. 

SLANG DICTIONARY (The): Klymological, Historic.Tl. .mid 
Anecdotal. An Entikit.y New Editiok, revised tlu'uughout, and coie.iilera'jly 
I'.nlarged. Oown Svo, cloth extra, gilt, 6 j. id. 

" Wr arc glad to see the Slang J'lictionary reprinted and enlarged. From a high 
srkntifie point of view tins bixilc is imt to b-; (ies),iscd. Of course it cannot fail to 
be amusing aKo. It contains tbc very voc.alml.iry of unrestrained hmiiour, and 
Acidity, .'inj grotewpieness. Jn a wonl, it provides valuable niateiini both for th<- 
.student of laugu.igc and the student ofiiumau iutute."— Academy. 

“In every way a great improvement on the edition of 1864. Itsuse.sasadictionaiy 
of the very vulgar longtie do not reejuire to be explained,'’-— and Queries. 

" O'mpiled with most exacting care, and based on tliebe.st authorities.”— Standard. 

SMITH’S HISTORICAL AND LITERARY CURIOSITIES: 

Containing Facsimiles of Autographs, Scenes of Remarkable F.vents, Intere.siing 
Localities, Old Houses, I’ortratts, Illuminated and Missal Ornaments, Antiquities, 
&c. 4to, with TOO Plates (some Illuminated), lialf-niorocco extra, De 5*. 

The A utograpks are ehitfly of a literary character, and inclitde Letters by 
Coverdnk, Sir Ckristopher Ivren, Sir Isaac Newton, Coxuley, "Pope, Addisoi., 
Gray, Milton, Prior, Smollett, Sterne, Lotke, Burns, Steelct ilUme, Dr. John¬ 
son, Benjamin Franklin, WiliiaiH Penn, &oc. 

^MITH (Thomas Asshetoa), REMINISCENCES of the LATE: 
or, The Fufsuitt of an Englidi Country Gentleman. By Sir J. E. Eakdi.i y 
WinwOT, I^rt. . New Edition, with Portrait, and plain and cobured Illustration... 
Crown 3 vo, cloth extra, yx. 

SMOKER’S. TEXT-BOOK. By J* HAMER, F.R.S.L. Exquisitely 

printed from “siltrer-feced" type, cloth, veryoieat, gilt edges, 3J. 6</. 

SOUTH’S (Dr. Robert)‘SERMONS. With Bit^raphical Merair-,* 
Analytical Tablies, General Index, lie. Two.VoI*., royal 8 vo, doth extra, sss. 

SOUTHEY'S COMMON-PLACE BOOK. Edited by his Son-in- 

Law, J. W. Wakteh. Second Editbn. Four Vols., medium 8vo, with Portnmt, 
cloth extra, £i los. 
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J!00h\S PUHUSHED BY 


SOWERBY'S MANUAL OP CONOHOLOGY: A rom])lele 
Isiirodiiclion to the Science. Jlltistrated by iimvards of (35i'> etched Fifcures of 
Shells und numerous Woodcuts. With copious ji.\plan:itioiis, Tablhs, Glossary, 
&c. 8vo, cloth c.vtra, Rtll, 15*.; or, the Plates beautifully Odonred, ,^1 Ss. 

'J'/as h the only toork which, in a mederate raw/iass, /^ives a coinfrchrnsh'e 
7 'iew of Concho/oj^y, accordinp; to the present ndx'auced state of the sctentc. It wilt 
not only be found nsefut to all who xaish to artfuire an elemciitary m quaintance 
xvith the subject, hut also to the. proficient, as a book of reference. 

SPECTATOR (The), with the Original liedications, Notes, and a 

General indev. l>emy 8vo, with Portrait of AimisoN, cloth extra, gx, 

STEPHENS' BRITISH ENTOMOLOGY; or, A Synopsis of 
llrltish Insects, Arrauced in two great Classe.*! of H apriellata and Maniii- 
utn.ATA. Containing their Generic and Specilic Distinctions; with an Account 
of their MelamoriilioReB, Times of Appearance, Localities, Food and Economy. 
'I'wclve Vols,, 8vo, with 100 beautifully Coloured Plate.s, half-morucco, >tj8 8f. 

'/'his xoor/t Qhrs, in a syxieinatir form, descriptions, both yenerie and 
ifeti/ii, 0/ all the In'.etts xohich have hitherto been found in Great Itritain and 
t n laud: to these descriptions are appended colouredfiy^ures of some of the rarer 
and more i n teres ti’.\' species, as xoell as localities atul general notices of their food 
and ctonoiny, metamorphoses, periods of flight, appearance, i-rc, 

“ Mr. Stepliciis' work is of very lugli character, we might justly say the highest. 
\V'e <:.uuiot, iheiefore, too strongly'recommend it.” -Athencenm. 

STOTHARD’S MONUMENTAL EPFIGIES OP GREAT 

IJK 1 T. 41 N, selected from onr C.athedralsand (.'hurchc.s. With Historical De¬ 
scription and Introduction, by John Kkm?k, F..S.A. A N hw F.un ion, with ;i 
large hoilv of Additional Notes by John IlEwnr. Inipeti.al 410, containing 147 
be.iutifully finished Etchings, all tinted, and sn-uu lllnniinatcd in Gold and Colouis, 
half iiionicco, ; Large Paiicr, half-morocco, 15 15J. [/// the I'lcss. 

“No F,ngli^.h library should be without this unique and important publication, 
('buries .Siolharrt is the model which every antiquarhui artist must follow, if he 
wishes to excel. His pencil was alway.s guided hy his mind, and we may safely 
;issert that uo one ever united equal aceur.icy and feeling.” Quarterly Rexncxv. 

“ Tt is only in the bcaiiliful work <>n Monumental Klfigics, by Stothard, that every¬ 
thing has been done which fidelity and taste could eircct.”- -Shaw. 

STRUTT’S DRESSES AND HABITS OP THE ENGLISH, 

from the ICsiahlishmeiit of the Saxons in IJritain to the Present Time. With an 
Historical Inquiry into every branch of Costume, Ancient and Modem. New 
Kdition, with Explanatory Notes by J. U. PuANrHlt, Somerset Herald. Two 
Vols., royal 4(0, with 15,1 Engravings from the most Authentic Sources, Ireaiiti- 
fiilly Coloured, half-Roxburghe, ff fir. ; or the Plates splendidly Illuminated 
in Stiver and Upaque Colours, in the Missal style, half-KoAbiirgbe, 13.V. 

STRUTT'S REGAL AND EOOLESIASTIOAL ANTIQUITIES 
OF ENGLAND: Authentic Representations of all the English Monarch*, from 
I’.dward the Confessor to Henry the Eighth ; with many Great Personages eminent 
iintlor their several Reigns. New Edition, with critical Notes by J. R. PianchA, 
Sotner.sct Herald. Royal 4to, with 73 Eagravii^s from Manuscripts, Monu¬ 
ments, &c., beautifully Coloured, half-Roxburghe, sx.j or the Plates splendidly 
1 Ihiminatcd in Gold and Colours, htflf-tnorocco, fta 104. 

STUBBS' ANATOMY OP THE HORSE. 24 fme Copper-plate 

. Engravings on a very large scale. Imperial folio, doth extra; £,\ ts. 

SOMMER CRUISING IN THE SOUTH SEAS. By Charles 

WASRiiN STOtiaAHD. With Tu'enty-Ave lUustratioas by Wallis Mackav. 

^ -®rown 8vo, cloth, extra gilt, js. 6d. 

“ This is a very amusing book, and fall of that quiet humour for which the 
Ameriems are so lamous. We have not .space to enumerate all the picturesque 
descriprious, the poetical thoughts, which have so charmed us in this volume; but we 
recommend our readers to go to the South Seas with Mr. Stoddard in bis prettily 
illustrated and amusingly written little book .”—Yanity Fair. 
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L'- IVIMU'S, rUCADllJy. ?9 

Syntax’s (Dr.) three tours, in St'arrh of the Picturc'.rjuc. 

Ill Scari'h of CoiisoUiiiim, aiiii in .Start,]! of .1 Wife. Wiih tlit wlmlt of Kowi \ni>- 
ilroll fiill-^i,i"r Jllu'.tr.iti'i!!'# in Coltnirs, and Lift of the Aiilho" byJ.C. 
Horn;.*,'. Medium Svo, doth oxlta, gilt, ^s. U/, ' 

/SWINBURNE\S WORKS. 

THE QUEEN MOTHER AND ROSAMOND. Fcap. Svo, 5.?. 
ATALANTA IN-CALYDON. A New Kditioii. Crown 8vo, (is. 
CIIASTELARD ; A Tragedy. P'cap. Svo, ^s. 

POEMS AND BALLADS. Fcap. Svo, 9^. 

WILLIAM BLAKE: A Crilical K.s.say. Wilh i-'ac-similc raiiit- 

iii',-., tJoUnn eil hy Hand, after Drawinc;'. hy Ui.aiiK and his Wife. Demy 8vo, liis. 

SONGS BEFORE SUNRISE. 'Crown Svo, lOJ. 01. 
BOTHWEI^: A Tragedy. Crown Svo, cloth f.\tra, 12 s. 0<i. 
GEORGE CHAPMAN: An K^-say. Crown Svo, 7.1'. 

SONGS OP TWO NATIONS: DiB-i:, A So.N'G oi’ Italv, Odi: 

'\ mi. hia-N'cii RKi'inti.H.. Crown 8vo, fiy. 

ESSAYS AND STUDIES. Crown Svo, I2.f. 

viihimc of mtiiii; e.\p!anation and analysis, displaying as stronglv .as Mr. 

11 iiibiiriK's poems lii.s mastery of l.ingiiagc and Ids power of pert eptioii 'J'ho .stvJe 
-ill h :i‘. few EnKlisliMitn have ever reached, and the wliolc volume is a conlrihiilior. 
t < 111 jr.iuin ■' .{l/u'iueuiii. 

Also, fcap. Svo, doth extra, price 3.V. (uf. 

ROSSETTI’S (W. M.) CRITICISM UPON SWINBURNE’S 

JMK.MS AND iJAl-I.AD.S. 

•pAYLOR’S HISTORY OF PLAYING CARDS: Ancient and 

*** Moiicrn Gaine.s, Conjuring, Fortune-Telling, and C.ird Sharping, Canihhng 
aiul Calculation, Cartomancy, Old foaming-Houses, Card Revels and Jihii'i 
Hookey, I’lcijiiet and Vingt-et-un, Whist and Cribhage, Tricks, &c. With .Si.viy 
cmnius Illustration.^. Crown Svo, doth extra, gilt, price 74. (xt. 

TAYLOR’S (Jeremy) COMPLETE WORKS. With Biognphical 

.ind Crilical Essay. Three Vols., imperial 8vo, with porirait, doth extra, I2 54. 

THACKERAYANA : Notes ami Anecdt)te.s. Illustrated by a pro¬ 
fusion oi Skctdiea by Wiu.ia.m Makki‘E.\c;b I'hackI'.kav, depicting Humorous 
lividents in his School-life, and Favourite Char.-veters in the book.s of hr, 
rvery-day reading. Large post Svo, with Iluiidrcds of Wood Engravings and 
Five Coloured Plates,' now Fik'st Puhushkd, from Sir. Thacker.ay's Ongiii.d 
I n-.iwings, cloth, full gilt, gilt lop, X2S. i)d. 

“An exceedingly curious and valuable volume, the diverting page.s of which nre 
adorned by some .six hundred engraved facsimiles of the little caricature sketchr,; 
wliii 1 ) the illu.striuu.s author of ‘ Vanity Fair' was perpetually .scribbling in the nuir- 
giii.-. of books, aud on every scrap of paper which came in his 'vjAy, and which tht-se 
eves h.'ive witnessed him .scribbling scores of times ,’*—" Eckons of the WetkR i/t the 
lilustraU d London Nnvs. 

THEODORE HOOK’S CHOICE HUMOROUS WORKS,, 

his Ltidicroas Adventures, Ituns-mots, Puns, and Hoaxes. With a new Life of th-^ 
Autiior, Portraits, Fac.similes, and Illustrations. Cr. gvo, cloth extra, gilt, 74. (xi. * 
“As a wit and humourist of the highest ordar his name will be preserved. Hii 
political songs and jeux iFesprit will form a volume of sterling a»id lasting 
J. G. Lockhakt. 
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BOOKS IIJBUSHED BY 


THESEUS: A GREEK FAIRY LEGEND. IlluMrated, in a 
series of Designs in Gold and Sepiji, by joi^’ Movu Smith, With Descriptive 
Text. Olilong folio, piicc ^s. 6<f. * 

.THIERS’ HISTORY OF THE CONSULATE AND EMPIRE 

/ OF FRANCE UNDER NAPOLEON. Roy. 8vo. clotli ckIux. 15^. 

THIERS’ HISTORY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTIOl^. 

Roy. 8vo, cloth extra, t SJ 

, “ The History’of the French Revolution by Thiers is a cclebnifed and popular 

book in hrunce—and 1 believe in Europe. His tvas, in the higin-si degree, one of 
that ipi.Tlity of minds which take a in.irvelloiis grasp of all thins’s—rapid in the 
acquirement of knowledge—one of tho.se fine and unsullied pages on which .so niin li 
may be written. He set himself to examine into the farts and the men of the Re- 
voluliim. lie impiired into its laws, its orations, its battles, its vn lories, its defeats. 
W.'ir he discussed with the generals—finances with the fiuaiteiers—diplomacy with tln- 
diploinatists. Nothing escaped his enthu.siastic, perseit ring, and cniiglit'-m d 
mind, li coitdjiiies the ('ompa(Tne.ss and unity of the book, the order .ind arrange¬ 
ment of tlie journal, the simplicity of the biography, the validMiT.ind minute de- 
lads ol til'- aiitohiogr.iiihy, and the cnthusiai.in, the passion, .uid tlie iiuligiialion of 
the paniplilcl. 'I'lieic arc in many parts’of this gre.il bool., wlioh; chapters which 
read as if they had hccu written uith the sword.’’—Jtii.r-.s J ani.s, /'ir Athena iiin. 

THORNBURY.—ON THE SLOPES OF PARNASSUS. Hy 

W.M.'l I'.K Tiioumu'KY. llliisli.Ued by J. Wiiimipk, lnii.s' ’J'l ,s Mi't., ,i\. !•'. 
S \Mivs, W. Hmai.i., M. . 1 . l.swi.tss, . 1 ..D. Wa is..).n ,{1 ). I'l.w. n 1, F. \V.\i k'fi;, 
T. M.Aiiiioiii, J.J.-vwsoN, and others, ilaiid.soiiieiy punted. enuMi .tto, < i. ili 
c.vtr.i, gilt and gilt edges, ;;i.f. i Ih 

TIMES’ ENGLISH ‘ .CCENTRICS and ECCENTRICITIES : 

Stories of We.ilth and I’.islnoii, Delusions, !in)>ostures aiul 1 .iii.iiu Missi.ms, 
Si).iiige Sights and Siunting Sci-iie-,, Fi.cenlric ;\rUsts, Tlie.itiu il Men ot 

l.etiei., I've. i!y John Ti.Mn.s, F.S..'\. With neai'y f.j Din .nations. LiownSvi), 
cloth extra, 71. w. 

*’ riu vca'ler who would fain onjov a hanulcs» laugh in s'jiue v-ay o.hl company 
might do iiiiuh woisc than take an oia.a.sion.d diji into ‘I'.nyiish Eccentrics.’ 
He.iuv, prc.tchcrs, .uithors, actois, nionsirosities of tic- puhlii slmu ami le.idcrs of 
religii'iis intposturc;.. will meet him here in iiilinile, almost piapIc viM'.;, v.itiety. I'lie 
• pii c) iliiistr.vtioiis, from }>ortriiil.s and c.iricalures of the mac, .itc .idmir.ihly suited 

to the lellt.Tpifss,” -</>(r//;/,-, 

TIMES’ CLUBS AND CLUB LIFE IN LONDON. With 

AM'Chotks of its F.xmous Cm-'l-KK Hd'csps. lliis-ihuKu-s, and T.WKK'Ns. 
l>y JiiiiN Timus, F.S.A. With imine.rous Illustrations, Crown Cvo, cloth 
e.vtr.T, 7s. 6<f. 

TOURNEUR’S (Cyril) COLLECTED WORKS, including a 
hitherto altogether unknown Series 0/ .Sonnets. Edited by J. CttUitii-N Collins. 
Post 8vo, antique boards. ' , prepnration. 

TURNER’S (J. M. W.) LIBER PLUVIORUM: or, River 

Sccncrv of E’rancc. fia highly-finished Line Enpraving.s liy Wii.i mokp, (1i»c>J) \i t, 
Mu i.i-Tt, Coy.sE.NS, .ind other distinguished Arti.sts. With descritnu-f Letterpress 
by Lkiivh kiTcuiR, and Memoir by Ai-ahic A. Watts. lmperi.il Svo, cloth 
extra, gilt edges, \xs. (ai. 

TURNER (J. M. W.) and GIRTIN’S RIVER SCENERY. 

30 bc.Tutiful Mczrolinto Plates, engraved on Steel by Rkynoi.i>s, Hkomlkv, 
.1 1,1'fTON, and Cu.\Ri.RS Ti.rnkb, principally after the Drawings of J. M. W. 
TuiiNV'iti. Small folio, in Portfolio, Ai ii*. 6//. 

TURNER’S (J. M. W.) LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

Founded upon I.,eUcrs and Papers furnished by his Friends and Fellow-Acadeitii- 
, cians. By Waltku Thornburv. New Edition, entirely rewritten and .added 
to. With numerou.s Illustrations. Two Vols., Svo, cloth extra. [/« 
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^URNER GALLERY (The): A Series of Sixty luifjiavin^'^.fr.in: 
*ihc Pniicipnl Works of Joseph Malloro Wiii.iam Tiknick. Wirh a AfiMtioii 
and llliisli.iiivc'J'c.M Ity Uai.pii Is' iruoi.soN' Whkno.m, Keeper and Seciet.ny. 
■Naiional (j.illcry. UaiivKomd^' lialf-imrnd, fitdia IVnofs, royal folio, 
l.artje Paper copies, Artists’ India Proofs, elephant folio, —A Dcsciijiiisc 

l-’amjililet will In; sent upon application. 

■^AG.ABONDIANA; i>r, Anecdoles of Mendicant Wanderers 

* thninnh the Streets of London : with Portraits of tin; most Keniarkahle, tlrawn 
from the laf' hy John ' 1 'iiomas Kmi i ii, late K^-pci of tin; Prints m tin, Hrifi .h 
IVlusemn. With liitrodiirtion hv P'kam ts Dofci', and iK-scnplive'JVvt, Willi 
the Wood'.iUs nnd the Pl.ite.s, ftoiii the original O'ppeis. Crown 410, lialf- 
UovLuiehe, j'--' tv/, 

VYNER’S NOTITIA VENATICA : .V Treatise on Fox-I runtimr, 

the fteiieral Management of Hounds, aii<l the Diseases of Dogs; Di'ieinjier an.t 
Rallies . Ki.inicl Lameness, fse. l!v I’lniEKT(’. Vs.MiU. Sixth I'Milton, iMdai-Vil. 
With i>piiiteu Coloured lllu.siraiion.s hv -s. J'so\;d .ao, cloili extr.i, /i.i. 

'I^ALPOLE’S (Horace) ANECDOTES OF PAINTING IN 

* ” I'.Nf'1LANI^. With sonic AMonnt of the jniinipal I'.iieli^li Aiic.ts, .md 
ill! ideiu.il Nniii cs of Seniptors, t'.irser ■, Knarnelh i,s, 'Vuliiterts, Aled.iliisis. 
giaveis, isf. With Additions hv' the Roe. J v'iks Dvil'avw New Kdilioii, 
Kevised iiid F.dited, with Addilional .Notes. hyKvi.fil .\. Wi n-\iM,*lsi .nut 
Se' ret.iVy. Xalion.il ti.dlerv. 'J'hree t'ols., avo, with npwardsuf 15.1 I’oili.ots .oi l 
Pl.ites. < iolit exti.i, / I y.i 

WALPOLES (Horace) ENTIRE CORRESPONDENCE. 

t 'tiio:iolo. i'-..l!y arr.ingi d, with the- Piffaccs ,ind Note. .if < k'im'r. Lord D.i\i , 
:!iid ollii.i' t!u; Note s of all jin-vioiis h.citors, .'in! y^ddition:d Notes hv I'l' 1 1 ; 

<'1 .N Mr.o'i •'t. N'lie Vol.,, IN", wall miincioo ime I'ln'tt.nts eiigiaved o;i 
Meel, ( loth i aIi .1, / } i 

'■ rile ili.om who h links in Tforin'e Walpole’s Letters is one for whit h wi !i..\o 
no ti I in . ;ind onr l lalhe neighhonrs ^celn t'l li.ive eiigV'i',' > d both tlie w onl .m,! 1 I,.. 
ijiiahlv—‘rile' 'oni pi<|irnnes ' to the higl!t'.,t degree. 11 yiiii riMil Imt a seiilcin c, 
von feci Vonio.lf ‘pcll iiii'l till ’on li.ive r--id the volunic. ”-(hen/Ao Ah;',, .-i' 

WALTON AND COTTON, ILLUSTRATED.—THE COM- 

I’l.K'l'K AN'flLLR: or, Tin; (.'ontemplative .M.in's Kei-re.ition ; i;..oi'; .1 

J/iseont-.e of Rivers. Pish-potnls, Fish and Fishing, wiitten i'V I/a vs W.'ii i' . , 
and In.slnn tioi.s how to Angle for .1 'Proul or (Iravling in a ele.ir .Sire on, hv 
CiiAt.i I s Cii'i'ic,, With • iriginal Memoirs and Notes Iv .Sir 11 11 m , 

K.thM.Ci. WithlhcM Plate lllnstr.itionprecisely as in Pi'ht i ing’s t w i-\i.i.n:.' 
Edition. f'oiTiplele in One Vohitiic. large i row 11 P.v'o, < loth iinlnpic, 7'. './. 

WALT WHITMAN'S LEAVES OF GRASS. Coinplcl'/ in Om; 

thick Vohi.ne. Svo. green doth, tj,". 

WARRANT TO EXECUTE CHARLES I. An exact Farsiinih.- 

of thi, itnpori.int Dot ninent, with llic Fifty-nine S)ign.itiirc.s of the Regn ide.-, .nid 
•-orrespoiRiing .Setd on pmier to imit.'ilc the f frigmal, va in. hy 14111. j’lii >■ ■ 

WARRANT TO EXECUTE MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS. 

An Exact Fa' simile of this import.ini Doeumeni, including the Signature r,f 
fjeeen Eli.'ahetH aivJ F.acsimile of the Great Seal, on tinted paper, l<> iiiiiiaie tin 
t fngiual MS. Price ?s. 

WATERFORD ROLL (The).—Illtoninated Charter-Roll of 

Waterford,'I'cinp. Richard 11 . The Illuminations acrnrately'I rared and Coloured 
for theM'oil. fioin a Copy earcfiiJly made hj the late GkoriiK V. Dti N'lVKit, L ij , 
M.K.I..A. Those Charters which have not already appeared in print wd! le; 
edited by the Rev. jAMhi Graves, A.B., M.R.I.A. Imperial 410, cioiJM xu 1, 
gilt, 31 i. 

WESTWOOD'S PALiffilOGRAPHIA SACRA PICTORIA; 

being a Series of Illiistrations of the Ancient Versions of the Piblc, copied from 
IlluDuiiated Manuscript's, executed between the Fourth and Sistccuth Centt’iie, 
Koyal 4to, with 50 beautifully llluniinated Plates, half-bound morocco, jC"} >o,t. 
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WIL'D’S ENGLISH OATHEDBALS. I'welve scleit eK.im]>lcs 

of the Ecde.siaslical Architecture of the Middle AKc^ : beautifully coloured, after 
the Original Drawings by Cjjaui.ks Wti.u, Imperial folio, in portfolio, £\ 4r. 

WILD’S POEEIGN CATHEDRALS. Twelve fine plates, im¬ 
perial folio, coloured, after the Original Dr.awings, by Chaklks Wii.d. Jn port¬ 
folio, ^ 4J- 

‘‘ These splendid plates arc tinetiualled, whether bonnd as a volume, trcasuicd m 
a portfolio, or Iramcd for universal adnumtion.”- Athenuum. 

WILSON’S AMBEIOAl^ ORNITHOLOGY ; or, Natural History 
of the Birds pf the United States ; with the Continuation by I’riiice CnAKLKS 
Luoian Bonai'Aute. New ak'o Knlarceli Editton, completed by the 
insertion of above One Hmulretl Birds omitted in the original Work, and lllns- 
trated by valuable Notes, and Life of the Author, by Sir William Jakhinii. 
Three Vols., 8vo, with a fine Portrait of Wilson, and 103 Pkites, exhibiting 
nearly four hundred figures of Bird.s accurately engraved and ijeautifully coloured, 
hatf-Mlind morocco, _ [ /«the 

“The History of American Birds by Alexander Wilson is equal in elegante to the 
most distinguished of our own splendid works on Ornithology. CtrvyiK. 

“This is by far the best edition of the American Ornithology, both on account of 
the beautiful plates and the interesting notes of the editor. Every ornithologist 
'must of course possess the work, and he .should if possible procure this edition.”— 
NHvn.LK Wood. 

WILSON’S FRENCH-ENGLISH AND ENGLISH-FRENCH 

DICTIONARY; containing full Explanations, Definitions, Synonyms, Idioms, 
Proverbs, 'I'crms of Art and Science, and Rules for the Pronunciation of each 
Language. Compiled from the Dictionaries of the Prcnch Academy, ItoviiK, 
CiiAMBAOU, Garniee, Lavkaux, Dks CAEEiriRKs and Fain, Jojinson, and 
Walkrk. Imperial 8vo, 1,323 closely-printed pages, clolli extra, tj-v. 
WONDERFUL CHARACTERS: Memoirs and Anecdote.-, of 
Remarkable and Eccentric Persons of every Age and Nation. By IIf.nev 
Wilson and James C-Milfield. Crown Svo, cloth extra, with 61 full-page 
Engravings, yr. firf. 

WRIGHT’S (Andrew) COURT-HANp RESTORED; or, Stu¬ 
dent’s Assistant in Reading Old Deeds, Charters, Records, &c. Folio, half¬ 
morocco, loi. 6if- 

WIGHT’S CARICATURE HISTORY of the GEORGES 

(House of Hanoyer). With 400 Picture.s, Caricatures, Squibs, Broadsides, 
Window Pictures, &c. By Thomas Wright, Estp, M.A., F.S.A. Crown Svo, 
cloth extra, js, 6rf. 

“ Emphatically one of the liveliest of Irooks, as also one of the most interesting. 
Has the twofold merit of being at once amusing and edifying .”—Momifig Pest. 
WEIGHT’S HISTORY OF CtA.RIO.ft TURE AND OP THE 
GROTE^UE in art, literature, SCULPTURE. AND PAINT¬ 
ING, firomiihe Earliest ’lines to the Present Day. By Thomas WrictHt, 
M.A., F.S.A Profusely Illustrated by F. W. Fairholt, F.S.A Large post 
Svo, ciafit extra, gilt, 7$. 6<f. 

r VENOPHONIS COMPLETE WORK^. Translated into English. 

Demy Svo, with Steel-plate Portrait, a thick volume of 770 pages, lar. 

ID'ANKEE DROIiIjERIES. Edited, y^ith Introduction, by George 
* AuctfSTWS Sala. In Three Parts—the Fir.st containing Artemus Ward's 
, Book, fh^Biotow PapbRS, Orphbus C. Kkkh, Jack Downing, and the 
Kasby PiBpRs; the>S«cowD containing Artemus Ward’s Travels, Hans 
BRKirMANN, Proeessor AT THE Breaki^ast Table, the Biglow Papers 
(PdrtTLX Josh BtLUNCs; the Tt»Rn containing Artbmus Ward among 
FKN iANt, Autocrat or the Be«akra.st Table, Brkt Harte’s Stories, 
’PHE Ihnocknts AvROAth and Tiig New Pilcsim’.s Progress. Three Vols., 
jttowB Svo, cloti^wrtra, gilt, price id». Af.; or, separately. 3#. 61^. per Vol. 

r. oonsit AKO co» nttHTEEs.'m. st. roKH street. London 
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M‘Avoy, Margaret, the Blind Girl . ^. 

M'Donald, Samuel, commonly called '•'•Big Sam'" 

]\I() 0 RE, Anne, the Fasting I Vo man . 

Morlanh, (jEORGE, a Celebrated Fainter . . . . 

New, Nice, a JVell-knenon Character at Reading. . , 

Old Boots, of Ripen in Yorkshire ..... 

Parr, Thojias, who died at the Age of 152 Years 
Peter the Wild Boy, of the Hoods of JIamcUn 
Powell, Fos i'ei;, the Astonishing Pedestnan 

Rokeby, I.oru, of Singular Eccentricity .... 
RuMunuo, CEORciK, an Eicentric Mimic . . . . 

Sj'-URAT, Ct.aude Ambroi.se, the Living Skeleton 
Smith, John, better known by the Natne of Biukhorse 
Southcott, Joanna, an Extraordinary Eanatu . 
Stevenson, \\'ii-liam, a Notor'wus Beggar . . . . 

Talbot, Mary Anne, the Female Sailor . . . . 

'I’eui:.sia, Madam, the Corsican Entry . 

Terry, Samuel, the Jlotany Bay Roihsthild 

'J'oi;\', a Bcg.‘ing Jmpostor . 

Trovillou, Francis, the Horned Man .... 

Urslerin, Barbara, the Hairy faced Homan 

Valerius, John, born w'Uhout Arms . 

Whitehead, Miss, the Bank Kim . 

WiLi-lAMS, Kknwick, commonly called the I\Ionstcr 
Williamson, 1’eteu, remarkable lor his Captivity 
Wood, Thomas, the Abstemious Miller . . . . 

Woodcock, Elizabeth, buried in Suoxv nearly Eight Days 
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WONDERFUL CHARACTERS. 


Francis Battalia, 

The Stone-Eater. 

TN IG'll IIollaT otchdd aiiriiit of Franci.'i Battalia, an Italian, 
Avlii) is said to have eaten half a peck of stone.s a day. Ko- 
spectini; this individual, Dr. Biihver, in his Artificial Chunye- 
liii/j, relates that he saw him in London wlien he was about 
thirty yeans rtf af;e ; that he was bom with two stones in one 
hand, and one in the other. As soon as he was bom, having 
tlie lirenst offered liim, he refused to suck, and when tliey would 
have h'd him with pap, he utterly rejccte-d that also. Where- 
njxm the midwife and nurse entering into consideration of the 
strang(‘nes3 of hi.s birth and refusal of all kind of nourishment, 
eonsuHed with some jihysicians what they should do in this 
case. Tlu'y, when they saw the infant reji'ct all that they 
could contrive for iiouiishment, told the women they thought 
tliat the child brouglit its meat with it into the world, and that 
it was to be nourished with stones; ^'hereupon they desired 
the nurse to give him one .stone in a little drink, whicli he very 
readily took into his mouth and swallowed down. AYhen he 
had swalloAved all the three stoiu's, and Lx'gan to want his 
hard-mcat, the ]>hysicians advised tlie nurse to get some small 
pebldes, as like tho.se which ho w^as l:»orn with a.s they could, 
with ^'/hich kind of nourishment he was brought up, and on 
wdiich lie continued to subsist in manhood. Dr. Bulwer’tlius 
descri))es his manner of feeding ;—“ Ilis manner is fo put three 
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or four stones into a sj)oou, and so putting them into his mouth 
together, ho swalloAVs them all down one after another ; tlien 
(first si)itting) lie drinks a glass of hoer after them, lie de- 
■rours about half a peck of these stones ('very day, and when 
he cliinks upon his .stomach, or shako.s his body, you may hear 
the stones rattle as if tht'y W(^rc in a sack, all Avhich in twenty- 
four hours are resolved. Once in threes wedis he voids a great 
(puintity of sand, aft('r which ho has a fresh appetibi for these 
stones, as W(^ have for our victuals, and by thes(', with a cup of 
beer, and a pijie of tobacco, la*- lias his whoh*. subsistence. Ht‘ 
has attiMupted to ('at meat and bread, broth and milk, and such 
kind of food, upon which other mortals commonly live; lint 
he could never brook any, neither would they stay with him to 
do him any good. Ho is a black, swartish little fellow, activo 
and strong enough, and has been a soldier in Ireland, wlu'i't' lu* 
made great use of thi.s pro]K‘rty : for, having the advantage of 
this strange way of alimony, he sold his allowance of food 
sometimes at high rates. At Limerick he sold a sLvpi'nny loaf 
and twopenny Avorth of cheese, for twelve shillings and siA’jienec'. 
It seems the fellow when he first came out was suspected to be 
an impostor, and was, by command of the State, shut up for a 
month, with the allownnce of two pots of beer and half an 
ounce, of tobac(;o e\ <'ry day, but wras afterwards acquitted from 
all suspicion and deceit.” 

There arc other remarkable ca.ses of stone-eating on record. 
Platerus speaks of a h(!gg'ar-hoy, who for four farthings would 
suddenly sAvallow many stones which In; nu.'t Mutli hy clianc(‘ in 
any place, timugh tlu'y w'(^re as l>ig a.s a walnut, so filling his 
belly that by the collision of them wliile tlit'y W(*r(* ])i-(*ssed, the 
sound wa.s distinctly lu'ard. Father P.iulian .says that a true 
litliophagus, or stonc-eat('r, Avas brouglit to Avignon in the 
beginning of May, 17 d 0 . He not only .sAA'alloAA'od flints an 
inch and a half long, a full inch broad, and half an inch thick, 
but such stoiKcs as lie could reduce to })OAvder, such as marhli', 
pebbles, &c., lie made up into paste, Avliicli AAms to him a most 
agi'ccable and Avholesome food. Fatlu'r Pauliaii examined this 
man with all the attention he possibly could, and found his 



j^ullct very large, liis teeth exceedingly strong, liis saliva very 
coiTosivt', and liis .stomach lower than ordinary. 

This stone-eater was found on Good Friday, in 1757, in a 
northern inliuhited island, hy some of the crew of a Dutch 
ship. He wa.s made hy his lvc“(‘per to eat ra-vv lle.sh with his 
stones ; hut could never be got to .swallow bread. He Avould 
drink water, wine, and brandy, wliich last liquor gave him in¬ 
finite pleasure. He sh'.pt at ]ea.st twelve hours in a day, sitting 
on tlie ground with one knee over the other, and his chin 
resting on his right knee. He smoked almost all the time ho 
was not asleep, or not eating. Some ‘physicians at Pari.s got 
him blooded; the blood had little, or no serum, and in two 
hours’ time became as fragile as coral. 

lie was unable to pronounce more than a few words, .such a.s 
Old, Non, Cailhm, Bon.. “ He has been taught,” adds the piou.s 
Father, evidently pleased with the docility of liis interesting 
pupil, “ to make the gign of the cross, and wa.s baptise<l .some 
months ago in the Church of St. Come, at Paris. The, respect 
he >;h<tii:.<t io ecclr.da.^flcs., and Ida I'eadi/ d'lqmUion to pleaae them, 
aftbrded me the opportunity of satisfying myself as to all these 
j)a]iicular.s ; and I am fully conrhiced that he is no cheat.” 

In 178S, a stoiu'-cater exhibited his wonderful powers of 
eating and swallowing .stone.s at 401, Strand. The following 
i.s a facsimile of his advertiserntmt:— 


An Extraordinary Stone-Eater. 


“ The Oiiginal 
“ STONE-EATEP, 

“ The Only One in the World, 

is aiTivcd, and means to perform this, and ever}'- day (Sunday 
excepted), at Mr. Hatch’s, Trimk Maker, 404, Stri^id, opposite 
Adelphi. 
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“STONE-EATING 

“and 

“ STONE-SWALLOWING, 

“ and after the Stones are sAvallowed, may 
“ ]>e lieard to clink in 


“ his Belly, tin; same as in a Pocket. 

“ The present is allowed to be th(‘- ajjje of Wonders and Im¬ 
provements in the Arts. The idea of a Man’s flying in tlu* 
Air, twenty years ago, before the discuveiy of the U.'^o of 
Balloons, would have been laughed at by the most credulous ! 
Nor does tlio History of Nature aflbrd so (>xtraordiiuuy a Ke- 
latioii as that of a Man’s EATING and subsisting on I’euulk 
Flints, TetUACCO Pipes, and Mineral Excrescences; but so it 
is, and the Ladies and Gentlemen of this Metroimlis and its 
vicinity have now an oppoitunity of witnessing this e.\tra- 
ordinaiy Jb'act by seeing the most Wonderful 'I’henomenon of 
the Agv, who Grinds and Swallows Stones, Ac., with as 
much eaH(> as a Person would crack a nut, and niabticate the 
kernel, 

“ This Extraordinary Stone-Eater appears not to sulTer tlu' 
least Inconvenit'nce from so^ionderous, and to .all other persons 
in the World, so indigestil)le a Meal, which he repeats from 
twelve at noon till seven. 

“ Any Lady or Gentleman may bring Black Flints or 
Pebbles with them. 


“ N.B.—His Merit i.s fully demonstrated by Dr. Muni-o, in 
his Medical Coinmc)i.f((ri/, 1772, and sovenal other G(‘ntlenieii of 
the Faculty. Likewise Dr. John Hunter and Sir doseph 
Banks can witness tlu^ Surprising Performance of this most 
Extraordinaiy Stcjne-Ea'per. 

“ A<bnittiince—Two Shillings .and Sixpexice. 


“ A I’rivate Performance for Five Guineas, on a short 


notice.” 


A Spanish Stone-Eater was exhibited at the Kichmoiid 
Theatr(*, August 2, 1700, 
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Still more recently a Stone-Eater invited llie Public to -vvit- 
ne.ss tlie disiday of bis feats by means of the folloAviug bamb 
bill 

“ STONE-EATEP. 

“ Tbe Public are most resjjoctfully informed that the above 
Curious and Wonderful Phenomenon, Avho Avas announced for 
Monday, tbe Tentb of March, at No. 28, Haymarket, Avill 
commence bis Extraordinary Exhibition on Monday next, the 
171b Instant, at the Great lioom, late Globe TaA'crn, corner of 
th-av(.*n Street, Strand. 

“ Tf) be seen every Day, from Elev<;n in tbe Morning till 
Eire o’cloeic in the Afternoon. 

“ Admittance—Half-a-CroAvn. 

‘‘ N.l>.—Such persons as please, may bring Stones Avitb 
them. 

“ Till! Stone-Eater begs to inform those Ladb'S and Gen¬ 
tlemen Avbo have expressed a desire to sec him, that be shall 
b(.' bap])y to gratify their curiosity, Avben be is not publicly (‘ii- 
gaged.” 


Fire and Poison Eaters, &c. 

T T seems at first sight dillicult to account for the strange pbe- 
nomenon of a human and pi'i’isbable creature eating red-b<»t 
ooids, taken indiscriminately out of a large fire ; broiling steaks 
upon Ills tongue; sAA^alloAviiig huge draughts of liquid fire as 
greedily as a country sqiiini does roast beef and sti ong In'er. 
Hoav can that element Avbidi Ave are told is ultimatidy to de¬ 
vour all tbing.s, be deA’oured it.self, as famUiar diet, by a mortal 
man ? 

Su* Henry Wotton, in a letter to one of his correspondents,^' 
* 2 ieliijui(S IVottoniance, ed. 1G8."), 
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dated June 3rd, 1G33, speaks of “ a strange thing to he .s('tai in 
London for a couple of ])enco, uliicli 1 know not wliother 1 
should call a piece of art or naturt*. It is an Englishman like 
some sw^her of a ship como from the Indies, where he has 
learned to eat fire as familiarly as ever I saw any eat cakes, 
even whole glowing brands, -wliich he will crash Avitli his teeth, 
and swallow. I believe he hath been hard famished in the 
Teira de Fuego, on the south of the Magellan strait.” 

The secret of fire-eating was made public by a servant of 
the celebrated Kichardson, who showed it in France about the 
year! 6G7, and was one of the first performers of the kind that ever 
appeared in Europe. It consists only in ruhbipg the hands, and 
thoroughly washing the mouth, lips, tongue, teeth, and other 
]»aits that are to touch the fire, with pure spirit of sul]>hiir. 
This burns and cauterises the epidermis, or upiper skin, till it 
becomes as hard as thick leather, and every time thi*, experi- 
ineiit is tried it becomes .still easier than before. The bad 
('ifects which the frequent swallowing of red-hot coals, medted 
sealing-wax, resin, brimstone, and other calcined and inflam- 
malde matter, might have had upon his stomach, were pre- 
A'entod by drinking plentifully of warm water and oil, as soon 
as he left the company, till he. had vomited all up again. 

John Evelyn records having witnessed the feats of liichard- 
son, in the autumn of 1G72, at Leicester House, the resideiict* 
of Lady Sunderland. “ lie before us devoured brimstone on 
“ glowing coalsj chewing and swallowing them; he melted a 

beer-glass, and cat it quite up ; then taking a live coal on 
“ his tongue, he put on it a raw oyster. The coal was blown 
“ on with bellows till it flamed and sparkled in his mouth, and 
“ so remained till the oy-ster gaped and was quite broiled; then 
“ he melted pitch and wax with sulphur, which he drank down 
“ as it flamed. I saw it flaming in his mouth a good while. 
“ He took up a thick piece of iron, such as laundresses use to 
“ put in their smoothing boxes; when it was fiery hot, lujld it 
“ between his teeth, then'in his hand, and threw it about like 
“ a stone but this I observed he cared not to hold viuy long. 
“ Then he stood on a small pot, and bending his body, took a 
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*• glowing iron with his mouth from between his feet, without 
“ touching the pot or ground with his liands, with divers other 
“ jwodigious feats.”* 

Madame de fievigne, in one of her delightful letters, dated 
30th June, 1080, describes a man who waited upon her from 
Vitre, w’ho dropped into his mouth and upon his hand ten or 
twelve drops of melted sealing-wax, as if it had been so much 
cold water, and without the slightest semblance of pain; nor 
did his tongue or hand show the least sign of bum or injury 
whatever. She seems to consider it as a miracle : but in a 
half-bantering mood asks what will become of the lUoofs of 
innocence, so much depended upon in former ages, from the 
ordeal by fire ? 

One of the amusements of 1718 was the juggling exhibition 
of a fire-eater, whose name was De IlTaHTREHiGiiT,+ a native of 
the valley (►f Annivi, in Savoy, amongst the Alps that divide 
Italy from Switzerland. This tremendous ])erson ate burning 
coals, chewed flaming brimstone, and sAvallowed it; licked a 
r(ul-hot poker ; placed a red-hot heater on his tongue; kindled 
coals on his tongue; sulTercd them to be,blown, and broiled 
meat (Ui them ; ate melted pitch, brimstone, bees’-wax, seahng- 
w'ax, and resin, with a spoon; luid to complete the business, he 
performed all those marvels five times a-day, at the Duke of 
Marlborough’s Head, in Fleet Street, for the trifling sums of 
2i<. ()(/., l.s'. GJ., and lx. Master Hightrehight had the honour 
of exhibiting before Louis XIV, the Kaiser, the Iving of Sicily, 
the Doge of Venice, and an infinite number of princes and 
nobles—including the Prince of Wales, who had nearly lost 
this inconceivable pleasure by the envious interposition of the 
Inquisition at Bologna and in Piedmont, which Holy Office 
seemed inclined to try fheir mode of himing on his body, leav¬ 
ing to him the care of resisting the tlames, and rendering them 
harmless. Ho was, however, preserved from the uinvelcome 
ordeal by the interfercnice of the Duchess lioyal liegcnt of 
Savoy, and the Marquis Bcntivoglio. 

* Evelyn’s Diary, 8lh October, 1672. f Bv some spelt Heiterleit. 
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But perhaps the most remarkable of all fire-eaters was the 
famous Bobkkt Poavell, Avho exhibited in public from the year 
1718 to 178'0, as may bo collected from his advertisements 
during that period, one of which runs as follows : 

“SUM SOLUS. 

“ Please to observe that there are two different performances 
the same Evening, will be performed' by the faippus. . 

“ Mr. Powell, Fire-Eater, from London: 

who has had the honour to exhibit Avith universal applause, 
the most surprising performances that were ever attempted by 
mankind, before His Royal Highness 'VVilliam late Duke of 
Cumberland, at Windsor Lodge, May 7, 1752; before Ilis 
Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, at Gloucester House, 
dauuary 30, 17G9 ; before His Royal Highness the present 
Duke of Cumberland, at Windsor Lodge,. September 25,1709 ; 
bid'ore Sir Hans Sloane and several of the Royal Society, 
JMnrcli 4, 1751, Avho made Mr. Rowell a compliment of a jnn se. 
of gold, and a fint*, large silver medal, wliich the curious may 
A'icw l)y applying to him ; and before most of the Nobility and 
Quality in the Kingdom. 

“He intends to sup on the following articles :— 

“ 1.—He eats red-hot coals out of the fire as natural as 
bread. 2.—He licks Avith the naked tongue red-hot tobacco 
pi]K;s, flaming with brimstone. 3.—He takes a large bunch of 
deal matclu'.s, lights them all together; and holds them in his 
im)Uth till the flame is exting-uished. 4.—lie takes a red-hot 
heater out of the fire, licks it Avith his naked tongue several 
times, and canies it round the room between the teeth. 5.— 
H(} fills his mouth Avith red-hot charcoal, and broils a slice of 
beef or mutton ui)on his tongue, and any person may bloAv the 
fire Avith a pair of bclloAVS at the same time, 6.—He talces a 
fjuantity of resin, pitch, bees’-wax, sealing-wax, briiristoiui, 
alum, and lead, melts them together over a chafing dish of 
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coals, and cats the same comhustibles with a spoon, as u it 
were a porringer of hroth (which he calls his dish of soup), 
to the great and agreeable surprise of the spectators; with 
various other extraordinary performances never attempted by 
any other person of this age, and there js scarce a possibility 
ever will ; so that those who neglect this opportunity of seeing 
the wonders performed by this artist, will lose the sight of the 
most amazing exhibition ever done by man. 

“ The doors to be opened by six, and he sups precisely at 
seven o’clock, without any notice given by the sound of tnim- 
pet. , . * 

“ If gentry do hot choose to come at seven o’clock, no per¬ 
formance. 

“Price of admittance to Ladies and Gentlemen, One Shib 
ling. Back Scats for Children and Servants, Six-pence. 

t‘ Ladies and children may have a private performance any 
hour of the day, by giving previous notice. 

“ N.B.—He displaces teeth* or stumps so easily as scarccj to 
be felt. He sells a chymieal liquid wliich discharges intlani- 
mation, scalds, and burns, in a short time, and is necessary to 
l)c Icept in all families. His stay in this place will be but 
short, not exceeding above tvro or three nights. 

“ Good fire to li^ep the gentry warm.” 


“ Such is his passion,” says a contemporary writer, “ for this 
ti-rrible (‘lement, that if he W'cre to come hungry into your 
kitchen, while a sirloin w^as roasting, he would eat up the fire 
and leave the beef. It is somew'hat surprising that the friends 
of real merit have not jxt promoted him, living-as we do in an 
ag(! favourable to men of genius. Obliged to wander from 
place to place, instead of indulging himself in juivate with his 
favourite dish, he is under the uncomfortable necessity of eating 
in public, and helping himself from the kitchen fire of some 
paltry ale-house in the country.” * 


* Lounger’s Common Place Book. 
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Chamouni was a celebrated Russian salamander; lie was 
insensible, for a given time, to the effects of heat. He was re¬ 
markable for the simplicity and singleness of his character, as 
well as for that idiosyncracy in his constitution, which enabled 
him for so many years, not merely to brave the effects of fire, 
but to take delight in an element where other men find destnic- 
tion. He was above all artifice, and_ would often eifitreat his 
visitors to melt their own lead, or boil their own mercury, that 
they might be perfectly satisfied of the gratification he derived 
from diinking those preparations. He would also present his 
tongue, in the most obliging manner, to all who wished, to 
pour melted lead upon it, and stamp an impression of their 
seals. 

The Paris newspapera of April, 1830, make mention, of a 
man of the name of Jean Pierre Decure, thirty years of age, 
a native of Africa, who './as then at Douai, and who couhl 
swallow with impunity all sorts of poisons, arsenic, sulphuric 
acid, corrosive sublimate, and devour live coals. 

Some years ago there was living at Constantinople an extra¬ 
ordinary man, of the name of SoLiMAN, an eater of corro.sive 
sublimate, of the age of lOG years. In his early life he accu.'<- 
tomed himself, like other Turks, to the use of opium, but 
having augmented his dose to a great quanfity Avithout px[»c- 
riencing the desired effect, he adopted the use of sublimate, 
and had taken it for more than tliirty years, to the amount of 
a drachm, or sixty grains, daily. One day he Ave-nt into the. 
shop of a Jew apothecary, to Avhom he AA'as unknoAvn, and 
asked for a drachm of sublimate; he mixiid it in a glass of 
Avater, and sAvallowed it instantly. The apothecary was dread¬ 
fully frightened, because he knew the consequences of being 
accused of poisoning a Turk; but what was his astonishment 
when he saw the same man re.turn the next day for another 
dose of ail equal quantity. It is said that Lord Elgin and 
other Englishmen were acquainted with this extraordinary 
man, and heard him declare that his enjoyment after having 
taken tliis active poison was the greatest he eA'er felt from any 
cause whatever. 
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In 1788 a most surprising and wonderful “ Siderophagus,’ 
or cater of iro)i, exhibited himself “ to the generous and scion- 
tilic inhabitants of this country,’* at the Great Auction Room 
in Piccadilly. Ho professed to eat and digest iron in any 
sliape, with a most surprising facility, and to break, cheu', 
craunch, and masticate the hardest iron that conld be found. 
Those who were desirous of being convinced of his wonderful 
powtu's, were invited to bring a bunch of keys, a bolt, or a 
poker, wliich he offered to digest with as much ease as if they 
W'cre gingerbread. He was “ to l )0 ^seen only a few night.s 
longer, as he was engaged at the Cannon Com])any to smooth 
their cannons by biting ofi‘ the rough j>ieces i)7evious to tins 
cannon being bored.” He also cautioned the public that he 
liad no connexion with any eater oJ‘ .stone.s or flint.s. 

His wife was, it would seem, a per.son no less cxtraoidinary 
than himself. She displayed her powers at the .same ])lace and 
time, and while he was biting off bars of iron, the. lady in 
another part of the building, was electrifying the spectators by 
drinlcing off bumpers of aijua fortis, or oil of vitriol. She in¬ 
vited chemists to Idling their own aqua fortis of any strength 
whatever, and undertook to swallow the liquor without any 
WIT faces or contortions, and as })leasantly and easily a.s if it 
Avere small beer. 

The ])rice of adniis.sion to Ixdh entertainments wa.s half-a- 
crown to g(>iitecl people ; but this precious pair of irapo.stors 
had the amusing impertinence to announce that tlioy exhibited 
at half-prict' for the henejit of the j.ivor ; when the Sideroi)hagus 
devoured pins, needles, wires, and nut-crackers ” (and such-like 
smaller articles); and his Avile drank-Avine, ether, and other 
Aveaker liquors. 

In 1746, a Welsh labourer, named Reeves AVilliams, liAung 
near Cardigan, a .stout, hale fellow, of very ruddy (jomph'xion, 
and about twenty-seven years.of agtf, exhibited hin^self to the 
neighbouring gentry at sixpence a-liead, and swalkhATj:! ^four 
pieces of iron of an inch-and-a-quarter long, and threeijgpji^vw.s 
of mi inch broad, and of considerable thickness. These he had 
made by the smith of the toAvn, and always carried some of 
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them about him ; but besides these, he swallowed stones, half¬ 
pence, and many other things of the same kind. He called 
himself tlie inan-o^trich. His intention was to proceed to 
London, and show himself publicly,' but whether he ever 
reached the capital is uncertain. 

In June, 1799, John Cummings, an American sailor, aged 
about twenty-three, having seen a man near Havre-de*-Gracc 
amuse a crowd of pcojile by pretending to swallow clasp-knives, 
returned on board and told his shi 2 )mates what ho had seen, 
and being lather fresh with liquor, boasted he could swalLnv 
knives as well as the Frenchman. Being pressed to do it, he 
did not like to go against his w'ord, and having a good suj>ply 
of grog inwardly, he took liis own pocket-knife, and on trying 
to swallow it, it slipped down his throat wdth great (!asc, and 
by the assistance of somie drink was conveyed into his stomach. 
The spectators, however, were not satisfied with one ex];)cri- 
ment, and asked the operator whether he could swallow more ? 
His answer was—“ All the knives on board the ship upon 
which three knives were immediately produced, -which were 
sAvallowcd in tluj same -way as the former; and by this bol<l 
attempt of a drunken man, the company was well entertained 
for that night. The next day he pass<‘d one of the knives, 
which -was not the one that he had swallowed first; and the 
day afterwards he passed two knives at once, one of IIkuii 
being that which he first sw^allowed. The other, according to 
his knowledge, i-emaincd in the stomach, but he never felt any 
inconvenienc(5 from it. 

After this extraordinary perfonnance, he thought no mol t* of 
swallowing knives for the next six years, in March, 180.5, 
being then at Boston, in America, he was one day tempted, 
while drinking with a party of sailors, to boast of his fomit*!* 
exploits, adding that he was the same man still, and ready to 
rejieat his performance. A small knife was thtweupon jiro- 
duced, wliich he instantly swallowed. In the course of the 
cv^ij'ng he swallowed five more. The next morning crowds of 
visitors came to see him ; and in the course of that day he was 
induced to swallow eight knives more, making in all fourteen / 
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He, however, paid clearly for this frolic. lie was seized with 
constjuit vomiting and pain in his fetomach; hut, as he related, 
between that time and the 28th of the following month, he 
got rid of the whole of his cargo. At Spithead, December 4th, 
in the same year, he was challenged to repeat his feats, and 
“ disdaining to be worse than his word,” in the course of the 
evening he swallowed tive» knivcis. The ship’s company, next 
moniing, expressed a great desire to sec him repeat the per¬ 
formance, and .he complied with his usual readiness; and by 
the encouragement of the peo])!'e, and, the assistance of good 
grog, he swallowed that day nine clasjf knives, some of which 
Avere A'ery largo ; and he was afterwards assured by the specta¬ 
tors that lui had sw’alloAved four more j which, hoAvever, he de¬ 
clared he knew nothing about, being, no doubt, at tliis period 
of the business too much intoxicated to have any recollection 
of Avhat was passing. This, however, is the last ptirfonnance 
recorded j it made a total of at least thirfij-five knives sAvallowcd 
{it different times; and the last attempt ultim.ately jnit an end 
to his existence. On the iblhnving 6 th December he became?* 
much indisposed ; an<l aftcu* various apjilications, about three 
months afterwards, he felt, as he exprcs,sed himself, the knives 
•“drop]»ing down his bowels.” He continued dreadfully ill. 
In 1807 lie was in Guy’s Hospital, under Dr. Babington; and 
lu*. tliero continued, intervals excejited, under that phj^ieian, 
and afterwards under Dr. Curry, till March, LSdll. After 
bjivlng gradually and miserably sunk under his suffering, ho 
then died, in a state of extreme emaciation. 
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Miss' Whitehead, 

The Bank J^iin. 

TV/riSS SARAH WHITEHEAD, of Bank notoriety, was 
eallod by the clerks of that establishment the Bank Nan, 
from the peculiarity of her dress, which was really emblematic 
of her mind. The merchants, who used to be A’^ery liberal lio- 
wards her, and many of jvhom never suflered her to pass without 
extending their assist^iice, called her the AW/c et Noir of the 
city. The clerks of the Bank, and fhe gentlemen of tlie Rotunda 
and Stock Exchange, all contributed occasionally towards lier 
support. Alderman Birch Avas a true friend to her, and ever after 
the untimely end of her brother, In^ allowed her a small 
annuity, Avhich was regular!}'’ paid to her every week by a lady 
in the city, Avho kindly undertook the office, to' save her tiie 
trouble of going out of the city to the residence of her bene¬ 
factor. Her- existence depended entirely on the bounty vt 
friends. 

Her father had been a respectable man, esteemed for his in¬ 
tegrity and morality by all Avho kncAV him. He held a situation • 
of imporiance in the Post-Office, anil his income not'only <uiablcd 
him t^.educate his family liberall}'^, but also to lay by something 
for a rainy day. 

Her brother held a situation as clerk in the Bank, Avhich ho 
filled for some years Avith much satisffiction to his employer.s ; 
but being rathei* too high-minded for his income, and ])ussessiiig 
a most gentlemanly address, his company was courted by persoii.s 
of independent fortune. Being fiattered on all si<les, Avith 
means unequal to support the position he had iioav assumed in 
society; having taken a splendid e.stabbshment, Avherein his 
sister, tljcr unfortunate Avoman before us, Avas appointed mistress 
ai)i^. ^ superint('ndcd liis domestic arrangements, organized the 
sc’ivauts, rec<iived visitors, and in fa(;t conducted evei^thing as 
if she had been one of the first ladies of the land—her education 
having well qualified her for the task—he commenced dabbling 
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in tlie stocks, hoping iliereby to increase liis means, if not to 
make a splendid fortune. 

This proceeding, however, reached the ears of the directors, 
wlio, unwilling to enforce the i^enalty of such a violation of 
their rules and orders, only rebuked him, accompanying it 
with an assurance, that if continued, his discharge was certain. 
This check was too much for his pride to brook, jind after a 
few weeks ho sent in his resignation. Tlie step gave some 
olfeuce to his real friends, but as he persevered in the business 
ol‘ stoclv-jobbing, and appeared to be flourishing, they thought 
it would turn out for the best; but unfortunately it ])rovcd his 
niin. I’he higher he rose iipoji the unsubstantial ladder of 
s])(>cuIation tin? more mc^ans ho required for his cxtravagauc(.‘s. 
High company dazzled his imagination, and capricious fortune 
turning lu^r back upon him, the bubble of his golden dream 
burst. 

Hungry creditors, who miscalculate on the stability of their 
bettors, become clamourous for their accounts. A\bint jdanted 
a withering finger whore luxury had before levelled. Hesjjair 
seized him, and, hurried on by the fiends, he associated 
himself with the notorious JRoberfx, who raised heavy sums of 
. moiK'y among the Hebrew tribes of London by re]iresenting 
.him.self a.s the heir of Northumberland, and absolutely cflccted 
a mortgage be. t.be Duke’s estate, with many other cxpeit for- 
geiies, which, however, could not be proved in a legal ivay to 
malv(' him amenable to the laws of his countrv. With this 
man poor Whitehead had sundry unlawful dealings, but all 
proved abortive, for in an unpropitious hour he committed a 
foj‘g(ny for a large amount in the “ Old Navy Fives,” and the 
transaction being discovered through the house of Kobarts, 
Curtis, and Company, he was prosecuted at the Old Bailey. 

* The cheque being clearly proved to be in his handwriting, left 
no doubt upon the minds of the jury, who found him guilty. 
Death was pronounced to be his doom, and he was con', eyed to 
the condemned cell to ruminate upon that conduct wlij’-.h’t 
was now too late to remedy. 

The whole of this unfortunate affair was carefully concealed 
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from his sister; and poor Sarah was removed to the house of a 
friend in Wine Office Court, Fleet Street, in order tliat she 
should not hear the knell of St. Sepulchre’s Church toll his 
departure. 

His long absence began to prey upon her spirits, and, like 
the rose plucked from its parent stem, she lost her beauty and 
began to drooj). .She had felt tho force of unrequited love, 
which assisted tho melancholy that now took possession of her. 
Unable to account for his continued absence from home, and 
fancying that he had formed matrimonial alliance, she one 
day, without the knowledge of her friends, proceeded to tho 
bank to satisfy her suspicions, when an unthinking fellow clerk 
informed her of his crime and ignominious death. The horrible 
intelligence was too much for her affectionate mind: she ut¬ 
tered not a word, shed not a tear; but stood pale and motion¬ 
less as marble. This shock entirely overturned her mind; and 
the amiable Sarah, just bursting forth in all her priim*, of 
womanhood and beauty, having been ripened by hardly twenty 
summers, became an utter wreck. 

In a dress of sable, with painted face, and head ein eloped 
M'ith a sort of coronet fancifully d(;cked out with streamei s of 
black crape, and reticule hung on her arm, she daily atteinh'd 
at tho Bank, where she continued loitering about for hours, 
Availing for her brother, under tho btdief that he was still (mi- 
ployed in the establishnu'iit. Being in decayed circumstances, 
the governors of the Bank frequently presented her Avith sums' 
of money in compliment to her misfortunes: and the clerks 
Avere equally mindful of her situation. >Shc imbibed a peculiar 
impression, emanating, no doubt, from early dr(;ams of pride, 
that the directors jof the Bank kept her out of immense sums of 
money, A\diich upon some occasions Avorked her up to insult her 
benefactors by making violent demands uj)on thcpi for it, 
during the hours of business, and obliged them, hoAVcver pain¬ 
ful it .might bo to their oAvn feelings, to interdict her admission 
b!7 /5„'ty part of the building: this, however, Avas obsen^ed but 
for a time. Upon one occasion she attacked Baron liothschild 
upon the Stock Exchange, in the midst of his business, and 







39 


T'kE BANK NUN. 

aftoi* calling him a villain ami a robber, telling him ho had 
defrauded her of her fortune, demanded ‘the ^2000 he owed 
her; upon which, after casting his eye upon her for a moment, 
lie took half-a-crowii from his waistcoat-pocket, and giving it to 
HT, said: “ There, then, take that, and don’t bother me now; 
I’ll give you the other half to-morrow;” upon which she 
thanked him and went away. 

She might be found every day in the puiUoux of the Bank, 
or at one of the chop-houses in Threadnee^o Street, wlno'c him 
geiKiiully drop 2 )ed in to dine, and would not refuse a glass of 
brandy when offered to her. This she alw.-vs acknowledged in 
a most lady-like manner, drank off, and cloparted. 

After more tha twenty-five years of tliis strange life, her 
r<P2)earanc<*, between the ago of fifty and sixty, became very 
nmcb altered. She broke very fast, and at length, som<' time 
'uefort* her death, discontinued altogether her visits to the Bank, 


Daniel Dancer, 

T/ie Remarkable Miser. 

I'\.\NIEL DANCER was horn in 1710, in the liamlcl of 
Weald, in tho neighbourhood of Harrow, lie was 
descended from a resj>ectal)l(*. yeoman’s family in tho comity 
of jfertfoid, r.nd his grandfather apjiears to have been 
Settled at Bushy, near Watford, where he followed the jirofit- 
al)]e occupations of mealman and maltster. His father, avIjo 
resided at Stone-causeway, on Harrow Weald Common, jk s- 
sessed considerable jiropei'ty in land, which he farmed himself: 
be had four children, three sons and a daughter; and on his 
death, in 1730, his eldest son Daniel succeeded to the estate. 

It lias somewhere be.en asserted, that there never yet were 
three successive generations df misers; the Dancers, however, 
li.rui a sjiecial exception to this rule, for it is an undoubjted fact, 
that tho grandfatlu']’, tho fiitlitM', and all tho children, Avere 
strictly entitled to this aiipcllatioii! Their characters, hoAV- 
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ever, ^v'ere of a peculiar cast; for it was tlie arahition and the 
occupation of their lives, not to accumulate for the sake of their 
offspring, or relatives, or posterity, or themselves, but from the 
same principle that the magpie is said to steal gold—merely 
for the pleasure of hkUriff it! 

Conceniiiig the grandfather but few traditional anecdotes 
have been handed dWn. But Daniel Wiis satisfied that his 
father had concealed^money to the amount of more than fifteen 
hundred pounds in the promises occupied -by him, and this 
occasioned no little uneasiness; but it. did not proceed from 
tliti fear of its not being discovered, but from the dread lest his 
brothers might fiinl it, and not deliver it to him. This 
dered him cautious of mentioning his suspicions; and it was 
full tu'o years bcf )rc any paat of it was found. At length, oii 
removing an old gate, about two hundr('d pounds in gold and 
l)ank notes, which had been concealed Itetwcim two pewU-r 
dislo'S under ono of tin* posts, wer(; foiiiiiialoly disinterred. 
Till! rest was never Li'ard of. 

It was in the paternal mansion at Astmiss, at Causeway- 
gate, on Harrow Wi'ald Common, that Daniel was'doonied 1»y 
the fates to sjiend tlie whole of his life, vdiich seems to have 
been one uninterrupted dreary blank. His wretched habita¬ 
tion was suiToiinded liy about eighty acres of his own rich 
meadow land, with some oJ‘ tlie liiu'st ttak timbei' in the kingdom 
upon it; and he possessed an arljoining farm, called W'al- 
dos; the whole of the annual value of about two luiudred 
ajid fifty pounds, if iiropcily cultiA'/ited. But cultivation 
was expensive, and so Daniel jiermitted grass only to grow 
there : indeed, in so neglected a state was tlie ]dace for many 
years, that the bouse was entirely .surrounded ]»y trees, the 
fields choked up with underwood, ami the hedges of such an 
amazing height as wholly to exclude the prospect of mankind, 
'•■and create a dreary gloom all around. 

Dancer’s hoim cxhiliited a complete picture of misery and 
desolation. Among other odd circumstances, a tree liad 
actually pushed its lop through tiie roof, and contributed not a 
little, by means of its brauche.s, to shelter the wretched inhaliit- 
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ants from tlm inclomency of the •weather^, The following lines, 
by Pope, are equally characteristm of this old man and his 
habitation:— 

What tho’ (the use of barbarous spits forgot) 

His Mtohen vied iu coolness with his grot; 

His court with nettles, moats with cresses stored; 

With soups unbought, and salads, blest Ms board ? 

If Cotta lived on pulse, it was do nibre 
Than Brahmins, saints, and sages, didthefor'e: 

To cram the rich was prodigal expense. 

And who would take me poor from Proridence ? 

Like some old Chaitreux stands Ihe good old hall. 

Silence wthout and fasts within the wall; 

No sculptured roofs with dance and tabor sound, 

■ No noontido bell invites the country round; 

Tenants, with %hs, the sMokeless towers survey, 

And turn tbfr unwilling steeds another way; 

Benighted wanderers the forest o’er 
Curse the saved cancBo and nnopening door; , 

^Vhile the gaunt mastiff^ growling at the gate,' 

Aft'rights the beggar, whom he longs to eat. 

Dancer had a sister^ who lived with him till her death, and 
whose disposition exactly corresponded with his own. The 
fare of this saving couple was invariably the same. On a 
SiHiday they boiled a sticking of beef, with fourteen hard 
dumplings, udiich always lasted during the whole week; an 
arrangement which no.consideratiju could induce them to alter, 
('xccpt through some cmcuihstanoe like the following. Dancer 
accustomed himself to wander over.the common in search of 
.any stray locks of wool, cast lun’se-shoes, ojd iron, or pieces of 
])aper, ami even to collect the dung of sheep iimler the liedges. 
In one of thesci perambulations, he found a sheep which had 
died from natural disease; this prize he instantly threrv oyer 
his slionldtu’ null cariicd liomc, when after being skinned and 
cut up, Miss Dancer made it into a number of pies, of -which 
they were extremely Irngal while they lasted. ^ 

Had not Miss Dancer lived in an enlightened age, she would 
most certainly hav(s run the risk of incurring tho -penalties 
inflicted on those unhappy wretches accused of witclrt?raft; so 
perfectly did her appearance agree -^vith tho ideas attached to a 
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witch. She seldom |timdi but of her miserable hut, esa^pt 
when alarmed by the ol Imutsmen and hounds: on such 
occasions she us^ to sally &‘rth, armed with a pitchfork, with 
which she endeavoured tp repel the progress of these intruders 
on her brother’s £^ounds; and her appearance was rather that 
of a moving mass of rags, than of a human being. 

During her last illness,, her brother was ftequ^ntly requested 
to procure medical assistance for her. His* r^F^y was, Why 
should I wdhte mjjr money, in wickedly endeavouring to coun¬ 
teract the will of l*rovidenc6 ? H the old giil^s time is come, 
the nostrums of all the quacks in Christendoni oannot save her: 
and she may as well die now as at any ftitutn* period.” Of 
huvj'ers and physidahs he*entertained a “Sery pnfavottrable 
opinion. Sooner than have any cohnectiem witiL a lawyer, ho 
said, he would deal with the devil i amd to use his own ex» 
prefesion, “ All the gentlmnen of the faculty are medical tinkers, 
who, in endeavoming to patch up cme blemish in the human 
frame, never fall to make tem." He thought bellows-makers, 
undertakers, and trunk-makers tery extravagant fellows, on 
account of their great waste of mils, which profiisiola he held to 
be unnecessary., 

The only food he offered his aistCr during her indisposition 
was her usual alltnvanco of cold dimpling and sticking of beef, 
accompanied with the affectionate declaration, that if she did 
not like it, she miglit go without. The kindness of Lady 
I’empest and Captain Holmes, who inherited the whole of Mr. 
Dancer’s fortune, made ample amends for her brother’s inhu¬ 
manity, and soothed her dying moments. In consideration of 
her tondemesa, Miss Dancer intended to have left Lady 
Tempest the propeiiy'she possessed, to the amount of ^^^2000. 
She, however, expired before she signed her will, which she 
had directed to be made, on which her two other brothers, who 
Avere equally celebrated for parsimony, put in their claim for a 
share of her fortune. To this proposal Daniel refused to 
accede, and a lawsuit ensued ; result was, that he recovered 
.£1040 of his sister^s property, as the price of her board for 
thirty years, at £30 per annum, and £100 for the two last 
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years, in which he declared she'had done nothing but eat and 
lie in bed. What romalned alter these dSductions was equally 
divided among the three brothers. 

Althou^ Daniel never evinced any affection foi* his sister, 
he determined to bury her in sncli a manner as should not 
disgrace iJte faihnly. He accordingly conta’acted with an under¬ 
taker, who agreed to tali;e .timber in return for a coffin, as Mr. 
Dancer had no idea of using thep’cc/m mdaU as a vehicle of 
exchange; he, ho-p^ever, could not he prevailed npon to pur- 
ichase proper mourning for himself: yet, in cbnsei^uenco of the 
entreaty of hi« neighbours, he unbound the haybands with 
which his legs 'were psually covered, and drcrvv on a second¬ 
hand pair of black worsted stockings. Hjs coat was of a 
whitish-brown colour, his waistcoat had been‘black about the 
middle of the last ^cOntury j and the immediate covering to his 
head, which seenmd to have been taken from Mr. Jilwcs’s 
wiggery, and to have descended to Daniel as an hcidoom, gave 
a grotesque appeamnee to the 'person of a chief mouiner, but 
too well calculated to provoke mirtli. . This, indeed, was in¬ 
creased by the sli|iping of his horse’s girth at the place of 
bui'ial; in consequence of which the rider, to the great diver- 
, sion of some of the Harrow ,hoys who attended, was precii)i- 
tatod into the grave! ‘ ‘ ^ * 

After the death of his sister, and near the close of his own 
life, finding himself lonesome, he hired a man for liis com¬ 
panion, who was a proper counterpart of Inmself, Tliib ser¬ 
vant, Griffitlis, had, by severe parsimony^ <»n±rivod to accumu¬ 
late £500 out of wages which had never exceeded £10 par 
auiiuni. At tlie time he liii'ed with Mr. Dancer, he Wa.«i about 
sixty years of age, and his wages were (iightmh^mc& per week. 
He assisted his master in picking up bones, &c. 5 accordingly, 
when they went out, they took different roads for the same 
pUTjmse; but Griffiths having a taste for stlrong beer, would 
tipple a little, which was the cause of much altercation at 
night, when he returned honic to hiB master. 

From a principle of rigid economy, Mr. Dancer rarely 
washed his hands and face ,* and when he did, it was always 
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witliout tlie assistai^o of eitlicr soaj) or towel. Dispensing 
with those articles of expensive luxury, ho used, wlien tlic sun 
shone, to repair to a neighbouring pool, and after washing hun- 
self witli sand, he would lie on his back in the sun to dry 
himself. His tattered gannents, which were scarcely sufficient 
if) cover his nakedness, were kept together by a strong hay- 
band, which he fastened round his body. His stockings were 
so patched, that not a vestige of the origuial could be perceived, 
and in cold and dirty weather ho wound about his legs ropes 
of hay, so that his whole figure presented the most striking 
])ioture of misery that can possibly bo conceived. 

At on(‘ ])eriod of his life, he used annually to purchase two 
shirts, but for several*years preceding,his death, he allowed 
himself only one. This he bought at some old clothes shop, 
and seldom exceeded half-a-crown in price. After coming into 
his p{».«session, it never underwent the operations of washing or 
mending, nor did he ever change it till it drppped from liis 
Itack in rags. In making one of these purchases, he was in- 
\»>lv(*d in an affair which gave him no small trouble and un- 
rasiiiess. Being desired by the mistress of a shop, to whicli be 
went to purchase an old shirt, to mention his, price, he told her 
“ as much under three shillings as possible.” A shirt was ac¬ 
cordingly produced, for which, after bargaining a long time. 
Dancer, as he declared, agreed to give two shilling.s and nine- 
pence. He gave the woman three sliillings, and waited fur tlie 
chang<'. but to his mortification and i.urprise, she refused to 
give any, positively as.sertmg that lie iiad agreed to take tire 
shirt at the, price .slie had received.' llemonstrauces woi'(‘ vain, 
and to sufler such a «liiuinution of his'pr()perty without eml<*a- 
\ ouring to obtaui redress, .he regarded as criminal. IL* there- 
ibre summoned the woman to a court of cou.sci(‘nce, and to 
•support his claim made two jouruey.s to town ; but alter a l\dl 
hearing, the poor man was not only nonsuited, but ol)lig(Ml to 
])ay the costs of the court., to the enormous amount of five 
shillings. To add to his vexation, hi,s two journeys had })iit 
him to tlie additional expense of threepence more for it can 
scarcely be supposed that a man of his age and wealth could 



THE UEMAliKABLE HJ^EE. 


45 


travel on foot fifteen miles, and back again on tlie ,^amc day, 
without the extraordinary indulgence of a pennyworth of bread 
and cheese,, and a halfpenny worth of small bec-r. At this 
time hfr. Dancer was in the possession of property to tlic 
amount of £3000 a year! 

AVhen his sister died, he had a pair of sheets on his bed, 
which he would never suff(*r to be removed : but lay in them 
till they were woin out. He would not allow his house to ho 
cleaned, and the room in which he lived was nearly filled Avith 
sticks he had collected from his neighbours’ hedges. He was 
for many years his ovu cobblei*, and the last pair of shoes he, 
Avore had become so largo and ponderous, from the frequent 
srtles and coverings they had received, that they ratliei' resem¬ 
bled hog-troughs than shoes. 

Ho gathered in’ his rarnblcs all the bone.s he met Avith : 
these he first jackod himself, and then bi'okc in pieces for his 
dog Bob. liis conduct to this favourite, Avhoiu he ahvays 
culled “ Bob my -child,” affords a striking in.stance of human 
inconsistency 5 for while he himself Avould saauH the pot liquor 
of Lady Tempest’s kitchen, to save the expcn.se of a penny. 
Bob AAms allowed a pint of milk daily. His affection for tliis 
doim'.-^tic' wa.s, ncA’crthele-ss, ovcrpowi'red by a eonslderatiou 
Avhich, with him, carried irresistible Avcight. Compluijits Ave.ri* 
made to liim that Bob had Avon’ici^ s<.>iuc slice]); on this he 
took tlu^ dog to a blacksmith’s shop, AA here he oi-dercd all his 
teeth to be broken off' short, to prevent a repetition of tlie, mi.- 
eliief, for which ho might probably have been compelh^l to 
make comjicnsntion. 

Snuff' Avas a luxury in which it is natural to PU])]io.se llmt 
he never indulged; yet he alAA'ays begged a pinch from those 
Avho did. In this manner he used in about a month to lijl a 
.snuff-l)ox, AA'Iiieh In* ahvays carried in hi.s pocket. He then ex¬ 
changed its content.s at a chandler’s .shop for a farthing candle, 
which Avas made to last till he had again filled lii.s box, as lie 
never suffered any light in his liouse, exceiit Avlieiv he aaois 
going to bed.—A lior.se which he kept for sometime aavis never 



46 DAmEL BANGER, 

allowed more than two shoes, for his forc-fect; to shoe tho 
hind loot, being, in his oinnion, an nnnccessaiy expense. 

His -wealth -was thus productive of no other enjoyment than 
the sordid and unavailing one arising from the contemplation 
of riches -which he did not dare to enjoy j on the contrary, it 
scorned to carry a cui'se along with it, tmd to engender a variety 
of calamities to the vri’etched possessor. During the time he 
lived alone, after the death of his sister (for he never could 
prevail upon himself to be at the cximm of a wife), the tem^)- 
tation to rob, the old miser iwoved irresistible to those who 
lived by rapine ; indeed, there is some reason to supjjose that 
they contemplated the plunder of a man of his penurious dis¬ 
position with but little compunction or remorse: his a\'avice, 
if not on excuse for, at least seemed .an alleviation of tin; 
crime. He was, accordingly, robbed frequently, and, if rtqioit 
be true—^for this was a subject on which he did not choose to 
enlarge—to a very considerable amount. He, however, once 
confessed, with tears in his eyes, to his niece, who liad .seen 
wliole and half-pecks of halfpence on his staircase, that “ all 
—all was gone!” ' - ' 

On these occasions,, it was customary with the house-breakers 
to tcurify him into a discovery of his mor<? valuable property ; 
and they are said to have actually suspended him by the neck 
several times before they could extort a c(mfcs.sion where it 
-was deposited. 

At length, Ddniel bethought himself of a mode of prc-vTriting 
their visits, and punishing their temerity. After iastening his 
rotten door on tlic inside, in tho best manner possible, he de¬ 
termined never to enter the" house,,again through that a})crture. 
Accordingly he proaircd a short ladder, always ascended by its 
means, and, pulling it in after him, took refuge in his iniserablo 
.'ipartment, where ho literally resembled Ilobinson Crusoe shut 
up ill his little ganison. 

But. not deeming this sufficient, he actually dug a hole, or, 
what military men term a iron de hup, before tlie entrance, 
which he covered over with loose straw, in such a manner as 
to .secure the principal approach towards his castle, and entrap 
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any incautions .assailant, wbo might have ilie temerity to invade 
Ids darling ijrojjfcrty. After exliihitiug this specimen of his 
talents as an engineer, the modern Midas seems to have slept 
in safety amidst his gold. 

Soon after the robbery, the thieves were appveliendcd. and 
jis.Mr. Dancer’s presence at tlwdr tiial became necessary, L.ady 
Tempest begged his accept.ance of a clean shirt, that he might 
make a decent appearance; but he decliiuid the generous otler, 
.assuring her th«at lie had a now one on, which he liad bought 
only threci weeks before, wlieii it was ijuite dean. 

This .accident probably made some impression, and rendered 
him desirous of placing his money in a more secure situation 
than his own wretched hut. llepairiiig not long after to 
London, to invest ^2000 in the funds, a gentleman who nicd. 
him near the Exchange, mistaking him for a hcgg.ar, 2 '>nt a 
l)(‘imy into his lihnd. Thtuigh somewhat surprised at first, yet 
rcicoHeeting that every little helps, he put the money into his 
j'oeket, and continued his walk. 

Lady Temjiest, who was the only person that liad .any 'in- 
ilucuice on the inind of this unhcap])y man, eniidoyed every 
])ossible pesrsuasion .and dovicie to induce him to 2 >artak(‘- of 
those, ooiivoniences and comforts which .are so gratii'ying to 
otlier.'^, hut without (‘Ifc'ct. One day she, however, ])revailc‘d 
on Jiim to jmrehase a hat of a Jew for a shilling, that wliicl) 
In'! wore having Ix’cn in constant use for thirteen years. She 
callc'd upon him thc^ next day, and to her surprivso found that 
hc' .still continued to wear the old one. On inquiring the 
rc-ason, lu^, uftc'r jriuch solicitation, informed her that his old 
servant Griffiths had given liiin sixpence profit for liis bargain. 

The same lady, knowing that ho was fond of trout stenve-.d 
in claret, once sent him some as a in-esent. The stew had be¬ 
come; congealed during tin; nigbt, and though he durst not eat 
till it was waimed for fear of the toothache, to wliicli he Avas 
subject, yet he could not on any account afibrd the exjcensci of 
a fij-e.. The ingenious method by which he contrived to iclioA o 
bimsclf from this emharra-ssment, is certainly wortliy of ad- 
miiatiou. The; weather w.as Iro.sty, and at such times ho 
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always lay in bed to keep liimself wann, and lie conceived that 
a similar mode of proceeding would produce the same ofleet 
oil the lish. lie accordingly directed it to be put, with tlu( 
sauce, into a pewter i)latc, and covering it with another, placed 
them under his body, and sat upon them till the contents were 
sntriciently warmed! - 

Th(' latter pait of Daniers life. was meliomted by the hu- 
manit\- and good-nature of his worthy and,, respectable ■ neigh- 
hour. Lady Tempest presented him with a bed, and, at length 
;i( tiially prevailed upon him to throw away the sack in which 
he had slept for years. Ileing a sworn enemy to extravagance, 
he Avas careful to excess of the property of another. He could 
scarcely he prevailed upon, it is said, to touch a joint. He 
<lelighted in fragments and crusts; and, while indulging him¬ 
self in these ht-niHes, muttered execrations against the devour¬ 
ing gluttony, of modem times. He also eAunced, on this 
occasion, a considerable portion of that low cmining so common 
in illiterate iHTSons, fur he pretended to pay his addresses to 
the. cu(*k, in an honoKrnble AAdth a riew of keeping in favonr 
AA-itli her; and, when it was eA’idciit that she had discovered 
his intentions to proceed from what is termed cvphoard lov(\ he 
endeavoured to impose on her a second time, by promising to 
remember her in his will ! 

To his brother, who kept sheep on tin; sanni common, and 
who nA iillcd Danicil himself'in penury, and almost in Avealth, 
ho al\vay.s manifested the utmost aversion ; to his niece, how¬ 
ever, he once presented a guinea on the birth of a daughter ; 
but cA'cn here he made a hard bargain, for the gift Ava.s condi¬ 
tional—she AA'as either to .name the child Nancy, after Ins 
mother, or forfeit the trlioh mm. 

To the honour of JMr. Dancer, hoAvcA'cr, ho possc'ssed one 
virtue, and that, too,, not a very common one in this Avorld— 
gratitude. Accordingly, some time befoi'c his death, he made 
a Avill, and surrendered his copyljold estates to the di.spositioii 
he had made j the will and suiTcnder Avere both in fayour of 
his benefactress. Lady Tempest. 

The evening before his death, he dispatched a messenger in 
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whom he could confide, requevsting to see her ladyship; and, 
on Ixnng gratified in this particular, he expressed great satis- 
l;icti(n). Finding himself a little belter, his attachment to the 
oidy thing lie res])ccted more than that lady recurred, and 
that too with such violence, that, although his hand was 
scarcely able to perform its functions, he took hold of his will, 
whicli lie had int(nd,ed to have presented to her, and replaced 
it once more in his bosom. 

Next morning, however, j)erceiving his end to bo fast ap¬ 
proaching, he actually confided this,paper, according to his 
original detenuinatiou ; and having now r< signed, as it wei-e, 
all title to that adored wealth, which he considered as his 
“Iieart’s blood,” he soon gave up the ghost, and was buried in 
the clmrch-yard of his parish (Ilarroiv'), by his own parlieuhir 
desire. 

Thus lived, and thus died, at the age of scveut 3 '’-eighi, on 
Sejiteu'ihcr 4, 1794, Daniel Dancer, a true disciple of the. Elwes 
seln)o], the rigours of which he i>ractisc(l to a far greater degree 
than his master. In consocpionce ©f a very common mis¬ 
take of tho nwms for the md, he deprived himself not onl_y of 
what arc teniicd tin* pleasures, hut even the necessaries of life. 
At tinu'S, however, he would lament tliat he did not mahe a 
hdter use of his riehics, and was once heard to regret that ho 
had not, according to his original intention, set iq) a whibkc}', 
which, in his opinion, was the fhis vllra. of gentility. On 
anotlier occasion, njxjn receiving two-pence for a j)int of' hi'cr 
from a deputy commissary, who was about to pay him five 
hundred pounds for lui}' during the war, and laid mistaken iiim 
for one of 'Squire Danci'r’s servants, ho bridled up, and said 
that he intended soon to become a gentleman himself! 

Had it not bi'cn for the perpetual exerei.se of his mastcu- 
])assion, Daniel Dancer might have been a credit to his fimily, 
and an ornauu'Ut to society. He possessed the seeds of many 
admirable, qualities, and exhibited frequent m,arks of strung, 
nervous, good sense; nnjmlished, indeed, b}’’ cuiiinHiree with 
the world, hut at the same time imsophisticated by its-vices or 
its follies. 
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Botli lie and liis fatlicr, during a series of more tlian sixty 
vt'urs, luid allowed themselves two jubilee days in the year: 
these were th(;ir festivals, and they enjoyed them, for there 
was good cheer to be had without expense. Tlie periods alluded 
to 0 (ieurred in Ai)ril and October, at Sir John Rushoiit’s, coui t- 
baron for tlie manor of Harrow, As head tenants, they con- 
stantly attended, and it was obsen'ed by all the suitors, that 
if the Dancers starved at home, they ate most voraciously 
abroad. On these occasions Daniel distinguished himself by 
liis droll saying.s, and A\'heuever any attempt w'as made, to ridi¬ 
cule, burlesque, or pass a joke upon him (which "was invariably 
tlu* case), the wit and eccentricity of his replies soon put his 
antagonist to sihmee, 

!No man had more of the true Englishman about liim, at least 
so far as coiiceined the (hdence of his rights and piivilcges, 
than Mr. Dancer, He was a second Harajalen in this rcs])«;c,t, 
J'o]' dining the whole of his life he would never permit any iii- 
iringeiiuuits on Harrow Weald Common. AVlienovcr an en- 
ci'oaelimcnt took place, witl)out any respect to nmk or fortune, 
j )aniel instantly headed the villagers, and abated the nuisance. 
This made liim extrenudy pojmlar. 

Miserable and wreteliod as bis disposition was, be was not 
accused f»f ha\niig ever committed any act of injastie(‘; on tlie 
contraiy. lie was sometimes known to have a^isti'd those, whose 
.st yle' of living and a]ipearance were infinitely superior tc* his 
own. 

Ho had no farming business but during the time of mowing 
Ills meadows. That (»f his hay-harvest, then, seems to have 
been the only period of the year in wliich bis mind was oecu- 
])Ied Ity bu.sine.sa ; and thi.s, too, was the solo time in which 
.jollify a]i]K'ared to ho fiimiliar to his mansion, for he seemed 
then Ui Jiavc entirely divested himself of liis natural character. 
Xo geutleinan in tlie neighbourhood gave his mowers lictter 
beer, or in greater quantity, than Daniel did on this occasion. 
It was brought from a neighbouring brewhouse, for at this 
time only was the beverage of our Saxon forefathers to he 
found Avithin his walls. Kotwitli.staiuliiig the miserable a.spect 
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of the house and its inhahitants, both brother and sister (the 
form(?r especially, wlio Avas nearly nak<^d), yet on Daniel’s 
death, not only 2 )late., table-linen, and twenty-four 2 )air of good 
slKiets, but clothes oi’ every <lescri])tion, wert> found loelvcd iij) 
in chests. The feiuahi attire, of which there was a correct 
inv<‘nt.ory, in the brother’s own hand-writing, was valued at 
.'^cTcnii'i II poimds. He also, among otluT aiiiiarel, had some e.x- 
cellent Jeo/x; but ho prefeired 1o irisc his legs with the still 
waiiner covering of hay-bands. 

Although he j^ossessed two ancient but tol(‘rably good b('d- 
stead.s, with the proper furniture, originall} bc-longing, as well 
as the house, to the Edlins,-a family of some ]iro]jtuty, yet 
they wert' carefully sechnh'd from the light of heaven, and both 
h(' and his sister slejit on sacks stuffed with hay, and covered 
’kvith a horse rug. 

Dining tlu* last twenty years, Danier.s house is said to havt* 
been entered at least fourteen times by thieves, and the amount 
of his losses is e.aloidated at .£2,500. As the lower part was 
in such a ruinous state as to admit a jiersou with I'ase, it was 
j( commended to him to get it repaired; but he replied, '■'that 
this would be only throwing away more money, for then they 
ikuuld get in at the. windows.” 

In (uder to enqdoy the attention of tho marauders until he 
slumld ('scai*e. to his hiding-iihice. he was accustomed to stn-w 
the ground Hour M'ith farthings and six-jjenec.s wrajiped up in 
(taper. 

On his demise, tlu; house in which he died, and in uhich he 
was also l>orn, e.xhibitcd a spectacle of misery and of terror ; 
i'or it posstkssed so squalid an asiiect, that no other jkerson Avould 
have slept in it; and was actually so ruinous, that neither 
bricklayer nor carjionter would have venturi'd to reiiair it. 

Having been once riductantly bound over by a magistrate to 
2 >rosccute a horse-stealer at Aylesbury assizes, he set out Avifh 
a resi)C(dabh' neighbour, who undertook to accompany him. 
Himself and his horse, on this occasion, exhibited a gi'Otcsqiu' 
a})pi“aranc(', for the movements of the Latter Avere regulated by 
a halter instead of a bridle, while a sack fastened round him 
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served instead of a saddle : as fur shoes, tin's v'as a luxury that 
Daniel’s Kosinant(‘ had never hecui aeeustonied to. 

On their arrival at Aylesluiiy, having stopped at an inn of 
decent aj>iM'arance, .Dancer addiivsed his companion in the 
following manner:—“Pray, sij-, do yon go into th(‘ Jiouse, 
order what 3^011 please, and live like a gentleman, I will setth; 
ft)!’ it readily; hut as for iiyself, I must go on in m 3 ' old way.” 
He according!}' did so, for lie bought a pennyworth of hreiid 
for himself, slept under, his horse’s manger, and ]iaid fifteen 
shillings, being the amount of his companion’s bill, witli tlu' 
utmost cheerfulness. 

His house, which at his death devolved to Captain Holmes, 
was a most miserable building, not having been repaired for 
half a century : though pool- in exti'rnal ai>])i aranc(‘, it was, 
however, discovered to he vei^' rich within ; at difiei-ent times. 
Captain Holmes found large bowls filhd with guineas and half- 
guineas, and ])arcels of bank-notes stidfed under the eovei s of 
old chairs.. Large jugs of dollai's and shillings wm-e found in 
the stable. At the dead of night Mr. Dancer was known to go 
to this place, but for Avhat ])urpose no on(^ could tell. It aftt-r- 
wards a])peared that ho used to rob one jug, to add to a howl 
which was buried in the Idtclien. 

It took many weeks to explore the contents of his dw'eliing. 
One of his richest escritoirs was <^lie dunglnatp in tlui r;ow'-iionse, 
M-liich contained near .£2,500, and in an old jac)<et (.•areiull 3 ' 
tied, and strongl 3 ' nailed down to the manger, was the sum of 
£500 in gold and bank-notes. In the chimiit'y wxis about Hl’OO, 
and an old teapot contained bank-notes to tiui vahui of £G(>U • 
it w.as* gov-ered with a piee.(! of paijcr, Avhimsically inscribed, 
“Not to be .hastily hjoked over.” 

There was likewise found some hundred weight of w-aste. 
paper, the collection of half a century, and two or throe tons of 
old iron, consisting of nails, horse-shoes, <fec., which lie had 
picked np. On the ground floor several pieces of foreign gold 
and silver were dug up, and some coins, among which were a 
crown and a shilling of the English commonwealth. 

He left in landed property to the amount of £500 per annum 
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to liftdy Toin|UT-;l, and after lier doatk 1o Ikt only son. Sir 
1 Ion ry Tempest, of Stoke end, Hereford : in short, tlie whole 
jiropi'rty wdiicli lui l(‘ft to Lad}' Tennpest and her hrother 
Cajdain Holmes was a,1»ont .£3000 jiei- annum, l^ady T(an])est 
did nf»t Jong enjoy the accession of wealth wliic-h she acquired 
hy this miser’s death ; for she contracted an illiies.-; during her 
attendance upon Mr. Dancer in his last hours, that in a ftnv 
months temiinated her own life, in January, 1705. 

N(darithstanding his great jaumry, Mr. Dancer ])ossessed 
some i)raisewoi+liy qualities. He ohserva'd the most rigid 
integrity in oAuny transa<-tion, and was iie.ver averse to as,^i,st 
tho.-e of Avhom he entcrtaine<l a good opinimi, ainl whoso em- 
harj'assments required a tem 2 )orary aid ; but, at llie .same time, 
it must he C(»nfe.<sed. he did not lend his money without ex- 
]»ecting the usual intere.st. , His .servant, Giihitlis, always fared 
much better than his ma.ster, having boon indulge(l with what- 
('ver he chose to <'at and drink, be.si<les a good and comfortable 
bed to .sleei) on. The lath'r Mr. Dancer deemed an unnec('s- 
saiy Jn.xury, y(d his allowing his servant that which he d<'nied 
himself, renders his character .still more wonderful and un- 
accoiintabh;. 

Danec'r hdt tw'o brothers, Ihmry and Haminon, both i)os- 
se.-ssed of 2 iro 2 )erty, and both gemuine misers. 


Chevalier Desseasau, 

T/ic I'll in Dwarf. 

A MONff the. (‘cceiitrie char.ieters who, in the early 2 ).irt of 
the reign ol George HI. attraeted public notiee in e 
iJriti.sh m(‘tropulis was the Chev.alier Jde.^st'asau. He. was a 
native of I’rii.s.sia, of Freneli extraction, and early in lile liore a 
comini,ssioji in the Prussian .service. This he found him.self 
under tin* necessity of (piitting al)ru])tly, through a'di.sagn'e- 
ment betweim him and a lirother oflict'r, which Avas carried to 
such a height that a duel ensued, in which his antagonist was 
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<l:uigcTous]y wouiulecl. iriict^rtain of tlu) ev«'nt, an<l (Ironfling 
tlu^ consequences should the wound prove fatal, he insured Ins 
safet}’ by flight. 

The chevalier sought a refuge in England, ajid c<nitriicted so 
great a partiality for this country, that he resolved to pass in 
it the remainder of his days. The singularity of his dress ami 
charactei' soon drew the attention of the curious, lie was well 
acquainted with Foote, Muiqfliy, Cloldsmith, Johnson, and most 
of their contemporaries, eminent for genius and talent in the 
walks of literature and tiie drama : nor was there a bookseller 
of any note Avho did not know tin* Chevalier Desseiusau. His 
chief places of resort W('re Old Anderton’s coflee-liouse in Fleet 
Street, tlu'. Earn in St. I^lartin’s Lane, and various colfe(‘-Ju)uses 
ill the A'icinit}' of Coviuit-garden. His originality and good¬ 
nature caused his company to be much courted. 

Tic either had, (»r fancied that he possessed a talent for ])oetry. 
and used to recite his compositions among liis friends. On 
th('S(' occasions lu’s vanity often got the ]»etterof his good Sf'iise, 
and ]('d liim to mak(( himself the hero^t^ his story. As an 
instance of tliis he frequently repeated the following lines with 
an emphasis which indicated the most self-com^daccmt satisfac¬ 
tion ; 

11 n’y a an monde (pie doux licros, 

Le rui do Prussc, et Chevalier Ilesscasau. 

lie never submitt('d any of his ])(‘rtV)rmances to jmblic. viev\‘, 
but contincfl them to the circle of his friends. He Avoiild often 
rehearse them himself IxTore select company, and during the 
last years of his life, he derived his jirincipal means of sub- 
sist(?nce from the presents made him in return. 

At this period he was reduced by misfortunes, and perha]>s 
also by the infinnities of age, to a residence Avithin the rules of 
the Fleet prison ; but such Avas the contidence phwed in his 
honour, tliat he was suffered to go Avherever he pleased. He 
appeared in the sta'cts in the singular dre.ss and accoutreiiK'nls 
delineated in our illustration. His clotlujs Avere black, and their 
fashion had ail the stiff'fonnality of those of an ancient buck. 
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Ill Ills Land ho generally carried a giild-Loadcd cane, a roll of 
his jioetry, and a sword, or sometimes two. ’'Jlie reason for 
this singularity was, accoi'ding to Ids own expression, that he 
might afford an opportunity to his antagonist, whom he 
wounded in the diul, to revenge his cause, shmdd ho again 
chance to meet with him. This trait would indnee a helief 
that- his misfortimes had occasioned a partial derangement of 
the cheralicr’s intellect. 

Desseasau died at his lodgings in Fleet-market, aged u])ward.s 
of 70, in February 1775, and w'as, interred in St. IhidcV 
Churchyard. The Gentleman’s Magazine of that month eoii- 
tained the following notice conccraing him :—“ Dic'd the Che¬ 
valier Desseasau, commonly called the French Poet; he has 
left a great personage a curious sword, a gold medal, and a 
eurions iiicture.” AVhethei- these articles were ever disclosed of 
conformably to his bequest is not known. 

Matthew Lovat. 

Who Crucified Himself 

A 1 IE stall in tin’s chapter present our readers with some 
* ’ account of the crucifixion, which Mattlu'w Lovat c'x- 
ecutod iijion his own person, on the morning of the 10th July, 
lf^05. lie was forty-six years of .age? when he committed this 
act of pious suicide, llis lather’s Jiame was "Mark, and ho him¬ 
self was sunianvd Casnle, from tln^ jilacc of his hirth, -which 
was a hamlet belonging to tin* i)arish of Soldo, in the terfiioiy 
of Belluno. 

Before I'utering ujtou the details of this strange aci of 
insanity, we must mention some circumstances connected with 
the eailior part of his life, in order to give a clear vit'w of his 
condition and character, ])oth physical and moral. Bom of 
poor pai'(mt.s, em])loyf!d in the coansest and most laborious 
works of husbandry, and ti.xcd to a place which removed him 
from almost all society, it is easy to judge what was tin; nature 
of llis education and habit.s. . In these circumstance.s, it hap- 
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jiriK'iI that hij? imagination ‘wlvs so tomhly sniittoii •with, iho 
vh'W of tho easy and comfovtable lives of the rector and Ids 
curate, who were tlio only persons in the whole parish oxeni])t('d 
friuu the labours of the field, and who engrossed all tlu' power 
and consecpieucc, which the little world in which M,atth(‘.w 1i\’i'd 
had jiresentcd to his eyes, that he was carried, by the p-inc!j>li- 
of hmlation, as some philosophers would express it, to make an 
effort to prepare himself for the priesthood. With this de‘:gn 
he placed himself under the tuition of the curate, who taught 
him to read and to write a little; but the poverty of lii.s family 
rcuidering it quite impossible for him to follow his phan, he was 
obliged to renounce study for ever, and to betake himself to 
the trade of a shoemaker. 

Having become shoemaker by necessity, Ins never succeeded 
either as a neat or as a quick workman ; the, or<linary fate of 
those wdio are emjdoyed contivary to their inclinations. 'Ihe 
sedentary life, and the silence to which appr»M)tices .are con¬ 
demned in the .shops of their masters, formed in him the, habit 
of meditation, and rendered him gloomy and taciturn. As his 
ago increased, he became subject in the .sjiring to giddiness in 
hivS head, and eruptions of a leprous appe.arance showe<l fJu iu- 
selves on his face and hands. Dr. lluggieri entert.'iined i he 
suspicions that these evils were occasioned hy leprosy, and 
observed in fact, while Matthew w'as under his care, lliai ]jis 
hands and feet were s])otted with scales, avliich c.ame off I)y 
friction in white mealy particles. 

Until the month of July, 1802, Matthew Lovat did nothing 
extraordinary. His life was regular and uniform; his hal>its 
wer(t simple, and conformahle to his r.'ink in society ; notin'Jig, 
in .short, distinguished him but an extreme d<*gree. of dcvotioji. 
H(! spoke on no other subjects than the .affairs of tlie ehurch. 
Its festivals and fasts, wdth seimons, saints, &c., constituted tin; 
topics of his convers.ation. It was at this date, how'ever, that, 
li.aving shut hiui.S(;lf up in his chamber, and making use of one 
of the tools Ix'lougiiig to his trade, ho performed upon himself 
the most complete general ainput.atloji, and threw tho parts of 
which he had deprived his person from his Aviudow into tlie 
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It ]ia,s never precisely ascertaiiK.'d, W'liat were tlie 
1 'itiv(!s •\vliicli iiulueed liini to tliis unnatural act. Some iuiNe 
supposed that lie Avas impelled to it ])y the chagrin, with A\dnch 
he AAais seized, upon hiiding his love rejected by a girl of Avhoiii 
he had heconie cnamounsd; but is it not more reasonable to 
think, considering 'the known character of the man, that his 
timid conscience, taking tho alarm at some little stirrings of the 
ilesh against the s])irit, had earned him to tlm resolution of 
frcieing himsidf at onc(5 and for ever of so formidable an enemy ? 
HoAve.v(’r this maj'’ he, Lovat, in niodijtating tho execution of 
tills barbarous operation, had also thought of the menus of cure. 
He. liad mashed and pr(‘pared certiiin herbs, Avliich the inhabit¬ 
ants of his village deemed efficacious iu stemming tlie lloiv of 
blood from wounds, and provided himself with rugs of old 
liiK'ii to make the application of his balsam, and what is sur¬ 
prising, these feelde means were attended witli such sucw'.ss, 
that tlie cure was completed in a A'cry short tiuu', the patient 
neitlu'r <'\p(‘riencmg any involuntary loss of urine, or any 
ditliciilty iu voiding it. 

It was not possilde that a deed of this nature could remain 
coucenh‘d. The. whole village resounded with the fame of 
Matthew’s exploit, and everybody ex]»resi',ed astonislmumt at 
las speedy cur<! without the aid of a professional person. l>ut lie 
hims(‘]i‘ had not anticipated the species of celebrity which the 
knowledge of liis expi-it operation ivas to procure for him ; and 
not being able to witiistand tho hitter jokes which all the in¬ 
habitants of the village, and particularly the young people, 
]ie:'..]>ed u])on liiin, he kept himself shut up in his house, from 
which lie did not vieiture to stir for some time, not even to iro 
to mass. At length, on the. l‘3th of ISTivemlier in the same 
y<‘ar, lie eaiiu' to tin* rc'.solution of going to Viuiice, to (hveli 
."'itli a younger hrotlu'r, jiamod Angelo, who was I'lnployed by 
tlie. house of Palatini, gold rehners, in .Diri, in the Street called 
Le CordoL'i. He, having no accommodation for liiiii, conducted 
Matthew to the house of a widow, the rdict of .Andrew 
Osgualdu, who supplii-il him ivitli a bed. Slie also lived in 
Biri, in the street called Le A^ido, JS'o. 5775, He lodged ivith 
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this woman until the 2 Lst of Scptcmher in the following year, 
working assiduously at his trade, in the employment of a person 
near the hospital, and without exhibiting any signs of madness. 
But on the above-mentioned day having made an attempt to 
crucify himself, in the middle of the street called the Cross of 
Bin, upon a frame which he had constructed of the timber of 
his bed, the' widow Osgualdi dismissed him, lest he should 
peiform any similar act of insanity in her apartments. On this 
occasion ho was prevented from accomplishing '^his purpose by 
several people who canjo upon him just as he was driving the 
nail into his left foot. Being interrogated repeatedly as to the 
motive which had induced him to attempt self-cnicifixion, he 
maintained an obstinate silence; or once only said to his 
brother, that that day was the festival of St. Matthew, and 
that he could give no hirther explanation. Some days after 
this affair, he set out for his oivn country, where he remained 
a certain time : he afterwartls returned to Venice, and settled 
himself with Martin Murzani, a shoemaker, who liv(?d near the 
street of the Holy Apostles. In the month of IMay, 180.5, he 
changed his shop and entered into that of Lorenzo della Mora, 
in the street Senze Saint Marcilian; and to be nearer the place 
of his employment, he hired, in the beginning of the following- 
July, a room in the third floor of a house occupied by Yalentia 
Lnccheta, situated near the church of S. Alvise, in th(^ street 
Dellc Monache, No. 2888 3 and up to this date he w'as pert'ectly 
tranquil. 

But scarcely was he established in this new abode, when his 
old ideas of crucifixion laid hold of him again. He wrought a 
little every day in fonning the instrument of his torture, and 
provided himself with the necessary articles of nails, ropes, 
bands, the crown of thorns, &c. As he foresaw that it would 
be extremely difficult to fasten himself securely upon the cross, 
he made a net of small cords capable of supporting his weight, 
in case he should happen to disengage himself from it. This 
net he secured at the bottom by fastening it in a laiot at the 
lower extremity of the perpendicular beam, a little below the 
bracket designed to support his feet, and the other end was 
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slrotchccl to the cxtreinitic^s of tlic transverse spar, which 
formed the arms of the cross, so that it had the appearance in 
front of a purse turned upside down. From the middle of the 
np])cr extremity of the not, thus placed, procccd(jd one rope, 
and from the point at which the t^vo spars forming the cross 
iiitersect(id each other, a second rope proceeded, both of wliicli 
were firmly tied to a beam in the inside of the chamber, imme¬ 
diately above the window, of which the parapet was very Ioav, 
and the length of these ropes was just sufficient to allow the 
cross to rest horizontally upon the flooi^of the apartment. 

These cruel preparations being ended, Matthew proceeded to 
crown himself with thorns; of which two or three pierced the 
skin which covers the forehe^rd. Next, with a white handker¬ 
chief bound round his loins and thighs, he covered the place 
formerly occupied by tbo parts of which he had deprived him* 
self, leaving the rest of his body bare. Then, passiug his legs 
between the net and the cross, seating himself upon it, he took 
oim of the nails destined for his hands, of which the point was 
smooth and shar]i, and introducing it into the palm of the left, 
he drove it, by striking its head on the floor, until the half of 
it had appeared through the back of the hand. He now 
adjusted his feet to the bracket which had been prepared to 
receive them, the riglit over the left; and taking a nail five 
hrench inches and a lialf long, of A. hicli the point was also 
polislKid and sharp, and placing it on the upper foot with his 
left hand, he drove it with a mallet which he held in his 
light, until it not only penetrated both bis feet, but entering 
the hole prepared for it in the bracket, made its way so far 
through the tree of the cross as to fasten the I’ictim firmly to 
it. He planted the third nail in his light hand as he had 
managed with regard to, the left, and having bound himself l)y 
the middle to th(? perpendicular of the cross by a cord, which 
he had previously stretched under him, he set about inflicting 
the umml in the side with a cobbler’s knife, which he had jdaced 
by him for this operation. It did not occur to him, however, 
at the moment that the wound ought to be in the right side 
and not in the left, and in the caiity of the breast and not of 
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tlio. hypocondiT, ^vlu-rc lie iullieled it. lie .stiiick liiiuselt 
traiisversi'ly two mcliejj below tlic lel't li\ poeoiidre, towards the 
internal angle of tlic abdominal cavity, without, howeicr, in¬ 
juring the parts wliich this cavity contains. "Whether iear 
checked liis ligind, or whether he intended to plunge the in¬ 
strument to a groat depth by avoiding the- hard and resisting 
parts, it is not easy to detennine ; but there wcue oliservcd in 
the neighbourhood of the wound several scratclu^s acr<tss his 
bod}*, which scarcelj* divided the skin. It seems probal ile that 
he had scratched his side in this manner when probing for a 
place tliat would present no obstacles to his imil’e, which, 
accoi’ding- to ]\Iatthew Lovat, represented the qycar of the 
p'(S.'iio)}. 

Tlu'se bh)ody operations being concluded, it was now neces¬ 
sary, in order to complete the execution of the whole ]>lan v hich 
he had conceiA*ed, that Matthew should exhibit himseir upon 
the cross to the eyes of the public, and he realised this p.art of 
it in the following way. The cross was laid horizontally (»n 
th(j boor, its lower extremity resting upon llu^ jiarapet of the 
window, which, as has been already said, was very low ; so, 
raising himself up by pressing upon the ])oints of his tingio's 
(for the nails did not alloAv him to use his whole hand citlK'v 
oi)en or chtsed), lu* made si'veral sjn'ings forwiU'd, until tlie 
})ortion of the cross which was protruded over the juirapet, 
ovt'ihalancing what was within i-he chamher. the wholo frame, 
with ih(! poor fanatic upon it, darted out at the window, and 
r<‘iuained suspended outside of tlie house hy the i^tpes which 
were secured to the beam in the mside. In this jiredicameiit, 
Lovat stretebod bis liands to tlui <‘xtremitie.s of tlie IraUhNcrse 
beam which formed the arms of the cross, to iirscrt the. nail^ 
into the holes which had b(.‘en prejiared for them : but uhetlxT 
it Avas out of his power to fix both, or whether he was ol»ligc<l 
to use the right iu some concluding opmation, tlie fact is, that 
when he Avas seen by tlic iieoph^ Avho passed in the street, he 
was suspended under the window, witli only his left hand nailed 
to the'eross, while his right hung parallel to his body, ou the 
outside of the net. It was then eight o’clock in the morning. 
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As soon as lio was ixm-ccivc*], souk.' hnmauc! people ran iijislairs, 
(lisengage-d liiiii lrom tlie cross, and ]>iit him to hed. A sur*. 
gcon of the nciglibonrhood was called, who made tlieni plunge 
Ills feet into water, introduced tow by Avay of caldis into the 
wound of the hypocondre, which he assured tliem did not pene¬ 
trate into the cavity, and after having presciiljed some ctjrdial, 
instantly took his departure. 

It happened that Dr. Tvuggieri, to whom Ave oavc the aljove 
account, Avas callexl to the spot'by some business connected 
with his profession. Having heard what had taken place, he 
instantly repaired to the lodgings of Lovat, to witness Avith his 
own eyes a fact Avhich ap])eared to exceed all belief; and Avben 
be arrived there in conijiany Avith the surgeon rag.anoiii, he 
.ai'tually beheld him Avciunded in the mann(»r described. Ilis 
feet, from Avhieh there had issued but a small quantity of 
blood, Avere. still in the Avater; his eyes Avere shut: he had 
made no reply to tin*, questions Avhich AA’^ere addre.ssed to liiin ; 
his puls'e Avas convulsive ; respiration had become difiicult: liis 
situation, in short, demanded the most prompt relief and assist¬ 
ance that could he administered. Accordingly, Avith the per¬ 
mission of the Director of Tolice of the Eoyal Canal, who had 
Come to take c.ognkance of Avhat had hapi)ened. Dr. Euggieri 
caused the patient to be conveyed by’fvmtcr to the Imperial 
(^linical .School, established at the Hospital of .St. Luke jind 
.St. Jolni, and eiiUusted to his care. During the passage the 
only thing he said Avas to liis brother Angelo, aa-Iio accompanied 
him in tlie boat, and Avas lamenting his extravagance, Avhich 
Avas, “ Alas ! T am very nnfortnnate.” When they arriA od at 
the hosi)ital, Dr. Iluggieri proceeded to a fresh examination of 
liis Avounds, which confirmed his preA'ious impressions. It Avas 
pci'fectly ascertained that the nails had entered by the ])ahn of 
tlui hands, and gone out at the back, and that tlie mail Avhich 
Avounded the feet had entered first the right foot and then the 
left. 

He lay at the hospital for about a month, subjected to the 
mo.st careful medical treatment, under which his wounds began 
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graclually to heal. During the greater part of this time he 
. hardly ov(jr spoke. Always sombre and shut up in himself, hiS 
eyes were almost constantly closed. “I interix)gat(’,d him 
several times,” says Dr. Euggieri, “relative to the motive 
which had induced him to crucily himse'' and lie always made 
me this answer, ‘ Tits pridp of man mui> ue, mmVtficd, it must ex- 
pire m (lie cross' Thinking that he mig ’d be restrained by the 
iwesence of my pupils, 1 returned repeatedly to the subject 
when with him alone, and he always answered me in the same 
terms. Ife was, in fact, so deeply persuaded that the Supreme 
Will had imposed upon him the obligation of dying upon the 
cross that he wished to inform the Tribunal of Justice of the 
destiny which it behoved him to fulfil.” 

Scarcely was he able to support in his hand the w<‘ight of a 
book, v'hen he took the prayer-book, and read it all day long. 
On the first days of August, all his wounds were completely 
cured ; and as he felt no pain or difficulty in moving his hands 
or feet, he expressed a udsh to go out of the hospital, that he 
might not, as he said, eat the bread of idleness. This retpu-st 
b(ung denied to him, he passed a whole day without taking 
any food} and finding that his clothes were kept from him, he 
set out one afternoon in his shirt, but was soon brought bade 
by the servants. The Board of Police being informed of the 
cure of this unhappy man, very wisely gave orders that h<» 
sliould 1)0 convey<Hl to the Lunatic Asylum, established at St. 
^'ervolo. Thither he was brought on the 20th August, 1805, 

He was tranquil and obedient the first eight days ; but aft<)r 
this time he became taciturn, and refused every species of meat 
.‘)nd drink. Force and persuasion were employed in vain, and 
it was impossible to make him swallow even a drop of water 
during six successive days. In this interval i ''course was had 
to nutritive baths, for which he did not express any aversion. 
Towards the momuig of the seventh daj’’, being importuned by 
another madman, he consented to take a little nourishment. 
He continued to eat about fifteen days, and then resumed his 
ffist, which he prolonged during eleven. The nutritive wash- 
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ro again emplo^'od, luit tlioy could be used only once a 
11 the course of these ehiven daj’s he had no evacuation 
•ell|^;and Voided only once about two pounds of urine, 
istihding t^iie>' disorder of the whole animal economy, 
Aitution did "t a|i^ar ^slialcen, and his strength and 
I fv mailed the same. 

j repeated several times, and always 

^laiJ'Suii^ss, and r^■c‘re of longer or shorter duration, tin- 
btracted,' hbwover, not exceeding twelve days, 
niary, 180G, there appeared indium sjTOptoms of con- 
1 —a low pulse, diminution of strength, dry tongue, 
y were removed, however, by means of cordials, in 
of live days. Towards the middle of February his 
ce became swollen with a tumour, he V(*ry seldom 
me, and he had an occasional cough with purulent 
The remedies which his case required ^verc resorttal 
1 th appeared to be re-established, and during the 
se of the mouth he exhibited no symi)toms cf breast 
There waS observed in him a very singular trait 
He would remain immovable, ex 2 >osed to tlu^ 

■ the sun until the skin of his face l)egan to ]jc,cl 
s necessary to cmidoy force to drag him into tin* 

.1 Api’il he felt very unveil j the skin returned to 
tlie lower extremities; ho was attacketl with a 
di, whicli, however, disa 2 )peared on the Gtli. At 
n ioLis labouring in liis breast was obser ved, tlie 
low : at length, on the moi ning of the 8 th he 
short struggle. 





Baron D’Aguilar, 

Of Sfartiatwn Farm, 


T> AKON D’AGUILAR may justly be. classml arnonej tlie 
most singular characters of the age in which h(i lived. 
“The elements were so mixed up in him” as to form a truly ex¬ 
traordinary combination of vice and Adrtue: of misanthropy 
and benevolence ; of meanness and integrity; of avarice and 
liberality; of pride and humility; of cruelty and kindness. 
Courted during the early part of his life in the w'alks of elegance 
and hishion, he rendered himself despised toward.s the com-lusion 
of iii by his meanness and degeneracy. 

Ephraim Lopes Pereira d’Aguilar, descended of Jewidi 
parents, n^as bum about the year 1740, at Vienna, ftis fafhu* 
was a native of Portugal, but in 1722, qnittcjl the country on 
account of his religion, and came to England. 

In 1730 he went to Vienna, where he submitted to that 
imi)erial court proposals for farming the duties on tobacc* and 
smilf. In tills und(5rtaking he was so successful, that he after¬ 
wards became not only a confidant of the Empress Maria 
Theresa, but was appointed her cashier. About the year 175(J 
he ri'tumed to England ivith ,a family of twelve childicn, and 
in 1759 died, very rich, leaving his title to his eldest son, the 
subject of these pages. 

In 17'53 the baron was naturalizetl, and married thedaughter 
of Moser Melides da Costa, Esq., whose fortune was stated, by 
repoi-t, at one hundred and fifty thousand pounds, vhich was 
settled on her previous to marriage. By this ladytlie baron 
had two daughters, both ofwhqpi were living at hi death, and 
inheritiHl his large property. 

Having been left a widower in 1763, the baror, a few years 
ailerwards, married the widow of Benjamin Meides da Costa, 
E.':q., ■^'ho likewise brought him a considerable frtune. During 
Lis first, and for some time after his second rarriage, the baron 
lived in the highest style of fashion, in Brud Street Buildings, 
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being extensively engaged in mercantile pursuits, and keeping 
several carriages, and upwards of twenty servants. But on the 
commencement of the American war, having lost an estate of 
fifteen thousand acres on that continent, this and other losses, 
together with domestic disagreements, induced him to alter his 
plan of living. On the expiration of his lease he removed from 
Broad Street Buildings, renounced the character of a gentle¬ 
man, became rude, slovenly, careless of his person and conduct, 
totally withdrawing himself from his family connexions and the 
society of the gay w-orld. 

This alteration in the manners and temper of the baron, led 
to a separation from his wife, who fortunattdy possessed an in¬ 
dependent income. Though lie had quitted liis elegant man¬ 
sion, he had still abundant choice of a residence. He had a 
field and two houses at Bethnal Green, which he kept .shut up, 
being filled with rich furniture, laid by after his seclusion from 
the world and from his family. A large liouse at Twickenham, 
formerly his country retreat, w'as also kept shut up, and in the 
same predicament was another of his country scats at Syden¬ 
ham. In addition to these, he purchased a town liouse in 
Shaftesbury Place, Aldersgatc Street, where he generally slejd, 
.^aiid the lease of another in Camden Slrcol, Islington, together 
with some ground close to the New lliver, which lie converted 
into a farm yard. 

Having relinquished the pursuits of a gentleman, the harou 
took it into his head to adopt those of the fanner ; but his 
farming speculations he carried on in a manner peculiar to him¬ 
self. His fai’iii yard at Islington was a real curiosity of the 
kind. From the state in which the cattle were kept, it re¬ 
ceived tile characteristic appellation of the ‘‘ Starvation Faiin 
Yard.” These wi-ctclietl animal, exhibiting the a])pearancc of 


^"ero skin and bone, might be seen amidst heaps of dung and 
some just ready to expire, and some not yet reduced so 
ow prey^;;^g upon others. His hogs would often make free 
tn ins au ^iid poultry ; for though brought up a JCw, the 
laion had ahvaj. 1 ) and bacon for his oivn con¬ 

sumption. The miserable situration of tliesc animals, doomed 
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to this stote of living death, frequently excited the indignation 
of passengers, Avho would often assemble in crowds to hoot and 
pelt the baron, who generally appeared in a very mean and 
dirty dress, lie never replied or took any notice >of these un¬ 
pleasant salutations, but availed himself of the first opportunity 
to make good his retreat. It is unknown for what purpose ho 
kept the cattle, unless it were for amusement, as he derived 
from them little or no emolument. The only reason he ever 
assigned for stinting them to such a scanty allowance of food 
Was, that they might know their master; for it sljpuld be ob¬ 
served, that he was very fond of homage. 

After his removal to Islington, ^e would either feed the hogs, 
cows, and fowls himself, or stand by while they were fed, con- 
oehing that nothing could be properly done unless he wmo 
present. His cows he used sometimes to send from the Starva¬ 
tion Yard, to his field at ‘Bethnal Green, to grass, sending a 
servant that distance to milk them. Here his cattle in the 
winter time were absolutely perishing, and rather than sell an}’ 
he Avould suffer them to die, one after another, of want. In 
all cases of this kind, the man whom he. employed to look aftei- 
them was ordered to bury the carcase. Once, however, In? 
ventured to transgress this injunction, and sold the flesh of a 
starved calf to a derilcr in dog’s meat. This circumstance 
coming to the knowledge of the baron, he sent to the fellow 
and charged him u’ith selling his j)roperty. lie confessed that 
he had sold the calf for one shilling and tenpence, wdneh the 
baron deducted from his wages, and then discharg(?d him from 
his service. Notwithstanding this apparent meanness, he never 
would claim his large property in Ameiica, nor would ho sufli.r 
any other person to interfere in the business. Ho was m^t 
dostituti? of charity, for his contrihutions to the poor were 
maTiifold and secret. He -was also a liberal patron of pn’eic 
institutions, and though his cattle attested that ho dh not 
always feed the hungry, yet he was seldom l>ackwar; at cloth¬ 
ing the naked, frequently inviting homo ragged distressed 
females, for whom he provided table garments. He had 

been knoAvn to take into his b'’' fatherless children, whom 
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lie occasionally made his servants, increasing their wages with 
their yeai's. So far his conduct might have excited the emula¬ 
tion of the Christian, but what followed disgraced the character 
of man : too often treachery was concealed beneath the mask 
of benevolence, and the hapless orphan found a deceiver in her 
supposed benefactor. 

Aftcu’ a separation of twenty years, the baron called one day 
to see his wife. A ])artial reconciliation was effected; and 
after rcjieated visits, he took u]> his abode entirely at her house. 
No sooner ,had he established himself there., than he began, in 
the most arbitrary maniUirlAto enforce his authority ovct tins 
servants, and at length to treat the lady herself with a rigour 
she could not endure. She. found an oiiiiortnnity of (putting 
him and repairing to her relations at Hackney, and by their 
advice, instituted hgal })roceedings against Iut husband. The 
baron was present in the Court of Kind’s Ilench, and calmly 
listened to the whole of the trial, to the great astonislmnuit of 
the court, who not only decichal unanimously in favour of the 
lady, but declared that he must be hardened in the extreme to 
show his face upon the occasion. But he contrived to render 
himself still more conspicuous ; for at the conclusion, he boldly 
ad\'an(!ed to petition the court that the costs might he equally 
(liA'idod hetween him and his wife.. “ Tray, geiilhunen,” said 
ho, “ make her ])ay half the oxpeiLSOs, for I am a vcjy poor 
m.aii, and it would he cruelty to distress me.” 

The j^>oor baron survived his wifi^ six or seven years, and died 
in March, 1802, leaving ])roi)erty e.stiinaLed at upwards of 
i.'2()0,000. His illness, an inllaimuation of the bowels, lasted 
seviuiteen days. Notwithstanding the severity of the wcatluM', 
and his dangerous situation, he would allow no lire to be made 


his hous('. His youngest daughter seiit several times in his 
/•oments leijuestnig ])ermissi(m to sac him ; hut with dread- 

u to whicli lit? was much addicted, he declared 

she shouhj jpg pi.e.sencc. 

10 baron I jj^rge stock of goods Avas sold l)y aiictioft after 
ns (cati. His Je.-m (vivtV' fetched £128, his diamonds"Avere 
va ue at £30,000, and his plate amounted to seven CAvt. 
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Among his effects were found forty-two bags of cochinoal, au<l 
twelve of indigo, worth together, about £10,000. These ai-li- 
cles he had purchased many years before at a liigli price upon 
Bpeciilatioii, and liad hoarded, resolving never to part with 
them till he could have a desirable profit. 


Old Boots, 

Of Ripoh in Yorkshire. 

real name of this very conspicuous personage it is im- 
possible to ascertain: in his life-time he was known only 
by the significant appellation of Old Boots. He was, how¬ 
ever, bom about the year 1G92, and, for some hmgtli of lime, 
filled the important office of boot-cleaner at an inn at Eipon in 
Yorkshire. lie Avas a perfect “ Itisva nafnra: dame Nature 
fonning him in one of her freakish hmnours. He Avas blessed 
with such a plenitude of nose and chin, and so tenderly en¬ 
dearing AA’^crc they, that they used to (;ml)race each ahvr ; and 
by habit, he could hold a piece of money between llu;iu. 
Among the A’ariety of human counterniices, none perhaps ev(>r 
excited more public curiosity, than that of Old Boots. He 
invariably Avarnt into the rooms Aritli a boot-jack and a })air of 
slippers ; and the urbanity of his manners Avas ahvays pleasing 
to the company, who frequently gave him money, on condition 
that he would hold it betAveen his nose and chin ; Avhich re¬ 
quest he always complied Avith, and bore off the triatsure Aviili 
great satisfaction. He Avas one of those fortunate beings Avho 
could daily accomplish that Avhicli thousands of persfms ^ 
ineffectually striving all their lives to attain—he couh^ ' 
both ends meet!” He died in 1702, at the a'j:o of 
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'Wybrand Lolkes, 

The Dutch Dwarf. 

W YBRAND LOLKES was a native of Holland, and bom 
at Jelst in YTcst Friesland, in the year 17311, of parents 
in but indifferent circumstances, bk father b(iing a fisherman, 
who beside this most extraordina.ry little creature, had to sup¬ 
port a family of seven other cliildren, all of whom were of 
ordinary stature, as were both the faHier and mother. Wy- 
biand Lolkes at an early ago, exhibited proofs of a taste for 
mechanism; and wlien of sufHcient age, was, by the intt'rest of 
some friends, placed with an eminent watch and clock-maker 
at Amsterdam, to learn that business ; he continued to serve 
this master for four years after the expiration of his appentice- 
shi]>, and then removed to Rottm'dam, where he earned on the 
business of a watch-maker, on his own account, and where ho 
first became ae(piaint('d, and aftm-wards married the person who 
accompanii^d him to England. His trade of Avatch-maker, how- 
failing, lie canu' to the resolution of exhibiting his person 
publicly as a show ; and by attending the several Dutch fairs 
olitained a handsome comjieteney. Imjiellcd by curiosity, hope 
of gain, lie cami; to England, and was visited at Harwich (where 
he first landi'd) by crowds of peojilc ; encouraged by this early 
success, lui ])roceeded to London, and on apjdying to the late 
Mr. Philip Astley, obtained an engagement at a weekly salary 
of five guineas. He first appeared at the Amphitheatre, West¬ 
minster Bridge, on Easter Monday, 17‘J0, and continued to ex¬ 
hibit every evening during the whole season. lie always was 
accomiianied by his wife, who came on the stage with him hand 
in hand, but though he elevated his arm, she was com]>elled to 
stoop considerably to meet the proffered honour. At this time 
he was sixty years of age, measured only twenty-seven inches 
in height, and weighed exactly fifty-six pounds. 

Mynheer Lolkes was a fond husband; he well knew the 
value of his partner, and repaid her care of him with the most 
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fervent affectioi,!. lie had hy his wife thrt;e children, one of 
which a son, lived to the age of twentydhree, and was five feet 
seven inches in height. 

This little man, notwithstanding his clumsy and awlcAvard 
appearance, was remarkahly agile, and possessed uncommon 
strength, and could Avith the greatest ease sjtring from the 
ground into a chair of ordinary height. He was rather of a 
morose temper and extremely vain of himself, and Avhile dis¬ 
coursing in broken English ivas extrenuly dignified, as he ima¬ 
gined. He continmnl in England hut one season, and through 
the help of a good heiieht, returned to his native country, witli 
his pockets better furnished than Avheii he left it. 


Jacob Hall, 

The Re/'e-D<nirer. 

'^HERE was a symmetry and elegance, as well as strength 
and agilitj”, in the person of Jacob Hall, Avhich Avas 
much admired by the ladies, wdio regarded him as a diK^ com¬ 
position of Hercules and Adonis, 'j'he open-hearted Duchess 
of ClcA'eland Avas said to havchecui in love Acitli this ropc-danc<*r, 
and Goodman, the player, at tlie same time. Tin; former re- 
cciAnnl a salary from Her Gi-ace. 

Pepys has giATii a short account of Hall in his diary :— 

“ 21st Sept., 1GG8.—Thence to Jacob Hall’s dancing on.the 
ropes, where I saw such action as I never saAV Ix'fong and 
mightily Avorth seeing; and Iku'C took acquaintance Avith a 
felloAV that cariied me to a tavern, whither come the music of 
this booth, and by and by Jacob Hall himself, Avith Avhom I 
liad a mind to speak, to hear Avhetlicr he had (wer any mischief 
by falls in his time. He told me, ‘ Yes, many, hut never to 
the breaking of a limb he seems a mighty strong maii.”'^ 

* Diary of Samuel Tepys, vol. v,, p. 12, 
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Henry Constantine Jennings, 

The Rcinarhable Virtuoso. 

'T^HIS genileman was descended of one of the first families 
in England; by the female line coming direct from 
Ceorgo Duke of Clarence, brother to Edward IV. and Iticliard 
III. Kings of England. The Countess of Salisbury beheaded 
for treason in the reign of Henry VIII. was the daughter of 
the Duive of Clarence, and besides Cardinal Po](‘ liad several 
children ; from one of which Mr. Jennings traced his pedigree. 

He embarked in early life with a considerable fortune, u hidi 
Imk greatly impaired tlirough a vitiated taste for the fine aits ; 
in which he never was outdone by any comjietitor. In the way 
of curiosities nothing came amiss to him ; paintings, drawings, 
prints, fossils, minends, shells, bronzes, carvings in ivory and 
wood, cameos, intaglios, miniatures, &c. 'of every description, 
graced his antique old-fashioned cabinets. On one occasion he 
had tlie temerity to give one thousand guineas for a represi'ii- 
iation of Alcibiades’ dog, in marble, from which circumstance 
for many years after, he went by the name of “ Dog Jennings,” 
tliougli it appeared Mr. Jennings nas not altogether in the 
wrong, as the dog was afterwards disposed of, at a considerjihle 
profit on the first purchase: some years since, Mr. Jennings 
acquired an addition to his fortune, by the demise of a friend, 
who h'ft him a considerable income on condition of his adding 
the name of Nowell to his surname ; but though he adopted the 
addition, he never was called by any other than the name of 
Jennings. 

His mode of living kept pace with his other singularities: 
he was abstemious to a degree ; and with respect to cxer(:is(^, 
he was not only a great advocate for it, but practised it to an 
extent scarcely credible, for upwards of half a century. 

He possessed a long and ponderous wooden instrument, 
capped with lead at both ends ; bcfoi’e bed-time, ho exercised 
himself witHl^Lhis formidable weapon, until he acquired a com- 
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fortaUe warmtli, wliicli enabled him to to rest with a 

genial glow. In the morning, he got up between seven and 
eight o’clock; and, in his own express words, “ flourishing his 
broad sword exactly three hundred times; I then,” adds he, 
“ mount my chaise horse, eoniiiosed of h'ather, and inflated Avith 
wind like a })air of bellows, on Avdiich I take exactly one thou- 
.sand gallops !” lie tlum retired to enjoy, Avhat always appeared 
to every one, a most*miserable and uncomfortable breakfast. 

Had this gentleman p(t.ss(‘sscd .the revenue of a prince, it would 
have been ina<h'fpiatc to the eager desire he had to purchase 
the inultitinh' of curiosities that Avcre daily lu’ought him from 
all qu.arlor.s of the town ; but Avhat Avith one bai'gain, and Avliat 
Avitli anotlu-r, lie Avas fain at last to bargain for a room in the 
State-house of the King s Ilencli; AA’hcre he removed himself, 
AA'ith his ark of curiosities, about tin* ye;i!‘ IS 10, and yet so 
much Avas he possessed of the true iiiaiiiit. of vertn, that he 
Ai'oiild i-ather lie deprived of lib(uty at tin* age of eighty, than 
jiiirt Avith one of his ]irecious gems to jirocure his enlargement. 
At the time of his confinement, Mr. Jennings received full 
eight hundred pounds a-ycar from some plantation.s he owned 
in the AYest Indies, AAdiicli he never could be prevailed on to 
mortgage or otherwise encumber ; and at the time of his death, 
had a case before the 11 ouse of Lords, wherein he laid claim to 
a barony and considerable estate in right of descent and in¬ 
heritance from one of his famil3^ 

The fate of Mr. Jennings has been eminently singular, and 
the flux and reflux, the ever-varying ebbs and IIoavs of his for¬ 
tune appear so strange as to be almost paradoxical. At an 
early period of life Ave behold him mingling in the croAvd of 
wi althj' pilgrims, aa’Iio repaired to Italy about half a century 
ago, to pay their devotions at the slirine of taste and rriiu. 
After keeping company AAutli foi-eign prince.s and princesses 
he associates Avith the first nobility in his natiA*e country, and 
then by a fatal rcA’crse, spends some }(‘ars of his life, partly 
Avithin the walls of a provincial, and ])artly of a toAvn gaol. 
Itecovering as if by magic, from his embairassments, avc next 
behold liim emerging above the horizon of distrew, and throw* 
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ing away a second fortune at Newmarket, where he became the 
dupe of titled and untitled jockeys. 

Sudden and inevitable ruin now seems to overtake him, and 
ho is apparently lost for ever; but lo ! in the course of a very 
short period, he once more revisits the circles of fashion, and 
sits enthroned in a temple, surrounded by tlie most rare and 
brilliant productions of nature, with pictures, and statues, and 
gems, and shells, and books, and goddesses, perpetually before 
his (‘yes ! Again the scene changes: the wand of some envious 
iKJcromanccr seems to bo waved over hifj venerable head ; and 
the acquisitions of ages, the wreck of his estates, everything 
most precious in his eyes ; his very “ household gods,” are all 
seized by the uidioly hands of vile bailifs : and he himself, after 
languishing for two or three years in a prison, at length dies 
unheeded, unattended, and almost unknown, within the pur¬ 
lieus of the King’s Bench, in the year 1818. 

Jennings, even in death, determined to prove singular; 
abhorring the idea of his corpse being consignetl to the cold 
mrth, he resolved to have recourse to the ancient rit(‘. of virino- 
fioii. This was a circumstance so generally known, that his 
neighbours supposed he had an oven within his house, lor the 
express purpose of reducing his body to ashes. 


Henry Lemoine, 

%dn Eccentric Bookseller. 

T_J ENRY LEMOINE was bom in Spitalfields in the memor- 
able year of the unfortunate overthrow of Lisbon, being 
christened on tlie fast-day kept in England on that occasion. 
He was educated at a free-school belonging to the French 
Calvinists, whence at fourteen years of age he was apprenticed 
to a stationer and rag-incrchant in Lamb Street, Si)italfields. 
His master was of an humble, suppliant disposition, arid his 
humility was only equalleci by his hy 2 )ocrisy, by which means 
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companions, which he always selected from situations bettor 
than his own. Saturday nights were particularly devoted to 
these irregularities, which ho jocosely called “ borrowing an 
hour with the Lordand some of these frolics sometimes as¬ 
sumed a very serious aspect. The police of Bishopsgate parish 
was very weak and ineffectual about 1784, and it so happened 
one night in August that year, that some of these nocturnal 
disturbers being captured and conveyed to the watch-house, 
they contrived so to intoxicate this posse of vigilant guardians, 
that none were left awake, and only two or three were to be 
found next morning asleep in the watch-house, which, about 
seven o’clock, was discovered to be on fire. 

His first setting-out in business was marked with a great 
degree of industry, enough to cancel the folly of indolence and 
indulgence which might have preceded it. He hired himself 
to a wddow in Kingsland Road who kept two bakei-s’ shops, 
and worked there as half-man five years and a half; that is, he 
took a share of the night-work, and the Sundays, for his board 
and lodging. 

In 1792 he commenced the “ Conjuror’s Magazine,” a monthly 
publication of which he was projector and editor. This con¬ 
tained a translation of Lavater’s famous work on Physiogiunny 
from the French edition, published by the author himself at 
Paris. Of the first numbers of this collection, 10,000 were 
sold each month. During this time he brought out a collection 
of Apparitional histories, prefaced by an ingenious argument, 
endeavouring to convince the world of the reality of “ the visits 
from the world of spirits,” the title of the book ; but beyond 
that he did little more than write over again Baxter, Moretoii, 
Glanville, Webster, Dr. Henry More, and repeat his own stories 
and others from the “ Arminian Magazine,” one of the most 
emphatical of which is entitled “ Death in the Pot.” During 
these avocations, which were all studied in the street, and 
mostly written unloose papers at the public house, he projected 
and carried on a considerable medical work on the virtues of 
Englfsh plants, for the cure of diseases, in the manner of the 
old and celebrated Culpeper, whose astrological remarks he has 
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carefully preserved with those of Blagravc, a supplementary au¬ 
thor to the original work. The whole was illustrated with 
necessary tables, and about 200 good engravings of the idants. 
The additional a,rticles, not to bo found in the original work, 
were supidied from Hill’s folio Herbal, Short, and Miller on 
plants. He was also the editor of the ^ Wonderful Magazine.” 
Ho complained sometimes, and not without reason, of ill-usage 
from his employers. One Locke, a printer of Fetter Lane, who 
went there by the name of Bentley, and afterwards removed to 
Red Lion Street, Holborn, foiled iil29 in his debt, for writing 
only, and the Attorney for the bankruptcy objected to his 
proving the debt at Guildhall, notwithstanding the commis¬ 
sioners were in his favopr, ho therefore lost the whole. 

Tliough condemned, by the harshness of his fate, to a daily 
dependence on his industiy about the streets and at sales, to 
pick up rare and uncommon books, he never so far complied 
with the wickedness of others as to assist in the publication or 
sale of improper books or jnints. 

About this time he published the “ Kentish Curate,” a nar¬ 
rative romance in four volumes, exhibitirg some of the most 
dc})raved charactc'rs in life, but as they arc properly hung out 
to view on the gibbet of reproach, their examples can do no 
harm, and, as Dr. Johnson wisely observes, “we sometimes 
succeed by indiscretion, when we fail by better examples,” 
while almost all the absurdity of conduct arises from our imita¬ 
tion of those whom wc should not resemble. 

He continued his business in Bishopsgate Churchyard, with¬ 
out interruption, till the year 1788, when he was constrained 
to ]jurcha8e his freedom, and kept it seven years longer, in all 
fourteen years. He left it in 1795, when he commenced pedes¬ 
trian bookseller, after which he was constantly seen in the 
habit he is depicted in the accomp.anying pfote. In his general 
aprcarance he very much resembled a Jew, to wliich his bag 
gave a great '^al of. similitude. 

To be a foreign ” was always with the vulgar a reason of 
reproach ii England, and to resemble an Israelite with an old- 
clothes-bag is sure to excite some illiberal reflections from the 
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ignorant in our streets. To such, when they mistook him for 
a Rosemary Lane dealer, he had some pleasant reply, con¬ 
stantly reminding them that Jesus Christ was a Jew also, that 
he lived and died as such, and for that reason the persons of 
that dispersed nation ought to he respected and not reviled. 
On such occasions he was at times treated with respect by 
some, for recalling this serious truth to their mind. 

In 1797, he published a small histpry of the “Art of Print¬ 
ing," in wliich he displayed considerable knowledge’ and in-'- 
tegrity on the subject.. His industry was next directed to the 
finishing of a “ Bibliographical Dictionary,” wliich jvas after, 
•wards published by the learned Dr. Adam Clarke. t 

From some family misunderstanding he was long sejiarated 
from his wife; this-circumstance embittered the remainder of 
his days, and he often deplored the loss of his partner’s aftec- 
tions. From this period his spirits became comparatively 
broken; and he who had been .the gayest of the gay was re¬ 
duced to distress, and procured a scanty subsistence by collect¬ 
ing books for the trade, and compihng pamphlets for the 2 )ub- 
lisliers. Industry was always a leading feature in his charac¬ 
ter; and from morning till night did ho perambulate the 
streets of London with a bag 'under liis arm, satisfied if he 
gained enough to pro-vdde for the day wliich ilew over his head. 

He was one of the very best judges in England of old books, 
a professor of the French and German' languages, an able com¬ 
mentator on the Jewish writings, an amiable and unalTectcd 
man, an enlightened companion. lie ended his chequered 
life in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, April SOtli, 1812, aged lilty- . 
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Matthew Buehinger, 

The Little Mail of Nurcmburg. 

all tlie iinporfect beings brought into the ■vrorkl, few 

can challenge, for mental and acquired endownieuts, 

anything lilce a comparison to vie with this truly extraordinary 

little man. Matthew Euchingcr was a native of Nurernburg, in 

Germany, where he was born June 2, ]()74, without bands, 

feet, legs, or thighs; in short, he Avas little more than the 

trunk of a man, saving two excrescences growing from the 

sboulder-blades, more resembling fms of a fish than arms of a 

man. He Avas the last of nine children, by one father and mo- 

tlu'r, A'iz. eight sons and one daughter. Aftt'r arriving at the 

age of maturity, fi’om the singularity f)f his case, and the (>xtra- 

ordiniiry abilities he possessed, he attracted the notice and ;it- 

tention of all per.soij.s, of AvdiatcA'cr rank m life, to Avhom ho 

Avas occasional]V introduced. 

%/ 

It does not appear, by any account extant, that his parents 
exhibited him at any time for the puri)o.se of emolument, but 
that tin; Avhoh; of his tinn; must have been employed in study 
and jiractice, to attain thr. womb'rful perfection he arrived at in 
drawing, and his performance on various musical instruments; 
he played the flute, tin; bagpipe, dulcimer, and trunii)et, not in 
the mannor of general amateurs, but in the stylo of a finished 
master. He likoAvdse possessed great mechanical poAvers, and 
conceived the dc^sign of constructing machines to jday on all 
sorts of musical instruments. 

If IS'atui’o played the niggard in one resiicct Avith him, she 
amply repaid tin; defici<'iicy by (mdownients that thosi; blessed 
Avith i)erl‘ect limbs could seldom achieve. He greatly distin¬ 
guished himself by beautiful Avriting, driiAA'ing coats of arm^', 
sketches of portraits, history, landscapes, &c., most of which 
Avere executed in Indian ink, Avitli a pen, emulating in perfln;- 
tion the finc.st and most finished engraving. Ho Avas. well 
skilled in most gaine.s of chance, nuj- could the most experi- 
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enced gamester or juggler obtain the least advantage at any 
tricks, or game, with cards or dice. 

He used to perform before company, to whom he was exhi¬ 
bited, various tricks with cups and balls, com, and living birds; 
and could jday at skittles and nine-piiis with great dexterity; 
shave himself with perfect ease, and do many other things 
equally surprising in a person so deficient, and mutilated by 
[Mature. His writings and sketches of figures, landscapes, &c., 
•were by no means uncommon, though curious; it being cus¬ 
tomary, with most persons who went to see him, to purchase 
something or other of his performance; and as he vras always 
employed in writing or drawing, he carried on a very success¬ 
ful trade, which, together with the money he obtained by ex¬ 
hibiting himself, enabled, him to support hiipself and family in 
a very genteel manner. Mr. Herbert, of Cheshunt, editor of 
“Ames’s History of Printing,” had many curious specimens of 
Buchinger’s writing and drawing, the most extraordinary of 
which was his own portrait, exquisitely done on vellum, in 
which he most ingeniously contrived to insert, in the flowing 
curls of the vug, the 27th, 121st, 128th, 140th, 149th, ami 
1 r)0th Psalms, together with the Lord’s Prayer, most beauti¬ 
fully and fairly •written. Mr. Isaac Herbert, son of the former, 
while carr 3 dng on the business of a bookseller in Pall Mall, 
caused this portrait to be engraved, for ■which ho paid Mr. 
Harding fifty guineas. 

Buchinger ■was married four times, and had eleven children, 
viz., one by his first wife, three by his second, six by his third, 
and one by his last. One of his wives was in the habit of 
treating him extremely ill, frequently beating and otherwise 
insulting him, ■which for a long time ho ^ cry patiently put up 
with; but once his anger ■was so much roused, that he s])rang 
upon her like a fury, got her down, and bufteted her with his 
stumps ^vithin an inch of her life; nor would he suffer her to 
rise until she promised amendment in future, which it seems 
she prudently adopted, through fear of another thrashing. 

Mr. Buchinger was but twenty-nine inches in height. He 
died in 1722. 
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Henry Jenkins, 

The Modern Methusalch. 

■pEW countries can produce such numerous instances of ex- 
traordinary longevity as the British islands, which afford 
incontestable proof of the healthiness of their climate. Among 
those examples, the most remarkable is, perhaps, that of H(‘nry 
Jenkins, who attained the patriarchal age of 169 years. The 
only account now extant of this venerable man, is that gi\'oii 
by Mrs. Anne Savjille, who resided at Bolton, in Yorkshire, 
whore Jenkins lived, and had frequent opportunities of seeing 
and conversing with him. 

“ ^VTicn I came,-” sa 3 's she, “ to live at Bolton, T was told 
several particulars of the great age of Henry Jenkins ; but I 
believed little of the story for many years, till one day ho 
coming to Ijcg an alms, I desired him to tell me tridy Iioav old 
he was. He paused a little, and then said, that to the best of 
his romcmbrance, he was about 162 or 163 ; and I asked, what 
kings lie remombered ? He said, Henry YlII. I asked what 
jmblic thing he could longest reincmbor? he said Eloddon 
Field. I asked whether the Idng was there ? he said, no, he 
was in France, and the Earl of Surrey was general. 1 asked him 
how old he might be then ; he said, 1 believe 1 might be be¬ 
tween ten and twelve ; for, says he, I was sent to Northallerton 
with a liorse-load of arrows, but they sent a bigger boy from 
thence to the army Avith them. All this agreed with the his¬ 
tory of that time; for bows and arroAvs Avere then used, the 
Earl he named Avas general, and King Henry VIH. Avas then at 
Touniay. And yet it is obseiwable that this Jenkins could 
neither read nor AAuite. There were also four or five in the 
same parish that Avcrc reputed all of them to bo 100 yt'ars old, 
or Avithin t^vo or three years of it, and they all said he Avas an 
elderly man ever since they knew him; for he av as,born in 
another parish, and before any registers Avere in churches, as it 
is said. He told me then too that he Avas butler to the Lord 

b 
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Conj^ers, and remembered the Abbot of Fountains Abbey very 
well, before the dissolution of the monasteries. Henry Jenkins 
departed this life^ December 8, 1670, at Ellerton-upon-Swalc 
in Yorkshire. The battle of Flodden Field was fought Sep¬ 
tember 9, 1513, and he was twelve years old when Flodden 
Field was fought., So that this Henry Jenkins lived 169 
years, viz. sixteen years longer than old Parr, and was, it is 
supposed, the oldest man bom npdn' the ruins of the post-dilu¬ 
vian world. 

“ In the last century of his life.he was a fisherman, and used 
to trade in the streams : liis diet was coarse and sour, and to¬ 
wards the latter end of his days he begged up and down. He 
has sworn in Chancery, and other courts, to above 140 years 
nnmiory, and was often at the assizes at York, whither he 
generally went on foot; and I have heard some of the country 
gentlemen affirm, that he frequently swam in the rivers after 
he was past the age of 100 years. In the king’s remem¬ 
brancer’s office in the Exchequer, is a record of a deposition in 
a cause by English bill, between Anthony Clark and Smirksoii, 
taken 1665, at Kettering in Yorkshire, ■where Henry Jenkins, 
of Ellerton-upon-Swale, labourer, aged 157 years, was produced 
and deposed as a witness.” 

About seventy years after his death a monument was erected 
at Bolton, by a subscription of the parishioners to perpetuate 
the njemory of this remarkable man. Upon it was engraved 
the following inscription :— 

“ Blush not, marble, to rescue from oblivion the memory of 
Hknry Jenkins, a person of ob-scure birth, but of a 
life truly memorable: for he was enriched with the 
goods of nature, if not of fortune, and happy in the 
duration, if not variety of his enjoyments: and though 
the partial world despised and disregarded his low and 
humble state, the equal eye of Providence beheld and 
blessed it with a patriarch’s health and length of days, 
to teach mistaken man these blessings are entailed on 
temperance, a life of labour, and a mind at ea^e. Ho 
lived to thi3 amazing age of 109: was interred here, 

• Decerabc ’ 16, 1670, and had this justice done to his 
iiiemorv, 1743.” 
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Bertholde, 

Prime Minister to Alboinus^ 

'^HOUGH nature hact bi^ to this wonderful 

(diaracter with respect to his, body,'die had recompensed 
him by the subtlety, the a^eat|ehes8,’and .the solidity of the 
mind she had united to ji^ adv^htag^, infinitely more 

precious than aH others/ raised hiin .froih;. being a simple and 
mean peasant, to be the fevotiLrite a ^eatprince, and happily 
extricated him out,of aQ the snares and dangers that had been 
laid for him. 

Bertholde had a large head, as round as a‘ foot-ball, adorned 
with red hair very strait, and which had a great resemblance 
to the bristles of a hogan extremely short forehead, furrowed 
with wrinkles \ two little blear eyes, edged round with a border 
of bright carnation, and over-shadowed by a pair of large eye¬ 
brows, which, upon occasiofi, might be made use of as brushes; 
a flat red nose, resembling an extinguisher; a wide mouth, from 
which proceeded two long crooked teeth, not unlike the tusks 
of a boar, and pointing to a pair of ears, like those which for¬ 
merly belonged to Midas; a lip of a monstrous thickness, which 
hung down on a chin, that seemed to sink under the load of a 
beard, tliick, strait, and bristly j a veiy short neck, which na¬ 
ture had adorned with a kind of necklace, formed of ten or 
twelve small wens. The rest of his body was perfectly in 
keeping with the grotesque appearance of his visage ; so that 
from head to foot, he was a kind of monster, who, by his de¬ 
formity, and the (hair with which he was covered, had a greater 
resemblance to a bear half licked into form, than to a human 
creature. 

He was born of poor parents, in a village called Bertagnona, 
at some miles distance from Verona. The small fortune of his 
father, and his having ten children, would not permit the good 
man to give them the least education. But as for Bertholde, 
he had a fund of wit, which sufficiently made him amends for 

6—2 
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the poveity of his parents, and tlie deformity of his person, 
which was more fit to affright children than to raise his for¬ 
tune ; and tbexeforej’.tl^j^ ,nurses and mothers of tjie village had 
nothing to do hut fp mention his name to mahe their chil¬ 
dren quiet when make than cry when they were 

quiet, i ., 

But the pleasure he,gave^ibp^e,other^pb^ants, was equal to 
the terror his figure innocents. ,#Bertholde 

diverted them bn.Sundays,^ festival, with the salHes 

of his wit: he instituted : ihem .hy e which 

ho uttered from time tP tiij^e;, sp-^i^t, next, to tlie priest and 
the lord of the man^, no, fieraon'.in, ^he ^village was' treated 
with greater respecli/ itis ppve^y, contrary^ to custom, was 
not considered as a vice V and, what is very strange, it did not 
render him the object of aversion and contempt. So far was 
this from being the case, the honest country i)eople, in order to 
keep him amongst them, would have contributed to his sup¬ 
port ; but he, not willing to he a burden to them, chose rather 
to leave the village, and to seek a Hying elsewhere. 

With tliis vieyr he went to Verona, where Alboin, the first 
king of the Lombards, after haying ^conquered the greatest part 
of Italy, kept his court. Chance couducted Bertlioldc to the 
jialaco of this prince, and wliile he was gating and wondering 
at the beauty of the building, his attention was drawn aside, 
to observe two women at a small'distance, who had neither 
nails nor fingers enough to scratch with, nor a volubility of 
toiigue sufficient to give vent to the torrent of abuse they 
seemed willing to cast out at each other. 

Bertliolde was so much diverted with this scene, that he had 
no inclination to put an end to it; but a stop was put to his 
satisfaction by one of the king’s officers, who came with his 
orders for parting the combatants; he commanded them to lay 
their complaints before his maj'esty, who had promised to do 
them justice. Upon this their fury ceased, each picked up her 
cap, ahd finding her clothes tom, and her person somewhat 
discomposed, they both begged leave to retire for a while, that 
^they might appear with greater decency before the king. 
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Uertliolde hearing this, conceived Some idea of the goodness 
of liis sovereign, and as he had never seen hjbaa, resolved to pay 
him a visit. Im this age, the gates^ of. palaces;.yere not yet 
blocked up vidth guards, eycqr pne to lay his 

grievimees before the,thtphe^ i , ,, 

Thcmgh a peas^^ 4 ,}thbu^ a clo^.,;’ ^ougJ|i, disgraced by na¬ 
ture, reason dict^<f,toformed by the 
same. hand, ,apd - eijuality j he therefore 

thought therp was no persem oh eax^ %it& whom he might not 
be allowed to cbnvorsB fi^miliarly. ■ 

In consequence of this principle,' he' ent^ed Jhe palace with¬ 
out any conductor, marched up-fitairs, traversed the apartments, 
and entered intp ^at in ,whieh the . king was surrounded by his 
courtiers, who were conversing with Mm ih'a respectful posture, 
and laughing at the two women who had just "been quarrelling 
before the window : but how great was their astqpishment to 
see Bertholde walk in with his "hat bn his head, and, without 
speaking a word, com© boldly up to, them, and seat himself by 
the side of the king, in a chair, which, they, put of respect, 
had left empty ! Surprised, at tMs rustici]by, and more still at 
his grotesque appearance, they stood immovable at the view 
of this second iEsop, whose mean .dress w^as very suitable to 
his deformity. From this rustic belmviour, the king easily , 
guessed, that he was one whom curiosity had brought to his - 
court. And as ho had learned from experience, that nature 
sometimes hides her treasure under the most unpr'omising form, 
he resolved to have a familiar conyersatiom with him, and for 
a few minutes, in complaisance to the clown, to foxget his own 
grandeur and dignity. “Who are you?” cried the prince to- 
Bertholde: “ How did you conus into the world ? What is 
your country ?”—“ I am a man,” replied the peasant: “ I came 
info the world in the manner Providence sent me, and the 
world itself is my countiy.” 

The king then asked him several questions, which had not 
the least connexion with each other—a trial of udt, which in 
those days was much u.sed at the courts of sovereign princes. 
And this is the substance of the di.scourse, as it is preserved in 
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the itijoienl) records of the country. “ Wh^hing is that which 
flies the swiftest?” cried the nwnarck—“Imonght,” answered 
Bertholde, “What th,® that is nev^rfilled?” —“The 
avarice of i^e Wluiti$ .^toost hateftil in young peo- 

ifle?”—“Self-o«3^o(9Sfc, midses .them incorrigible” 

“ Wliat is most ,11^ ^ ^“7** Love.” “ Who are 

most lavish of ^'ose intend to deceivo 

us, and those n^'ho ; ** What are the 

things most dszt^ex|iba ii^ik ^rich^ wife, and the 

tongue of a ’’^Vy'Waat il ^e’lCsnhand^liiOBt incurable 

disease ?”—“ The ** Whit w!ay will you 

take to bring wjifcf’Sfeto ik iTOf sit^V'tall it is frozen.” 

“ How will you %ithaat 1 will wait 

till I find her on ^ ‘ ^ 

*" The king; was astonished at .the readiness with which he an* 
swered these^ questions; and to let him see his satisfaction, 
promised to give hihi anyfhiqg oOhld'desire. “ I defy you,” 
replied Bertholde, bluntly, “ 0ow so,” replied his majesty; 
“ do you doubt iqy good wsfll”—“Ko j hut I aspire after what 
you do not •possess, iuad oopseqi^tly cannot give to me.” 
“And what is this iirecipus thing that I do not possess?”— 
“Happiness, Which was never in the power of kings, who enjoy 
less of it than' the rest of mankind.” “ How! am not I happy 
“on so elevated a tlironef —“ Y^s, you are, if the happiness of 
ja. man consists in the height of his seat.” “ Do yon see these 
lords and gentlemeu that are continually about mo, would they 
be always ready to obey roe, if they were not convinced of my 
power?”—“ And do you not see, in your turn, that there are as 
many crows, waiting to devour a carcase, and who, to prevent 
its seeing their designs, begin by picking out its eyea” “ Well 
said, but all this docs not hinder me from shining in the midst 
of them, as theeun amongst the stars.”-^“True, but tell roe, 
shining sun, how many e<mpses you are obliged to suffer in a 
year f’ “ Why do you ^qt this question ?”—“ Because the 

*^contmual flattery of these gentlemen will raise a cloud that 
must darken your understamding.” “ On this foot, then, you 
would not be a courtier f —“ Miserable as I am, I should be 
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sotry to be placed in the rank of slaves; bebides, I am noitlK'i' 
knave, traitor, nor liaf, and conseq'uently have not the net ossaiy 
qualities for suci^eeding in th^s eimploymeint." “ What au' 
you then to see^ fo? What Z have not been 

able to find there } for I had imaging a hhujg to be as niiicli 
above other men, as a'stenE^ls iCboild eonunon houses; but 1 
have soon found," T hUve U<^<m$d them more than they 
deserve.”^,' ^ , , ' * , 

' Of all i^ie virtaes, th^ and ^eerily liavc been 

in every lifiast reeoa^^ied edurfe. Tim Bertholde vx- 
periencedj for little regard he ex¬ 
pressed for his ^lersq^'told unwilling to b(' 

tumM out 'in n$f||^(nnhdot|ts hit leave tbe 2)alace 

immediately.'* ne obeyed; bo^ as he vas gbihfe, said, mth an 
air of gaiety, that he yas of the nature of dies, which the niort' 
you attemjA to drive away, the morb* obstinately are they bent 
on their return, ^ I perittit yoir to return like them,” cried the 
monarch, provided you bring than along with you; but if 
you appear without them,’ yon shall forfeit your heaAl.”- 
Agreed,” replied the peasant; " to do this, I will only take a 
step to OOT villago.” The king gave hie consent, and Bcrtholdo 
hasted away. The monaerph did ^ot doubt of his keeping his 
word; but had a great curis«ity to see in what manner be 
would perform it, and the blown soon satisfied him : for he had 
no sooner reached the village, than running to a stable belong¬ 
ing to one of his brothers, he took out an old ass, whose back 
and buttocks had lost the friendly covering of a sound skin, 
and mounting on his back, tumed.againto Verona, accompanied 
by an infinite number of f4es riding behind him, and in this 
equipage'arrived at the palace; when commending the fidelity 
with whidb th.^ hiid stuck to tho beast, and attending him all 
the way, he told the king,,that he kept his promise; and 
Alboin,*pleaa^ 'With the stratagem, soon conceived such an 
idea of 1^ abilitiefiC that he inmgined he might be useful to 
him, in helping him to dufenta^ethe intricacies of government, 
and therefore gave him flee leave to stay at court. 

I shall omit the Varioi^ contests between Bertholde and tho 
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on tlio virtues and vices of the ladies, in ■which tlic Icing 
did justice to their merit, while our hero endeavoured to bring 
them into contempt. But I cannot avoid taking notice of a 
petition'of the ladies of the court, to obtain a share in the go¬ 
vernment, and administration of affairs. 

The king having read their long request, which the queen 
had engaged the chancellor to deliver to him, replied, that this 
affair being of very great iinportance, required his serious con¬ 
sideration ; that he would w:eighthe matter, and give the ladies 
an answer in an audience, to which they should be admitted 
the next day. 

Berth olde, the,encndy of beauty, could not hear the petition 
and reply, -without b-ursting into a loud laugh. The king asked 
the reason : Bertholde ridiculed his complaisance and the easi¬ 
ness of his temper, •\vhen the king replied, that he was in a 
teiTihle embarrassment; that he shpuld he ruined if he granted 
their request, and that his danger would riot be less if he I’e- 
fiised it. . “ A refusal,” said he, “ will enrage them ; they arc 
ahh> to revenge themselves, by making their husbands, who 
have the command of iriy troops,' rise up against me. My dear 
Bertholde,” added he, ‘^'Bertholde, my faitlifiil friend, help me 
out of this labyrinth : thy imagination, fertile in stratagems, 
has hitherto drawn thee out of the dangers thou hast fallen 
into at my couri, and I am persuaded thou canst relieve m(! 
out of this.” Bertholde promised everything, and desired the 
king to he satisfied. Having stood musing for a moment, he 
left the palace, went to the market, and bougiit a little bird : 
li(5 shut it in a box in presence of the king, gave it to him, and 
d(‘sired him to send it to the queen, for her to give it to the 
ladies who had presented her the petition, with a most express 
prohibition against opening the box, on pain of incurring his 
highest indignation j but to keep it till the next day, when it 
should ho ojamed before him, at the audience he had promised 
to grant them. 

The officer to whom the box was given, discharged liis com¬ 
mission, and the queen also gave the box to the ladies, who 
were still with that princess, talking together on the answer 
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tlu^ di.'incollor liad l)ToiiiL;lit from tlu*. king. As w(! easily ]){'r- 
suadci cmrsclvcs to believe ftliat flivUers onv soll-leve, there was 
not one present who did not think that their request vras 
already granted. His majesty, said they, i.s .sensible of tin; 
justice of our demand, and as he is equity itself, he immediately 
found that it was impossible for him to refuse us ; to heighten 
the favour which he wilbcertaiply grant u.s, he has only thought 
fit to defer it till to-morrow. There is now no doubt, con¬ 
tinued they, but that this box contains something extremely 
valu.able, and the confidence with Avhich he has de2)ositcd it in 
our hands, shows also, that he docs not think us unwortliy of 
the honour. Come ladie.s, let him see that we deserve it, l)y 
an exact and faithful observance of the prohibition relating to 
this precious treasure. 

At this they took leave of the queen, and after having agreed 
to .'i.s.soinhlo th(i next, day at the governor’s lady’s, in order to 
go to the audience in a body, each returned home. 

They were hardly got home, when every one of them wa.s 
filled with an impatient desire to know what it could Im that 
was contained in that box ; and this impatience increa.scd l.o 
such a degree that they could not sleep all night. Never was 
any hour watched with more impatience than that ajipointed 
for their assembling at tlio governor’s lady’s, and they wa’ns all 
there three; quarters of an hour before the time appoiuteal. 
They all began to discourse on the box they had rejccivcd the 
evening before, which the governor had talcen from his wife as 
soon as she came home ; and fearing lest her well-known curi¬ 
osity should bring him into disgrace, had taken the precaution 
to lock it up in Ms cabinet. However, as the time of audience 
approached, it was brought out, and givbn to the assembly. 

The box no sooner appeared, than they viewed it with the 
utmost impatience, and all being eager to see the hidden trea¬ 
sure, several very fine speeches were made to show, that there 
coidd be no harm in just satisfying their curiosity j in short, 
this was a proposal that met with the unanimous concurrence 
of all present; and as the box had no lock, it was immediately 
opened, when out flew the little bird, which, taking to a window 
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that stood open, disappeared in a moment. How shall I des¬ 
cribe the consternation of these unhappy ladies at seciiig the 
bird fly away, aud the box empty! They had not time to .see 
whether it was a linnet, a nightingjile, a canary-bird, or a 
sparrow; had they but known of what species it was, they 
would have another in its place; but this secret was only 
known to the king and Bertholde. 

Their consternation now kept them silent, and they no sooner 
recovered their speech,, than they burst into tears and lament¬ 
ations. It was in vain for them, they said to hide their dis¬ 
obedience from the king—with what face could they appear 
before himi And then reproacliing themselves, “0 this 
unhappy, tliis cursed ciuiosity,” cried the governor’s lady, “ has 
ruined us all! 0 fatal box, a thousand times more fatal than 
that of Pandora ! If the curiosity that opened that box, occa¬ 
sioned evils on earth, a hope of deliverance, and a cure for those 
evils remained at the bottom; but alas! alas! we have not 
this fljeble consolation!” 

Meainyhile the hour of audience approached, and in the per- 
])lexity they were in, they know not whether they should go 
to the pajaco or return home, when one of the ladies proposed, 
that they should throw themselves at the feet of the cpicen, tell 
her their misfortune, and entreat her to make use of her 
authority and credit with the king to prevent tiie effects of his 
auger, and thjw all unanimously embraced the proposal; but 
while they’Wfe preparing to set out, a page from that princess 
came for the box, on which they returned for answer, that they 
were bringing it: but they no sooner stood before the queen, 
than perceiving the box in the hand of the governor’s lady, she 
viewed it with eagerness, snatched it, and in an instant opened 
the lid, when confused and astonished she burst into a rage 
against the king, for having sported with a curiosity that had 
given her the extremest inquietude; when the governor’s lady, 
^vith abundance of tears, acknowledged her fault, and in the 
name of all tlie ladies, begged her to endeavour to obtain their 
pardon. The queen was sensible of their afflictions, and pro- , 
mised to undertake their cause. 
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In the mean time the king, avIio waited for them, was sur¬ 
prised at their delay, and had mentioned it to llertholdt*, wlio 
imputed it to the success of liis stratagem. While they wertj 
talking on tins' subject, the queen entered, accompanied by the 
ladies, to thii number of about 300, when their melancholy and 
dejected air confirmed the truth of this opinion. 

The. king, having seated the queen by his side, asked the 
cause of this visit:—“ You have read,” said she, “ the request 
I caused to be presented to you yesterday, in the name of all 
these ladies, and we are come for the answer you promised to 
give us.” “ It is in this box,” answered the king, and at Iho 
same time was going to open it. “Your majesty may spare 
yourself the trouble,” replied the queen, “ the bird is flown : 
the curiosity of these ladies has caused this accident, and you 
see them all at your niajc.sty’s feet to implore your pardon.” 
And indeed, the ladies, as soon as the king attempted to open 
it, had prostrated themselves with their faces to the ground. 

At these words the king seeming in a violent rage., “ Is it 
thus then,” said he, in an angiy tone ; “ is it thus that you 
obey me ? Have you let the bird fly that 1 intrusted to your 
care, in ,spit(5 of the strict orders I gave to the contrary ; and 
have, you the front after this, to come to desire me ti> admit 
you into my councils, and enter into tho affairs of my govern- 
iiKUit and Ivingdoni 1 llow can you keep the, se.crets that will 
be tlicrc treated of, secrets of the greatest importance, sinee on 
those p]-incii)ally depend the haj)piness or misery of my p(!ople, 
the prosperity or min of my kingdom, and tho sah'ty or fall 
of luy tlironc 1 How can you resist your inclination td divulge 
th(!m, wlien in spite of ray prohihitions and threatiuiiiigs, you 
liavc not been able to restrain your curiosity for half a day. 
Go, foolish us you are; you deserve to he punished with the 
utmost severity ; but out of respect to the queen, who has con¬ 
descended to interest herself in your ;ift'airs, I consent to pardon 
you ; but lot me, for the time to come, never liear of the like 
extravagances. ^ And believe me, it is not 'without the best and 
most solid reasons, that the laws have excluded you from tlm 
government.” 
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Tlio king’s pleasure at the success of tins scheme was not less 
tlian the mortification the poor ladies sufien'd in hearing this 
discourse ; and th9y were no sooner g(nie, than lu'. made his 
acknowhidgrnents to Bertholde. “ The more I know you,” 
said he, “ the more I esteem and admire you ; as a proof of my 
satisfaction, receive from my hand this ring, and my treasuiav 
shall give you 1000 crowns.” “ Do not be displeased,” replitid 
Bertholde, “ if I disobey you ; my sincerity has always made 
me too many enemies, fo^ whom, however, I do not care a far¬ 
thing, for he who desires nothing, and has nothing, has nothing 
to fear. Nature has made me free, and I resolve to keep my 
freedom as long as my life: but I cannot be free if I take your 
presents, for as the proverb says, ‘He who takes, sells himself.’ ” 
“ How then,” replied the king, “shall I show my gratitude?” 
“ I have heard,” said Bertholde, “ that it is more glorious to 
deserve the favours of a prince, and to refuse them, than to 
receive without deserving them. If I was capable of ^•anity, 
your good-will would be more agreealdo to me than all the 
prescuts in the world.” 

AA’hile they were talking in this manner, the king received a 
h'ttcr from the queen, who, re,solving to he revenged on the 
cause of the ladies’ disgrace, sent for the unliappy jxjasani, 
wlio by many artifices evaded the force of her rcsentnuait. 
She had four largo dogs placed in the court through which Jio 
was to pass, in order to tear him to pieces : this Ikj "was in¬ 
formed of, and getting a brace of live hares, carried them under 
hi.s arms, and letting them loose at the a])proach of the dog.s, 
M'as instantly delivered from these enemies. Ho then, to tlie 
queen’s surpiise, appeared before hei*, was put into a sack, and 
in this condition confined in a room till the next day, when lu' 
was to be tln'own into the river; but he h^d the adclress to 
2 )ersuade the soldier who was set over him, to let him out and 
take his plo,ce; and then stealing the queen’s ro])e, and her 
veil, in this disguise got out of the j)aliu:e. But the next day 
he was fojind, and the monarch was obliged to satisfy the 
queen’s' resentment, by ordering him to he hanged on a tree. 
Bertholde besought the king to take care of his family, and to 
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let him choose the tree on 'whicli lie was to die. The moiian h 
fj-eely consented, and gave him a guard to see that the execu¬ 
tioner gave him his choice. The trees of every wood for 
many miles round were e^xaminod, ahd Beitholde, very wisely, 
objected to all that were proposed, till the excQutioner and 
guard being weary of the ffuitless search, set him at liherLy. 
At their return, the guards found the king lamenting the loss 
of a faithful and able servant; he rejoiced to hear that he was 
still alive, an4 having fouh^Jittio place lef his retreat, went him¬ 
self to persuade him to t^Sburn to Qourt j this he not only ac¬ 
complished, but reconciled,'him to the queen. lie was then 
made prime minister, and upder his influence the reign of this 
l>i*iiice was happy, and his peoplp enjoyed all the happiness they 
could reasonably desirg. 


Lord Rok^by, 

0/ Singular Eccentricity, 

TVTATTIIEW EOBIlSrSON MOERIS, eldest son of Sir 
Septimus Robinsoh, Kht., was born at his father’s house 
at Mount Morris, in Horton, near Ilythe,, in the county of 
Kent, in the year l7l2. His early years were spent in this 
place, till he went to Westminster School, whence he was ad¬ 
mitted at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, a pensioner, where ho took 
his degree of bachelor of laws, and was soon after elected a 
fellow of the society, a place which ho retained to the day of 
his death. It is-not unusual at Trinity Hall, for men of liugo 
fortune to retain their fellowships. The society consists of 
twelve fellows, two of whom only are clergymen, and perform 
the regular and necessary duties of the college, such as those 
of tutor, lecturer, dean : but the other ten fellows seldom or 
never make thoir appearance in Cambridge, unless at the t welve 
days of Christmas, at which time'the usual hosi)itality of that 
season of the year is con'ipiciuous in the college, and the laj- 
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fellows having enjoyed good eating and drinking, and examined 
the college accounts, return to Doctor’s Commons, the Inns of 
Court, or their country seats. Mr.^Eohinson, in the early part 
of his life, used sometimes tp he of these parties, where his com¬ 
pany was always acceptahlei and his absence always regretted. 
As heir to a country getttJi8m^'of -;poiisi3erable property, he 
was not compelled tb'^ply his abilities to theTu^al pursuits of 
a laborious and nowal^d8t te(di^<^ ptofe6Bion j he enjoyed an 
introduction to the hig^r .tariSes w ^e,' and being possessed 
of the advantages of a libe^ ediicaritm,' and accomphshed 
manners, he united the studies of t^ scholar with theoccupa- 
l)ations of-a gentleman, and, divided his time very^ agreeably 
between Horton, London, Bath, .and“ Cambridge. In this 
period of his life the celebrated peace of Aix-ia-Chapelle, 
attracted the attention of Europe j and the place appointed for 
ncgociation, at ,^11 times, froni its waters, of great resort, was 
more than usually fiUed with good company. Soon after the 
ambassadors had takdn up their abode here, Mr. Eobinson 
escorted Lady Sandwich to this grand scene of gallantry and 
politics, where the cldssical taste of Lord Sandwich, the eccen¬ 
tricity of Wortley Montegue, among his, own countrymen, the 
prudence of Prince Kaunitz, the solidity of the Dutch depu¬ 
ties, and the charms of their ladies, for the Dutch belles car¬ 
ried away the palm of beauty at this treaty, afforded him an 
inexhaustible fund of instruction and entertmnment. Having 
no official emplojunent, and appearing in that once envied cha¬ 
racter of an English _ gentleman, his company was generally 
sought after, and the ladies of tlie higher class thought their 
parties incomplete without his presence, and. the corps diplo¬ 
matique bowed to his credentials. 

Among the wpmen none more sprightly, none more ready to 
join innocent mirth, or to he the subject of it when a mistake 
in his language might give occasion to pleasure; but foreiguers 
admired the strength of his character, when his conversation 
was suited to graver subjects, and no man presumed to laugli 
at his mistakes without repenting of his temerity. Eespected 
by the men, and acceptable to the women, he was noted here 
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for a singularity which he retted during his whole life, a re¬ 
markable attachment to bating. He surprised the medical 
men by the length of his stky in the hot-bath, very often two 
hours or more Sit a, time, ajld by jgoing in and out without any 
of the precautidns iirMph w*ere ;t^^^ and which future 

experience hM|8^^ wb^ Oh his return to Eng¬ 
land nothia| pai^CnJor him^ his election to par¬ 

liament by the city^bfplace he represented, 
and, we may add, really rgHjese.nted, for two successive par¬ 
liaments. EQs neighbbuiimod to Canterbury had naturally in¬ 
troduced lain to some of the higher classes of that city; but 
he had no idea of a slight acq[ttmntance With a few only of his 
constituents, he would khow and be khovm to them all. His 
visits to Canterbury gratified himself and them. They were 
visits to his constituents, whom he called on at their shops and 
their looms, walked within their market-places, spent thd even¬ 
ing with at their dubs. He could do this from one of his 
principles, which he had studied with the greatest attention, 
and maintained with the utmost tirmness, the natural equality 
of man. No one was more sensible than himself of the ad¬ 
vantages and disadvantages'of birth, rank, and fortune. He 
could live with the highest, and he could also live with the 
lowest in society; with the' forms necessary for an intercourse 
with the former class he was perfectly well acquainted, and he 
could put them in practice; to the absence of these restraints 
he could familiarize himself, and cpuld enter into casual conver¬ 
sation with the vulgar, as they are called, ipaking them forget 
the difference of rank, as much at he disregarded it. Hence, 
perhaps, there never was a representative more respected and 
beloved by his constituents, and his attention to the duties of 
parliament entitled him to 'their veneration. . Independent of 
all parties, he uttered the sentiments of his, heart; he weighed 
the propriety of eVery measure, and gave his vote according to 
the preponderance of argument.; The natural consequence of 
such a conduct was, in the first parlianrent a disgust .with the 
manners of the house; and he would have resigned his seat at 
the general election) if bis father had not particularly desired 
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him to make one inor<> trial, and presented liim at the same 
time with a purse, npt such as has lately bwn thought neces¬ 
sary, for the party to pay hil elecrion expenses. Mr. Kohiusou 
was re-eleotedt'and, whafr astoni^-the j^enerality of mcm- 
hers, made &o al^ction hills j for, 

after paying ereiy exp^nci M found himself a 

gainer, in‘a oonsidei^le *. Corruption had 

not then made such ih Itm mind as it has been 

our destiny to laiaent ^ a yet>Mr. E. found 

himself uneasy in th« ef ^ duty. He conceived 

that a member of.parliaritmi^ shtpid daxfy.into tlm house a sin¬ 
cere love of his counhry> sound knowledgOj intention to busi¬ 
ness, and firm ind^pendenicfi—^at measures were not to lx* 
})lannod and "adopted in S) ministers parlour', nor the House of 
Commons to be a mere chamber^of parliament to register his 
decrees—^that in the Hon^e^of Coinmons every member was 
equal j that it hxevsr no distinotion of minister, county-member, 
city-member, or bdrou^d^’P^enihear, That each individual mem¬ 
ber had a ri^ to proi> 9 se, to assist in deliberation, aid by his 
vote in carrying -mjsoting a measure, according to the dic¬ 
tates of his own mind; and,that the greatest traitois with 
which a country could be cumed, liters such persons as would 
enter into parliament vithput any intention of studying its 
duties and examining measures, but with a firm determination 
to support the minister, or lies opponents, according as the ex¬ 
pectation or actual enjoyment of a place, pension, or cnioluriH'nt 
derived from administration, led them to enlist under the ban¬ 
ners of one <Sr the other party. Even in his ripae he thought 
he saw too great confidence pJao^ in the heads of party; too 
little reliance on private judgm^t* too little attention to par¬ 
liamentary duties. The ipifonn suifleOiaa ^ every ministerial 
measure did not accord with his ideas of a d^herative body, 
and he detertnined m quit'a place in which he thought himself 
incapable ^|||||romoting the public good; and whore he was 
dctc'rmine^Hf^® aiding or abetting in any other measures. 
To the great regret of his constituents he declined the ofier’of 
representing them at the next election, and no future entreaties 
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could induce him to resume an occupation in which, as he told 
them, better eyes were req^myed than' his to see, butter ears to 
hear, and better lum^ to» o^pse t|i6 Isrioks of future ministers. 

By the death of his par¬ 
liamentary lifo, ',Olibi0*anto possession of the 

paternal oppprtuuity of realizing his 

own scheflaes of TO idle* ^otn Cautorbury, on 

the anoient'^maa the J^oi^us Itemanus, the 

present Lyii;ipne,’by ter|ia|[' & to left, the walker, 

who has fajdgued uniformity'as the 

rouglmess of hi* |teart expanded by 

a most extedsave pJ?p«pect,‘^^hich He 0(mMb^d* from a lofty 
eminence. Before him and uuder Ids.f^et; tit ^ distshce of five 
Or six miles, commences the v^ist flat, Imowii by the name of 
Bomney Marsh, which, with the 'W'e6l4 of Kent, is bound to 
his eye by'DungeneSs, Beachy Head,' *-nd tho hills of Sussex 
and Surrey, and the lidge of.hill* on a partof wiuchhe stands, 
and which runs through nearly thp Xftiddl* the county of 
Kent into Surrey. Turning eastward, ho perceives the sea, 
and h.as a glimpse of the of France: his view is bounded 
by hills still higher, as he turn* to the north; but from the top 
of these hills, at half a mHe diiltaiico from the ^ot on which 
he stands, he commands the same extensive rArospeot over the 
marsli and West Kent, which is enriched on a fine day by the 
vi w of the coast of Franco from Boidogne to Calais, seeming 
scarcely to be separate^ from the island. At the bottom of 
th(‘se hills stands the family mansion, a substantial brick house, 
with offices suitod to the residence of a with four or five 
thousand a year, “Wl^ek Mr. cam© to the estate, tliero 
were about ei^ht hundred rdund the*house,'partly in his 
own occupation, pftftjy l^t' <diit to tenants: they were allotted 
into fields of vnWjpus.dim'ensidEB; Hounded by the substaiiti.il 
hedges so well known to be the ornament of Kent, but cutting 
the ground into too m^y minute parts for picturesque beauty. 
Tliere was a garden walled in', ,and suitable roads to thu house. 
Mr, R. took the whole of to land into his own occupation as 
s >011 Ob possible; and nature, with his occupancy, began to 
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1 ‘esume licr rights. The only hotindaries on his estate were soon 
only those whioh separated his land from that of his neighhonrs. 
Adieu to the use of gates, or stiles in the, interior : they were 
left to gradiial decay; ihe spil.'Was not disturbed hy the labours 
of horse and man ; the e^lo had free liberty to stray wherever 
they pleased ; the trees wSre no. longer dishonoured by the axe 
of the wobdinaih, the pbHaxcS strove iio tecbyer their pristine 
vigour, the uniformity of hedges wd> (Htohes gradually disap* 
peai'ed. The liehett v^erdure diotfc^ed both hills and valleys, 
and the master of the, mansion wandered freely in his grounds, 
enjoying his own independence and that of the brute creation 
'around him., ^ ^ 

The singularity pf .this taste excited naturally a great deal of 
curiosity, audj, as usual, uo small, degree of censure. But, 
whatever may. he objected on the score of profit, it is certain 
tliat the gain on- tho scale of ^cturosque beauty was, we niigiit 
almost say, infinite. In. a national view, tho subject admits 
of much discussion : hut the question, which was often agitated 
by Mr. E. and in whose opinion we are inclined to place great 
confidence, has seldoin beeii fairly stated and argued. Tho 
point is, could these acres have produced so much food, and 
clotliiug, and implements^ for manufactures, if they had been 
subject to tillage and the usual mode of agriculture 1 In tliesf; 
times of agricultural curiosity the question becomes interesting, 
but tho present limits do not permit us to enter into the whole 
of Mr. E’s. views in the management of liis affairs. But the 
gaps in the hedges, the growing up of the pollards, and the 
verdure of the grounds might have been supportable, if the 
coach roads also had not disappeared, the coach-house become 
useless, the garden been trodden, under foot by horses and oxen, 
the hay lofts superfluous, . At the same time that n|ture re¬ 
sumed her rights over his fieMs, she took full possession of the 
master, and gave him the active use of his limbs. The family 
coach stirred not, from, its place to the day of his death : he 
seldom got into a chaise, and performed long journeys on foot. 
?\atiirally of a tender and delicate conistitutioh, he thus became 
liardened to all weathers, and ehjoyeid Jiis faculties and spirits 
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to tlio day of lus death. , Indulging himself in these jiecu- 
liarilios, in which by the way, to say the worst of them, he Avas 
no man’s enemy but.his own, lie kept up, a considerable inter¬ 
course AA’ith his neighbouii5,vand correspondemiewith charactoi’s 
eminent in the political ivorld: hei publlslied aparnphlet on the 
American war, i‘.epl6tc with sound sepse, and which procured, 
among other, marks of respect, i,|Qitnaey from London to Bath, 
])y a person with the express yiew," arid extreme desire, of cqii- 
A'crsing Avith its authoit He, reprobated, during the whole of 
that imnatural^contest, the conduct*"of adnunistration ; and the 
men of Kent, who Avei'e not at that time subdued by ministerial 
influence, listened with pleasure to its fim opponent at their 
county meetings. • , 

About that period, he either .formed the opinion, or began 
to ('xj>ress it Avith an unusual degree, of confidence, that the 
Bank of England would break during his life-time. Ho was so 
ilniily coTiA-iiiced of it in Ills own mind, that it became a pretty 
constant tojnc Avitli him; and, Avhen he met with opponents, 
lie defended it Avith such strength of argument as could not 
easily be resisted. One day the conversation on this subject 
ended in a singular Avager, which Avas talvcn down in writing, 
jiuiporting that the heirs and executors of Mr. Ttobinson should 
jiay to tlu! otiier liarty, an alderman of Canterbury, the sum of 
t(>n pounds, if tlio Bank <lid not break during the life-time of 
the former ; and on the other hand, that the alderman should 
be similarly bound to pay the sum of ten pounds if the Bank 
did break in Mr. li.’s life-time.' The proof was to depend on 
a bank-note of ten pounds beitig offered at the Bank, and not 
producing iii return ten pounds in specie. Every year added 
.strength to the singularity of Mr." K.'’s opinion, and he main¬ 
tained it as firmly as another on a philosophical subject, which 
he defended with great vigour of mind,, aiid, Avhen past eighty 
years of age, supported by quotations from the clas.sics, re¬ 
peated with the utmost caiergy and classical taste—The future 
destruction of the earth by lire. On this question, lie^solicited 
no aid from the arguments sometimes used in the x)uli)lt on 
the same subject; for tlie path to his church was grown over, 

■ ^ 7—2 



lOO 


LOiRD noKmr, 

and Ins pew left to ,the same decay as his coach-house. Yet 
this circumstance led' to a trmt.. ju his character, which was 
hettcir discovered, by has ‘owh'-recital Of Idle anecdote, than it can 
be by the pen of ■ .k,V' 

A little^ time before thO d^t^i of tlie^^i^ibishop of Armagh, 
he made a visit info 

them, him who was to:jhh^tl^is t^e.- “fhe archbishop told 
me,” said .Mr. R., “that lie-wcnld dine with me oil J^aturda^\ 
I gjive orders for dinner and $o forth for. my cousin, the arch¬ 
bishop j but I never thohglrt till he.'came; that the next day 
was Sunday. - ^^Vhat';#^-1 my cousin the 

archbishop,'and he mi;^t go to clmrch, and there was no way 
to the church, and the bhahiel-door had been locked up for 
these thirty yearsj and ; my pe-^ was certainly not fit for my 
cousin, the archbishop., .1 sent off immediately to Hythe fur 
the carpenters, and" the Joiners,. and the drapers, and into the 
viltage ,for 'th,e.lanour^ the'mowers, aiid the gravel-carters. 
All went to work, the path was moved, the gravel was thrown 
on and rolled, a gate made fl'f. tjie churchyard, the chan(.*-cl-door 
ojiened and cleaned, a new pew set iip, well lined and stuffed, 
and cushioned; and the next day I walked by the side of my 
cousin, the archbishop, to church, who found every thing right 
and proper; but I have not been to church since, 1 assure you.” 
This singularity in abstaining from the places of religious wor- 
shiii arose, partly from the exalted view which he (‘ntertain»;d 
of the nature of the Deity, whose altars, he used emphatically 
to say, were earth, sea, skies; from the little regard he i>aid to 
the clerical of ministerial'chameter, and from the disgust in his 
mind at the stress laid by divines upon trifles, their illiherality 
in wishing every one to rely,upon them for their faith, their 
frequent persecution of others, and. from a strange opinion of 
the great iiiefficaey of their preaching. Religion he conceiveui 
to ho a mere personal concern between the creature and the 
Crcatt)r; and the Supreme, in lijs .opinion, was degrad<‘.d by 
being made a party in questions often political, and on the 
mode of Ids existence being made a barrier between the natives 
of the same island. Yet with these opinions, he could converse 
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witli liit^ cliTgy of all dcscriptioiis as Ifuely a,s with otlu-r m(?n ; 
and, wliore they were men of liberal education and enlightened 
minds, Avas much gratified by the pleasur^ of their coinpanj'. 

in the year", 1734, Mr. R. becam^*, by the death'of the Arch¬ 
bishop of Arnjagh, Lord B.okcby ;; 'and it is natural to ash what 
diircrcnce the title madb ia’his ^hnn.ers % . Precisely none, lie 
Whs noAv addressed by thh^itle.bf- Ipi;® instead of sir j and, as 
h(} nsed to say, they i^e both the ^^6 nf the Latin. Tot the 
accession to his title gave him'limits inTr^^ and his letter to 

liord Castlereagh showed.^that'heiwas not ra of them, 

and that if age and infirmities had |h,esented no obstacles, tlie 
In'sh Iloinse of^ Lords would hafe been, dignified, by the pm- 
sonco of a man Avho assumed fpr his motto,'on this occasion, 
u’hat lie really possessed in. liis 1ie.ai‘t,hindejpendence. Very 
fanlasticaJ notions accoihpany, in some persons’minds, the titles 
of the peerage. They think of fine dressy splendid carriages, 

1 ran ghty demeanour, someth ihg differing' from the many. Such 
persons Avere much orabarr^sed at the sight of Lord Ilolceby. 
A A fmcrable man with a long boardv saffoAV complexion, furroAvs 
on Ids forehead, the traces of deep'thinlqng, fore part of the 
lu arl bald, from, the hinder floAving long and lank locks of white 
liair, a Avhitc or blue flannel coat and Avaistcoat, and bna'ches, 
AA'ursted stockings, and shoes tied Avitli black strings. I'lio 
rnliles at his Avrist, and tin'- 'frill seAA’od to his waistcoat, aa'cia' 
1li(! only liiK'n about him. Ilis body Avas rather bent, but till 
ho Avas near hi.s end, his pace avos firm, and he wan seen walk¬ 
ing in this manner from his house to Hytho or back, or, Acliich 
A^-a.s more gratifying to his friends, Avlien they first caught a 
vi(!W of the house, Avalking up and down the paA'cmeut befim^ 
Ids door. “How can this man be a lord?” said the vulgar. 
“W'ould to God more lords Avere like this man !” said the man 
(d‘ s('nso. “I Avish'Ave were all as attentive to good breeding !” 
said llio man of fashion. 

. From the time of .his succession to the title to the day of Ids 
death, TiOrd liokehy seldom Avont farther from lionic than 
Hythe ; hut ho Avould have tltought that he liad forfeited ull 
regard to Ids principles if lie had not gone to Maidstone to A'ote 
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for liis friend, Filmer Honeywood, the staunch advocate for the 
independence of the county'; and a contested election for the 
city of Canterbury drew him again from his retirement I'his 
election took place just .after the famous stoppage of the Ilanli; 
and after a visit.to his friends at , the hall, and shouts of con¬ 
gratulation from all the freemen, he walked! to the alderman’s 
house, with whom the wajger had been laid, proffered some 
notes for cash, presented t^e written agreement on the wager, 
and demanded of the alderman the sum of ten pounds. 

The question, as might ijathrally be, expected, staggered a 
little the alderman, who was also a hanker, and as the words 
admitted of some debate, and Lord K. had not with him docu¬ 
ments of the refusal,at the Bank of cash for a ten-pound note 
specifically proffered, the payment was therefore deferred. 

On returning to the hall, Lord R. came again on the lius- 
tings, by the side which is appropriated for the persons to 
return who have voted,.and for the infirm, and the friends of 
tin? candidates, dr th'e officers of the court, Tlic sheriff very 
p(dite.ly offered to take hwe his lordship’s votts, wlio, with liis 
usual good-humour, declined itI am not so old neither,” 
f-.;iy.s lui, “ that I cannot do like the rest of iriy brother citizens,” 
and in.stautly went;down the stairs, where Ikj met an old inaii 
ascending, who had given him a vote nearly fifty years heforc ; 
mixed with his brother citizens, went up the proper stairs witli 
them, and gave the h\st proof of his political connexion with 
Cjniterhury in a manner worthy of himself and his principles. 

We might recount a variety of anecdotes expressive of his 
character, but the limits >vill not permit us ; yet we must not 
pass over the subject of his food, which has been so mucli the 
object of inquiry and misrepresentation. He has been said to 
live on raw flesh, and to be, in short, little better than a canni¬ 
bal. This was by no means the case ; and to understand this, 
as well as the other parts of his character, we must look to liis 
leading principles, nature and independence, He thought that 
this island produced within itself sufficient foo'd for his nour¬ 
ishment. Wheat he considered as an exotic, besides it was fer¬ 
mented, two reasons sufficient to expel it from his nourishment. 
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Foreign coffee, for tlie same reason, was rejected, and he ii-ied 
various cxp{jriiucnts'with burnt beans, peas, &c. Iteruarkably 
fond of sweet things, he used honey as a substitute for sugar ; 
but it is to b.e observed that he was not a scrupulous obscua^cr 
of his general mle, and w^hen it was hinted to him that he was 
eating the crust of a pie, or siihilax, things in the ordinary 
cookery, he turned it off with a good-huinounid laugh, aflding, 
“ Where is the man, that lives as he preaches T Ifis appetite 
•was remarkably. strong, which he satisfied at times by boiled 
beef, or rathdi: beef kept for a considerable time in boiling 
water; and his table was amply provided with eveiything in 
season, exceedingly well dressed, and of which he partook off a 
wooden platter like any other person. He drank no •wine, and 
he gave the host proofs of tho excellence of his,diet by the 
length of his life. No one was more hospitable to his guests, 
they •were desired to order just what they pleased, and, in re¬ 
turn, were ivquested and expected to permit the host to eat 
Avhat and wlien he pleased. 

He never willingly omitted bathing a single day, and had 
nia(l(', for that piu;i)ose, a bathing-house of considerable length 
anrl breadth, glazed in front to a soutb-eastem asp('ct, and 
thatched at top. This probably is the most comfortable bath¬ 
house in England, as, after bathing, you may run up and down 
to dry yoiii’self, and do not feel that disagreeable cold common 
in '•-he small elegant bath-houses of marble, whore you frec'Z(^ in 
cold mngiufieeucc. Lord R’s. hath-liouse was boarded and 
mattt'd. Ill this bath-house and a wood at a small distance* 
from it, intersected with ivalks, and at proper intoivals having 
wooden seats and benches, his lordship spent considerable time, 
frequently committing to paper his valuable reflections. 

A gentleman, wlio happened to be in the neighhourlior)d oi‘ 
Mount Morris, resolved to procure a sight of this extraordinary 
character, after ho had succeeded to the title of Lord Kokeby. 
“On my ■vvajg” says he, “at the summit of the hill above 
Hytlie, which affords a most delightful prospect, 1 perceived a 
fountain of pure water, over-ninning a bason which had ’been 
placed for it by his lordship. I was informed, that there wci-e 
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Diiany sucli on tlio same road, juitl Miat lie was ac(nist,oni(>il to 
liestow a lew lialf-crowii pieces, plenty of.wliicli lie always Ivcpt 
loose! in a side-iiocket, on aiiy water drinkers lie might happiai 
to find iiurtaking of his favourite beverage, which he never 
failed to recommend with peculiar force and persuasion. On 
my apiiroach, I stojipcd some time to examine the mansion. It 
it a good, plain, gentleman’s seat; the grounds were abundantly 
stocked with black cattle, and I could perceive a horse or two 
on the steps of the principal entrance.. After the necessary 
enquiries, I was conducted by a servant to a little grove, on 
entering which, a building with a' glass coverirtg, that' at first 
siglit a]ipe.arod to be a gTeen house, presented itself. The man 
who accompanied nte opened a little wicket, and on looking in, 
I ]>crceivo(i, immediately under the glass, a hath with a current 
ol‘ water, supplied from a pond belund. On approaching the 
door, two laandsome spaniels, with long ears, apjiarently <>r 
King Charles’s breed, advanced, and, like faithfi.il guardians, 
denied us access, till soothed by the well-known accents of tlm 
domestic. AVe then proceeded, and gently passing along a 
wooden floor, saw his lordship stretched on his face at tiu! 
farther end. lie had just come out of the water, and was 
dressed in an old blue w'oollen.coat, and jiantaloons of the same 
colour. The upper part of his liead ivas bald, hnt the hair ol' 
his chin, whidi could not bo concealed even by the posture, lie 
bad assumed, made its appearance between his arms on each 
side, I immediately retired, and waited at a litth'- distanc'c. 
until he awoke; when rising, ho opened the door, dai ted 
through the thicket, accompanied by his dogs, and made 
directly for the house, while some workmen employed in cut¬ 
ting timber, and whose tongues only I had heard bcfori', now 
made the woods resound again with their axes.” 

Prince AVilliam of Gloucester, piico passing through Canter- 
hur}^ felt a strong inclination to pay his lordship a visit; 
which being mentioned at Mount Morris, Lord Rokehy very 
politely .sent the prince an invitation to dinner. On this oeca- 
sioUc^e ])resided at a jilentiful board, and ilisplayed all the hos- 
\)iuiily uf au old LnglLsh baron. Three courses were sorveil up 
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ill a .‘ijilciulid stylo to liis royal liiglinoss and Ills ^:uiU^ and llso 
ropast conoliidod with a variety of cxcolhnit ivinc^, and in ])aj-- 
ticular 1 okay, which had been in the collar ludf a canilurv. 

Jlis memory was prodigious. Jn conrorsation, if an^ tiling 
occurred which afforded room for differeiuie of opinion, lie. 
would frequently nin on the sudden to liis library, bring l>a( k 
a folio or two, and point the passage on which the whole do- 
]iendod. He was a great reader as well as a deep thinker, and 
}>rcservcd the Use of his eyes to the last: for writing, he vtny 
frequently availed himself of the help of an amanuensis. In so 
singular a character, it is natural that persons little acquainted 
with it should malve v’eiy erroneous conjectuhis. Coeetousness 
Avas represented to be his preA^ailing feature, b.ut this ivas not 
])erce]itil)lo in his domestic arrangements, wdierc, in cvoiy 
artiele of good living there was superfluity, and his jiarlour, 
fires of wood and coal, Avhich ivould be sufliricnt for half a 
dozen common rooms, did not countenance the idea of a 
fi-ugid disposition; besides, his conduct to his tonanls (for 
there was noAvhere to be found, a milder laiidhu’d, and, per¬ 
haps, indeed, he carried tliis propensity to indulge tlumi to 
almost hlameahle. exctiss), is a sufficient proof that his thonglits 
Avere, not bent AAutli any degi’ce, of anxiety on the.' acquisitjon of 
A^-eahh. Yet he Avas te]iacions of liis ])roperty Avhen it Jiad 
once come into his hands; and ho made a joke hiinself uf his 
fondiK'Ss for a ncA’/ guinea ; but this may be accounted for from 
bis idea of the nature of paper-credit, and the firmness of our 
bank; aiul the quantity of money found in his house at his 
di'ath Avn.s the natural result of these ojiiuions. He. Avas an 
(‘xeellent master, and a good neighbour; jUst in all bis dt'ai- 
ings, of strict honour, firmly attached to the liberty of his 
country, of a most enlarged mind, a true free-thinker, and, 

AA ith all the singularities in his dress and manners, he. united 
to his love of nature and independence all the good (pialitit-s 
Avhich constitute a perfect gentleraau. 

I'j-oin Avhat has been already said, it ajijx'ars that, imh'- 
pendent of his board, Avbich reached to his waist. Lord Jfokeby 
Avas a very singular cluyacter. He lived a cun.'^iderablc porlinu 
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of liis life ill w.ator, tciiiperod liy the rays of the fiun, and tra¬ 
velled on foot at an age when people of his rank and fortune 
always indulge in a carriage. In the midst of a luxurious age 
he was abstemious both in eating and drinking, and attained 
to length of life without lumng recourse to the aid of medi¬ 
cine, and indeed with an utter contempt for the practitioners 
of physic. This he carried to such a length, that it is related, 
when a paroxysm was expected to come on, his lordship told 
his nephew that if he stayed he was welcome ; but if, out of a 
false humanity, he should call in medical assistance, and it 
should accidentally happen that he was not killed by the doc¬ 
tor, he hoped he should have sufiicient use of his hands and 
senses lel't to make a new will, and to disinherit him. 

Idiis trul}'^ ]iatriotic nobleman expired at his seat in J\c nf. in 
tlu'. month of December, 1800, in the eighty-eighth year of his 
age. 


Foster Powell, 

'J'Ju' Astonishhui Pi'ilesirian. 

colchrated pedestrian was horn in 1731, at Ilorsefortli. 
near Leeds, in Vuikshire. In ITCri, lu; eauu* to London 
and articled himself to an attorney in the Teinjde.. After the 
expiration of his clerkship he remained with his uncle, j\li'. 
J^owell, of the Xcw Inn, and whan ho died, engaged himsdf 
■with a Mr. ►Stokes, and after his decease with a J\Ir. BiiigJey, 
both of the same place. 

i)eforc Ills engagement witli Stokes, ho undertook, in the, 
year 17G4, not fur any w-ager, to walk fifty miles on tlu‘. Lath 
road in seven hours, -which he accomplished in th(i time, having 
gone the first ten miles in one hour, although (mcurnlx'red with 
a great coat and leather bi’cechcs. 

He. vi§it(,‘d several parts of Switzerland and France, and 
gained much praise there for his x«5dcstriauism : but in the 
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Ton,r 177:], lio Avalked from London to York and l)ack a^ain, a 
distance of 400 iiiile.s, in five da 3 *.s and cigLteeu lunuri ; tlii.'i 
was ids first match for a wager. 

In November, 1778, Powcdl attempted to run two miles in 
ten minutes, for a wager; lie started from Lea, Lriilgo, and lost 
it only by half a minute. 

In 1786, he undertook to walk 100 miles on the Lath road, 
in tAventy-foiir houi’s—50 miles out and 50 miles in. lie- com¬ 
pleted tills journej’ three-quarters of an hour within the time 
agreed on. 

In 1787, he undertook to walk from Canterbury to Loudon 
Bridge and back again, in twenty-four hours, the distance being 
twelve miles more, than his foniier journey ; tliis he accuin- 
plislied to the great astonishment of thousands of anxious 
sjx.'ctators, who were assembled to witness the coniplelion of 
Ids task. 

The following year, 1788, ho engaged to go his favourite 
journey from Loudon to York and back again in .si.x days, 
wldcb lie executed iii five days and twenty hours. Afti-r this 
he did-not umh'rtake any journey till the jaiar 1700, uheu Im 
.«et off to walk from Loudon to York, and hack again in .six 
da^s, hut which ho accomplished in five, days and eiglileen 
hours. 

Ill 1792, he determined to repeat his journey to York and 
haek again, for the last time of his life, and convince flic world 
he could di) it in a short(T time than ever lie had, tbongli- non' 
at the advanced age of fifty-eight years. Accordingly In' set 
out from Shoreditch Cliurcli to York Minster, and hack again, 
which ho coiiqilcted in five days fifteen hours and om^ (iiiarlei-. 
On his return he was saluted with the loud huzzas of the 
astonished and anxious sjiectators. 

In the same year he walked, for a het of twenty guineas, six 
miles in fifty-five niinut.es aud a half 011 the Clapliam Koad. 
Shoitly afterwards he went down to Brightlielmstone, and en¬ 
gaged to walk one mile and run another in fifteen minutes ; 
lie walked thc^inilc in nine minutes and twenty seeun^ls, and 
ran the other mile in five minutes and twenty-three seconds, 
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l)y Arliicli lie Avas si'.ventecii seconds l(‘ss than tlio time aJlmvial 
him. 

Previous to this he undertook a jouniey to Canterhury, hut, 
by unfortunately mistaking the road from I3]nek]ieath to Lon¬ 
don, he unavoidably lost the wager; yet he gained more money 
by tliis accident than all the jounicys he accomplished ; for his 
friends, feeling hu’ the great disa})pointment he experienced, 
made a subscri])tion, and collected for him a good present. 

Powell despi.scd wealth, and notwithstanding his many o]v 
portunites of acquiring money, ten ]jound.s was the largest sum 
he ever made, which was at the time of the l)efore-raentioned 
.suhsci‘iption, He Avas ahvays content Avith a little for liimsell'. 
and ha])py in winning mneh for others. He seems to linve 
considered his wonderfnl agility as a circumstance from Avhich 
In* denh’tid great glory. . 

Ill p(n’son he avhs tall and thin, about five fciot nine inches 
high, very strong downAAmrds, AA'ell calculated for Aval king, and 
rather of a salloAV complexion ; in disposition he Avas mild and 
gcidh', and 2>ossessed many A'aliiahle qiialifications. In diet lie, 
Avas somewhat iiarticular, as he predurred light food ;'In* ah- 
slaiued from licpiur, but on his journey made use of brandy ; 
and Avlieii traA'elling, the dela3'he met AV'ith <at the inns, foi- he 
had ])artlcnlar liours for taking ndreshnumt, (d'ten (diagrinod 
him. iS'o Avon dor, indeed, if, on this account, lu^ had often lo.-t 
his Avagers. TT(* alloAved himself but five hours rest, Avhich took 
]dace from eh-Amn o’clock at night. 

In 1790, he. aa^is. suddenly takmi ill, and died on the 1.1th of 
.Ajwil, at his apartments in NeAv Tun, in rather indigent cir¬ 
cumstances, for, mdwithstanding his Avondmliil feats, aiid th(>. 
means he had of attaining Avealtli, lAoverty Avas the constant 
eoinpanion of his travels through life, even to the hour of his 
death. The faculty attributed the cause of his sudden disso¬ 
lution to th'(‘ great exertions of his last journey to York, for 
being determined to complete it in h;ss tiim^ than ever, bo 
])robably cxceedtid and forced his strength. In the afternoon 
of the .92nd, his remains Avere brought, according to his own 
riapiest. to the burying ground of St. Faith, St. Paul’s.Church' 
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yard. The funeral was charactcrLstirally a one, fi-oni 

New Inn, tlirough Fleet Street, and up Ludgate 11 ill. The 
lollowers were twenty, on foot, in black gowns, and after thoni 
came tliree mourning coaches. The attendants Arere all mini of 
respectability; the ceremony was conducted with much decency, 
and a very great cpnconrse of people attended. He was buric'd 
iu‘arly under tKe only tree in the church-yard. His age*, A\hich 
was fifty-nine ycai’s, was inscribed on liis coffin. 


Toby, 

A Bigging fm^Dsior, 

impostor, whose real name is unknown, frequented 
tlie streets of London in the early part of the present 
century, and lived upon the credulity of the too charitable 
metropolis, in which place ho was only known by the familiar 
appellation of Toby. Ho was a negrp, and dining a passage 
Iroiii Beriuuda to Memel, Avdiile on board a merchantman, lost 
all his toe.s; this accident was, liowoveh, of great. service, by 
rendering him an object of pity and compassion, during his 
daily perambulations. 

The use of his own language was also of great help to him, 
in fixing the attention of passengers, and a great indiLcemejit 
to many to extend their charity to this apparently distressed 
stranger; indeed, he loft no method untried to work U})on the 
various dispositions of those he supplicated. Very often he 
Avould preach to the spectators gathered round liim, and some¬ 
times Avould amuse another soit of auditors with a song; and 
when begging, lie always appeared almost bent double, as if 
with excesshe jjaiii and fatigue. But when his day’s business 
was done, he laid aside all constraint and walked upright; 
and at tUe beggars’ meeting there was not a more jovial mem¬ 
ber than he. From these midnight revels be adjourned to a 
miserable lodging, from which in the morning he again sallied 
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forth in quest of those credulous persons, wlio ■will ever he 
found in so extensive a jinetropolis as London. 

In this way passed many years of the life of Toby, until, the 
indiscriminating hand of .death enatched lum froni a state 
which he had so dong abused and deg^ed, s 


Joseph Boruwlaski, 

The Polish. Dwarf^ 

A STBIKINGr proof, if any ^ere wanted, that the modifl- 
cations of human natdre are dependent' on circum¬ 
stances which have hitherto eluded? all investigation, is afforded. 
]iy the celebrated dwarf, Boruwlaski. To soundness of under¬ 
standing, quickness of apprehension, and solidity of judgment, 
Boruwlaski united that fascinating ease and elegance of deport- 
incnt which can only be acquired by intercourse >vith the highest 
classes of polished society, an advantage whicli his uncommonly 
diminutive size, during the whole course of his life, ne\’ev 
failed to procure him. 

Joseph Boruwlaski, commonly called Count Boruwlaski, was 
born in the vicinity of Chaliez, in Polish Russia, in November, 
1739. His parents were of the middling size, and had a family 
of six children, five sons and one, daughter. In consequence 
of one of those freaks of Nature for which it is impossible to 
account, tliree of the sons, when full grown," exceeded tin; 
middle stature, while the other two, and the daughter, only 
attained that of children at the age of four or five years. Tlio 
eldest son, born in 1728, reached the height of three feet six 
inches: he possessed a healthy constitution, and uncommon 
strength and •vigour for his size. Having lived a long time 
with the CasteJlaiie Inowloska, his conduct was such as to gain 
her esteem, and finding that his ability and good sense -were 
not inferior to his integrity, she at length intrusted him with 
the stewardship and management of her affairs. The second 
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son was of a weak and delicatie frame ; he died at the age of 
twent^-flix^ being at that time five feet ten inches high. Joseph 
was the tlurd child, and thMe that came after him were alter¬ 
nately tall and abort. Hia sister died of the small-pox at 
twenty'^tTfto, when die wabno mere tha^ two feet two inches in 
height, ’ 

At the moment of iyo$ej»h*a birth, there was every reason to 
believe that he would be extremely short, ^ he measured only 
eight inches, l^totwithataaduig ^ ^hshmtitive siae, he was 
neither weak hor puny: • on' the contrary, his mother, who 
suckled him he^lf, frequently declared that none of her chil¬ 
dren gave her less trouble. He Walked, and was able to speak, 
at about the same age as,'other* infants^ and his progressive 
growth was as fdlows: at one :;^ear, fourteen inches; at six, 
seventeen inches,i attWi, twehty-one inches; at fifteen, twenty- 
five inches; at twenty, twentyimght inches; at tWcnty-fiA e, 
thirty-five inches; at thirty, thirty-nine inches. At this size 
he remained fixed, without hating .since increased one-eighth 
of an inch. Some naturalists have maintained that dwarfs 
continue to grow during the whole of their lives, but the false¬ 
hood of this assertion is proved by the example of Joseph 
lioruwlaski and that of his brotlier, viho both grew till the age 
of thirty, and tlicu ceased to increase in stature. 

The young Boruwlaski had i?earcely entered his eighth year, 
when his father died, leaving bis widow with six children, and 
a very small portion of the favours of fortune. Before this 
event the Starostina de Caorlitz, a female friend of Madame 
Boruwlaski, had often manifested great affection for Jose'jjli, 
and solicited his parents to commit his education to her care. 
She now availed herself of the embarrassed circumstances of 
the family to repeat her o^ers to his mother, who, consulting 
only the happiness of her child, consented with pain to the 
separation. 

The lady accordingly took him to her estate, which was not 
far distant from the residebce of his mother. For four years 
she fulfilled with smbpulous fidelity the charge she li^d under¬ 
taken ; the conduct of the proUgi was such as to secure her 
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attaclimcnt,^ and lie ap 2 )eared to bo fixi'd with her for ever, 
wh(;n an luiexiiected. circumstance changed his situation, llis 
patroiioss, a lady of , |^rge' fortune, 'im a wido,w, wlio, tliongh 
not young,, still posae^d,-a considerable poftiion of personal 
elianiis. The Count ^amow,'wlj56se affaira; had brought 
him into the ne^1k^;^c^'d, paid his ^^dresses to her, and 
prevailed upon hetjio. her inon^ after 

their maniage, herself preg¬ 
nant. On this hHjpJiy couple received the congra- 

tidations , of'all tkmr. fiiisnds the 'Test, of the 

Countess Hmniesjth-i That ;My, dist|h)^ished for her birth, 
her wealth, and pqrsonaC'accomplishincntSi'^^1^^ con¬ 

tiguous to that df .tjie. 'Starosiana, .at whose house she had fre¬ 
quently seen the young Boruwlaski, lind ha^, ollen declared 
how delighted she .should be to. take hin^^with 'her to. Warsa\r. 
J)i*ing one day \vitli the Count apd Coiintess.. de /rariiou’, she 
took an opportunity of ,turiungihe conVersaUoh ’te the dangers 
to which pregnant feiaales^are’'exposed, and asked the Count 
v'hether hfi was not und6r sdnie, apprehensions for .liis lady, 
from Boruwlaski being.cohtmually in'her sight, and whether 
h(' was not afraid lest this ciroumstanco inight affect the child 
of which she was pregnant. Perceiving that what she said 
made a considerable impression, she' adduced a gi-eat mimijia- 
of facts calculated to increase their uneasiness. She conchuled 
with advising them to part with their little friend, (offering, at 
tlnj same time,- to take him under her pfotectioh, and promising- 
that she would endeavour to make him liaiipy. Whether this 
a(l\ ice was given with sincerity, or wais the result of the Coun- 
t(‘ss’s (lesii-e to have Boruwlaski about her person, it is impos- 
,sibl(' to decide. It produced, however, the effect she wLslied, 
and, with his consent, he-was tninsferrcd by his former hene- 
faetors to tlui Countess Humieska. ' 

AVith her he departed in h few.days for her estate at Eychty, 
in Eondolia, where they stayed six months. Having formed a 
design of making the tour of Germany and France, the Coun¬ 
tess resoh'ed to make him the companion of her tmvehs, and 
after some necessary i^reparations, he set out ^vith lu'r at the 
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a"c of fifteen for Vienna. , Here lie had llie honour of heing’ 
])ref<entcd to the empress-qiieeh, Maria Theresa, -wIk) 
pleased to say, tha,t he far exceeded all the accounts she had 
heard of him, and that he was., ohe.astonishin,^^ 
beings she had'ever hfehcld. J>rm<iess was at this 

lieriod at-war iyith’i'the King of .Praasiafahd Boruwlasln being 
one day in 'Fhen-her comph- 

nie.uting her n%a yictdiy .ohtaihed hy tlie emprc's.s 

iisked him his opinion of ^the Brhsisiah moMreh, “ Madain;’ 
replied he,. “I have not tlie ^hoiir-^ Iniplsr Mm; but were I 
in his place, instead ..of'wa^gj^janrti^eiess war. again you, .li 
would come to Vienna, ahd ^pay my respects to .you, deeming 
it a thousand tMieS. mofC' glprio^ to gain yonr esteem and 
friendship, thaH'to obtain the most complete victories over j oin- 
troops.” Her rttjgesty, who. sebmed highly delighted at,this 
re]ily, caught BoruwUski in her arms, and told • his patroness 
that she thought her reiy happy- in hdving such a pleasing 
companion in her travels. ' • 

On another occasion, when, according to her desire, he Inid 
pm-formed a Polish dance in the presence pf this som-oign, she 
took him on her lap, caresi^ed him', and askfed him, among 
many other questions, what .he thought most enrious and in¬ 
teresting at Vienna. He answered, that he had seen in that 
city many things worthy of a-traveller’s admiration, but no¬ 
thing seemed so extraordinary as what ho at that moment 
beheld. “And what is that?” inquired her majesty. “To 
s<!e so little a man on the lap of so great a womiin,” repliinl. 
Boruwlaski. This answer procured him fresh caresses, “'ho 
empress wore a ring, on which was her cipher in brilliants, < I’ 
the most exquisite workmanship. His hand being accidentally 
in hei-s, he seemed to be looking attratively at the. ring, wliieii 
she percei-N-ing, asked whether the cipher'was ])retty. “I beg 
your majesty’s pardon,” replied Boruwlaski, “ it is not the ring 
tluit I am looking at, but the hand, which I beseech 3 ..our per¬ 
mission to kiss.” With these words he raised it to his lip,«. 
The. empress seenred highly pleased at this litth) speyimeu of 
gallantry, and would have presei.tcd him witii the ring which 
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gave occasion to it, but as it was much too Urge, sho called a 
young lady, five 'or years old, who was then in the apart¬ 
ment, and taking a vary (^mond from her finger, put it 
»)n lloniwUsId’s. ypijhg'lad;^ was the unfo^unate Maria 
Antoinette, afteoiraj:^ 6^ jPra^w; iWid# as may be 

easily imagined, Soxiwbisii has ppesaarve4 this jewel with reli¬ 
gious care. ^, t' ^ J 

The kind noiiee smpjels psehcpred hha the itttcntion 
of her whole eoflit', 4nd/tl^,l»3ia'r|Ded kindness of Pnnce Kaunitz 
IV as partieulatly his::fi9elmgS, So fhr, however, from 

b('ing sedrtoed by the fivoet# beste^red-onhim, or the pleasures 
piocurod him, l^mvJaekiHtas eomet^fis oppro4>sed by sensa¬ 
tions of the most p^infhl hind, consiaone thst he was only 
l()()\('d upon by others as a puppet, a little naijfe perfect, it is 
true, and better organised thap they commonly* are, but at any 
late, as nothing better.than'Sn gjoimated toy*,. 

During a residence of six mopths at Vienna, the Countess 
Huinie&ka availed herself of\hc opportunity to have her little 
(hargo instructed in dancing by M. Angelini, the ballet-mastf'r 
to the court, who afterwards obtained such celebrity by his 
extraordinary professional talents and his taste for literature. 
'I'hough Boruwlaski had not time to improve himself as much 
as he wished, yet his benefaotr^s could not forbear testifying 
her satisfaction at the progress ho had made. 

Fiom the Austrian metropolis the travellers proceed(‘d to 
]\Iunioh, wliere they were most graciously loceived by the 
J^lcclor of Bavaria, and where the Countess’s little comp.viiioii 
ex( iled no le.ss curiosity than he had done at Vienna. 'Diey 
next repaired to Luneville, at that time the rcsideaioe of Stain^- 
l.ui') Leezinski, the dethroned King of Poland, who, as a com 
I>en'!atiuii for the Polish crown, hatl been put in possession of 
the Dukedoms of Lorraine and Bar. 

f 

By this venerable monarch, the travellers were received with 
his accustomed bounty and affability, and borog of his own 
(oiiiitry, they-wore, by his order, lodged in his palace. With 
tliis 2 ^rinco lived the famous B 6 be, who was till then coiisidaed 
the most extraordinary dwarf that was ever seen. 
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From Luneville Boruwlaski proceeded witli kis benciactrchij 
to the gay metropolis of Fraiiec, where they were received in 
the most flattering manner by the herself a native of 

Poland and daughter of King St«ni^^S. At this time Count 
UginsH' gisand, geaj^, of Litlinani% f'esided at Paa-is, and 
showed pfr^l^aflhc ,regai^ for Bornwhieki* K® even carried his 
complaiseinoe^^ijht ^,to teach ^hhnthe -^dimonts of music, 
and conceiving Ifijsdi, his pnpiji that art, Im j)re- 

vailed on tin? »Od|infl^s Huipji(a6ka,'t&‘eiigag^ for his master the 
celebrated Qayini^,,w)io,tn5^tl^ td'play on the guitar, an 
amusement which has'Hndef solaced Mm' in moments of 
trouble and ingiiiettidie. ‘ 

Count Oginaki took a gre^t pleasure in having his little 
couiitryman neax him.' One day when he gave a grand enter¬ 
tainment to several ladies of liigh distinction^ hepntBoruM lashi 
into ail um plaoed on the nniddle of the table. Ho said that 
lie would treat theni with an’extraordmary dish, but forbearing 
for a considerable time to uncover the um, tlie ctuiosity of tlie 
company was excited to the .higbi*st pitch. At lengtli tin* 
cover was removed, and otit sprung Byruwlaski to the no small 
astonishment and diversioh of the ladies, w'ho did not at firht 
know him. 

Our travellers passed more than a year at Paris, in all tlio 
pleasures which tliat capital afforded. They were visited and 
entertained by all the principal nobility and persons of opulence. 
Among the rest, Bouret, the farmer-general, so renovvm'd 
for hi.s .ambition, his excesses, and his extravngancie.<?, gav(> an 
(mtertahimeiit, and to sliowthat it wa.s in honour of BoruwladJ, 
he caused every thing, even the plate, the kuivc.s, forks, and 
spoons, to be proportioned to his size. The ortolans, becatico'., 
and other small game^of that land, of which the cntertainincnt 
entirely consisted, were served up On dishes adapted to tlnir 
dunen.sioii.s. 

Having first'cxebangod the frivolous levity of France for tin* 
phlogmaiic sedateness of Holland, the Countess Humic.ska re¬ 
turned with her little companion through Germany to Warsaw. 
He was preceded in tliat capital by the reputation li(> had ae- 
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tHiiu'd at Paris no small poition of tliat gracetiil ease and 
})()'iten(*ss, whicli give such cliiums to the moat common things; 
ho liad the satisfaction of hndhig tliat his comp£m\ mis ooiu-toil, 
not merely as an object'of ciniosity) but for the ploasuro of Ins 
ooiivorsation. " 

Poiinvlaski bfid now luttained the age of twen^-^five; ho 
lifgan to feel new enjotiotlg, wjbich are in geitial experienced 
.it a much earlier period of life. Love ilid not disdain the oon- 
(j[uest of his little heart Mie^bVcarae enamoured of an actrash, 
belonging to the company'of French eoiuedians at Warsaw. 
Having procured an inttodtretion to his misttess, he mustered 
.•nilicient oouiage to declare his passion, and for aome tiim' ivjw 
lu)i)])y in the belief that she cherished similat sentiments tin 
wards him. He devoted to her every moment that he could 
witli decency stcab from the iliity imposed upon Mm by tin* 
bounty of Ms bonofacti’ess, making his little excursions when 
he was sujiposi'd to bo asleep, for which pwpose he was obliged 
to bribe the porter ^^ld the servant by whom he was attemb'^l. 
This intrigue, however, was not of lung continuance ; ho .soon 
fmnd that it was a subject of public not6riety, that his charmer, . 
ivhom he tliought most interested hi Secivcy, o])enly laughed 
at his passion, and th« tumultuous emUtiOns she had excited lu 
his bosom. Tliis discovery completely overwlielmod him, Ijy 
Inmibling his pride; he loved sincerely, and imagined that lu' 
was fainceroly belotcd, and it was not ■without extreme mm lili- 
c.ation that he now* .saw the illusion dispelled. 

Put this was not the only source of pain'arising from his 
indiscretion. His patronchs being made aequaint<*d with his 
intiigiie, disrliiirgcd from her service the ])orterand the servant 
through whoso means he had been enabled to cany it on, and 
( \on Avitlulu'w her favcalr from him, till by tJie regiilaiity of 
hi ^ coudiiot he legained her kindness. 

Soon after the acce.ssion of Stanislaus 31, to the throne of 
I’ol.ind, JJoruwiaski had the honour to be iireseuted to his 
majestv, who look great notice of him, bestowed on him tlm 
most unequivocal marks of his bounty, and honoured him for 
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ii.ftiiy ycftiy after he had quitted his ualue country with hi; 
1)011 icular protection. 

About this lime Boruwlaski lost his sister Anastasia. She 
was seven years younj'er than hituself^ anti so short that sIh* 
could stand under his arm. If sHjb was romarhahlo foj’ tin- 
smallness of hjfir person, and the pjiiifectly regular propoition 
of het sh«ipe,'she ’t^ras still more distinguished hy the quali tit's 
of her heart, aflid the gentleness of her diapowtion. Tlie Cas 
tt'llane Kathiijfiha, a very rich hidjjr, ,who had tahen ht'r into 
lu'r house, esfcpyessed for her the rnhst unbounded tcndt'ruess, 
and Anastasia av^lod herself of this ascondency to glvatify tlm 
generous feelings of her heart, ’twenty, Anastasia was in 
lo\e ; and with so much the ipore passion, as lior aitarhmoit 
was grounded only on the pleasure of contributing to the ha])- 
piness of its ohjoet. Her inclination was soon pcrcciwd' hy 
lier henefactro'^s, who ^liallwnged her witli it; and her inyt* 
nuoiib and leeling lienrt was far from couconliiig thes(‘ntiju(*nis 
‘witJi which a young otiiccr, who frequented the house, iiad in¬ 
spired her. Though of a good family, he 'was not ricli; tin's 
i\iiu.stabia knew, and endeavouring to find means to serve liim 
without hurting liis delicacy, she contrived to engage him to 
play at pupiet with her, and generally ohligiug him ( > 
l)la,y deep, slie always took care to lose, and thus joiiiul lin- 
ph'a'Jure of doing good to that of avoiding the exprefusion (;!’ his 
gi aiituilc. It is impossible to say how far her seu'-ibility \t ouhl 
hav e earned her, had she not been seized with the i-mall pox 
during an excursion to Leo]ioldstadt. The disease hatllcd all 
tlie powers of art, and in two days she expu'ed with tlu* ulmo’t 
tranquillity and composure. This event made such a dc(']» ini- 
jiression on her patroness, that for many (lays her health was 
iu danger; she would notsulfer the name of iier deaj* i\na,l,isia 
to be mentioned, nor her hrotlier to visit hei‘, lest liis ])U'hu( e 
should revive her aHliction. 

Boruwlaski continued, meanwhile, to bask in the sunshine of 
the Countess Tlumieska’s favour, through wiio.^e mean-' be en¬ 
joyed universal cousideratiuu and ngaul. But, at the .ce ot 
ioity, love again interposed to disturh Ids hai))»ines>. Ills 
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patroness !iad taken ii^to the'.house, as a companion, a young 
lady named-Jsaiiaa desicfetwied from French parents 

settled at WirsaTfL hiOT sjparklmJ.'ey^, and the 

elegance of h^r fiyst sights ah ihdejtiMe imprefi- 

siou on'his 
testations of 
TOth ridienk,; 

his suit.wi’fli ^ _ 


^";^^o’k>oner 
Lts, than 


she remonsttatbd,.ivih::hl|ti^S^^,cg^;;^.:ib^ "to 

reason. Vinf.Tio■. .i.. 


K#; STO^nts, she 
was 


id'Continucd 


reason, hut as he),«paxd 
directed him:t6''hh ebh 'd 
'blit the 

i>nn«r JW'tHMlunu cu 

ohstinate'ih' liis resoii^ib^ house, 

M'ith the ipjiiiietiph.Bftver to ;^fei1lit&i.hom6 to 

her parents. * 

lurned adrift in tho,^oi|,d,^^ii^opt.jiiB|ttp^^‘<j!r?'^es^^ 
any kind, 

nieiit howt6-p,joc^<S»^';''Se^%ch^^ id^% apidyiiig . 

to the Idhg’ff brother,' Fmce.-dWitiS;^^ had alw^'s taken a ' 
particalair'in^®$fc in his 'a'^ffs.;J ^^p^j^nce,-M liis, 
situation, .?ecQfemeaded;h^‘iso|?^^j^'|o;,^ tliat his 
niiijf’sty proi^gyAohi^e-lfc I" ' 



happy. It is not iimp^obabr^^%t-he? in a 

great measure determined by the piiospwt dfthe royaj^fevour, as 
well as J)y the apiirehension that she should never have a better 
olFer, since their amour had bec(?pa 0 ;^the'piibjic taJlc of the city.' 
Be this as it may, the femg approved tipsettled an 
annuity of pne hundred ducatsion the jhif^pyBoruwlaskL '', 

It was not long before; ho; favours 

would scarcely be sufficient for the support Of Himseif and his 
wife, who, to the great astonishment of ^Vij^ri^ed him, withip 
six weeks after their mamage^ that ho >4s'destihod to be a 
father. ..This intelligence only served’ to increase .ids .hnidety 
relative to their future subastenee. It was absoZut% neces* 
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sary to take some step to improve his finances, and his pairoiis 
suggested that a second visit to the courts of.Eutope could not 
faU of answesring the pi^rpose, and Of proousdng him the raoaus 
of leading, on his retuin, a Kfe ^^ ease and tranquillity. 
Seduced & *B|oha'daa^ing pro6pe<4 ho ,hniuediateJy adopted 
the idtoaj'applied hntt ^ 'Convenient can-iiigo, 
and of^^)^4»meliidaition, ho left 

Warsaw-. 

At circurostauco 

obliged sAilTOfiifiijhIbat 0%, where, after r 

long indi!^|»|ii«^^')||^e delitei^^^w^^st child, a giil. 
On her they arrivc'd 

on the pjSleitunate^lf for ^oruwlasld 

death had J|ulc^K%hl^ti£d idustiiotfs |>alirone6s, Maiia 

Theresa, and edwow' pervaded the whole city. IJe 

expmienOi^; !^ilhwWr'st^o marks of benevolence from 
Prince Kauiite aemtIra former visit, ar^d became acquainted 
with the jfetash' sanhls^sador, ^ Rohorf J^trrsy Keith, who 
was the principal cause his subi^e^uent Voyage to England. 
After giving a concert, whidh was attended by.4mo8t all the 
nobility of Vionna, he left ^hat petropoKs, provided with letters 
of recommendation tq manyjjtmces of Germany. 

The next place He Visited Vas Proshurg,’ the capital of Hun¬ 
gary, whence he prcw^ieeded to Linz. Sere he gafVe a concert, 
for which Count 'Ifhierheim, governor of Lower Austria, and 
fion-in-law to Prineb Kaunita, lent his badd of musiedan^. 
During the performance, the young Countess, then between hix 
and seven years of age, never took her eyes off Boruwlaski, and 
Avhon it was over, she ran to her father, earnestly entreating 
him to buy the little man for her. “ But what would you do 
with him, my dear 1’* said the Count. “Besides,” added he, 
“ we have no apartment for him.”—“Never mind that, papa,” 
replied the child with the greabst simplicity, “I will hcep him 
in mine; I will take the utlnost care of him, having the pl<m- 
sure of dressing and adorning him, and of loading hijn wit Ii 
caresses and dainties.” 

After visiting Teschen, hfunich, and other places, wlier(' ho 
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'wa'? in a very flattoiing manner, by the most dihtiu- 

Liii^'hed perwnmgea, he proceeded to Trierbdorif, the residence 
<•!' Ilie Ma]-grav(* of ^spach, where his leception exceeded 
t \ cT ytliiiig ho had yet expeaienped. Through the recommend¬ 
ation of the cele])rated,jWch actress, MademoiseillO Glaivnn, 
tlie Margrave was so strongly yiteresteddfl his beHsOf, that lie 
loaded him with favours,' ftud ev©& ^ |a:dvide for his 

iiifant daughter, whoiSft hO Upon parents to leave 

heldiid in his care.^ 

On his dc']-»artuye fromTriei^oj^, BornwW'hi^a^ed rapidly 
tin Oiigh Piaukfort, Menia,^^ and to Strashurg, and 

ilu'n directing his course to^Brnssehf and vstend? embarked for 
!>.i gland. Ate a tomi*esluo«s passage of four days, dming 
A\lu<]i the vessel lost her niMts and sails, he landed witli his 
vil\‘at Margate, 4 nd after a few days, set out fhr London, 
wIktc he arrived without accident. ,. 

lie had brought with him'a number cd recotmnendatoiy 
leltc^r^ to many 'of the first nobility, and immediately made use 
of those dii-ected to liho Duke and Duchess of Devon&liire. In 
tho^e illustrious characters, the little ■fitrangcr found the most 
.zealous ])rotectors. As he was ignorant of the language', and 
ti(»m that circumstance could scarcely provide for his wants, 
llu' Duchess gave orders tliat a comfortablo lodging shmdd Ite 
]>i’ocure(l him at her expense, and being informed that his wife 
Avas ill. she sent Dr, Walker’to attend her. The first visit of 
that g<‘ntlemaa was rather diverting. The Duchess had jiot 
apiui/ied him wluit kind of man it was whose wife she had 
d( siied Imn to attend, and on entering the apartment, Ik* took 
IJotuuIaski for a didd.' Ho approaclied tlie patient’s hed, and 
nK|uiied into her case, on which Boruwlaski began to thank 
linu, ajul to recommend his wife tdlps care. As the tone of 
llie Aoice was so much above the stature of the person before 
him, ho was at loss to couceivo whence the words address(*d 
to him proceeded. Perceiving the doctor’s embarrassment, 
Madame liornwlaski informed him who it was; but he could not 
})(‘.siu'Ied that such a diminutivB being was a man, or that 
he was capable of uttering such sounds as he had just lieard. 
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A slioi-t time after the arrival of Boniwhiski in Loudon, a 
Ktiii*eu{loiis giant likewise visited that metropolis. lie was 
t ight feet three or four inches high. Many persons l)fiu” (U*- 
sirous of seeing them together, the Duke and pachess of 1 )('- 
\onsJiire, accompanied by Lady Spencser, onb day took IJoruw- 
laski with them tO see the giant. Their surprise was eciuul ; 
tlu* giant rerpained epme time stle^ceji viewing the (hvuff 
with looks .of'$6toiusJmieut, and then ,stooping very low to 
present him hand, which wool^ have contained a dozen of 
the little'vieitoaf’s, made hnh a very polite eompliment. 
Had a painter be’an present, tho contirast 6f their ligm-es might 
have fnmkhed him witli the idea of an interesting picture, for 
Jjoruwlaski’s head was nearly on a level witli the gijint’s knee. 

It was not long before Boruwlaski was introduced to most of 
tli(* first characters in London, and among the rest, to the 
Prince of Wales, afterwards George the Fourth, by wliom Ik* 
was treated with the greatest affability. Ho liad soon aftei- 
wards the’honour of being introduced by the Countess of 
Egreinont to the notice of George tho’Third, his Puecu, aud 
all the junior branches of .the royal family, on the 23id of 
May, 1782. 

All the favours of his patrons were not, however, ail equate 
to the docent support of himself and his family, so that lu* 
was obliged to havo recourse not only to the expedient of sub- 
scrijitiun concerts, but likewise to that of an exhibition, fii st at 
a guinea, then at five shillings, and afterwards at half-a-ciown. 
Jt was not without considerable diflicnlty that he bocann* tv- 
coiuik'd to the idea of making an exhibition of himself, but 
as the matter in quei^tion was nOtliing less than pi o\ id mg a 
subsistence for those who were dearest to his heart, this con- 
suli'ration counterbalanced every other. In sliort, lu* nas 
obliged to avail himself of every resource, as he found it mi- 
pf)*-sible, with the utmost economy, to reduce his expense's to 
less than four or five hundred a year. 

At the beginning of the winter of 1782, be visited B.illi, 
Avheie be gave breakfasts and coneei ts. In ]?<'>.5, hew tit 1o 
Ireland, where he was particnlaily })atiomVeI ]>y tlic Loid 
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Lieutenant and his lady, and by the Duke of Leinster, Of 
that amiable nobleman, Bomwiaski often related the folla>ving 
anecdote of a circumstance to which he was himself an eye¬ 
witness. The duke passing on horseback through Dame Street, 
au unlucky servant, whose foot had slipped as he was getting 
behind a coach, fell betwCeft the }iind-whee| and the body of 
the carriage. Fortunately for the paan^ the'' dtlke was' at that 
instant near the carmge; lie alighted, "flew to tlie horses, and 
extricated the poor fellow, whom another turn of the wdicel 
would have crushed to death,' “ , ' 

In Ireland, Boruwlaski was detained longer than he had in¬ 
tended by thh illness of his Wife, who "was brought to bed in 
that country of her second child. 

On liis return,to England he passed through Liverpool, Man¬ 
chester, and Birmingham, to Oxford, where he resided a con¬ 
siderable time. At length, after an absence of thioo years, he 
returned to London in March, 178d. ■ 

Here he resumed hi,s forager system of concerts and exliihi- 
bitioiis, but neither could prevent his being involved in diffi¬ 
culties, from which he was generously relieved by bis country¬ 
woman, the Princess Lubomirfeka, who hearing that lie ivas ex¬ 
posed to the vexations of creditors, inquired the amount of his 
debts, and nobly discharged them. His mind being now re¬ 
lieved from ailxioty, he, at the rcquest'of his friends, began to 
write the histoiy of his life, which undertaking patronized 
by the Prince of Wales, and a long list of nobility. It forms 
ail octavo volume, and was published in 1788. 

An erroneous report having reached his native country, that 
he had laid out several thousand pounds in the funds, he was 
thought no longer to want the king’s favours, and his annuity 
of one hundred ducats was cut off. This circumstance is sup- 
])osed to have been the occasion of his leaving England, and 
N'isiting Poland in the year 1792. 

His absence was not of long duration ; he soon returned to 
this country, -where his exhibitions werb so successful, that he 
was enabled to save a baud.some competence, with which he 
retired to Durham there to spend the remainder of his days. 
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A nn M oo re, 

Tke Fasting Woman, 

4 ' *' 

'^HIS impostor, viha pretended she coPld live 'without food, 
yas born at BSyston, otherwise Eoslington, near Ash¬ 
bourne, in the county of Derby,-in the year 17G1. Her parents 
were poor, of the name of Peg; At the age of tweuty-seveTi slu; 
niaiTied James Moore, a labourer, from whom she soon partcsl; 
after which she had two children by Her master^ a girl and a 

1)03^ ! • ' 

About the beginning of 1807, residing then at Tutbury, a 
village in Stafibrdshirc, she first excited the public attention, 
by declaring she could live without food. An assertion so re¬ 
pugnant to reason and nature,-wns of. course rejected; she 
ihereforo olT(;red to prove the truth of her st;itement by sub¬ 
mitting to be watched for a co-nsidi-'rable time. 

In order to satisfy the public, she was rcunoyod from her 
home to the house of Mr. dackson, grocer, of the same village, 
and all the inhabitants wore invited to join in \yaldiing liei'. 
A Mr. Taylor, .surg(;ou, superintended the watching, -which 
continiuid sixteen days, during which time she -was tdlow*ed a 
lil tle -water on tlic three first days. When the watch had 
ended, she W’as removed to her o-wn house, and Mr. Taylor 
pnVdishod an account, declaring that slio had lived for thirteen 
days Avithout taking any food, liquid or solid. This account, 
so attested, was believed by numbers, W'ho flocked to .see her, 
and few visited her -without leaving some proof of their credu¬ 
lity or i')ity. By this means sho collected about £250. 

In order to give additional weight to her case, she prof(‘s,sed 
to he very religious : the Bible was laid on lier bed, a,Tid her con¬ 
versation was sufth as led the ignorant to imagine her to be a 
person of extraordinary piety. But this mask w^as tlirown off 
-svhenever she was pressed too hard by pointed oucstious from 
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tlioMM^lio .still douhtc'il. On such occasions .slie would vc'iit such 
AirLdoiit lau}j;uage as would fully evince the absence of any 
reli<*iou.s principle in her. 

As her object appeai’ed to be the acquisition of money, .she 
thought proper to assert, that since the time she ,\vas watched, 
she had not taken anything whatever.. 

Though the declaration of the persons who fdjmerly watched 
liei-, in addition to her own assertions/,had obtained eonsider- 
a])lc credit, yet there wore many who tl^ught her aii iiiipo.stoi, 
and demanded that she should be again watched ; this for sonic 
time she refused; at length, most unwillingly she consented ; 
and a committee was £prmed of the neighbouring inagi.sti’.it( s 
and clergymen. They met on Tuesday, the 20th of Apid, 
1813. And the length of time whidi they dctcrmiiusl she 
should he watched was one month. This she vehcmeutl^\ 
fused to submit 4o, but as no shorter time would .satisfy lh<* 
luedic.'il part of the committee, she at last was obhgi'd to 
assent. 

Her bed was filled with chaff, and 'the clothes examined in 
the imesencG of the committee. Tlie watch entered on tin ir 
oiliee at two o’clock on Wednesday. She received the w .U l hi*!’-, 
with as much good manners ius she was capable ef, though .she 
had been crying bitterly before they came. 

The first watch, which continued four Imurs, was begun by 
Sir Oswald Mosley and the llev. Legh llichmond, and followed 
h} aeveial other gentlemen. At the end of,sewn daw tin' puhhc 
Avas informed that she had during tlmt time taki u no food 
A\hatever. Great confidence Avas noAV expre.ssed hy her iid\o- 
cate.s, that she would endure the ordeal Avith credit. Hut wlu n 
the machine for Avoigliiug her was put und(*r the hed, it A\a>> 
found that .she lost Aveight rapidly. At last, on the* ninth day, 
.she insisted on the Avaichers quitting the room, declaring Ihtit 
she was A"ory ill, and that lu*r daughter must be sent for. Sht‘ 
was now gieatly reduced, and the watchers AAdio attended her 
weie much alarmed, lest .she should expire, and, a])piehensiAe 
of being implicated in the chai-ge of murder, they cpiitted ihe 
worn and admitted the daughter. It was thought that .she 
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coiilO not live Iavo liours longer, but after the Avatcliers liad Jell 
her, iiud tlie daughter admitted, and had administered what 
she thought proper, the mother began to recover. 

Omi remarkable circumstance was, that on Friday, the OOtli 
ol‘ Aiiril, aftrtei^j^he .watch,broke up, she desired to take a solemn 
oath tliat she*had ho^ dtiriflg the time 6he 'W:as watche(X taken 
any food wlid^vet was adtnipistered unto her. 

Tin's she did in hdpe, hbtwithstant^g all,- still to, impose ui)on 
tlie ])ublic. But tvs her 'clothes gave, evidence against her, to 
lier utter confusion, she iVaS 'bi^'iight at last to make the fol¬ 
lowing confession: •' , 

" I, Ann Moore,, of Tuthury^.humbly asking pardon of all persons 
Avhom I have attenipted to 4©ceiyo and impose upon, and above all, 
wi til the most unfeikned'sorrow and contrition, imploring the divine 
mercy and forgiveness of that God whom! hare greatly offended, do 
Tnoht .solemnly declare that I have occasionally taken sustenance for 
the lust six years. ' ' ■ 

“ Witness my hand this* fourth day of May, 1813. 

“The mark of M Anx Mooue. 

“The above declaration bf Anno Moore, was made before me, one of 
his Majosty’s Justices of the Peace for the county of Stafford. 

“ Tuoma.s Lister. 

“ Witness to the above declaration and signature of my motbor, 
Ann Moore. MaRY MOOKE.” 

This juggler Avas committed to prison in Februmy, 181G, for 
ful.^fJy eolleeting money under the pjvtence of cliarity. »Siuco 
tin's it is unkuoAVii what hecauio of licr, and the iiamo of Auu 
Moore is only remembered as that of an impostor of the .vilest 
description. 





Floram. Marehand, 

The Great Water-Spouter. 

TN tho siirDiner of 1650, a- Frf^chman. named Floram Mar- 
chand was brought over from Tours to London, who pro¬ 
fessed to be able to “ turn yater into >pne, and at his vomit 
render not only the tincture, but the strength and smell of 
several wines, and several waters.” - He learnt the rudiments 
of this art from Bloise, an Itahan, who not long before was 
questioned by Cardinal Mazarin, who threatened him witli all 
the miseries that a tedious imprisonment could bring uiion him, 
unless he would discover to him by what art he did it. Illoise, 
startled at the sentence, and fearing the event, made a full 
confession on these terms, that the Cardinal would communicate 
it to no one else. 

From this Bloise, Marchand received all his instruction ; and 
finding his teacher the more sought after in France, he came 
by the advice of two English friends to -England, where the 
trick was new. Here—^the cause of it being utterly unknown 
—^lie seems for a time to have gulled and astonished the public 
to no small extent, and to his great profit. 

Before long, however, the whole mystery was cleared up by 
his two friend.s, who had probably not received tho .'^harc', of 
the profits to which they thought themsolvos entitled. Their 
souKiwhat circumstantial account nips as follows ;— 

“To prepare his body for so har’dy a task, before ho makes 
his appoaraiicc on the stage, he lakes a pill about tho quantity 
of a hazel nut, confected with the gall of an heifer, and Avlicat 
flour baked. After which.he drinks privately in his chamber 
four or live pints of luke-waim water, to take all the foulness 
and slime from his stomach, and to avoid that loathsome spe,<> 
tacle which otherwise would make thick the water, and oflend 
the eye of the observer. 

“ In the first place ho presents you with £i pail of lukewaim 
cr, an<l sixteen glasses in a basket, but you are to under- 
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staiul that every morning he hoils two ounces of Brazil thin- 
sliced in three pints of running water, so long till the whole, 
strength and colour of the Brazil is exhausted : of this he drinks 
half a pint in liis private chamber before he comes on the stage : 
you are also to understand, that he neither eats nor drinks in 
the morning on those days when he comes on the stage, the 
cleansing pill and water only excepted; but in the evening 
will make a very good supper, and eat as much as two or three 
other men who have not their stomachs so thoroughly purged. 

“ Before he presents himself to the spectators, he v'ashes all 
his glasses in the best white-wme vinegar he can procure. 
Coming nn the stag(^, he alwa3’^s washes his first glass, and 
i’ins(\s it two or three times, to take away the strength of the 
vinegar, that it may in no wise discolour the com2)lexion of 
■what is ropre.se,nted to be wine. 

“ At his first entrance, he drinks four and twenty glasses of 
hike-warm •water, the first vomit he makes the water seems to 
be a full deep claret: you are to obs(u*ve that his gall-j)ill in 
the morning, and so many glasses of hike-warm water after¬ 
wards, ■will force him into a sudden capacity to vomit, which 
vomit upon so much warm water, is for the most part so vio¬ 
lent on liim, that he. cannot forbear if he ■would. 

“ You are again understand that all that comes from him 
is rt'd of itself, or has a tincture of it from the first brazil water ; 
but by degrees, tlie more ■water he drinks, as on every new 
trial he drinks as many glasses of ■water as his stomach will 
contain, the water that comes from him will grow paler and 
]>aler. Having then made his essay on claret, and proved it to 
be of the same, complexion, he again drinks four or live glass(*s 
of th<‘. luke-wariii -water, and' brings foith claret and beer at 
once into two sevei’al glasses : now you arc to observe that the 
glass which appears to lie claret is rinsed as hefore, but the 
beer glass not i-insed at all, but is still moist -with the white- 
■wiue vinegar, and the first strength of the Brazil water being 
lost, it makes the water which he vomits np to be of a more 
2)ale colour, and much lilce our English b(“er. 

“ He then begins his rouse again, and drinks u]) fifteen or 
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KixttHni glassi-s of luke-warm water, Avliicli tlio ]):ul will plenti¬ 
fully afford liini: lie will now kring you iip the ])alc Cur- 
gundiaii 'wine, wliicli, tliougli more faint of complexion than 
the claret, lie will tell you is the jmrest wine in Christendom. 
The strength of the Brazil water, •which ho took immediately 
ht'fore liis appearance on the stage, gi’ows fainter and fainter. 
This glass, lilce the first glass in which he brings foilh his 
clarc't, is washed, the better to represent the colour of the winc 
therian. 

“ The next lie diinks comes forth sack from him, or accord¬ 
ing to that complexion. Here h6 does not wash his glass at 
all; for the strength of the vinegar must alter what is left of 
the complexion of the Brazil water, which he took in the morn¬ 
ing before he appeared on the stage. 

“ You arc alw^ays to remember, that in the interim, he v^ill 
commonly diink up four Or five glasses of the hike-warm wat''r, 
the better to provoke his stomach to a disgorgement, if tlm 
first rouse will not sciwe tuni. He will now (for on every dis¬ 
gorge he •will bring you foith a new colour), he will now pr('- 
s(!nt you with white wine. Here also he will not was^i his 
glass, which (according to the vinegar in which it was washed) 
will give it a colour like it. You are to understand,'that when 
he gives you the colour of so many wiuos, he jiover ivaslies llie 
ghis.s, hut at his first evacuation, the strength of the vinegar 
being no •wise compatible with the colour of the Bi-azil water. 

“ Having performed this task, he will then give you a show 
of rose-water ; and this indeed, he doe.s so cunningly, that it is 
lud the show of rose-water, hut rose-water itself. If you ol)- 
serve him, you will find that either behind the pail Avher{^ his 
hilve-wann Avatcr is, or behind the basket in which his glasse.s 
are, ho Avill lu'ivo on purpose a glass of rnsiJ-AA-ater ])repar('d for 
him. After he has taken it, he Avill make the sju-ctators In.'- 
lievc that he. drank nothing but the luke-w-aviu wafer out of 
the pail : but lu; saves the rose-Avatcr in the gla.'^s, and holding 
his hand in an indirect Avay, the pi'ophj bcli(n-(‘, observing the 
Avater dropping from his iingews, tlird it is nothing but tlie 
Avater oAit of the j)ail. After tl^is he aaiH drink four or five 
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glasser; more out of tlio puil, and then coniefs up tlie, rose-water, 
to the admiration of the behohlerts. You are to understand, 
tliat the heat of his body ■working -with his rosc-watei- givt's a 
full and fragrant smell to all the water that comes from him as 
if it Avere the same. 

“ The sjmetators, confused at the novelty of the sight, and 
looldng and smelling on the w'ater, immediately he takes the 
ojjportnnity to convey into his hand another glass; and this is 
a glass of Angelica water, -which stood prepared for him ladiind 
the. })ail or l)asket, w'hich liaving drunk oft’, and it being fiir- 
Iherod Avith four or five glasses of lukc-warm Avatcr, out (-omes 
the evacuation, and brings AAuth it a perfect smcdl of the Ange¬ 
lica, as it Avas in the rose-Avater above specified. 

“ To conclude all, and to shoAV you what a man of might he 
is, he has an instrument made of tin, ■Avdiich he puts betAveen 
his lip.s and teeth ; this instrument has three several pijics, out 
of which, his ariiis a-kimbo, and putting forth himself, lie Avill 
tlu ovv forth water from him in three pipes, the distance of four 
or fi\'o yards. This is all clear Avater, Avhich he does A\dt]i so 
much port and such a floAving grace, as if it Avero his master- 

pI('C(*, 

Ho has been Invited by divers gentlemen and personages ot 
liuiiour to make the like evacuation in miUc, as he made a sem- 
hhuice in Avine. You are to understand that then ho goes into 
another room, and drinks tAA^o or three pints of milk. On Ids 
return, Avhich is ahvays speedy, he goes first to his jiail, and 
afterivards to his vomit. The milk Avhicli comes from him 
looks curdled, and shows like curdled milk and drink. If tluire 
ho no milk ready to be had, he Avill excuse himself to his s]»ec- 
tators, and make a large promise of what he Avill perform the 
next day, at AAdiicli time being sure to have milk enough to 
servo his turn, he Avill perform his promise. 

“ His inillc he always drinks in a AvithdraAving room, that it 
may not be discoA’^ered. for that would be too apparent, nor has 
he any other rdiift to evade the discerning tiye of the oljservcrs. 

“ It is also to bo considered that he never comes on tin? 
stage (as he does sometimes three or four times in a day) but 

9 
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lie first driiilfs tlie Brazil water, without which lie can do no¬ 
thing at all, for all that conics from him has a tincture of the 
red, and it only varies and alters according to the ahundance 
of Avater which he takes, and the strength of the Avhite-wine 
viiH'gar, ill Avhich all tlie glasses are Avashed.” 


I wvw^ 


Jane Lewson, 

An Eccentric Old Lady, 

TV/T ES. LEWSON (commonly called Lady Lewsoi^, from her 
very eccentric manner of drsss) was born in the year 
1700 , in Essex Street in the Strand, of reputable parents of 
the name of Vaughan, and was manied at an early age to 
]\Ir. LoAvson, a wealthy gentleman, then living in the house', in 
Avliich she died. She became a widow at the age of twenty- 
six, having only one daughter living at the time. hlrs. LeAvson 
lieing loft by her husband in aflluent circumstances, prefej-i ed 
to continue single, and remained so, altliough she had liiany 
■suitors. When her daughter married, being left alone, sIk' 
became fond of retirement, and- rarely went out, or permitted, 
the visits of any person. For the last thirty yt'ars of her lib* 
■she kept no servant, except oim old female, Avho ditsl after a 
servitude of tAveiity years, and Avas succeeded- by her grand¬ 
daughter, who maiTying shortly after, Avas replaced by an old 
man, Avbo attended the diftereiit houses in the .square to go on 
errands, clean shoes, <fec. Mrs. LcAVSon took this man into lu'r 
house, and he acted as her steward, butler, cook and house¬ 
maid ; and, AAdth the exception of two old lap-dogs and a cat, 
ho was her only companion. The house she occupied Avas 
large, and elegantly furnished, hut very ancient: the beds were 
Icept constantly made, although they had not been slept in for 
about thirty years. Her apartment being only occasionally 
sAvept out, but never Ava>shed, the windows Avere so crusted with 
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dirt that they iiardly admitted a ray of light. She used to tell 
her acquaintance, tliat, if the rooms Avcrc wetted, it inigiit ho 
the occasion of her catching cold ; and as to cleaning the win- 
doArs, slie observed, that many accidents happened through 
that ridiculous practice : the glass might be broken, the person 
might be wounded, and the expense would fall upon her to 
repair them. A large garden in the rear of the house AA-as the 
only thing she paid attention to ; this was always kept in good 
order; and here, when the weather ponnitted, she enjoyed the 
air, or sometimes sat and read, of which she was particularly 
fond ; or else chatted on times past, Avith any of the few re- 
niaijiing acquaintances AAdiose A’isits slie j)ormittc(l. She seldom 
visited, exceiDt at a grocer’s in the square, Avith whom slie 
dealt. Hhe had for many years survived eveiy relative Avithin 
many degrees of kindred. She AA^as so partial to the fashifuis 
that j)revailed in hey youthful day.s, that slie never changed 
thf‘ manner of her dress from that Avorn in ti \e tmic of George I. 
being ahvays decorated 

“ Witli rufl’s, and cuffs, and fardingales, and things.” 

She ahv'ays wore powder, Avith a large tachc made of horse 
jiai]-, upon her head, oA'er Avhich the hair Avas turned up, and a 
<;i]) over it Avliich knotted under her chin, and tlirce or four 
curls lumging doAA'n lier neck; she generally Avoro silk goAVixs, 
and the train long, Avith a deep flounce all round; a very long 
A\ aist, and A ery tightly laced up to her neck, round AAdxich Avas 
a k'nd of ruff or frill. The sleeves of I’er goAvn cam<* doAsnx 
helo ■ the ('IboAV, from eacli of which four or five largo cuffs 
Avere attached; a large bonnet quite flat, high-heeled shoes, xi 
hirge black silk cloak, trimmed round with lace, and a gold¬ 
headed cane, completed her every-day costume for the last 
(*ighty A'ears, and in which she Avalked round the square. 

She iiever Avashed herself, because those people avIio did so, 
she said, Avere alAvays taking cold, or laying the foundation of 
some dreadful disorder ; her method was, to besmear her 'face 
and neck all over with hog’s-Iard, because that was soft and 

9—2 
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lulu'icating; and then, because slie wanted a little colour on 
bor cliccks, slic iis(mI to bedaub them Math rose pink ! 

Her manner of living was so methodical, that she M'ould not 
drink her tea out of any other than a favourite cup. She Mas 
equally particular M’ith respect to lier knives, forks, plates, 

At breakfast she arranged in a particular M'ay the parai)hernalia 
of the tea-table; at dinner, she also observed a general rule, 
and alw'ays sat in her favourite chair. She always enjoyed 
exc(‘llent health, assisted in regulating her house, and never 
had, until a short time before her decease, an hour’s illness. 
Slu! entertaiiKid the greatest aversion to medicine : and what is 
romarkabh',, she cut tu'o new tcctli at the age of 87, and mois 
never troubled with the tooth-ache. She lived in five reigns, 
and was supposed the most faithful living historian of her 
time.; events of the year 1715 being fresh in her recollection. 
A few daj's ])r(Mdous to her death, an old»dady, who was luu* 
neiglibou]’, died suddenly, 'which had such an effect upon her, 
that she fi-equcntly said her time was also come, and slie should 
soon follow. She enjoyed all her faculties until that period, 
•when she became weak, took to her bed, and refused nu'dical 
aid. Her conduct to her fcM’- distant rehitions was excoedingl}" 
capricious, and she M'ould never see any of tluim ; and it u its 
not until a few hours before her dissolution, that any alteration 
M'as observed in her tennpor. 

Slie died on Tuesday, May 28, 181G, at berbon.se in Cold 
Eatli Square a||H|[fc|ilvanccd age of 110 ^ and Wiis Imrii.-d in 
JJuuhi Il-flel(j|^^^^|^ru t in d. 
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Peter, the Wild Boy, 

Of the Woeds of Itaniclhi. 

k \ 

tlie contijnettt of Europe, the te^ohs of which are iiiler- 
si)erso(l with va^ fcHJtesti^ and nniaaltivated tracts, various 
mdividuais of the hu«iaii a^^edes havO oti different times been 
discovered in a state no better than that of the brute creation. 
With nearly all of thdtt this has been the ease to such a degree, 
that it has been found impossible to obtain ii’om them any in¬ 
formation respecting tiie circumstances which reduced tlieni to 
such a deplorable situation, or of the manner in which tlioy 
contrived to preserve their lives amidst the numerous perils by 
which tliey "were .surrounded. Most of these unfortunate 
ht'ings were so qomlijetoly brutalized as to be utter strangers to 
the faculty of speech and totally incapalble of acquiring it—a 
fact wliich demonstrates how much man is indebted to the 
society (jf his fellow-creatures for many of the eminent advan¬ 
tages possessed by him Over the other classes of animated 
nature. * 

One of the most singular of these human brutes, as they may 
justly bo denominated, was Peter the Wild Boy, whoso oiigin 
and history, previous to his discovery, must, from the reasons 
already mentioned, remain for ever a secret. He was found in 
the year 1725, in a wood near Hamulin, about tweiity-fivo 
miles from Hanover, walking on his liands and feet, climbing 
trees like a squin’el, and feeding on grass and moss ; and in 
the montli of November was convoyed to Hanover by the 
superintendent of the House of Correction at Zell. At this 
time he was supposed to he about thirteen years old, and could 
not speak. This singular creature was j)reseiited to King 
(leorge 1. then at Hanover, while at dinner. The king caused 
him to taste of all the djfehe.s at the table; .and in order to 
biing him by degrees to relish human diet, he directed tliat ho 
should have such provision as he seemed best to like, and such 
instructions as might host fit him for human society. 
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Soon after this, the hoy made his escape into tlie same wood, 
where lie concealed himself antohg the branches of a tree, wIik li 
was sawed down to rccoTer imn. He w^as brought over to 
England at the begitixmJg of 172$, and eStMbitod to the king 
tui d many of the In this 'eoi|ti1bi)r .W distinguished 

by the appcllatioij'^t^f^ the W^lA 1)3^, Vldoh, ho ever aftei- 
wards retainech » , 

He appeared to liaYe.scar^ly an^ idoaa, tnjisasy at being 
obliged to weaa;clothes, and could not bfl* naduced to lie on a 
bed, but sat and slept in a corner of thfl‘k>0l% whence it was 
conjectured that ha used to sleep on a l.oa f(?r security against 
wild beasts. He was committed to the care of Dr. Arbuthnot, 
at whose house he cither was, or was to have been baptized; 
but notwithstanding all the doctor’s pains, he never could 
bring the wild youth to the'use of speech^nr tho pronunciation 
ofnords. As every effort of this kind was found to be in 
v.iin, lie was placed with a' farmer at a small distance fruni 
town, and a pension was allowed him by tho king, which he 
enjoyed till his death. 

The ill succors of these efforts seems ip have laid curioMty 
ash ep, till Lord Moiiboddo again called the pubh‘c attention to 
this pheiioincuon. That nobleman hs.d been oolleeting all the 
pai tieuUrs he could moot with concerning Peter, in order to 
esta])lisli a favourite but truly whimsical hypothesis. The plan 
of his work on the “ Origin and Progress of Language,” nec c- 
sarily immlvcd the history of civilization and genej-al knowledge. 
His Lordship carried his researches to a period far beyond tho 
records of history, when men tnight be supposed to possess no 
means of the vocjil communication of their thoughts but iiatnra] 
aud inarticulate bounds. Abstracting, in imagination, from 
the rational superioiity of plan, whatever seems to depend on 
his use of artificial language, as a sign of thonriit, he repre-'cnts 
the earlier g(‘nerations of the human race as having been httl(‘, 
if at all, exalted in intelligence above the ape and the orang¬ 
outang, whose foi*m bears a re&emblauce to the lumian. The 
spirit of paradox even inclined him to believe that those* rude 
men who wanted articulate language must have had tails, of 
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wliicli niight gradually have divcbted tlionisclves,, oilLor 
l)y attcutions to the breed, like thn&e of a Cully or a Bakcwrll, 
or by ooutiuual docHiig, till tlie tail was utterly extirpated. 

In a veiy witty^wid Ju»ii<JroU8 piece, by Dean* Swift, entitled, 
“ It cahaat.i9ift it jwrars,” l^e givep ^ account of this won¬ 
derful wUd mau;'a|-,he..<J^4 biift, |C<i|»i|to mdth satire and ridi 
cule, but’ contahirag majyr .partfeuljpf ‘Uapeorning him that 
were Undoubtedly trpiaK* liord Monl^do; therefore, concluded 
that the other'^cts aaeiriaoned ' by tbi^ witt^^ writer, tliougli 
nowliore else tp bo fbund, are likewke authentic, whatever in.13^ 
be thought Of t/hb uao and application he wakes of them: mk h 
as, that in the circle at couit he ondcayoufed to kiss llie young 
Lady Walpole; that ho put on his hat before the Icing, and 
laid hold of the Lord Chamberlain’s staff j-that he expr(ss(d 
his sensations by certain sounds which he had framed Ui him¬ 
self, and particularly that he neighed something like a hoi-se, 
in which way he commonly expressed his joy; that he iindei-- 
stood the language Of birds and beasts, by which they exj)ie<-s 
their appetites and feelings; that his senses were more acufi* 
than those of the tawb^uan; and, lastly, that he could .sm^ 
.'.onietimcs. These facts, his lordship contends, the dean must 
have known, for he was at London at the time, and of Sn ill’s 
integrity in not stating any facts that were nntruc, even in a 
work of humour, his lordship has no doubt. The dean faitluM- 
sjud, that it was evident, by several tokens, that this n ild ho^'- 
had a father and mother jike one of us. “This,”Ra}s Loid 
Monhoddo, “ I believe also to be true, becansr* I was tohl l)v a 
})erson j-'et living, that when he was cauglit he had a collar 
about hi. neck with something written upon it.” 

In Pet(‘r the Wild Boy, Lord Monboddo conceived tliat Ik' 
had discovered a corroboration of his eccentric opinion. JIis 
lordship, accordingly, went to see him, and tlie result of liis 
inquiries is thus Stated in his “ Ancient Metaphysios” • 

‘‘ It was in the beginning of June, 1782 , that 1 saw him in 
a farm-house emailed Broadway, about a mile from Bevklum- 
stead, kept there on a pension of thirty pounds, which th(‘ 
king pays. He is hut of low stature, not exceeding five leet 
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Hirer indies JiihI tliongli lie Jinist now be about seventy yoajv 
of age, lie lias a fresli, healthy look. He wears Jbiis beard; his 
face is not at all ugly or disagreeable, and he has a look that 
may be called sensible or sagacious for a savage. About 
tv ciity years iigo ho Used to* elopo, a^d once, as ^ Was told, he 
vaudered as far as NamllDj’ bat of he “ibaa feoewne quite 
tamo, and either Ibolffie, ojr4«flWntet^ abioni the £ann. 

He has been during 3 ^ yi^^<.Wh« 3 fe he Kves at 

present, 'and before that ho 'was twelve yewst with another 
farmer, whom 1 saW aM cohy^ed with. farmer told mo 
lie had been put tO school somewhere in HiMttfbrdshirc, but had 
only learned to wrtioblate his own name P'eteci^, anddhe name of 
King George, both Which I heard him pronounce very dis¬ 
tinctly. But the .woman of the house where he now is, for the 
man happened not to be at home, told mo he understood every¬ 
thing that was said to him concerning the‘Common afhiirs of 
life, and I saw that he readily understood several things hliu 
said to him while I was present Among(oiherthings, .she de¬ 
sired him to sing Nancy Dawson, wliic^ he, accordingly did, 
and another tune that she named. He-was never misohievons, 
but had that gentleness of manners which I hold to be cliurac- 
toristic of OUT nature, at least |tillWe become carnivorous, and 
hunters or warriors. , Se feeds at present as the faimir and 
his wife do, but, as I was told by an old woman, who remem¬ 
bered to have seen him when he first came to Ilc'Vtfordhhire, 
which she computed to bo about fifty-five years before, he then 
fed much on loaves, particularly of cabbage, which she saw him 
eat raw. He was then, ds she thought, about fifteen y<\irs of 
age, walked upright, but could climb trees like a squirrid. At 
pri'sent he not only eats flesh, but has acquired a taste lor 
beer, and even for spirits, of which he inclines to drink more 
than he can got. The old famcr with whom he lived before 
lie came to his present situation, informed me that Peter had 
that taste before he came to him. He is also become very fond 
of fire, but has not acquired a liking for money; for though he 
takes it, lie does not keep it, but gives it to bis landlord or 
landlady, which I supiwse is a lesson they have taught him. 
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JI(‘ Ti'lauiR HO muck of Lis natural instinct, that he has a 
feeling of bad wcatker, growling and howling, and showing 
great disorder before it comes on.” 

His Lordship aftertrards requested Mr* Burgess, of Oxford, 
to make further inquiries for him on the spot, concerning 
Peter; and thtft? glntli^ao 'Jj»n an account, wliicli 

■wsm in substanee '> 

Peter, in h^ ybttth, very iwatkable for his strengtli, 
which always icy much sujiierior, tlufc the stoutest 

young men were aiErjaid to contend with bSm. ' His vigour con¬ 
tinued uniinpaired till the year 1781, when ho was Suddenly 
taken il^, fell down before the fire, and fbr a time lost the use 
of his right side. I met with an old gentleman, a surgeon of 
Hempstead, who remembers to have seen Peter in London, 
b(5twccn the years I7il4 and 1726. lie told me, when he first 
came to England, he was paiticularly fond of raw flesh and 
bones, and was always dressed in fine clothes, of wluch Peter 
seemed not a little proud. He still retains his passion for 
finery; and if any person has anything smooth or shining in 
his dress, it soon attracts the notice of Peter, who shows liis 
attention by stroking it. Ho is not a groat eater, and is foiul 
of water, of which he will drink several draughts immediately 
after breakfasting on tea, or even milk, lie would not drink 
beer till lately, but he is fond of all kinds of spirits, particularly 
gin, andlikoAviso of onions, which he will cat like apples. He 
does not often go out Without his master, but he will some¬ 
times go to Bcrldiamstcad, and call at the gin-shop, where the 
peojdo know his errand, and treat him. Gin* is one of tlie 
most powerful means to persuade him to do anything witli 
alacrity ; hold Up n glass of that liquor, and he will not fail to 
smile and raise his voice. He cannot bear the sight of an 
apothecary, who onoo attended him, nor the ta.Rte of pliysic, 
which he will not take but under some groat disguise. 

If he hears any muric, he will clap his hands, and throw liis 
head about iu a wild frantic manner. Ho has a very quick 
sense of mtisic, and will often ri'poai a tune after once li(>aiiiig it. 

hen lie has hoard a tunc wliicli is difficult, he continues liuni- 
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niing it a lung time, and is not eaty till liq is master of it. ]!(' 
understands everything tliat is said to him by his master and 
niLstrcss; wlalo I waS iwith him, the fanner asked him scveinl 
f[ucstu)us, which .hai'<al^fered ra|)idly, and J%ot very distinctly, 
but sufficiently tinderadjhpd stranger to 

his manner- Suia®\<rf wore as fol¬ 
lows:—“'Who Is is 

your name f the with 

a shan't inta^ ‘hediwh thfem. " What^ Buu'- 

wow,” (tho dejf). . "What hprse ^vill ^ypu ride upon?” 
“ Cuckow." This is-not the tuame of toy of thw horses, but 
it is his constant reply to that qtiestion ; so that ft may pioba- 
hly liavo boon the name of one of tlio horses belonging to liis 
fom(‘r master. His answers never exceed two words, and lie 
never saj’^s anything of liis own accord. He has likewise been 
taught, when asked tho question “ What are you ?” to rejdy, 
*• Wild Man.” “Where were yon found?” “Hanover.” “ AVlio 
found you ?” “ King George.” If hq is desired to toll twenty, 
h(‘ will count the numbers exactly on hk fingers, with an in¬ 
distinct sound at each i\nmber; but i^fler another person, lie 
uill say, o]ie, two, three, &c. pretty distinctly, 

Till the spring of 1782, which was soon after his illness, Ik' 
ahvays appeared remarkably animated by the iufluoneo of Lln> 
spiuig, singing all day ; and if it was clear, lialf the nigbt. Jic 
is nuirh pleased at the sight of the moon and stais; lie vill 
sometimes stand out in tho warmth of the sun, with his lac c' 
liiiuc'd up towards it in a strained attitude, and he likes to be 
nut ill a stany night, if not cold. These ^particulars naturally 
lead to the imiuiry, whether lie has, or seems to have' any idea 
of the great Author of all these wundem, I thought this a 
([uc^sliori of so much curiosity, that when J left Broadwaj, 1 
1 ode* back several miles to ask whether lie Had ever betrayed 
any sense of a Supreme Being. I was told, that when lie first 
r'amc' into that part of 'the country, t^ififerent methods -were* 
taken to teach him to road, and to instruct him in tho piin- 
ei])]os* of r(,'ligion, but in vain. He learned nothing, nor did 
he ci'or show any feeling of the cousciousnesg of a God. 
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IIo very fond of fixe, and often briiig& in fuel, nhitli In* 
ivould heap up ag high afe the fire-place would contain it, wdc 
lie not prevented liy his inabter. He will sit in the clumne} - 
corner, ov<h3i in'«ttmnaer, whije theyt are *,hr^’vnng Avith a voiy 
large fire, stiffi^iiefit^to make perten faint who sit^ ihcic 

long. He AVill <|beid amu&e hitnseil(J‘J^^etl|og five oi bix chan •, 
before of them liy tiinn, 

as the love prompts hlti Wjifiiange his place. 

He is extren^y'gpod-temlwredH <^old and 

gloomy weathdr, for he is vtery seneible of ^0 change of the 
nLinohphere, Nile is not eabily provoked,^ but Ailieu made 
angry by any poir«!Oii, lie would run after him, making <i 
stiango noise, with his teith fixed in tU6 back of his liantl, 
I eonld not find that he ever did any violence in the house, 
excepting when he fii'st came over, he would somclimcs tear 
liH bed-clothes, to which it Avas long liefoie he was reconciled. 
He has never, at least .since his present master has knonn Inin, 
blioAin any attention to women, and I am informed that lie 
never did, excciit when piui>obcly or jocosely forced into an 
.nnour, , ' 

lie i.in away several times while he Avas at BroadwaA, but 
m ver since he has been Avith his present master. Jn 171 or 
] 710, he was taken np as a spy from Scotland ; ab he av.is im 
able to apeak, the people supposed him obstinate, and thn it 
ened him with punishment for his contumacy ; but a l<id\ v\ ho 
liad seen him in Bondon, acquainted them Avith tlie (li.n ai li * 
of their prisoner, aaid directed them whither to send Inm. Jii 
these excurbions b® used to live on raAV herhagi*, ben us, ami 
young lender roots of trees. 

Of tlic people Avlio are ubont bim, bo is' pariienlaily attm lu d 
to his master. He will often go out uito the field v\ iLli him <ind 
Ins nien, and s^cnis pleased to be enqdo.'ved in aii'j thing ilul 
can assist them. Bnt bo must always hav'e some iiemons to 
(liiect his actions, as yon may judge from tin* follow ing tir- 
cniustfuicc, Pct('r AVas one dviy engaged av itli Iiij inasln m 
filling a dung-cart. His master had oft.ision to go hilu the 
house, and hdt Peter to finish the Avork, which he soon acconi- 
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])lishp(l. Uut aft Peter niubt Le employed, he Pa^v no leason 
\\li> lio sliould not be as usoiiiUy employed in emptying tlio 
cai t as he had before been in filling it. On his raaster’h returri 
h<* found tlie cart nearly emptied again, and learned a lesson l*y 
it which he never aflbei'Warda neglected. 

I’o these accounts we have iiothing fiuthet to add, than that 
Peter did not long the visits of Lord Idonhoddo and 

his friend. He died at ^thc fonn in the month of February, 
1786, at the eupposocl age of soyenty-three years. 


William Stevenson, 

A Notonoii^ Inf^^ar. 

'^HTS extraordinary man was horn at Dii]ilop, and bred a 
mason; but during many of the latter years of his life, 
he wandered about as a common beggar. In 1788, ho and ln\ 
wjfe hoparated upon the.s(' strange couditioiift—that the fii-t 
tliat ])vopo.sed an agreement should foiieit -ClOU, I'his ‘inmi- 
l.ir I).;!!* never met again, and it io not known what beoanio of 
lh(' woman. 

KStcv('ns(m was much afilieled duiiug the two last jear^j of 
his lilV with the btone. As his disease increased, lie Acas fully 
aware of his approjichiiig dissolution ; and he made the follow'- 
iug extraordinary jiri’paration for the event, lie sent for a 
baker, and ordered twelve dozen of burial cakes, and a great 
profusion of sugar biscuit; together with a (oircsponding 
qn.intity of ivine and spirituous liquors. He lu'xt sent for 
the joiiu'r, and ordereil a cofliu decently nicniiited, Avitli jiar- 
Ikiilar instruction that the Avood fehould be quite dry, and tbe 
joints ill in and iinpeivious to AA'ater. Tlu' gruA e-diggei Aia-« 
iK'xt sent for, and asked if be tlumght he could get a jdaco to 
i)ut hini’in after he Avas dead. The spot fixed on was in the 
cluu'cli^aid at Jiiccaiton, a Aillagc about half a mile distant 
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from Glasgow. He enjoined the sexton to ho sure and maho 
his grave rooiny ) and ho might rest assured that ho would ho 
well remembered for his care and trouble. Having mad(^ these 
arrangements, he ordered fhe, old woman who attended diiru, 
tf) go to a certaiui inook, pounds to he ap- 

ju'Lpriated to defray hiS faiieral 'cxp^es. He told her at 
the same .time notsto he ^ieved^ ft)r lie had not forgotten Iut 
in his win In,; a few ^um.afterwarafe, in the full exercise of 
his mental powers, but ,in the most excruciating agoni('.s, ho 
died in Glen Street, Kilmarnock, on Friday, July 17, 1817, 
ill the 87th, year of his age. 

A iieiglibour was inmi(Klial(‘ly sent for, to examine and s(?al 
u]-) liis eflh'ets. The llrst thing they found was a hag, contaiii- 
iiig large silver pieces, such as crowns, half-crowms, and dollars, 
to a large amount: in a corner was secreted, amongst a v.ast 
(jiiantily of musty rags, a great numher of guineas, and .S(W('ii 
shilling pieces. In his trunk was found a bond for aiul 
other bonds and securities to a considerable amount. In all, 
the property amounted to £900. His will was found among 
some old paper, leaving to his housekeeper £20, and the rest 
of his jiroperty among his distant relations. - As it required 
some time to give his relatives intimation of Ids death, and to 
nialce. pre])aration for his funeral, he lay in state four days, 
during which period, the place where he was, resernhled more 
an Ji'ish wake, than a deserted room where the Scotch lock up 
theii' dead. Tlio invitations to Ids funeral Were most singulai-. 
Persons were not asked individually, but whole families; so 
that, except a few relations dressed in hlack, his obsequies were 
attended by trad(*snicn in their 'working clothes, baro-Ibotod 
boys and girls, and an immense crowd of tattered beggars, to 
tbe aged among whom he left six])ence, and to the youiigiT 
threepence. After the interment, this' motlej'- group retircfl to 
a largo barn fitted up for the jmrpose, where a scene of profu¬ 
sion and inehnety was exliibited almost without pai’alhd. 



John Broughton, 

A Notorious Pugilist. 

T OTTN BEOUGHTOK, wbd has teen styled “ the foniulor of 
J the Biitisli School of Boxing,” was bom in 1704, and for 
years followed the profession of a waterman, and was llu* 
first man who won Dogget’s coat and badge, whicli is rowed 
for annually, on the first of August. Ho however, abandoned 
Ills wherry for the more profitable, thmigli les.s honoiiiable, ( ni- 
])]oynient of pugilism. 

About tlie middle of the last century boxing began to obtain 
notoriety, through the eneonragemciit atforded hy sonn' gam 
Itling and vitiate(\ noblemen, and others, headed hy the velb 
hnonn l)uke of Cumberland ; who drew in Lluartrain nninheis 
of weak minded and dissipated persons, who are always found 
uMily to mix among nohilitj-, for the honour of boasting an at- 
(piaintance with lords and dukes. 

About this time one George Taylor erected a booth at I'ot' 
tenhain t^nirt, where he invited the jirofessors of the art t » 
display their skill, and the jnihlic to hi* jireseut at its exliihiiion. 
'file ('lltrance-money at times ainonnted to XlOOor .tlfiO ; two- 
thirds (»f Avhich were genendly given t(i tlm cliainpioii. and the 
lenuiining third io the loser ; though sometimes, hy an express 
agri'ement of the ])arties, the money was shared alike between 
t h(' <M tiKiueror am) conquered. Taylor’s booth being complaiinM I 
of as inconvenient, Brongliton, who was then rising into note 
. 1 ^ tlie til -.t bruiser in London, was prevailed on to build a iihu'e 
better adapted for such exhibitions, near Oxford Street, which 
vas opened on the 10th of March, 174t3, under the name of 
“ Ih-oiighton’s IS'ew Amphitheatre.” 

But the foundation of the British vSeliool of Boxing,” for 
which Broughton is notorious, wvas liis opening an academy, 
whi(‘h was first announced by the following adveitisemeut in 
the Uuily Advertiser, Ft'bruary 1, 1747 :- - 



A A'OTGRIOUS PUGILIST. 


143 


“ Mr. Broughton proposes, with proper assistance, to open an aca¬ 
demy at his house, in tho Ilaymarlcot, for tlic instruction of those who 
arc willing to be initiated in the majesty of boxing, wlicre tho wliolo 
theory and practice of that truly British art, with all the vfiriuu.s 
stops, blows, cros§-buttooks, &04, incid®ut to the.conibatauts, will ho 
fully taught nnd ^plained; .and,- that jWimns of quality and dis¬ 
tinction may’not be debarred from furring into a course of those lec- 
iures, they will b(|k)giveh; with the iitmbst tenderness and rcgaul to 
the delicai^ of ifhe frame and constitution of tho pupil, for whicih roa - 
son mufSe8.^7;oj^»»^ are provided, that will eflbetually secure 

thorn from fhe inconvenience of black eyes, broken jaws, and bloody 
noses. 

Tills invitation had tho desired effect; the academy was nu¬ 
merously attended, and was a soui-ce of great proik to its pro¬ 
prietor. 

Broughton, after fighting several years, and maintaining his 
ascendency, was at longtli vanquisheil hy Slack, in Ajiril, IToO, 
at Broughton’s Amphitheatre. Some thousands were lust on 
the unexpected defeat; and nearly £150 was taken at the door, 
besides many tickets being sold at a guinea and a half each, all 
of which-went to Slack, who is supposed to have gained iieiuly 
£000 hy his victory. Afler this defeat Broughton never fought 
again ; and his firaphitlieatre was shortly after shut up. 

Jt is said he accompanied Lis ?roriJ/[7/patron, the Duke of* 
Cumberland, to the Continent, and upon his being shown llu^ 
fine regiment of grenadiiTs at Beilin, belonging to Frederick 
the Great, so distinguished for their martial appeauanee and 
great valour, was asked hy tlic duke whafi- he thought of any 
of them for a set-io, when Broughton replied, “ Wliy, your royal 
highness, I should have no objection to fight the whole rc-gi- 
luent, only he kind enough to allow me a breakfast between 
each battle.” 

Broughton duid, January 8, 1789, at WaJeot Place, Larnheth, 
in his 85tli year. He was buried at Lambeth Church ou ilie: 
21st, and his funeral was attended hy several of the pviiiciind 
professors of his art. It was supposed lie died Avorth £7()0(>. 

A Captain Godfrey, who -wrote a “ Treatise on the iiscj'al 
Science of Defence/’ thus eulogizes Broughton. 
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“ Advaiicfi, brave Brougliton! ’i'lice I pronounce Captain 
of tlie Boxers. A.s far as I can look back, I think I ought to 
open the chai’actcrs Avith him: I know none so fit, so able, to 
hiuil up the A^an. This is giving the living preference to the 
re.st. Wliat can be stronger than to say that, for seventeen or 
eighteen years, he has fought every able boxer that appeared 
ugain.st him, and has never yet been beat 1 This being the 
casi', we may A’-enture to conclude from it: but, not to l)uild 
alone on this, hit us examine further into its merits. What is 
it that he wants? Striiiigth equal to Avhat is human, skill and 
judgment equal to Avhat can bo acquired, undebauched Avind, 
and a bottom spirit never to pronounce the Avord ‘ Enough !’ 
He lights the .stick as Avell as most men, and under.stand.s a 
good deal of the .small-sword. This practice hasgiA'cn him the 
distinction of tinu! and me,asure beyond the rest. II(i stop.s as 
j-egnlai-ly as the .svvordsiuan, and cariic'.s liis blows truly in the 
lim'. ; lie steps not bade, distrusting of himself, to .stop a hloAv, 
and piddle in the rciturn, Avith an arm unaided by hi.s bixly, 
]>ro(liu‘iiig but a kiiid of fly-flap bloAvs, such as pa.stiy-cooks use 
to beat tho.se insects from their tarts and cheese-cakes. No; 
Broughton steps bold and firmly in, bids a Avelcome to the 
coming Idow; receives it Avith his guardian arm ; then, Avitli a 
genei-al summons of his swelling nnisdes, and his linn body 
sc'oouding his arm, and sujiplying it Avith all its AV'eiglit, forces 
the pde-driving force upon his man.” 
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Joseph Clark, 

The Posiiire-Mastcr. 

man was a very extraorJinaiy postnre-mastor wlio re- 
sided in Pall Mall. Thongli well-made, and rather gross 
Hum thin, he exhibited, in a most natural manner, almost c>veiy 
s])(\oies of defonility and dislocation. Ho frequently diverted 
liiinself -with the tailors, by sending for one of them to take 
measure of him, and would so contrive it as to have a most 
imniodei-ate rising ill one of the hhoulders : when the clothes 
AV('re brought home, and tried n])on him, the deformity was 
ri'inovt'd into tlie other shoulder; upon which the tailor ask('d 
jiardon for tlu! mistake, and altered the garment' as exiiediti- 
ously as possible : but, upon a third trial, he found him i)e]- 
foctly fi'(u^ from blemish about the shoulders, tlioiigli an unfor- 
tuiuite hiinji a])])eared upon his back, in short, this wandering 
tiimonr puzzled all the workmiJii about town, who found it 
ini])os,-!il)h' to accommodate so cluingeabhi a enstomer. Tie dis¬ 
located the. vortelu-ac of his back, and other ])!uts of IIh; body, 
in .such a maimer that Moliiis, the" famous surgeon, b(‘fbre. 
Avliom 111 ! a])])eared as a ])atieiit, was shocked at the sight, and 
would not even attempt his cure. He often passed foi-a crijiiilc 
among persons with whom he had been in company but a few 
minutes belbre. Upon these occasions be would not only 
clunigi' the position of his limbs, but entirely alter the tigure of 
his countenance. The ])owens of his face were more extraor- 
dinaiy than the tlexibility of his body. He would assume all 
the nncoiitb griinaiies that he saw at a qnaker’s meeting, the 
theatre, or any other public place, lie died about the hegin- 
niiig of King ‘William’s reign, as it appears from Jh.-elyii’s 
Kiimismata that he was not living.in l(h)7. 


10 
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Thomas \Vood, 

The Abstemious Miller, 

^ 'ITOMAS WOOD was bom on tlie 30tli of Noyom])cr, 
-*■ 1719, of parents who were apt to bo intemperate in tlicir 

manner of livini^; ho was subject to various disorders, parti¬ 
cularly the rheumatiKSin, until he attained the .'igc of thirteen 
y(‘ars. He then had the sniail-pox, and from that time became 
Jiealthy, to the age of about forty-tliree years. From his 
attaining the state of manhood to this period, but especially 
during the latter part of the time, he.indulged himself, even to 
excess, in lat meat, of which he used to eat voraciously threi; 
times a day, together with large quantities of butter and checise. 
jSior Avas ho more cautious with respect to strong ale, which 
Avas his common drink. About his fortieth year, he began to 
groAv very fat, but findihg he had a good appetite, and digested 
his food Avithout diflicidty, and that his sleep Avas undisturlicd, 
he made no alteration in his diet. It Avas in his forty-fourth 
ye!U* that lie first began to complain of tlie heart-bum, Ai'ant 
of sice]), frequent sickness at liis stomach, pains in his head, 
tV:c. He had now almost a constant thirst, a great Ion ness of 
spirits, violent rheumatism, and frequent attacks of tin', gout. 
Ho had likoAvisc tAVO epileptic fits: but the symptom Avdiieh 
appeared to him to bo the most formidable, AV'as a sensf' of suf¬ 
focation, Avhich often came on him, particularly after his meals. 
IJiuh'r sucli a complication of diseases, every day increasing, he 
continued till the month of August, 17G!. At this time the 
Koa'. Mr. Powley, a Av^ortliy clergyman in tin; neigbbourliood, 
observing liis very ill state of hcaltli, and the extreme corjai- 
lence of his person, recommended to him .nn « xact regimen; 
and pointed out the Life of Cwnaro, as a hooJc likely to suggest 
to him a salutary course of Imiig. This aa oik convinced Idni that 
intemperance was the principal cause of all liis complaints, and 
ho therefore determined to try Avhether the cause being re¬ 
moved, the effects might not cease. HovA^ever, he thought it 
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prudent not to make a total change in his diet suddenly; 
accordingly h,e at first confined himself to one pint of ale 
every day, and used animal food sparingly. This method he 
soon found to answer to his satisfaction, for ho felt easier and 
lighter, and his spirits became less oppressed. These good 
efiects encourjaged him to j)roceed in his experiment, and there¬ 
fore after he Had pursued the regimen before mentioned, dniing 
two months, he deducted irom his alfowanco half the fonner 
c]uantity of ale, and was still more sparing of gross animal food. 
In this course he continued till the 4th of January, 1765, ■wlnm 
he entirely left off all malt liquor; and in the following month 
he began to drink only water, and to eat none except the 
lighter meats. Under this degree of abstinence, although some 
of hi.s complaints were relieved, yet some of them remained in 
fidl force. The rheumatism tormented him; he then used the 
cold bath; and next the dumb bell, in ndiich he persevered. 
AVater was his Only drink from the beginning of January, 
1765, to the 25th of the following October. From this day he 
drank no more until the 9th of May, 17C6, when he drank 
two glasses and a half of water; after that peiiod he drank no 
moi'o of any li<iuor whatever, 6 xce,pt only what he took in the 
form of medicine. He then.avoided cheese, then butter, and 
on tlie 31st of duly, in the same year, was the la.st time he. 
tasted animal fic.sh. From that period ho principally confined 
liimself to pudding, made of sea biscuit. He allowed himself 
very little sleep, generally going to bed at eight o’clock in the 
(‘Veniiig, sonudinics even earlier, and generally rising about 
one o’clock in the nujining, but being very rarely in bed after 
two. 

Under this strict coiu'se of abstinence ho continued to lire, 
ami he expressed, in the highest terms, the great pleasure and 
tranquillity of mind which he enjoyed in consequence of it. 
The poor diet, to \vhich he accustomed himself, was as ngire- 
al)le to his p<ilate as his foimer food used to he; and he had 
tlie additional .satisfaction to find liis health established, hi.s 
spirits lively, his sleep no longer distuibcd by frightful dreams, 
and the strength of mu.sch’S so far improved, that lie could 

10—2 
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carry a quarter of a ton weight, wliicli wtsiglit lu; in vain at¬ 
tempted to carry ■when he was about the age of thirty years. 
His voice, which was entirely lost for several years, bceanio 
clear and strong. In-short, to use his own expression, ho was 
inctamurphoscd from a monster to a person of a moderate size ; 
from the condition of a decrepit old man to ^perfect health, and 
to tlic vigour and activity of youth. His flesh btecame tirm, 
and his complexion wiill coloured. ' . , V ’", 

Prejudiced by a commonly prevailing supe^^tion, Mr. ^yoo<I 
nc’S’cr suffered himself to be weighed, either during the state of 
his extreme corpulence, or after his reduction, but it is con¬ 
jectured that he lost ton or perhaps eleven stone weight. 

On being asked why he submitted to such very strict rules 
of diet, he answered that as he was teu years older than Cor- 
naro was when he began his regimen, he thoiight that, on that 
account, a more severe and abstemious course was neceshaiy for 
him, and that he was greatly influenced by Dr. Cheyne’fiuimiion, 
tliat Coraaro would probably have lived longer had his re- 
gin ten hoen more strict.” - ' ■ ^ 

I’o the question, what first induced him to abstain from .all 
driidc, he an.swered, that it happened one day that tin; servant 
Imd forgotten to bring bis water at dinner, as usual; that, 
being then full of busiiie.ss, he did.,not think of calling for any ; 
and that, having found liimself easier and less oppressed hy 
that meal than common; and determined to try whet!ler a tolnl 
omission of liquids might not be an improvement to his diet; 
he soon found'the experiment to answer. He added, that Ik*. 
was fui-ther’encouraged to abstain from li((uids by an ol)ser\ a- 
tion he had made in feeding hogs. He never allowed those 
nnimals to drink, arid to this he attributed tlie excellence of 
hLs jKjrk, it being greatly valued on account of the whit(‘ijc>,ss 
and firmness of the flesh. 

Mr. Wood was a great enemy to all fermented liquors, to 
butter, ami to .salt. Nay'’, he even doubted of the wholesome- 
noss of common bread, ineaiiiug bread which had undergone 
th(^ process of fermentation. 

The pudding, which was his sole support during two years, 
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WAS inaJc as foWows: three pints of sliimmcd milk, boiling, 
were poured on one pound of the best sea biscuit, broken into 
j)icces—this done over night, and these ingredients -were 

left to stand together initil the following morning, when two 
eggs were added. Tliis, oom|found, being boiled in a cloth 
about the spa(^' ofan ^hf, beojiin^;* pudding of sufficient ijm- 
sistency to be liis quantij^ used to 

he one pound ahd'a half, at'fbur 6i* f!ye. o'clfecl^vii the morning,' 
as his l>rc\akhist,''tod'.tlio' feame at noom his dinner, after 
wl)ich, he ahstaM'eS fi’bm food until the-next day. 

1 lie case of Thomas .Wood attested as truth by two 
clcigyinen, a churchwarden,.'^ jiliysician, and an apothecary of 
tlu'place he lived in. 

All account of hina, wm’^litevdso drawn up by Sar Cei/ige 
IJakor, and inserted iiv+he second volume of the Medical 
'JVaiisactions. 

'J’liLis, by extreme j^^stinence and regularity, he prolonged an 
impaired coiistituti^^ and died in the year 1783, aged ,sL\‘ty- 
liiree. 


iNath^niel Bentley, 

77 /« Well-hiown Dirty DicIS 

ATIIAN'i] 5L BENTLEY, late the proprietor of a hardware 
slic^ iij Leadeiiliall Street, knomi by the characti'ristic 
apiifllation of .^ho EivUj TFareltouse, and himself distinguished 
by that of Eichf was the son of a gentleman of the same 
name, who caj^e^j on the same business in those premises. 
Tli(' eddor Bentley here lived in cohsidbrable style, keeping his 
carnage, and ./^igo a ooudtry-Iiouse, He gave his son a good 
ediicaticmjlijnt being of a tyrannical disposition, treivted him, as 
well as in the most vinreusohable manner, in con- 

secjuenc^ra^^b young Bentley ran away from his father, and 
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waa absent several years; during wliicli time it is supposof 
that he contracted that peculiar turn of mind which afterward 
manifested itself in such an eccentric rnaamcr. 

His frugality seems to have been an hereditary endowment 
for his father, who posseffled consid,eEftble property in houses aj 
rJington, married,a lad^^ <she ^dhfii.-of her.fortune, whicl 
enal)ledhini to save hi^ and down his owi 

coach, makiug \ieo of henT. mhuj(h k dissenter,' he gave a bc'l. 
to the chiu'ch of gB-.-Oathciine Cree, in^j?^jl||||^ish he resided, 
on condition that a pear*§.^o'jl<^ birth-day, as 

long as he lived. 

Bentley’s father died about tIH{ all his 

property to his son, who, perhaps^®*^®'^® 
relinquish business, at first intended^^ dispose of the stock, 
trade, and lease of the promises, for ijijdch he waa in t!j-eatj 
witli a Mr. Bliss, of PaU-inall. The latter' Proposed to \id} hall 
tJic purcliaso money and to give undenii 
remaiiKh'r, but these tonns were rejected bj ' Bentley. At tlial 
time tlie premises fonned two distinct fiho 
tlucw into nii(>, and in 1764 set out forP Bmiug his 
absence lie luft a ]M‘hou to attend to his busin ® 

cleanly and industrious man, placed every a 
order, little thiulviug il, would b(‘ the last turn ' 
them ■would ever be cleiuieil and dusted. 

Brev|g|||o tlie death of his father-, iiud for soj 
that evH^oung Bentley was called the bean Loadonhall 
Street, ■^as seen at all public ])laces dres^i ‘dasamauof 
lasliifin.^^t this period his fav()iuit(* suit was bl> (silver, 

with his hair di-essed in the lughest stj le of faslii onablo 
vaganct-. Ho paid several visits to Pai-is. and w P^®«ent at ^ 
the coronatiou of Louis XVI, to ^\hom he was pe ' 

dneed, and was considered One of the most bed 

English gentlemen then at tho French court. \ 

liuiguagcs, particularly French and Italian, with^^’l^lBji^y’ ' 
and associated with characters of the highest 
The last time ho went to Pai-is, he committed 
shop to two persons whom he thought he couli 
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his return paid tlieir demands, witliout requiring any vouch('rs, 
observing lie was most likely to obtain correct accounts by 
having none. 

At wl^at time ho began to assume that appearance from winch 
ho derived the jf^miliar appellation of D/Wy Bkk, is unccrt<iin 
Tliough ho 9<i^tionaljiy laasquerades, asser^^’ ’ 

and other piMc most ©legan*- 

his t^ppearano^jjf sudi as fully to ' ^ ^ 

.•pit,,1.1,. Htlffl»*'|wa 6 d in 1,,/-?’"“*™* “ “"f- 
vh,lc. tl.e hiTtess 

ooiresponaod»Vp 4 i^ "* 

„nco ™M«*,g to Mto T” «'•' 

__ ^ >efition to personal cleanliness, lie 

propriety of a little more^ ^ i i ^ j 

n-pliod, “It i« of no utefi ^ I wash n,y hanJs to-d.,y U„.y 
n-iU bo dirty again to/T.'"- , On >-ot',n,mg from any p ao,- 
..f pubUo ont^innA ^ waa mimoduto y 

thrown asido for-hi?"P mended hnn.s,.If; 

.,..{?«hat he made no secret of wasmng and 

niendin- his own pnreha'.mg In', shoe, at ItaK-fair. 

Before Sio hair-o^® *** ™ infr“Jn«'''. Bmtley freciuoully 

paid a shillingdtOssing that head which he afteniaids 

^ \ Id. i.1,- 1 Unworthy Oven of a comb. On one occasion 
fecemod to thinks . , .. 


j I ” tnn demanded ho made shift with the foot of an 
than give the * 

Formal ^*1 more than once or tTv ice in a 

^ it of his being so tonueiited by the gaping mul- 
y ar, on ^ ^_ j. frequently 

, , ii-^^ j 0 have the assistance of tlie beadle, or a constable 

etn 0 ij^e played those idle folks a curious 

tiick^h^^^^ac^^ candle in one of his windows, and 

sli 'in» out while the eacpecting throng rcni.n'ned 

LTSS\oursfP^^‘^®^*® hopes of seeing hnn, but 

IVere bli -jP 1®^ ^ without satisfying Ibcir airi- 

osity He latterly appeared very often in tin* stieet, 
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and frequently went to market for liimself, carrying the provi- 
fciou home in his pocket, which he always cooked himself. 

He once bought a lihre goose safe#' of the wings to 

clean his godds, oil which opc^W lio aw^i^an to go 

+•0 market for hifltfj h^ a young 

one, find gave her Idrgoose, 

liowever,'^*!?^ 

eating tlio 

on which hh Sought ^hieo- 

pence he liad paid hen ^^frhtfp pP P|^amo of Dirtij 
Did for very small quantitill^ seldom 

known to have any fresh J»oat,\^^'^y jEHCCasicmally 

indulge himself w^th Sjfi’aff |)ioe^W®<^ wttn^S. HiS chief 
iliet was lean bacon, as he remarked xJu^ i find 

ho allowed himself half a gallon of tabvA®<^ 

In his living, it is reported that ^lie never oightceu* 

pence a day, for he observed thab^ if he h''^'^Wl«iwed the ex- 

umjiles of many other people, or even his bWL custom of 

living, he should inevitably have inyoJ%^in'®®^^ ^ 

bankruptcy or have spent the 

Wlien told that other people as f 

lejily; “ Everj^ one can that p^SJr^’-^sistingV^®'^' 

hardship to hiu^, tliou^, in his S«Aer days,\^® 

dishes on liis.table at a time, servants r ^^^^nd him. 

Being applied to for his voUrtlA the contesV®^ SirFram is 
Burdett and MaiuwaHng,he 
either, as he had, ift his Hfo, declined 

e\eu the affirmation df a i(^aS$^all(sging the huiTy business 
as Ids excuse. , , _» ^ i 

It seems that Mr. Bentley v^ the pnjy one ^ 
tliat was governed by thesfe pre^nsitio?* ^ 

sister, a very aceomplislieil l^y,*wTio fof elegant^® 
ness was qidte the contrast Of himself; she 
Mr. Lindegreen, a considaiabjft' jin)TOl4ni p? 
after whose decease she tOpk uji h^ residenedfe^ Dmliam 
BLk e, Chelsea, near the Hospital gho ottce paidh^®^ brother 
a visit, and bespoke some articles, which she reque 
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fifiicl hor. Bentley desired a person in his neighbouihood to 
take them liojne, ohs^jtrnng, tjiat if he went hiin‘!elf; lie should 


not get payment on flelireiy the goojls. The messenger wa*? 
Mirprise^ At iite refflWtJtttJd ^^i|pehfa^iDo and polite hehaviour of 
Jus sister, to to 4 r 4®T ^ ^ hwthor, that 

she would, ^to j on this 
message ;^claimed—“Aye, 

aye—I to often visited her 

hi other in ^ pv4r alighted, inconsequence of 


Having <moe*ai|lef ISPfej^rsonit of high respectability to 
supper, after ysrith them to a considerable 

auiount, they come to app«^wtment, and found Mm in liis shop. 
He received them 3vifh gteot politeness, requesting them to 
excuse him a few minutes, and went out. Ho soon returned 


ivith a pound of clieese, a loaf, and two pots of poHer, which 
lie placed on h?s dirty counters, saying • “ There, gentlemen, is 
your supper, and it i$,the bestwMch the business we have been 
1 1 ansacting will affohiJ^IJf thought they would h'avo partaken 
<*t it just as it>as ; politeness they declined his 

offer. ' ^ 

At one time be* had 'tiio^^Saifoitune to hurt his leg, while 
lummaging aliout his mas« ^ ^de in his shop in search (.t 
an aiticlo; having tindesrt^^^^ cure he engaged with .m 
old woman, at fouipence to with poultices, 

but his leg geti^ W(»?P^^rgeon Was called in, uho 
declared a mortification mttsi'wte, if pmjNm remedies weie 
not applied; to which he, 'after g^eat hesitation, consented, and 
his removal to the doctor’s houseM IJouAdsditeh being deemed 
(‘xpedient, the shop dmf? ^p, and a poor woman commis¬ 
sioned to watch it hy day,' and a man by night, 

Bentley’s house, whioh t^'as bf a large size, had originally a 
fiont of white plaster, yd^ich toe had converted into a diii 4 >^ 
black. Its outside J^dptly corresponded with the intenoi, 
and both with the ifij^re ^ its extraordinary inhabitant. The 
uiiidous were literally dS bhick, and covered as tliiddy S\ iLh 
du t and smoke, as the back of a cMmney whii li lia, u >{ 1 u 
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swept for many years. Of tie windows, scaiccdy a pane was 
left whole, to remedy which several of the window sliuttors 
long remained imopened, and the other vacancies were repaired 
with japanned waiters, and tea-trays, which wore always 
chained to the window frames. Thonj^i this method of pro¬ 
ceeding may appear iahay^^J^en from parsimony, yet noto¬ 
riety, rather than avftrici^'ljlemed ruling piiiicijde. 

By the adoption of this dfrty by oxpeiieuc(‘, 

tliat ho excited much cmiosity, and consider able no- 

ticc. He has been heard himself to that a lady cam*' 
purposely from Yorkshire to see him ^ the most remarkable 
character she had ever heard of, and it is certain that other 
ladies have been equally curious. Several of his neighbours, 
especially those on the opposite side of the street, frequently 
ofleied to defray the expense of painting and repairing tlic 
froiit of his house, l)ut this he constantly refused, alleging that' 
his shop was so well known abroad, as well as at home, by the 
denomination of tho DlrUj Warelmm of Leadenhall Strt'et, that 
to alter its u]>pearanco would ruin his trade with tlio Levant 
and other foreign parts. 

Tho confusion whicli prevailed in the inteiior of this place 
was not less remarkable than its ruinous appearance without. 
Hold car-rings, trinkets, and other valuable articles, lay bune<l 
among his goods in various parts of the house. Nothing, ])ei- 
hap.s, can convey a better idea of the disorder of Bentley’s shop 
aud business than the following anecdote. The traveller of a 
jiK'i'cantilo house at Binningham called upon him, and obtained 
an orch'r to a con.'iiderahlo amount, whioli was duly executed. 
Alrout two years afterwards he waited upon him for payment 
fur the goods, when Bentley, nbt re .collecting his person, wa.s 
astonished at tho demand, and declared his total ignorance of 
the transaction. The traveller, after repeated application, at- 
tvibiding the cause to tho apparent confusion <rf the place, re- 
fpu'sted permission to search for tlie goods, whicli lie thought 
he .sluaild know. After spending much time and tioubl(‘, lie 
ai length discovered tho bale of goods, unpacked, exactly as it 
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yv{i<^ from Uinuiiiglviiii, auf^ *>outley, Ijeiiig conviiiood, im- 

fiiat(*ly hcttled the account. 

?]ie ignorant cii’cplatcd a report that he had in liis house a 
hi room, for tho same purpose as tliat mentioned in the popular 
story of “Blup-beard j” .but this is thought to have been set on 
foot by himsolf, fOf'the ^,^r|)p?o.o|vCbccking impertinent curi- 
owity. It is, liOWeYo^^t'a 'bad a room -which had 

remained lochod-^l|||', Wng^ over opened for a gveat 
inimhw of yeatS.,>’^i»^8‘jugular fancy the following cirenm- 
Htauc(5 is said to liav^lpeeu the cause, Bentley was engaged to' 
he married to a young lady, and previous to the perforinaneo 
of the eevemony, he invitod her and several of her K'latives to 
partal^e of a sumptuous entertainment. Having prepared 
everything for their reception, he anxiously awaited in ,ftliis 
apartment the arrival of his intended bride, when a nieshcj). 
ger entered, bringing tho melancholy intelligence of her bijilden 
death. This unexpected event hatl sueli an effect upo-'i lim, 
that he elosod up the room, -with the n'boliition that it should 
never again be openedi. 

In this capacious habitation Bentley livi'd alone, without ser- 
-taiit or domestic of any kind. Ifor more than twenty j'^ears 
hi'lore he (piiited business, he had not heijt a servant of either 
sev, and if asked tho reason he would vi‘])ly that he was once 
robbed by a servant, and was therefore determined never to 
keep one agaii\ To a person who intpihed whether ho kc'pt a 
dog or cat to destroy any vermin he might Imve in the house, 
he answered with a smile : “ No sir, they only make more tliii 
and spoil more goods than their services are worth. And as to 
rats and mice,” added he, “ how can they live in my house 
when I take ear<} to leUvo them nothing to cat?” 

Though ho kept no -sen^ant in his house, he employed a ]) 0 ()r 
mail by tho hour to watch his door, to prevent the intrusion of 
impertinent people, carry out hi.s goods occasionally, buy pro- 
\i.sioiis and hand tho shutters, wliicli he himself put up and 
down (‘Very night and morning. This man had directions, 
when Beni ley was above, shaving or otherwise ('mi)k)yecl, to 
call him on the entrance of any customer, when he would 
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coiijo doAvn jofji a& Lewis, half shaved, or peiliajis half nalual, 
!Notwi til standing his oddities, he was remarhahly iiolite to lus 
customers, and tlio ladies in particular were loud iutlu'ii-praises 
of the elegance ojf his manners, 

lAmid tho massr of fUth yvljich a Ic^ scriels of years had 
accumulated in his hahtt^t^flfe(pg^tl^jliSi,d itie kind^ of life Ave 
have already expired, 

and in Fehniaiy, 1804, rehuLanei', 

Jiciiig under articles to his succ^<||^||^^i%, to roliniinish 
*l)Ubincss in his favour. For thirtyinvariably le- 
fusod admittance to everyone, landlord not e^- 

( opk'd, df'claring that he Avould liot'.gtifftr a saint from heaven 
to go over his house. His lease torttiinatod at Christmas, 1802, 
aiifl during the next year he was the tenant,of Mr, (losJing, 
iiud o Jiiui also he denied access till he could no longer Aiith- 
liold ;t. 

Mr.^GosUug, on ohiaining ]>osscs,sion of the prmiises, iii- 
didgi'd the curious Avitli a \ieAv of thi^ apaJinients, This ]»ei. 
nn‘‘Si()n attiactcd a great number.pf visitors, by one of aaIioiu 
the following description of the irittaior of this extraoidiiiai)/ 
luaiiMon ib given. 

The first objects that nttiactpd attcniion wore tbe poiuhuous 
folding-doons of the bUoji, and Iho rusty bolts, baro, and chams 
ior hecuiing them. The ceiliujg; in the ludl exiiibited ti'.ue. of 
loinuT clegniue, and the displayed mucli woriaiian- 

bhi]). On tho List flight of stairs liungthe remaiub of a ]un<; 
(>\tiiiguished lamp. The first rpom on,the first floor had bei n 
alvitiheii, where Avas seen a jack, si)it, tho rusty condition 
of Mhioli demonstrated that it,had’not moA^ed for nutny 
Ai'ai.s. It had long been deprived of its ebain, Aiith vshidi 
Jienll.'} secured the tea-trays placed against tbe broken 
ot lus .shop-AvindoAv.s. Jlcie also Avas a clock, which was (»u<e 
bandsoine, and no doubt regulated tho moA’-emeuts of his 
tathoi’s family, but now so disguised with dirt as to be nnich 
'•( tter calculated to infoiin tho spectator how many ji'ars! Iillli 
H h.ul accumuhded, then to point out the fleeting hours ami 
jauuites. Th( kitchen range, onci* equally good and ibeful, 
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liad (•lily lieen utjtid to support » fryiiig-paii wiLlioiit a Ii.ukIIc, 
tiiriously lueiuled iritli pegs, in which Bontley used to hum a 
mixture of small coal aaid iiharooal for cooking his provisions. 
The furniture of this place consisted of p, dirty round tiihle, 
and a hottomleas chair i^e uecfol by the cover of a packing- 
box. EitJept a' the sludvcs 

and drc.sscrs • ijd shoos, a masquoradi' 

wig, coclced the ,tin flour-ves.se], tlie 

cleanest articlea chemist’s pipkin supplied 
with soap h^sh of his own manufacture, and j! 

piece of hrokett iooliu^^ase curiously inlaid in wood. Tln\ 
was evidently ^(hc'duly (h^ssihg and sitting room, and hei-e aho 
its extraordinary inhabitant reposed, wrapjiing hiuisc'lf u]-) in 
an old coat, and lying yjpon tho floor, which from the at-fimn- 
liitud dirt and rubbish must have been softer than th(‘ baio 
hoards. 

Next to the Icftclien was a small study, ap]»ai’ently long in¬ 
habited by spiders. The closet was full of dirty hotths, liom 
u hi(‘h it was conjccturpd that Bentley had fonneriy boon ('ii- 
gaged in cbemical put suits. The ceiling of this room had heem 
elegant, and the ground being bine, he gave it the name of the 
blue-room, by which it has alrccicly been mentioned in this mu 
laliie. The secretary and hook-case contained some valiwbb' 
norks ; the counter-part w£«8 hi? jewelry casket, from wliicdi lu' 
used to indulge his female enstopaers with little oriianieiits as 
])!•(.sents, which never failed to be very jiroduclive in his u.iy 
ol‘ husme.sa. 

The dining-room contained a largo round mahog.iny t.ibli‘, 
at which, as Bentley related, the company were entertained at 
his christening. Heye tho l<|t;iing glasses and pictujvs could 
not he distingiiishkl from the sable walls. Tho anticpirited 
grate, once of highly polished steel, b’ut for many y('ar.s a pu v 
to comsiiming mst, contained nothing comhustibh', but seroned 
to groan under an immense burden of mortar ami lubbi^lj 
blm\n down tho chimney. The marble sidcboaid, in'Hcs of 
chan's, the chimney-piece elegantly Ciorved, and tlie’.sliadf's 
of lustres hung round the ceiling, indicated the former resjxxt- 
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of' the place. Tlic caj'X)et in this room -was a curiosity, 
l’<.)r except the corner was turned up, the ^^sit(n• iniagiiicd that 
lie was treading on dirty boards. One of the closets was full 
(jf pii)kins and phials, of which Bentley charged his successor 
to be particularly careful as. they contained poison toough to 
destroy half London. ^. 

The second floor was t^y.K of nibbish and filth. 

In one of the rooms waS a' K'eap' df,f^tl||^8i;yi^ had been tho 
contents of a bed that had faneh 'tb’pi^^^^^^ and 

adjoining to this was a small apartment,’6ncc his mother’s 
favourite dressing-room, but long converted into a workshop, 
and which contained tliOTcraains of a forge, work-hench, tools 
for jcwelleiy, smith’s work, japanning and‘other operations. 
Ill tlijc passage lay all the account books of his father, who no 
(louht would have Ik‘ou eipudly mortified and imtated could 
ho huye retiiniod to witness his son’s proceedings. In one of 
tlie garrets wi're found fragments of a four-jiost bedstead, relics 
1)1' blankets, iuHoavs, and bedding, but no description can convey 
any idea of their rotten and filthy condition. Tliis had ('.vi- 
(le.Titly onco been Bentley’s chamber. It also contained a heap 
of old shoes and several baskets of ford cast-off linen. In 
anotluii’ of tlie^gaiTots was a table covered with globes and 
astronomical iiistruments, tolescoiies, compasses, and books, and 
Inn-e Bentley is said to have spent much time in the study of 
the heavens. 

Such was the appearanco of tho intcifor of this huildiiig, 
hicli I’emaiiiod for twenty years the wonder of every sjiectator. 
I’.cuth'v, before he (piiLted the premises, was at length obliged 
to submit to the disagreeable necessity of putting them in r(“- 
pair. To avoid any legal discussion on the subject of dilapida- 
tions, he paid down without hesitation the sum at ichich the 
siirvc'yor estimated the expense of tho rejiairs; hut in this 
busiiuiss he manifested his accustomed singularity, not suffering 
tin; labourers to enter the '^ound-fioor but compelling them to 
di'seend into the cellar through its window, and to go up to tho 
tc.p aiUl other parts by a ladder raised against the front, so as 
not to inleiTUpt the Inisiuess of his .shop. 
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Til F(* 1 )]-naiy, 1801, as we have ali’ea(l3MTicJitioiie(l, Leiitlc}' 
filially (]uitk*d that house, in which lor forty years he had oou- 
dncted husiness in'a manner so truly extraordinary, lie then 
took a house in Jewry Street, Aldgate, where he lived for three 
3'ears, but the landlord, not willing that it shoidd fall a sacrifice 
to liis filth,, declined the renewal bf: the lease, and Bentley w'as 
again compelled to find another liibbde., 

From Jewry Stroet'-he removed to Leonard Street, Shorc- 
ilitch, taking witKhim-a stp||p.©f spoiled goods to the amount 
of <£10,000, which he boon'afterwards sold in the lot for only 
£1000. AVith this added to £400, which ho then had in the 
Bank, ho might have secured an income fully adequate to his 
v ants for the remainder of his life; hut of this prospect he was 
soon deprived, being robbed of a considerable sum by a woman 
of loose character, with whom he was inqinident cnongli to 
form a connexion in his old age, after having, for upwtxids ol' 
forty 3Tars, not even allowed himself a female servant. Mere 
he lived for about twelve months, wdieii, jirobably to divert Jiis 
mind from the contemplation of his misfortune, Ik*, quitted it, 
and commenced a perambulation from one country place to 
ajiothcr, more in the habit of a beggai' than a traveller for 
]»lcasurc. lu this pedestrian excursion he journeyed as far as 
Alusselhurgh in Scotland, ami put u]» at a small inn, ^vh(u•(^ lie. 
was scii5ed with a fever. After some time, finding his disoi'dcr 
riTax, he proceeded to Haddington, a distance of ten miles tVom 
JMu.sstdburgli, through the exertion of wdiich a rolajiso ensmul. 

peiiidh'ss, and suftcring severely from his iiidisposilioii, 
he toob up Ids abode at the Crown Inn, w-here he wrike a lettei- 
to a fri('U(l at Sheilield, requesting a rcinittauce of £ 5 , which 
la* soon after rt'ceived. 

Althongh getting worse and woi-se he refused any ni(‘dical 
aid, till the landlord, fearing his disorder might jirove fatal, 
called ill assistance ; but it was too late, for after lin'au’inu' 
some time he expired, about the close of the year 1809 , ami 
was huri(;d at Haddington church, under the superintemlcnce 
of the magistrates, by part of whom, togctlier v ith the lujal- 
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lord of tlie CI■o^n), and several of the iuhahitanty. his j eniaias 
wer(i attended to the grave. 

Tlic whole of the expenses, including lodging, medical at¬ 
tendance, and burial, did not amount to £10. His £400 w as 
administered to soon after his death. 


Jeffrey 



Muyor of Carf'at. 


T EPTIiEY DUNSTAN, or as he was significantly called since 
J his appointment to the mayoralty of Garrat, Sir ilefrrey 
Duiistaii, Avas found in the 1759, wrapped up in a clotli, 
at tlio door of a church-warden of the Parish of St. Diinstan in 
tlui East; and from the superiority of the riiantle he liad on, 
it is likely he was tlio c^ld o‘f some respectable person who did 
not choose to own hini,'^vvhicli is most probably the case ; hut 
c(!rtain it is, no one did cA’^er lather him. AVhen hniwnr and 
fnrtnnr- smiled on vSir JcHrey, ho never tronhled hiraseU’ to 
.search into the secrets of the Herald’s Office for family arm,-?; 
hut in opposition to them, formed liis OAvn armorial bearing,s ; 
Avhich were four Avigs, and Ins crest, a quart pot, enddematie. 
of his pursuits of life ; for ho qoifld no^re.sist, at times, the 
temptations of London and he seemed to agree Avitli a late 
learned senator, that the publicans in London, seemerl to sIioav 
th(>ir pots hi the streets, as much as to say “ coiiui and sti'al 
mo !” Wliother our hero ever heard that sound vibrate in hi.s 
ear.s, avc are not informed ; but sure it is, lie uuAvarranti'diy 
m.ade rather too free With them, for Avhich offence he Avas 
ki*j)t in durance vilo ; hence the 'meaning of his cre.st: old wigs 
being Ids favourite cry through the sti’eets, it was his Avi.sh that 
they should fill each quarter of his arms. 

f^r Jeffrey Avas reared in the work-house of the above parish 
till of the age of 12 years, when he was apprenticed for the 
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term of nine years to a greengrocer; V'lucli time lie did not 
serve out; but ran away to Birmingluitn, where he worked iu 
several factories ; and the hard labour there, contiibutcd to add 
to his iieculiar deformity. ‘ 

Our hero again appeai'ed in London, in the year 1770 ; and 
Ave believe soon after entered the holy bands of matrimony, 
Avith a fair nymph of the parlieux, of St. Giles’s, by Avhom lie 
had tv/o daughter^ who were teaUy fine women ; Sir Jeffrey 
Avas fond of his pi^ehy, whom he called Miss Polly and Miss 
Kancy; and tliey, always returned the compliment, by calling 
him Papa. He was remarkably dirty in his person, and always 
had his shirt thrown open, wluch'CX]AOsed his breast to public 
A'icAV ; and was often accompanied by his daughters. He had 
a filthy habit, when be saAV a number of girls around him, to 
spit in their faces, saying, “ there, go about your business.” 

The Court Calendar does not inform us when Mr. Dunstaii 
received the honour of knighthood ; but Ave believe it was on 
the death of Sir John Harper; Avhich was about the time 
of the celebrated contest for Westminster in 1784, between 
HckkI, Fox, and Wray; for in the spring following he Avas 
uiiauimously elected Mayor of Garrat which scat ho kojit till 

1 

* “ The origin of the mayor and-members of Garrat was thus:— 
About 17o0, several persons who lived near that part of AVaudswoi-tli 
which adjoins to Garrat Lane, had formed a kind of club, not merely 
to eat and drink, but to concert measures for removing the oumoafdi- 
meuts made on that part of the common, and to prevent any others 
being made for the future. As the members were most of them jirr- 
sons in low circumstances, they agreed, at every meeting, to contri¬ 
bute a trifle in order make up a x^urse for the defence of flieir 
collective rights. When a suffici«mt sum of money was subserila d, 
they applied to a worthy attorney in that neighbourhood, who brouglit 
an action against the encroachers, in the name of the president, (or as 
they called him, the Mayoi*',) of the club. They gained their suit 
with costs; the encroachments were destroyed; and ever after, the 
president, Avho liVed many years, was called ‘ The Mayor of Garrat.’ 
'J’his event happening nt the time of a general election, the ceremony, 
upon every'new parliament, of choosing out-d(»nr members for the 
borough of Garrat, has been constantly kept up, and is still continued 
\o the great emolument of all the publicans at AA'andswortli, wlio 
annually subscribe to all the incidental ox]iensc.s attending this'mock 
election.'’— Dr, Jla^hson’s Landou <aid its .Environs, A'ol. A'., x). 30(5. 

I 
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his death ; he neither bought the votes of liis constituents, nor 
sold them; he was 'pure, in politics—virtuous in his ojjicinl 
capacity! 

The cavalcade on his first election was grand in the extreme, 
he was drawn in a phaeton, decorated in all the gaudy splendour 
6f magnificence : in which order they arrived at Garrat Lane, 
an insignificant dirt village in ithe parish of Wandsworth; a 
jfiace that has had the hphourpf giv^hg the^^titie of mayor to 
the mos.t deformed and stupid of ^oluiv’Shll’s children ; the 
place well accords with the title. V - " 

The money spent during these elections is very great; 
according to Grose, the qualification of a vo^r consists in his 
being able to swear on a brick-bat, that he has had an amour 
in tlio open air in the fields round Garrat Lane. 

It is usually expected that the candidates should sjieerMfy a 
little ; in order, therefore, to qualify them, they are taught an 
oration, which is always full of popular sentiments and''pro¬ 
mises. The following is the speech of Sir Jeffrey Dunstan : 

TO THE WORTHY ELECTORS OF THE ANCIENT BOROUGH 

OF GARRAT. 

“ My Louds, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

“ A landed property being the only unc.xceptionable qualifi¬ 
cation that entitles me to a seat in the august parliament of Great 
Britain, 1 presume my estate in the Isle of Mud will, in point of pro- 
])ertj', secure to mo your votes and interests, to represent yoxi in tlio 
oiusning parliament. Now ladies and gem’men, 1 propose for the good 
of mankind, to anticipate a few promises like other great men, but 
which I will strictly adhere to, that is, as long as I find it my interest 
so to do. First, in regard to lus Majesty’s want of money, I nm deter¬ 
mined to mako him easj' on that point, (God bless him) by abolishing 
the use of it entirely, and reducing the price of gold, it being the 
worst canker to the soul of man, and the only expwient I can tliink 
of to prevent bribery and corruption, an evil which all the great fn<j 
wiqsiA Wcstmiuslcr cannot prevent, notwithstanding alltiieir gravity 
and knowledge, as the late proceedings against governor Green Peas 
ean fully testify. Now, as ray worthy constituents may be as.sui c(l, 

1 slmll ii.so all my honest endeavours to get a majority in the house, 

I sliall uhviiys take the popular side of tlie question, and yet to do all 
J eu 1 to oblige that jewel of a man. Sugar Plumb Billy, particularly • 
to assist him in paying off the national debt, without wetting a sponge. 
My bchemc for this, ladies and gem’men, is to unmany all those who 
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choose it, on such terms as the minister sliall think ht. This bcioj^ a 
glorious opportunity for women of spirit to exert themselves, and re¬ 
gain their long lost empire over their husbands, whom they could 
only cuckold now and then; I hope they will use all their coaxing 
arts to get mo elected in their husbands’ place ; and this will greatly 
increase the influence of the crown, and vastly lower India bonds. 

“ As I dctosfthe idea of a, placeman, I pledgc-myself not to accept of 
anything less'than the government of Duck Island, or the bishopric of 
Durham, for 1 am very rond of a clean shirt, and lawn sleeves I think 
look well; besides, the ssne gthz non is'&e thing I aim at, like other 
great men. The IhSia;f5j;(mpahyi too, I will convey from Leadcnhall 
Street to Westmihsterj^d according to my own wig principles, I 
will create all the‘‘directors and nabob’s titles, and, besides, show 
them the way to get ’what they have been long aiming at—the way to 
Jkitany Bay. And then I shall prove the Excise Office to he the 
greatest smuggle in the nation, for they smuggled the ground from 
Iho public on which their office stands, and for which I shall conjure 
U]) 01(1 Gresham’s ghost, to read them a lecture upon thieving. 

“ Dike other great men, I pledge my honour, life, and fortune, that 
1 will remove all heavy taxes by substitution, placing them upon tlui 
ladies of the town, whom I will incorporate into one body, under the 
name of the SISTERS, and every time they retire into their private* 
apartments, they shall pay six-pence to an officer placed at the dooi- 
for that purpose, and this, I think, will create a greater revenue than 
was ever yet brought into the Exchequer. 

“By another glorious scheme, contrived by me and my friend Lord 
George Gordon, I shall, by a philosophical, aristooratical thornio- 
meter, or .such like hydi’aulics, discover the longitude; yes, it will at 
last bo discovered amoRg the Jews of Duke’s Place: and the secret of 
IMasoury b}' the Indies of King’s Place. 

“ City honours I never coveted, nor would I give^an old wig to bo 
drawn in idle state through Cheapside’s foggy air on a 9th of Noveui- 
bi'r.— No, I would rather sit by the side of my great friend Mr. Fox 
in the Dukn of Devonshire’s coaeh, and make another coalition, or go 
with liim to India, and be a governor’s great man; for. 

Hated by fools, and fools to hate. 

Was always Jeffrey Dunstan’s fate. 

Though my Lord George has turned Jew, and wears a broom about 
his chili,* I never intend to do so until his informer is dead, or the 

* The Hon. George Gordon, commonly called Lord George Gordon, 
who rendered himself so conspicuou.s during the riots in 17K0, adtqUcd 
in his latter days the habit and manners of a Jew. He died Novem¬ 
ber 1 , 1793, in Newgate, where he had been confined two years, for a 
libel on the moral and political conduct of the Q,ueen of France; 
three years more for a libel on the Empress of llussia; and ten mouths 
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timo elapsed of his imprisonment in the county tfastle, and iiion wd 
shall both go into Duke’s Place, and be sworn true friends, as David^ 
and Jonathan were; then woo he to the informing busy bookseller of 
Hpiulli'elds, who was lately turned out of tlio fcinogo for keeping a 
blowing, and eating pork with the rind om Depend upon it his Avin- 
tlows Avill then chatter more Hebrew than bo ever understood. And 
all this shall bo done by me, in' spite of him. Yes^ by hic, your 
humble servant, ' . ; . 

JEKPja^x Dunstan, 

Hir JefFruy in liis pcnnmbulationB-h|id^Vii|^ a slack thrown 
across his sbouklers, liis cry being 

more knoAvn in London by the appeUatioiii “Old Wigs,” 
tluiii that of tlie Mayor of Gairot. 

lie used to sell liis portrait with his speech, about the streets, 
of Avhich he was very proud. Another print of him was pub- 
lislu'd. ill the character of Br. Last, which character he pur- 
tbruiod at the Ilaymarkot Tlieati-e. ' . 

tSir .lelFrey formed many a good >subject for the print shops ; 
n.s a ridicule on tlio politicians and orators of his da 3 ^ He aa'hs 
vcjircsonted standing on a stool, asking this queMdon, “ ITow 
far Avas it from the first of August to Westminster Bridge?” 

^ liis death Ayas sudden ; for in the year 1797, being at. a 
jovial iiieotiiig near Saltpetre Bank, and, drinking rather more 
than hi.s usual quantity of juniper, his companions placed liiiu 
ill a Avheel-barroAv, and conveyed him to his lady, in J’longh 
Streu't, and in a foAA’’ hours after, he died, smothered AA'ith 
li(]Uor. , ■ 


longer for not procuring the necessary security for enlargement, 
liis la^J. moment.^ arc said to liavc been embittered by the knoAvledge 
tbiit h(' could not be buried gawag the Jews; to Avhose’ rcligiou bo 
Avas warmly attaclied.' ' , ' 
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Heni*y Dimsdale, 

Mayor of Carrat. 

'T'lTIS poor idiot born in Shug Lane, Ilapnarlcet, in the 
year 1758. .<3tf his early pursuits little is known; but 
uu find him, itt tec^jivitig parochial relief from St. Alai- 
tiii’b parish: his-trade at^tUat time was “ vending buhluns, 
tlut'ad, and st^y-laces for t^o hrdics.” He next turned imifiin- 
(lealiu', by wliicli he rendered himself very conspicuous about 
the streets of London. His haimless behaviour gained him 
many customers, and life rolled on gaily and snioothlj^ till 
“ambition fired his soul j” aS^d he aspired to the lionour of 
ri’pref'eutlng tISe borough of Gara-at, on tlio death of the cele- 
liiat'’d yir Jeffrey Hunstan, and in this he '<\'as t,uece.sstiil. 
Sir liany was elected to fill the imj}<)ri&,nt station of Mnyor of 
(biriat, during four parKarnonts) though not without e\pv'ri- 
dicing violent opposition in the persons of Squire Jubson the 
bill-sticker, Lord Goring tho ministerial barber, and olheib, 
following is a copy of liw address to his constituents, at 
the gcud'.il election, 1807 

“10 THE •\V01tTHY, FREE, AND INDEPENDENT ELEC'iOK.S 
OP THE ANCIENT BOROUGH OF CtAlUlAT. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Ouce more you are Called on to exercise your invaluable 
tights, the Elective Franohifie, for yeUr anoient and iiououcable boi- 
ougli, and once more your faithful represontativc, lor the last tluco 
pailiaiueiits, offers lum^ell’ a candidate. . 

“ G ontleinen — As all the Z'nionts were lately diMutssed, disgracc- 
iully, it is lequisite I should declare to you 1 held no place under 
Ihoni. 1 am, Gentlemen, no milk and water patriot—T am no .suin- 
n)(*r insect—1 have always been a Champion fur the rights and piivi- 
h'gos of my constituents—and as wo have now an entno change of 
TiK n, I hope, as they are culled by many aJ/ ih( hloch/t, they Will see 
till’ nceo-isity of calling to*their aid and assi’it.ince nif>n who have long 
been hid in obscurity^—men, whose virtue and iiitegriiy may shine at 
this awful crisis, A^id, Gentlemen, should they at length see thew 
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interest so clear, as to call into action my abilities, I declare I am 
ready to accept any place under them, but 1 am determined to act on 
independent prinoijdeS^^ as my worthy colleague, Lord Cochrane, so 
loudly and so often S'wwre on tho hustings, at Covont Gpden. 

“ Gentlemen— I congratulate you on the defeat of Sixpenny Jack,*- 
he waa obliged to hop off and leave the laurel of victory to Sir Fran¬ 
cis Burdett and my worthy colleague, LorACoohrane, and sliould any 
(iuixofio candidate be hatdy enough to contest with me, the high 
honour of representing your ancient borough, I have no doubt, by 
your manly exertions, you will completely triumph over my opponent. 
In times past, you have had confidence in my wisdom and integrity - 
you have looked up to me as your guardian angel—^and 1 hope you 
have not been deceived, for, believe me, whetn I repeat what i so 
often have done, I am ready to sacrifice life, health, and fortune, in 
defence of the invaluable rights, privileges, and immunities of yoiu- 
ancient and honourable borough. 

‘*Iam, Gentlemen, ' 

“ Your most obedient, bumble Servant, 
“SiE Heney Bimsuall. 

my Attic CJiamhcr. 

“ The dirty end of Monmouth Streety 
**Ju,ne 10 , 1807 .” 

In this contest, Sir H.aiTy was again successful, and liis pio- 
cc.4ion to Garrat Laiio exceeded anything of the kind over s(>l'u 
ill London. Ho was placed (or ratlier tied) on an oinmonci' in 
a carnage somewhat resemhling a triumphal car drawn hy loni* 
liorsos, which wofe profusely decorated with dyed wood .sIma- 
idgs—a substitute for rihands. The dress of Sir ITarry \mis 
perfectly m suite, and the tout ensemble, ^ rare display of eccen¬ 
tric magnificence. Solomon, in-all his glory, was not more 
.sumptuously arrayed than the Mayor of Garrat on this momo- 
nil)h' <lay. His hat alone cost-his Oommitteo the enormous .sum 
of ii3 lOs. 

And now, for a short time, all was sunshine with Sir Harry; 
yet he found sometliing was wanting to comifieto hi,s hapi>ini*ss, 
and he resolved on taking to his bosom a Avifo; a suitable ob¬ 
ject presenting herself in the person-of an inmate of St. Ann’s 
workhouse. In a few weeks after the consummation of their 

• Alluding to John Elliot, Esq., brewer, who was a candidate with 
Sir F. Burdclt and Lord Cochrane, for the city of Westminster—-ut 
which time porter was sixpence a pot. 
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nnptials, liis rih, with tho utmost good-nature, prescntod him 
Avith a son and heir, of which lie was vew ptoud. 

In Garrat Lane is a small house, which it is said should he 
occulted by the elected fer the timf being; but this 

is ordered otheifwibe. Sir;HaiiTy> however,] used to say, that 
tho matter ought to be inquired-into, but he died before “he was 
able to bring it forward m parliament.' . 

In addition -to'.W office of mayor,, he was noihinated as a 
proper p€TSqa.*t6 be to the then all-powerful Bona¬ 

parte, whereupon^ iwha ^ected Emperor. His garb now as¬ 
sumed all the show of royalty; but unlike most monarchs, he 
carried his'crown in his hand, it not being correct, he said, for 
him to wear it till he had ousted his more powerful rival. In 
tliis character, Sir Harry levied pretty handsome contributions 
oil the good people of .London; but tho novelty of his person 
at length lost ’ most of its attractions; he became neglected; 
illness seized liim, and he died in the year 1811, in the 53rd 
year of his age. , - 

By liis death the boys were deprived of an object of ridicule, 
and the compassionate man spared the painful task of witness¬ 
ing so harmless a,being tormented and ill-used by the unfeeling 
and the heedless. 

On the demise of ^r Harry, the mayoralty of Garrat was 
invested on Sir John Coke, a well-known and eccentric coster¬ 
monger, of Tothill Fields, Westminster. 

The greatest acquir^jBnt, ^^^ qualify a candidate 

for the representation of thififlwwsf ndbU and. ancient horough, 
appears to be some great deformity, idiotism, or professed bac- 
clianalianism, for at a late election we observed in a hand-l>ill 
of one of the candidates^ that b|s principal recommendation 
wais his being “ The tried frknd of Hodgei Best! I /”—and in 
another, “ The tried friend of Barclay aid Chomhes ! 1F 
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A Painter- 

\ 

TN a, wotjc^'tlic which is to delincato the 

liVfee tbuH of't<ecoeiifkc’iaid rem^kaWe chaa’actcM s, 

few j)€iiffi(>iia ttsiii justly claim a place celebrated 

artist, Ocoi^ge Mttrland. Though lideat y^xtlh talottts, which, if 
prudently applied, might have rais^ him*to.affluence and <lis- 
tinoHon, such was the iui)forfcunate bent of his dnqiosition, that 
he as.sciciated only with the meanest of mankind, and a life of 
alternate extravagance and distress was tenninated by his death 
in a spniiging-hoiise. 

(Jeorge Morland was born* in the year 1763. flis father was 
a ])oi trait painter in crayons, and liis talents, though re8]:)c>ctabl<‘, 
wei e not of the first order. In early life he h^ made a con- 
sidevahh) figure, hut having lost mticli prbporty hy ejigaging in 
s(h('m(‘8 not conducted Avith ptiidenco, he retired from the 
w'oiid in di‘'*gust, and oducatod his family in that obscunty to 
\\bi<h the naiTowness of hiy itiit^miStanoes confined him. 

(ieorge in his-infancy is said to,hifV^ mauife.sted a predih'c- 
lion for the art; Sipi it- is o^rtaitj,'tlmt in the exhibitions of 
tli<- society of artists, to which his father belonged, w'ere shown 
(liawings by his son, wherf tmly funsf', five,, and six years old, 
which would have <lone o^it to youths •yrho w^ere learning the 
•nrt {IS a professidli. From 'i^S'timo hia father ohliged him to 
.‘•tiidy, without intermission,'ttlS practice of oa eiy depjirtment 
of the art. ' 

He Avas at this period ,c<5|ife*ed tio an upper room, copying 
draAAungs, or pictures, and drawings !Erom plaister casts. Being 
almost entirely restricted from’^Otaety, all the opportuniti<'S he 
liiid for amusement were obtaiue|'by stealth, and his associates 
were a fe.Av boys in the n<'ighbourliood. The means of enjoy¬ 
ment Avere obtained by such close application to his businesb as 
to produce a foAv draAvhigs or pictures more than his father 
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imagiiu>rl lio could complete in a given tiiAe. These he lowered 
hy a string from the window of liis aparijment to his youthful 
companions, by whom they were converted into money, which 
they spent in oommon when opportunitjes offered. In this 
manner passed the first’seviinteen years *of tlielifeof Gwrgc 
Morland, and to this imi’emitted diligence and. application h<' 
was indebted fpr the extraordinary power he possessed over 
tlie implements of his art. Avarice was fh© ruling passion of 
Ids father; passion was so insatiable, thil® he hept In'! 

son incessantly Vi work, ^and gave liim little, if any, other cdu- 
(alion. To this cias© must doubtless be attributed all the 
irregularities of'W subsequent life. 

Morland’s first original compositions were dictated by Ids 
father. They '^re small pictures of two or throe figures taken 
from the ballads’ of day. These his father put into frames, 

and sold at different prices, from ono guinea to three, according 
in the jiockets of his customers. These, though infinitely in¬ 
ferior to his later productions, were much admired; many fell 
into the hands of engravers, and the engravings made from 
them first brought Motlaud into notice. 

Sunie gcntlenu’n, to whom, the elder Morland was known, 
Avidied to jiationize the youthful artist; from one ho borrowI'd 
two eapital pieces by Vemet, which George copied in an ad- 
ndr:i])l(i style, Mr. Angersteiu permitted him to take a (‘o])y 
of Sir Joshua Keyuolds’s celebrated piteturoof Garrick bet w'cen 
Tjagedyand Comedy, and on this occasion the unfoi-tiiiiato 
peculiarity of his dispoil^tionstrikingly displayed. 'I'he 
original was^it Hackheath^ whither the two Morlands went to 
copy it. Mr. Angersteiu wished to notice the youth, and to 
oli.'.erve the progress of the htlt ho refused to begin his 

picture till ho had obtamfld’ 4 \i^^ 6 femn jn'orniso that lie should 
he overlooked by no person’'^Vhatevor. The promise was 
given; ho painted the picture; associated with the servants 
while he remained in the house, and no encouragement or 
entreaties could bring him into the company of the generous 
and public-spirited proprietor. 

A friend, who was going to pass the summer at Margate, 
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advisfd old Morland to send liis son to tliat place to por¬ 
traits. The- plaji appeared a good one, and was adopted. 
George, with lua picture of Garrick and sonae others, took 
lodgings for the season; customers flocked to him, his por¬ 
traits pleased, and he began a g?eat number. UnfoHunattjly, 
tho society of accomplished women or rational men made him 
feel his own iterance and insignificance, heittce eveay one wlio 
sat to him wa^i ^ object of disgust. The pig*raoes, and other 
('legant amusements projected for tlie lowi^,cird(^ of visitors at 
Margate, engaged tho whole of his attention, and the portraits 
were thrown aside to be completed in town. Instead of n-- 
turning home with his pockets full of mouey*^ ho only broxight 
a large cargo of unfinished canvasses; and as the engagements 
of the watering place are forgotten in the capital, very few of 
them were afterwards completed. 

Though, in this expedition, he obtained very little pecuniary 
advantage, h^ gained several points that were of considerahh* 
cousequeuce. He acquired the reputation of being an artist 
who possessed considerable talents; he emancipated himself 
from paternal authority; and instead of handing a sketch slily 
out of tho window to raise a few shillings, he did what ho 
])leased, and fixed what price ho thought proper on his luhouns. 
JJy moans of the money thus obtained*,he was eiiahled to malci' 
many acquaintances, who Unfortunately contributed to lix his 
character for life. The lowest among the professors of his art 
now became the companions. <& Morland, To these ho was 
equal in intellect, and supenorin tahstat; he was likewise supe¬ 
rior to them in a circum^t*moe which will always obtain from 
such persons what ignorant jUJtipn, the adulation of their 

associates. A ride into tiba ^ ® smock-race or a grin- 

nlng-match, a jolly dinner, a;^||^'^m^king-hout after it, a mad 
scamper home with a fiounee'jStttO |be mud, and two or three 
other ct oeteras, formed the sum Uftheir enjoyments. Of these 
JNIorland had as much as he desired,’ and as ho was the richest 
of tho sect, by the community of property among such jolly 
dogs, he commonly paid for them more than his shai’c. 

About tliis time Moiiaiid married, and became acquainted 
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with J. R Smith the ■ engraver, who then dealt largely in 
prirts, for whom he painted, many piptwres of subjects from 
the familiar scenes of life.' ’ Every one was acquainted with the 
subjects, and feRvfhe-so that the 
prints which flai^foom tho^ hod an un¬ 

precedented,, ’tod, ejdti^ed :lWhe» iiof only 
througho^|||^f^ngdom, continent. The 

subjects ,% ^inifch, as, they displayed 

more .gi^#|i^f|S^'^Morlati:d ever seemed to possess. His 
I)eculito l^urst. forth with full. ,splendour, was 

landscape,, 60^’ ?lt% “found in sequestered - situations, and 
with appropr^td^i^^als and figures. ' He was extremely fond 
of visiting IhelCslq^Of Wight, and there is'^aroely an object to 
1)0 met with shore, at the back of the island, that his 

pencil has nqt d^hh^tedt His best pictures are replete with 
scenes drawn spot. A fine rocky diore,' with fisher¬ 

men mending their nets, careening their boats, or sending th(‘ir 
fish to the neighbouring market-towns, were scenes he most de¬ 
lighted in, when he attenapted sea-shore pieces, and the Isle of 
Wight afforded him abundant opportunities to gratify his taste 
and fancy. In this, Ins constat sumiher excursion, he was 
once recognised at a jltoe dfllod IVeshwater Gate, in a low 
])uh]ic-house, known by thd naiho.of the Cabin. A number of 
fisliermen, a few sailorsisjtod-^imee, Or four , rustics the 

homely group ; fhemj contributing his 

joke, and partaking imi^.merriment, when his friend 

called him aside, and entiiMted.his company for an hour. Mor- 
land, with some reluctance, w^tos^.from the Cabin; and tlui 
next day, when his.friend remonstrate on his keeping 

such company, he took pocket a sketch-book, and 

asked him where he was a trde picture ,of humble life, 

unless,in such a place as ^ friend had taken 

him. The sketch was k of eyorythmg in 

the Cabin tap-room, even to S-oouhtenance, a stool, a settee, or 
' the position of a figure. This representation his memory had 
supplied after leaving the house, and one of hisi best picture.s 
is the very scene he then sketched, a proof that his mind was 
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.still intent on ita favourite pursuit, the delineation of n.atxiro in 
her llomeH^Mt, though his manners at the. inouieiit be¬ 
trayed nothihg an?.jBagemess to partalve of the 

vulgar sur^o^^g compaStions. 

.DuriAg one of these excafe^fla friend ^yrliose honsi' ho 
resided,.having.gohe,to Londi^^^i^ an ord^'at his departure 
with an acquaintance at'<3o;«^^id^ve Morland'ri^ own price 
f(U-such-drawings df pictures- tee he cishould^v^^pk'proper to 
send.. The gehfcteihan intrusted with this^^JS^I^ioa, though 
highly respectahle hoth in his moral and charaeter, 

had, neveg^^ess, a very incompetent. ki:ro%vi^^ of, and as 
little true .relish for the fine arts. Morland'sC pictures were 
ahvays .^ht in ivith' an accompanying SdHdtatii^: for. ac¬ 

cording; tb ijatiire of the sxihjeot. TheS’e'd^an^^ 
regulariy'cqnij^d with, until at ■ lengrir.'i^'but,'h 
fini.shed djra^dhg transmitted with a dOmkiid, as iisud, for 
a .sum propc^ionate to its merit; Struck ^th the apparent 
di.sparity between the size of the drawing and the sum reqnirt.><l, 
which seemed oiit of,all proportion, the conscientiou.s agent 
])ositively„.refused to advance a .shilling until he had tians- 
iiiitted the dra^ng to his friend, whoVwas then in Loiuhni. 
'J’his was accordingly dono, and- inairirciioiis were inmnid lately 
sent hack to take the dranung iaany others a.s the ai (i. t 

might offer at the same priee. ,.,On of tliis lihi-r.-il 

iuui explicit ordbr^ythe'agent at .^^O^siw 'h^tened to fhid unt 
Morland and instantl;^ paid ol»- 

scTving that he thought liis friend der^igecl in his intellect. 

During Morland's stay at Yanaout^i’.ai tlie isle 6f. Wight, 
ho and his fellow traveliers“W!^-lft|iproh^^ hs .-apies, wliefi 
the former in Ins Vindicatip^^j^dgi^ several drawings which 
he had just finished at the oflicers ingeniously 

construed into confirpiatioBs^^it'^li^' guilt. They were ac¬ 
cordingly, escorted by a iiumeri^y^dt^ of soldiers and consta- 
hl('s to Newport, where, after bbihg'separately examined before 
tlie bench of justice.s, they, Were ,at -length discharged with a 
strict* injunction to jwint and draV no moire '.during their stay 
in the i.slandi 




The manner in -wliicli lie painted rural subjects obtained so 
liincli notice, that Ixis foi*tiine might now.have,been made; 
])nrcliasers appeared wlm would'have takoi^ Jlay number of pic¬ 
tures lie could have painted, and-'paid aiiy'pjipe for them he. 
conhl have deman^e4,,but low-b^ed picturt's 

stepped in, and ’^i^letpd the Jpw-hred artists lia<l 


begun 


y assiats^ them, much in this 


plan ; the ha'd/or tho society of gmitloracii made him 

averse to ,wh,o .only wished to purclx^, his pic- 

Thu! ids friends the dealer^ .took care to 

encourage to. s^h n-^degree, that men of hank and fortune were 
often denied admittance' to him when he was siurdunded by a 
gang of hai'pie^' who pushed the glass tod the joke apparently 
at the quiz wlm was refused admittance, but .in reality at the 
fool who was.tp^e, dnp^ .of their aitificcs. They, in the character 
of fricmls, purMKVse,|'of him all his pictures, which ..tliey after¬ 
wards sold dt vify advtoced prices. This was'Carlaed to such 
an extent, that 'gentlemen who wished to obtain Moriand’.s 
])iciuro.s ceased to apply to him for them, but applied to such 
of hi.s friends as had any to sell; so that he was entirely cut oh' 


ii-oiii all conncxicjii with the real admirers of his works, and a 
competition took place toioug those by whom he was sur- 
j-oiiiHlod, each striving to obtaiii poJssession tod ,to eichide all 
the rc.sl from a share in th'p'prey.' ; v ■ 

For thisreasou all werfe;auxious to-join ,;in^Tns country cx- 
ciu’.sions and his' didnkjnig'^artm^^ tod to .btont his paiuliiig- 
room in the momingi^lil^to .hand, to obtaih his frieiidshi}). 
Tims his original, failmig, was increased, his health and Ids 
talents wore injured, and by the Aj^ted efFort«[„of' the crew, his 
gros.s debaucheiy produced idleji^S, ,an<l a consequent emliar- 
i^assment of his circinnsttmcp, yrljeH he was sure .-to become a 
prey to some of this hou^t-sgi..It frequently happened, tliat 
when a picture had heeh by. one of his T’riends who 

advafieed some.money to to work, if the'purcha.ser 

tlid upt stand by to sqe it.ftnished, and carry it away with him, 
some otlier person, who,’H’’as lurking about for the purpo.se,.and 
knew the state of Morlahd’s pocket, by the temptation of a fmv 
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guineas, obtained tho picture, and carried it off, leaving the 
intended purchaser to lament his loss, and to seek liis remedy 
by prevailing ph jMbrland to paint liim another picture; that 
is, when he was in the humour to work for money he had 
already sp(mt; in making wihi^...ea!tisfaotion he certainly was 
not veiy aiertVw'erpi^jlp^ed in their turn, and though 
each exulted in the success of when lie was so lucky 

as to obtain a pictutp in thiS'.^y, yet they ail joined in ex¬ 
claiming agjunat IVtorland’eSvknt of honesty in keeping his 
promises.-' ' 

Mr. Hassell, himself an artist and the biography of Morlaiul, 
bad once sold one of his pictures to & ^ehtMni^j'^Who -it was 
stipulated ^mild have the companion Wit^ a given time. 
Notwithstanding half the price of the, latter, waa* paid in ad¬ 
vance, and the subject had been dead-coloured^ yet. convinced 
that all remonstrances on the necessity of honoPr. aiift^ punc¬ 
tuality in his ,engagements would have bben ineffectual, tlu5 
following stratagem was emidoyed. Morlaiid was an early 
riser, and in summer would frequently be at his easel by six in 
the morning and sometimes even sooner. Aware of this, M i-. 
Hassell procured two of his acquaintances to,personate slicrillW’ 
olficers, whom he stationed at the White Lion, opposite to 
Morland’s house at Paddington, with instructions that they 
should fake their-breakfast in a room dfdho inn directly facing 
his paiuting-roQ^f and occasionally walk to and fro before tlic 
door. Tins planairanged, he-Oljtained admisrdou into 
the artist's study, where’fee. fpuhd-|u%-^;^.e expected, already 
at w'ork, and requested he would tfeen-fenish what he had so 
r<q)oatcdly promised ,; hut effect by 

his entreaties, the more he urg^'them, the more jocular Mor- 
hmd became on the occasionV i .AlM® waiting some time Hassell 
carelessly opened a part of ther;ih&tter,’^as if to see the state of 
the weather, and pretended some surprise at two 

men who apps^red to be Watching the door of Morlaud s 
house. The artist, who was', easilyalajcined, and perhaps, at 
til at moment, had sufficient cause for lij^^ now went 

to the window himself to reconnoitre,”'^d instantly affinned 
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l]i<aL tlicy were waiting for liim. He Was deeply impressed 
witli this idea, which his companion endeavoured^to confirm ,; 
and accordingly recommended that the door diould be kept 
closely shut, till it was ascertained whether these persons were 
actually waiting for him, dr the^e: was some .pi-obability of their 
going away. He then renew;^^ ' solicitation .that Morlaml 
would finish the |»icture, wb^^e^ enfolded, by showing him 
the other moi^df the price iri;:-lind <c8n», cate having been 
previously tahdt^^’^.se^tcrc the entrance df the housey and orders 
given that.itdl'dfli^^;*^^ servant out of 

a two pair <i^ih|M&'^hdow, that Morland had not been at 
home all night; llbiis had the desired effect. N.d interruption 
occurred, and all sui>i>lies for that day being apparently cut off, 
the artist made 4 ^ttue of necessity, and finished a landscape 
and figures, one * the best pictures he eyet paiiited, in less 
than six' hours £iftet‘he had dead-coloured it, “Haring now 
succeeded, Hirei^lhM order to remove his friend’s a^rehen- 
sious, pretended to recollect the countenance of pne of the per¬ 
sons in waiting, and in a few minutes demonstrated to 'Morland 
tluj truth of his observations, by taking the picture, wet as it 
•NV'jis, and transferring it to one of them to can-y,.home. 

About the year 1790, Morland lived in the, neighbourhood 
of I’addington, At this period he had reached the yory summit 
of his merit and also of 'his extravagance. He .'hept at one 
time no loss than eight s^dle horses at livery, at the sign of 
the White Lion,vopposite tip'his house, and waS‘absurd enough 
to wish to bo considered;^'4 home-dealer.^ iiFreQuently horst's 
for whicli one ' d^y hd^jy^tild give tMrty ’oyf^ he 

would sell the next for less than.half that Suih'j but as the 
honest fratcrpity of horse-dealcT^ltnew their man,' and would 
take his note at two moiifihs, he Cpuld the more easily indulge 
this propensity, and appear ■fl» a(iihoTt time in .cash, Until the 
day of payment came, when 5|, p&ture was produced as a dou¬ 
ceur for the renewal of, thd'nhfe^’-^.*";' ■ ■’ 1 ■ 

This was one source of c^hinity which neither his indn.stiy, 
for which he was remarkable, lior'bis talents were by any means 
adequate to counterpoise. wine-merchant, who was also 
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a gentleman in the discounting line, would soinotinn's obtain a 
idcture worth fifty, iKjtujds for the renewal of a bill. By this 
conduct hiefl^ ioUy uphn fhlly to such a degree, that a 
fortune a-proved insufficiej)! 

for the* of yf^t^J^4iiK>^igAlity. 

No Holland, and 

the motfe gross ^ it ti^^^^erved up, tin- 

more highly it,irftjibid. ‘.WajhvO8Uerorp|Jijti0y«pplaude^^ 

his observatidnela^^ftsisnfotohe totudhedv^fi'iii^ 
half-a*crown, or pei^aps to receive a hrecche.s 

little the ’^ytorse for wear. His aoquaiat«^i|e^^i east wei-o 
bO uumerotiSy'that there was 6carc% n Ojo the north 

road, wjthlh fifty miles of London, that was fiOt l^joiown to him , 
nor was Hood-horse of any note whe^ pedigree and 

]>erformsxiee8 l^e oould not relate with asloi^Hng facility. 

An inn *0i Idughgiite, where the sovereign jufigi^s.of the wliip 
generally stt^pil on their return to the bountry, to reftesh 
tliemselves Sriid th^ir horses, was^ a favourite rSsdrt of Moiland’x. 
Tlicre ho used to take his stand, and there indeed he vas < om- 
plctdy ht homo ] receiving the compliments pf every one tli.it 
offered them*, in return for which ho always considered it lus 
duty to pay f^e reckoning. With a pipe in his mouth he ^roukl 
frequently parade hofore'' the door of this house, and h.ail the 
cania^ ass they pasn'ed in 'succession ’bofute him; ?md fi orn 
being sO Veil knoiifn he was generrdly^seeted in return with .n 
familiar *salate frcaEfi «the postilion, demsequence he at¬ 
tached to this ape^ of homagd, of his gicat 

merit, was such m ^ost to f 

Among Olhy %«iWoes of Sm following is 

given by “ 4 fik^thc wdter aftci- 

wards Witla. consequence of ill 

hooltli, to reside'Ut promibed a suih- 

iug pig by Hcn|||j^d. the family. As 

the writer one summex’s 

morning, to inqt^ of hi^ relative, liu 

observed a man pc)Sdng.l^6n^nyi%|^ pig, which he held 
in hib anas as if it had besn a cljiid. Ine intoous squeaks of 
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tlu* liltlo aniuitJ, iinaccnhtomod to such a luodo of coinoyancc, 
.itLiacLod the notice of uummus speotators, both irom tli<} 
doors and ■windows, as ho paS'^ed along, Stry,ok witli tlio 
l,m.4hahlo conduct of th^ >beaior of iho pig, the Writor dotev- 
luinod to follow him,.as so^ humour, 

and the paope so the wouH'set the pig down to 

every dog tteWhed, and a few, and pitt him 

against thi^ 4^'! Froiivthia4i'^as0*'l(i^j8ild sometimes ensue, 
and tho pi'g»||tasl0*’>h4''^*®S overtakea ihft'ahfenal, "vumld hastily 
biiateli it on os beforo.^ In this manner he pursued 

his course thfaegha^t^etpi of tho streets of Marylehono till ho 
ii'iiched the hotulft^ sif ihh wnter'.s friend, whcrflj.fo his no small 
surjjrise, thja mapi ivith tho pig Icnorkod and rea^iJy obtained 
admittance. CklliMJoiving him to he Romo jicrsou fioiptwjctod with 
the people of the house, the Wiiter thought df nothing hut 
creating a laugh'by reciting the singularity of tho adventuie ; 
hut how great was hi.s astonidimeut ui)nu otifcopng tho dining- 
r*Kun to find this original charjicter, witlr the pig yet under his 
anil, intiodueed to him a®. Mr. Moiland tho 

It was .ihout the year 171)0 that our artist, who was lineally 
d( (ended from Sii Samuel Holland, an orainoht TU|ithomatician 
<){ tJic .seventeenth c*Gntury, was assured by his solicitor that lie 
was tlie undoubted hf'irto tho dormant baronetago, and was 
idvi>(^l to assert his daini. He, however, Bagaciously re- 
null Led, that plain George Morlasid would ,ah^ya sedl his pic* 
lures us ivell, a^d obt^ him as muiJh» r 0 flp 9 <ft,^as if was 
pr( fixed to it; fUff tb^tWW more honour in.^ing a fine painter 
tliau in being n. 'S^vttfSWn to fa&hiom 

able life Was proha% a'st«^g;«S.otilve for hih reJ^ouncing this 
honour. 

Mr. Hassell, in l&Ss eminent artist, 

relates two divumstajte^ 'his* i<ivd, Of low cohijiany 

subjeeted Morland’s prS^ 

One day Mr. J. H. was then em¬ 

ployed, called in eompimy Jlr. 0*. Bannister to see what 
pi ogress he had made in a piiSburo winch was upon the easi'l. 
Sat idled with what ho saw, Mr. Sipith was about to take his 

la 
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leave, wlien Morland proposed to accompany liim in his moin- 
ing’s vide, wHcli Mr- Sndth. declined, saying, in an abi apt and 
omphaiio tone, n^oiatmont mill a gentleman who 

is waiting i^r «nei^'^Mk5orland Jti^i|iSdjately felt the keenness of 
the the insinuation that 

ho was aatjA Mt. Bannister, and 

gave vent to Ilia spki^^ in -the Most ^Vidgi^r and in- 

dooeiit language* ‘ ^ 

The other waij a>%^ kumetouB originated 

in an invitation wfefch Morlattd Ijad gentleman 

who resided ^at,Hadley, and who n^ed at High 

gate. TWre gome other gentlnrhoh '4jonipany, and 
among the idr. iTasselJ, who relates'tlM anecdote. On 
their Way te’^^amet they had reached the Iritnpike-gato at 
Whetstone, Mad of lumber or’jockey-oait intercepted 

their progress, and two punaons seated in the vehicle wore !>o('n 
disputing wi^ gate-keeper about the toll. In conseqiiein i‘ 
of this inteiTn|>ti*M there was only room for ohfe horse to pa‘^^ 
at a time, '^riahd was (‘ndcavonring to make good liis wai, 
when one of the genitemeii in tlio cart, looking up, vociferated : 
“ Vat, Mr. MorlOifld, ventt you sjmal' to a hody T* ft was jiartieu 
larly oliservftd that the artist endeavoured to shun this gre('t 
ing, and V^She^d to pass on in silence^ hut his old friend \\a, 
not to he easily, and still contteucd hawling out to 

him, unril at he wm obliged to lecogMsh Ids compamou 
and orohy, 1^ the tinma^ ^^^afilehrated pugilist, 

who by & thao giVe Morland a 

henrty'fmternal this, than 

tiuming {he a cliim- 

ney.swec?per iNj^lWPit 

you hnow ikk Morhnd.” The 

Booty htd^t forced the officious 

welcoine npon -S^laasSi latter made many 

awkavaed attfita|tts to The chagrin he 

manifested upon that his pride 

was very genrihly huitj '»!W f^OSsessed ■•.vhat 

may ho termed virtu(ms and cpim^ndl^hle^de, for he always 
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enrlocavonrod to cleat liimself from ixapatotion of this ren- 
coutre ^vitli his brother&at the 
tinman had forced his- comi»hj-.ilpon tiiat the chiin- 

ncy-sn'eoper was a'pei^e\jt to hfe^'j'which,- howe-ver. 


considering l^orlaild’s 
nor was it easily'’ 
Morland’s./ ‘ 
changed 


nol .'-a'. prsibaH-e - case, 


jg were oompletely 

anco of jdapsed 

spurted a f airpP^]^ Jloves. and loatlier .feSjbhos, so that on 
till! it was ludicrous to, n^ervc him 

M'itli. a clean ^OV-don one liaud and tlie hf- the sooty. ' 

s(ji.icoxe on thp-'O^rt This was a joke whfolfirhjSlhover lilfod 
to liear repfiai^ivihough, for a considerablh.^^^»ftonyards, 
stm’ps, your honcw, wto a standing jest aniohgili^ifrienda, and 
never failed tomaTco the laugh go round. 

In one of i|i<9®^and'B excursions' front snr- 

))ris:d by a friend seated in the midst of$new ' 
tjf the celebrated Johnson. In the centre motley 

group was placed a half anker of gin, into wMch.eddhvpf the 
company, dipping a glass .tumbler, drank,his 
1 lieu jiassed it-io his neighbour. • Mori,mid.,.^8(^-^11611, it ;caino 
{0 his tum, quadled ■hisi;p(k!fcibn with as; much. 'pl^^44s /^y;of 
the rest, nor was-it‘'tillkeg was-,dtainedj'^i^ his 

.issociates. It.was-ti sort pit hohby-.homo^thft;|^'iuia' into this 
*()W company.; v_ph.;,^ii^'j4*tremely .ytun whencould be 


ill ought a pelh^^’pbi^^hehi 
the end he 


^4in^^s^;Tabble -j. but in 
\;i-l!^e^-<,end^ypHred to 
• liberty 

in conl^^ijeiTOeted, 



:i.s.-jume tb^ samd 

and coarse fpeodbhi 

■ , ^ ^ 

In the cpiftsd;,^ 
best pietiu'cs 
•Avere cornplaisa^-'eno: 
ho might'de6in it 
AV'onderful scruple. or hesitation, 

embraced their £^^’:ltidkcrfiniaately, fbf there Was scarcely 

■ / r;:.n^2. - 


-MoTland’s 

y.*. ’ 4^-, .■ m.ui •k » T 1 

dealers 
assistance 
Borland, who had a 
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one of these liberal liiunda'WliOBo purse ]j»‘ did not inaho firo 
with, and that, too, alaio&t at the same time aiul on llio 
same occasion. 

paving Tee'eived an invitatinn' from Claudo Lorrain Smitli, 
Ksq., to visit to tlfe Jjp fteat in J-ioicestHrsliiK, the 

purse h^p liad thus cojlocted v^‘^pp6ttnnelV’ borved his pin-ixtsc. 
Accompanied by one nf hit tatsty friends, connnonly known 
bytho appellation t'bf Uirty Brookes, a nolorfous debaiuhd, 
\V-ho fell asHdilico to his excess, away'he sot ont upon tins 
rural cxcumon. This join ne^ was kept aproSotmd soeret tmm 
his accommodating, lih'iid^ tlio picture dealers, mid his nb-eufe 
coiisoqucntiy excuod a eonoidciable deal of alarm, nhicli Avas 
not a little aTft|;aionte (3 bv aiqiort industriously diniialcd, as 
a good joke, I'ty ono of bis uaggi It companions, that he aa.i^ 
gone to FraJtico. The suddou ‘■hot'L which this intelligence o> - 
casioiicd, proceeded loss irom the .spjuehension ot losing tin* 
smm they had lent him, than iiom Ihe dibappointment oi tlun 
speculative rehemes. It would nejuire the spirit of Hocruih’s 
pencil correctly to depict the lenglhened coiiiitcnnnecsot th( a* 
outwitted speculators when they lirst compared not( s togethi'i. 
It Avas, however, unaniTrn>usly agieed to inak(‘ all iio'.'-ilih' in 
quiries about the artist, who mcanwldle uhs piiding him sc If on 
having thus taken in the kno^ving ones. 

No sooner had he returned from tliis oXeurdon, than lie 
found his picture and horse dealing irienda /er} solicitous to 
renew their visits. This, howevcir, he ^srould not eneom.igc', 
but from this moment sfcndioiisly atoiW kll, society, and a\ ith 
only a singl©A<W!iy tp hawk his pietmt# (Hhqnt tiie town, avus 
iiiAusible for mon^ togothoii. -) . e 

So strongly WfuSi^ the tIdsO ilhlilttpd tirtist impressed 

Avith the idea ths^ifc ^lie should' Mtlmbitant of a gaol, 

that he actually vliited tillsPrison htroui. to ascer¬ 
tain hoAV he should yet, 1*10 gieat vas liis 

dread of the apprehended SAi^">that he declareil nothing but 
absolute nooesrity should over <20iJij[itid him to a surrender of his 
libcity. 

It was now that he began to feel the ill effects of having in- 
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\ulv('(l liiinsoll'm K lie wallied tho streets, he vras sure 

to ))(' (logged, o]‘ to imagiuG himself dogged by some lurking 
fr(>ditor, Ijeforc lie could rcitch his habitfltion, whete, uotwith- 
f't.nidiiig all'liis procautiong, he was ft‘e«3[tiently discovered. 
^VllCl)cv(‘r ho surmised this the caao, Bo tvould suddenly 
decamp, and in a few days trusty depeiideiits would be 
despatched to fetch away his implem^its; '• 

TJjo con«eqh<^pc<'s attendant on the*iij 4 'i'tidenefe of Morhuul’s 
conduct were distress, tho Kpmi'ging-houHc, and tho 

g,i(d, (‘x'cepb he°had the good fortune to escape into a retiic* 
liicut unknomi fo all hat some tnisty dealer, who, for tho time, 
took all hi& woikb, aft<l paid him a stipulated sum for his su]i- 
]>uit. On one occa^iion, to a\oid Ids creditors, liO irotircd from 
jiiiblic observation, and li^ed iu gieat obscurity near IlackiK'}. 
Some of tlu5 nelghbtmrs, from his extiemc privacy and other 
cireumstanei'^, ('jiterlanied u notion that ho was either a coiner 
or a fabricator of forged Hank note,, whiiJi -buspicjlon being conv 
muni(af('d to lUc J’aiik, tlic directoih wait some poHco-olfiocra to 
(Mich lie* hnuMi, and if any indiMitions of guilt sJiouJd appear, 
to tak('tho oirender into custody. As tliey approached lln'y 
\u're o])Scrve(l by Moiland, who, naturally concluding them to 
))(* a haililV and followers iu queiit of Inm&elf, iramodiately iv- 
tn ated into the garden,“'Went out at a back door, and ran over 
t 1 i(' i)rick-fields towards TIoxton, and-then td liomion, Mrs. 
iNfoilaud, trembling, opened th© front door, wh'tin tho pobce- 
olfjf'ers entiored, and beg^i to search the house. Art Oxplnda- 
tlon took place; she assured t{h^, wiUi uuaftected simplicity, 
lu idently the fosujt of iatnth, that they were niislaken, and in¬ 
formed them of t^ie’’cau^ of -his Bight." Ab tl^oy'discovered in 
I ho house little more fhau ^oilelifc Unfinished pictures, 
wliich cxcit(‘d in them sotlu and adfillWtion, they said 

t hey were convinced of the and retired. On commu¬ 

nicating the- Tofmlt of'th(^ to the dirh'etors, and infomt- 
iijg them that t^my haci diade'‘ho dieobvery of bank notes, but 
blmt it was tho retreat of IMorland tliepauitcr, and giving them 
an account of bin Bight to avoid'them a» bailiffs, the directors 
commisoratkDg tbe pecuniary embarrassment of this unfortu- 
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iiato gcnii’S, £Ui(i to funipensate the troiihlp they liarl iiiiinloji- 
tioJially given, ^eperonsly presented him ivitli forty pounrlb. 

It has been that at aa;\pther totne ho -vvas Ibnnd m a 

lodgihjg in in tM,*|^ov'ing extraordinary ciiciun- 

btances. Hie infbi^t hjiild, heen dead noaily tinoc' 

weeks, lay in its cof P hfli of the W3<imii i an ass .iml 

her foal stood mnaife^idoy'StaraW out of thfe or^dle 
and pigs soMing^liemB^lves in the recess of an old enp- 
hoard, and he himself was whistling a ^eantifnl pictuic 
that he wa# fipisHng at his easel, with gin hung up 

on one side^ and a hve mouse sitting, or,T^the!C'kic3dng, foi* his 
]inrtrait on the other. This stoiy ims, howOtpt, been positivi ly 
contradietad by hisdiiograplipr, who says; « As for that pait of 
it Which relates to the child, wo can iJOhitiyoly aS<ioit tliat Ik 
no\crliad one i the rest of the story may in some parts he 
tnie; for wh<pi he lived in the Lambeth Bead, ho h.id an 
inmate of tho long-earod tiibo, and a few other singular lodgers. 
but thatimy person vho ever knew Morland ocalld have' ^u])- 
})osed him '^Id enough to stay in a room with a corps(> by Injit¬ 
self is perfectly ridiculous, lie was remarkjibly timul, and so 
norvous that hn never attempted to exorcise his piofcssion till 
he had drun'k sufficient to subdue the initability resulting troiu 
Ills over-night’s excess, ” i 

The dop^rtmont of his art in which Morland shone forth in 
aU his glory, pietutosc[ue laad^pc. Bfir about seven 
•years that he painted ttich ^ hi htia prime, and 

though the figures of order, j ct 

they were oon«U9t!i^t with thO Sden^-v*nd had nothing that 
created disgust yjmt who|i led him 

from the woodsidd fb m 4 ^^^^ subjects assumed a 
meaner cast, as payto^lfi^l^'ilhliihh^ss of'his society, for 
he stm painted >Th^ h^ postilions, and 

drover8,d»hkiS%; Were ; his sheej ) weri' 

ehnnged for pigs; and at the^fuc feeling of a disciple 

of Circe, he forsook the piiithr^Ue oottage> and the woodland 
sci'iieiy, and never seemed Happy but ’in a pig-stye. At this 
time one of his most favourite' resorts was the top of Cray’s 
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lull L.mo, ^vllere it opens into tlieiieids; tlieie ho ijuirlil b(‘ 
s( (11 for Louis togetlioi’, amidst tlic aocmnulatioiifi of edu >, .md 
Jilth, quaffing copioqs dt^nghts of liis ordinary l)cveiage, and 
KdfUiiig the pictiiro'wpiA j^oums of nigKtmnn, duhtmon and 
nndor-wcnches, pigs, half«tsa!^^^ assQs, «md hacks in traiiniig 
loi tlio 

Moiiand’s Wharrassments fay.fDrom producing any 
cliange of hw jJ^d-Uct, and at 3 engt 1 i cbndlictud Mm, tliiuii^di 
the 1 lands into that confinomont of vMcli he Jiad 

('iitertabied sj^^iRfijlffround appii'liensioiia, Thisj'iiow ev(1, 
did not render M?ii n^happy, but lather afibrdodhini an ojipoi 
tunity of MdnlllMg, without control, all his favourite jircqu-n 
sities, There he could mingle with such companions as wen* 
Lent adajilod to his taste; thine, 111 his own way, ho could ii ii 11 
and revel surrounded Ly the \eiy lowest of the low. IJis 
constant companion in this thiMtre of indolence and dissipation 
Ala'-* a person wJio wont under the familial’ uiijiellation of Mij 
J>i Uf. This iJidij, a waterman Ly occupation, was his eonli 
(I nit and pictuio salesman. If aciddent detained the purehasi'v 
of .1 bespoke picture beyond the tune he had fttipulati'd to send 
tor it, Mt/ J)idi/ yvM alw'ays at hand to carry it Ibiihwith to tlu> 
puw'iiLroker’s. To one of these places Morland once despatch! < 1 
this man witlithe picture of afanu-yard, on wliioh ho dcmanih d 
throe guineas, and as ih® picturo was wot from the easel, In* 
levjuestod that particular dai*e should bo taken not to injure it 
Too much care deft^ats its intentimi; this might 

possibly havo'b«^jft 4 ^ tase in tbo present instance, fyr while 
the pawnbroker Waiting stairs to the piciuie to a 

place of security, hkindfi t^hfoiiiipately slipped, and his clothes 
coming in contact i^Otally obliterated the Jiead 

and fore-part of a M m<?ney, unable to remedy 

this accident, return^. with a polite note', apolo¬ 

gising for the aocidep^, ne*<|Ti|StMg the artist to roston' tlui 
head of the animal tctoUiC^ ,thc damaged parts. This, tf) 
use Morland’s Jonguago upon the occasion, was a good om\ 

.sooner wak the picture again in his possession, than he lundc' a 
peieinptory demand of hve guineas for complying wdtli the 
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rcijucst of ilio pawnbroker, accompanying this dcniaud AVith an 
iiilimation that if the picture was not returned iu as perf(u;t a 
state as when it .w^ sent, ho should commence an actioij 
against the pawnbrol^r fdr itiic .recovery of thirty pouiuls, tin*, 
value at whioli lie dilemma, the lattci' 

thought it most prudent to c<^ply with the demand, and in 
loss tlxan an hour the whole husinebs was adjussted to their 
mutual satisfaction. •. 

Mqrlahdi.ypihSn^Wtresse^ was. never har.reh''in''^‘e^^ 
as the ■ following wliiinsical circumstanee setyn to deunni- 
strate. He had been making sketches-of- the' coast near Deal, 
and was returning to town on foot, accompath|ajd’''l)y his hrMher- 
in-law, Mr.' \Yi^d, the engraver. The extiis^agant humours of 
tho'preceding evening Inul drained their-.eacche^Uor of every 
shilling. Morlaiid began to feel the calls of natiiro for refresh¬ 
ment, but the difficulty was how to ])rocurn; it. i Observing a 
low-built house by the road side, over wMcli: w:as placed an 
animal intendod'ior a hull, onr artist, who was seldom at a los.s 
Jbr a jiretcxt to (shter'U public-house, went inland under the 
])lea of inquiring the way, expressed his surprise to the land¬ 
lord that ho did not renew liis sign, which time had nearly 
defaced. Boniface alkged his ..inability.to .get it repaired on 
account of the charge, ohaorving tliatlt was .good enough for 
his humble dwelling s but Morland iO^j^g ^o .paint him a nen 
(‘11(5 for live shilling, he immodiateiy al^uieshed, aihl coiumis- 
siohod him to make.a 

occurred; ,MorlaULV?via8;wit.ho^ iwplairijCntSi, which couhl not 
he ]-)rocurcd at; a srijaUer distance;than-pidlterhuiy,, to which 
place the Landlord w'as, with sonm.diffi^liy,' prevtiiied upon to 
send. In the mean time the travellers hdd bc&poken a dinner, 
exhausted several pitchers of:,^imd*alcj'.and taken at least a 
quauluin sufficit of spirits, '»E :^hich could not be paid for by 
])aiiiting the sigh.' Instead of-fiyo-shillingSitlie contracted 
for, the reckoning amounted'.Eull W'as finished, to 
b.'ii, and the chagrined landlord, reluctantly .suffered the 
traN'Oiners to dc^iait on Morland’s.^ijxplaining who.he.was, and 
promising to call and pay on a future day. Their host had, 
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lin',', (■ Tio ]!‘iiHon to repent of bis bareiiiin ; for Moibuul, loi 
Lix ;!rriv;i,l in London,. Laving related tliis adventure at one of 
In’,.; u.sn;d places of resort, the singularity of the story indiice'd a 
gentj(inian, Avdio entertained the liighcst opinion of Ids ])orfonu- 
ajiccs, to set off piavately in quest of the Bull, •which lie pur- 
erliased of the, landlord for ten guineas. 

About three years before Ms deathdVIoldanrl received a severe 
stroirc £t?om the palsy, •which gave so nide a sliock to his whoU'- 
frainc, intellectual and corporeal, that, sometimes while in tiu'. 
act of painting .he';WOuld fall back sensedess in Ids chair, or sleep 
for hours together., L 

When in conlMlctnei^t, and ev(in sometimes when h(} was at 
liberty, it was common for him to have four giunetis a day and 
liis drink, an object of no small ccmscquence, as be began to 
di'iiik licfore he began to paint, and coutiiined to do botli alter¬ 
nately till he had paintcfl as •much as ho idcasod, or till tlu^ 
liquor had completely overcome Idu), -wlieii he clainu-d his 
money, and biisiness was at an cjid for that day. Idd.--' laid 
iiis (uuployer under the necessity of passing bis whole time w ii h 
him, to Irecp him in a state lit for work, and to carry off the. 
day’s work when it was done otherwise some cavos~dro])p(*i- 
snapped up his picture, and he -was left to obtain wluit redress 
be could. 

By this conduct, steadily pursued for many years, he ruined 
lii.s constitution, diminished his powers, and sunk himself iisto 
gene,i-al' contempt, • Jlq had no society,‘nor did he wish for 
any, but that.()t; the ldwest of those beings whose only enjo^y- 
ment is gin and ribaldry^ and from which he was taken by a 
Aiarsbalsea writ for a trifliflg'^uHi. When'removed to a place 
of confinement, he called fo]* ;a large quantity of spirits, Avliicb 
he hastilyswalibwed, and sodti/hecamo delirious, in wliich state, 
bo lay some days, Taving •viole^ly^ and the subject of liis (w- 
(hiTutitiou was his deep regyetfor his domestic miscondiud. in 
this dreadful state, he’expired 4n'agony on the 20th October, 
1801, in the fortieth year of his age. His remains wert? re¬ 
moved to the house of Mr. W. Ward, who, with Mr. J. Ward, 
.at the request of las relations, accomjKinicd them to the gra\e. 
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All of tlioin liad often witnessed liis dt'dariii" for “n 'hort 
aTid a merry one.” A shortlife he had, hut njrniiiii,iit was 
hy far its smallest portion; his death was such as bucli a liic 
cojumonly ensures. 

The death of tho amiable and unfortunate Mrs. Moiland 
was not less afnictiu^, She ha4 b< 5 oii used to say, “ 1 know my 
friends wisl; George and think that T shall be happy, but 
they do not know what they wish for : whenever that hai)]iens 
I shall not live three days after.” A prediction wliioh was hut 
too coinph'toly a'oalized, 

Thus perished George Morland, whoso he?^ works will oom* 
raand esteem so long a.s any ta-sle for the art roniains; wlmsr 
ordinary productions >vi]l please so long as kiy love for a just 
lejnvsontation of what is n.vtnral can be found; and whos** 
lalents might have ensured liiin liapjniiess and incritied distine 
tinn, if Ijis entranee i)il(> life Imd i)een guided by those vlio 
A\ej(' ahlo and wilJing to eaiilioii him against the snares wliieli 
are eontiiiually preparing hy interested knavery for the inevpe- 
lii'uce of youth. 


Joan,ria Southeott, 

An E.xh’Xiordinary Fanatic. 

woman was born at Gettisham in J)ovmiphire. fshe 
w'as tbo daughter of William and Hannah Sonthcott ; 
he7* lather was iji the farming line, and hotli her parents weie 
prof<^ss<Hl moinhors of the, KstabKslKsd'Church. 

I’hc fii’nt forty yeat's of her, life wort; passed in honesi in 
dustry, sometimes a.s a fcervanj|> Sbt others working at the upliol 
^leieis’ hnsiTiess, without anj^dtW symptom of a disordered 
iiitidleel than that sho was ;ieal<!rasly attached to the methodists 
She mentions in one of her books a preacher who frecpienli'd 
luv mastorV house, and, .according to her account, lived in 
h.ibiU of adultery Avith the wife, trying at 'the same time to 
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rlohauuli the daughter, wliilc the husband vainly attempted to 
seduce rJoaiina licrradf. This preacher used to territy all who 
heard him in prayer, and to make them shriek out convulsively. 
Her said that he had "sometimes^ at a meeting, made the whole 
congregation lie stiff npcm the' floor ^ill^ got the evil 
spirits out of them; tli4t tfeer^’ neveif ,:wms a man so highly 
faAumrcd of God as liim^elf; that he would hot fliank God to 
make him anything, unless he made him greater than any man 
upon earth, ai|d gave him power e.boye all; men; ami ho 
bi tasted, upoh, j),baring of the death of one who had censured 
liim, that be had fasted and prayed three days and three nights, 
hescechiiig God to take vengeance upon that man, and semd 
him to etGr^lit 3 ^ Where such impious bedlamites as tbo.sc. are 
allov.'(;d to walk abroad, it is not to be wondered at that mad¬ 
ness should become epidemic. . Joanna Southcott lived in a 
lioiise M'liicli this man frequented, and wdiere, notwithstandiug 
his infamous life, his pretensions to supernatural gifts wore t'lo 
kuowledged, and ho was accustomed to preach and pray. The 
siM'vants all stood in fear of 1dm. Joanna says, ho liad no 
])owor over her, hut she used to think the room W'as full of 
i>[»irits when lie was in prayer ; and he was so haunted that ho 
)ievcr could .sleep in a room by himself, for he said his Avifo einmi 
every niglit to trouble him. She wms perplexed about him, 
fully believing that ho wrought miracles, and wondering by 
^vbat spirit he wrod^hb them. Afbei: sho became a prophetc'ss 
herself, sho di.scovcred that this gentleman was the false pi-o- 
phet in the Bevehatiqp;; who is to be taken with the beast, and 
cast alive with him hitha lake of bumirig brimstone. 

Four persons wrota to'iJoapda of her ]>ir- 

tmided mission, each fiaBhag One Mr. T^'acli, 

a inethodist preacher, told- go to tlio Lord in hi.s name, 

and tell the Lord that he her writings were iii.spircd hy 
the devil. These oircumsfcances show how commonly delusion, 
blasphemy, and madnea5, ar 0 to be found in this countrj', and 
may lessen our wonder at the frenzy of Joanna and her fol¬ 
lowers. Her ovTi career began humbly, with prophecies con-* 
cerniug tin* Aveatlier, such as the popular English Almanavs 
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cojita,hi; piid throats conconjiiig the hite of Enropo, .‘uid the 
suceossos of tlie French, •which were at that time tlie .spcciihi- 
tioiis of every newspaper, and of .every alehouse pulifcidaii. Sodh*. 
of tliesc guesses ha'vi^ chanced to be right, the women of the 
family in whieh/^h.C'%ohwpi^ the upholstering business, 
began to lepdayd^^le to submit her 

pf^mrs to the judgment of one Mr. Pomeroy, the clergymnu 
whoso churchifihe afctwded in'Exeter. He listened to her with 
timid curiosity, mther wanting courage than Oredulity tci he- 
coine her‘di.^cij 3 le; 'received from her certajn sealed prophecies 
. which Avere at some future tirat3 to bo openech.;vyhen, as it would 
be seen that they had been accomplished, they Avould prove tlio 
truth of her inspiration ; and sanctioned, or seemed to sajiction, 
lier design of publisliiug her call to' tlm world. But in this 
}>uh]ication hie own nahui apijoared, and that in such a manner 
as plainly to imply, that, if he had not eiK;onrag(^d her to print, 
he. lijul not endeavoured to previ-nt her from so doing. His 
e>(‘s were immediately open to his own impnuUmce, Avluitcn er 
they may have been to the nature of her call; and he obtained 
lici’ consent to insert an advertisement in the newspaper Avitli 
licr siguatiiro, stating that he iiad said it was tin; wc»rk_ of tlie 
devil. Blit here the parties Avero at issue : as the advertise¬ 
ment Avas Avordedj.it signified that the clergyman always said 
lier calling was from the dOAril; on the other hand, Joanna ami 
her Avit.iKisses protest that what .she had/sighed was merely an 
acknowledgment that He had 8 ^d, after ;boo was printed, 
the devil had instigated bar to print hi^ |}aiiio in it.. This Avonld 
not be Avoithy of meRtiph, if it were hot for the Amry extraordi¬ 
nary situation into'WHijh , th^ brought: himself. 

Wishing to he cleiw of the'.TepRtiRxion •’in Which ho had so 
unluckily engaged, he bumt"<3ie4<Ss3ijd papers which had hoeu 
ciitnistod to Ins care. From that tune all the Joannians re- 
giinled liim as the arch-apostate, , l^e.,,Wi)s'^lAc/Jehoiakim who 
Inirnt il'eremiah’s roll of jirophecies 3 he Avas llieir Judas Isca¬ 
riot, a second Lucifoi*, sop iof the Morning. They caltod upon 
liiin to produce these pfoiAhecies, Athieh'she boldly asserted 
and tliey implicitly believed, hild all been fulfilled, and there- 
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fore would coir. iiico tlio world of the truth of her iiiipfiioii. lii 
vain did Mr. Pomeroy answer that he had bimit tlusse uii]iap])y 
]xipers; in an unhappy hour for himself did lie hum thein ! 
Da}' after day long letters ;Were despatched to him, soitk‘ times 
from Joanna herself, sometimes jfroin hor^ hipother, sometimes 
from one of lior four-anddwenty elders/|i|Ol.ad:*ifch, exhortation, 
invective, texts of Scripture, and denu^^i^tiqi^s, of, dhe law in' 
Iliis world, and the devil in the lusxt ;.',ah4?fhew hitters the 
]>ru])lietcss, printed for-this very suHicicht-reason--that all her 
believers purcha.si;d them. ■ Mr. Pomeroy,; Bomotinies 'treat('d 
lliem with cojitoiapb; at olher times he appealed to their rtonn 
passion, and he,s(mglit them, if they had any bowels of Chris¬ 
tian charity, to have compassion on him and ,let him rest, and 
110 longer add to the inconceivahlo and irreparahle injuries 
which they had alroa<ly occa.sioncd him. If ho was sih jit it 
v,as no mattcu-; still they .sent him hdters, and continued 
])r!iiliiig copies of all which they wrote ; and when ho was 
w oj-j'ied into re])lying, his an .swoons also served io swdl doaima's 
hooks.- Ill this manner was,this poor man, hecauso ho had re- 
cove,rod hi.s sejic.os, persecuted hy a cmzy prophct<!ss and her fonr- 
:iiid-t-wenty ci'ai:y elders, who seemed determined not io desist, 
till one way or other they had made him as ripe for Beillam as 
tlie.y Avau’o thc-mselves. 

'file hooks which she sent into the world wore wiitten partly 
in prose, partly in rliyttie, aU the verso and the greater jiart of 
the j»rose being, delivored in tlie character of the Almighty ! 
It is not possible to;cgnvey;an adequate idea of this unparallolod 
and unimaginable by any Other means than literal 

transcript. Hdt ,h^d^:^|feg was dlje^hly bad; so that at 
l^st. she found it convemeht to receive orders to throiv a\N'ay 
the pen, and doUver.her,.pri!4§f;, i?!J^l^ the words flowed 

fi-om her faster than her BCribes could write them down. Tlii.s 
may be well believed, for they were words'and nothing else: a 
imo'e rhapsody of tOxts; , vulgar drc,am3j,and vulgar interpre¬ 
tations, vulgar types and vulg^.a^ipli,cations—the* vilest string 
of words in the vilest doggerel vei'se, which has no otlior con¬ 
nexion than what the vilest, rhymes have suggo7.ted, she vented 
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nnd ]iM.‘ fnllcivvors i’ccoivoil as tlic dictates of imivictliato iiisj'ii- 
ration. A licrd, iiowevcj', ’vvas ready to devour tiiih garlaufiv ;vs 
the bread of JUe. 

Idio clergy iu Jier own neiglibourliood v/oro invited Ity lier, 
in private bitters, to examine iicr claims, bnt tliey treated her 
with eon tempt., The bishop, also did not choose to interfere : 
of wliat availj, indeed, would it have' been to have examimHl 
her, when they had no power to silence her blasphemies '? She 
found holicyors at a distance. Seven men came from diit rci l 
];(arts of the country to examine—that is, to believe hi iiei’, 
tliese ivere her seven stars ; and when ai another time ( 
moi’i' arrived upon the same, wise errand, she olisorved, in aHii 
.--.ion to one of tho.se vulgar sayings from whieh all her al!’o,4on,-- 
ere drawn, that her seven .stars w'm;c come to 1‘uurtcon, Amoh-j 
lu-.se early hcliever.s were three clergymen, one of them a m.;u 
ol* li'„d)ion, fortune, and noldo family. It is not "nlikeJy. liir.; 

I lie woman at fir.st susjiecbcd the state of her own inUdlori.: 
her letters apjx'ar to indicate this; tliey e.\])r('s.s a liumlb' 
.submission to wiser judgments than her own ; and could sin* 
have hreailn'd, the first thoughts of (hdusion into the ear of 
some plou.s cmifcssor, it is more, than probable that, she would 
liavi’ soon acknciwledged her error at his feet, and the iVcn/.y 
which infected thousands would have been cut olf on its fir.st 
ap[)earnnee. .’But, when slie found that 2^6fSon.s into ■\vho.-<t‘ 
society nothing else could have elevated her, listened to her wit li 
reverence, bidieved all lier ravings, and supplied her with 
moans and Tnon<''y to spread them abroad^ it is not to be 
•womh'red at if she went'on morc boldly^the h^crati\•ell■.*^,s 
of the trade soon silencing all doubts.'of fhe t^th of .her inspi¬ 
ration. ' 

Horae of her foremost Adherehli'Wci'e, veterans in credulity ; 
they had boon initiated in the mi^fefies, cf animal magneti.sm, 
had received spiritual circumcision frotn Brothers, and were 
thus doubly qualified for the jrart they were to act iii this neiv 
drama of delusion. To accommodate them, Joanna confirmed 
the authenticity of this last fanatic’s nlission, and acknowdedged 
him as King of the Hebrews,—^but she dropped hisivliole myllio- 
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]o-y. Her lien'.sy in its niain’pait. is not, now. opinion 

tluu, ro(lenq>tioii cxtcmded to men onl}-', and not to n tn.ion, had 
hocn IioJJ 1)}' a JSIorman in the sixtoLOitli (‘onlnry, as no-11 as by 
tin; fair English heretic already incuti<'ncd. This nian, in a 
hook called Virgo Veneta, maintoined that a female .Uedco.nu'r 
was necessary for the daughters of Eve, and annoinmed an old 
■\\(»inan of Veniee, of his acquaintanee, as the Saviour of her 
'.ox, Ilordonins, a century ago, l»ronehed even»a worse heresy. 
Ill .! n])on miracles, printed at Pama,'’}io tauglit that 
. oi-i-ii did not participate in the atonement, beeahse'thoy were 
( ! ;i (lidej'ent specie from man, and Vere incapable of eternal 
lilt- Joanna and her followers were too ignorant to be ac- 
q'leiidod with these her protoly])es in hlaspherny ; and the 
hole nnaib of originality in licr sj’sUmu must 1)0 allowed her, 
;i.'. iinhied she exceeded her forenimne-s in the audacity f»f her 
pivt( nsioiis. Slie boldly asserted that she was the woman 
in the Ih'.volations, wdio has the m.oon under her feet, and on 
her head a croyni of tn'clvo stars ; the twelvaj stars being luu’ 
iv. ri', e a])Ostles, who with the sec^oif ' domi of believatrs make* 
n]« her foiir-and-twenty oldtu’S. In her visi'alion it ^ras t-old 
i)('i, fliat the ang(.-ls rejoicial at her hiith, he.eanst' s1l<‘ was burn 
L.> deliver both men and angels from the, insults ot the, devil. 
Tin.'. ;;eiu'.me (>f redemjiiion, she said, was emupleted in her, 
and without her would be imperfect; l»y Avuman came the, 
fall <J‘man, by.,woman'nmst come his redemption; Avoman 
j>llicked the evil fniit, and Avoman must pluck the good fruit; 
if the t ree of knowledge was 'dolated by Eve, the tree of life 
Avas esoiwod for Jogpna, Eve-was a bone, from Adam ; she 
Avas a bone from Christ, the second Adam. tShe was the. 
bride, the promised seed wlip was to bruise the serpent’s head ; 
she also claimed the promise made at the croatioii, lliat Avoman 
.sliould be the helpmate of mibi; and by Imr the Creator ful¬ 
filled that promise, 4 nd acquitted himself of the cliargt' of 
having given to man’ the woman in vain. The evcniing •-;tar 
Avas placed in the firmament to be her type. Wlnle slie arro¬ 
gated so much to herself, she was proportionally liberal to her 
followers ; they were appointeil to the fonr-and-tAventy older- 



19"- JOANNA mVTIl(JOTl\ 

: aii<I to ono of when he died, a cliaiaoter 

wdb mole hlasjdu luou,sly attiibuted; she absund lii>5 id.itioiis 
that he was ^-oxio to ph ad the promisofi before the JiUid ; tluU 
to him “wafl to be given tlie key -of the bottomless pit, and tiuit 
the taa« w«b at h^ wlien he ihould be seen descending in 
the tjhey l^tt|P 5 v not the moaning t»f Our Saviour’s woids 

when he'saii4>fcee ihe Ron of Man coming in lh<' 
clouds, in poW ^eat glory,” 

Tho imoandiate ol&jeot of her call was to destroy the d( \il 
of this tJie 4evil was aware ; aiul, that it might not lie .sciid 1 
iiad had fold play, a regular disiiute of seven d^ys was . 1^1 i d 
on between liim and Joanna, in which she w.is to be alone and 
he to bring with him as many of the Powci of l^OfTkiic s as In* 
pleased; but ho was uOt to appear id^ibly, for as be did eni 
t boose to make his appearance on a former ocuision wIk 11 souu 
ol h(‘r elders went to give him tlm meeting, but b id diNip 
pointed them, he was not to be permitted to nianifesl bimsc It 
bodily now. Tlio eoiiditioiis were, that, if bhe* ludd oui lu 1 
urgmuent against him for seven da>s, the woman should lie 
fi(‘ed anil he tall; but, if she yieldeil, Satan’b kingdom was to 
stand, and .1 second fall ol the liuman race would be the con^t - 
queiice. Accordingly, she went alone into a solittiry lioiise tor 
this conference, Joanna was her ofn Becrotaiy upon this oc¬ 
casion, and the process verbal of tho conference was piintid, 
as literally taken down; for sho was ordered ^ set down all 
his blasphemies, and shciw to the worl4,\t^'hat .the language of 
liell is. It is by no mo(^ a ppUter-lapS^ap indeed Uio pro- 
liciency which Ratao, &plays in. iKftiguo i-> snr« 


P^ismg. , 

Of all Joamia’b hooks ^ brought 

a friend with him, and ©jSf themseh es, 

which has some ingenuity* spid they, “ Be 

.still, and know that I am God*;'Uai8liW worship did not suit 
Satan ; In was a Uvely mirth and gaiety, 

which tho liord cohld not beal^miditoL^ore cast him out of 
Iieaveiu This, aeeordmg to 'A^o%on’a aceount of heaven, 
’ could have bew no great einl* ‘‘Thou knOwesb,” hi. says, “ it 


^' ^tan brought 
i'Jp' iJbSf themseh es, 
spid they, “ Be 
Sun worship did not suit 
of mirth and gaiety, 
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is written of God, He is a consuming fire, and who ran dwell in 
everlasting burnings? ’ Qur-bja^^s are not brass,nor our sinews 
iron, to dwell with G-cijl fin,';;Heaven.” lie heaven, therefore, 
•'’■’^ch men mistakenly desife, is in- ite; n:|^tfi‘‘the, yery hell of 
, hich they are so much of the 

truth of all this, that the 

happy and lead a gay life, agpecabry ,|fsdt^|l®|h^ehei6if^ dispo¬ 
sition j whence, reli^on enjoins self^dsS^|E|^]^is^ikice, and ah 
things which Contrary to our natui^ Satan 

accounted tp dba^a for her inspiration "by this solution; an 
evil spirit had l^edrher fjrom her yofithinp 1 1^, found^ 
■wrasno other access to her heart than^^ of religion; 
and, being h|^elf;;^ile to foresee future et^aits,' imparted this 
knowledge to her in the character of a gopd'epmt,;y This spirit, 
he said, w'as one which she had been well, acquaiutod with; it 
was that of one Mr. IFollait, who had told her, if she would 
not have him for a husband, ho should die for her sake; and 
he died accordingly. But this deception liad now been carried 
so far, that Satan was angiy, and threatened, unless she broke 
her seals and destroyed, her wiitings, he would tear her in 
lueens. , ' . . 

The conference tOjiranated like most theological disputes. 
Both parties grewf^ai^ «.Appllyon interfered, and endea¬ 
voured to accoaiiap^:^ matters, but ^thout effect, ^d Joahna 
talked Satan'oixfe df'Mi him, as he truly 

complained, ten ivoiSfef foT one, and allowed him no time to 
speak. .All men* were tired , of'her tongue already; 

and now shb'had:^?®®*^: devil.,. -Tlrw'Sps not unreasonable; 
but he proceeded ^liich would have 

been uugradouB Va^ ungrateful. He 

said no man ooidd —^the sands of an 

hour-glass did hot better to disijute with a 

tliousaiid men than<i^^>&:’Wdman.' .^ter this dispute she 
fasted forty days; ,but“|il^«':ifast,'hrhich Was regarded by her 
believera as so miracttl6iifi; V^ hierdy a Catholic Lent, in which 
she abstained from fish and fieah; ^ 
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Once, wlicn the Lord made her tlie same promise as Herod 
had done to Hcrodias, she requested that Satan might be cut 
off from the face of the earth, as John the Baptist had been. 
This petition she was instructed to write, and seal it with throe 
seals, and c^asryltM'thc altatf wl^en she received the sacrament! 
and a should be granted. Her 

dreams *i^e de^. Onpe she saw liim like a 

pig with hSfe another time skinned his face with 

her naite altcir h ; dnoe she bit' his Angers, and 

thought the —and once she fairly 

killed him. But nether has the promise destruction 

been as yet fulfilled/nor the dream acccmjflliadiifeli. 

This frensy would have been speedny- Cur^ in Spain; 
bread and water, asc4ifcary cell, and a Kttle-wholesome disci¬ 
pline, are specifics imsuch cases. Mark the difference in Eng¬ 
land. No bishop interferes; she therefore boldly asseited that 
she had the full consent of the bishops to declare that her call 
was from God, because, having been called upon to disprove it, 
they kept silent. Siio, who was used to earn her’daily bread 
by daily labour, was taken into the houses of her wealthy 
believers, regarded as the most blessed among women, carried 
from one part of England to another, and treated everywheie 
with reverence little less than idolatry. Meantime, dictating 
books as fast as hor scriboe could write! .down, and pub¬ 
lishing them as fast as they were writlia%»'!^^^>W hpuglit 
thorn as fast as they were published. not her only 

trade. The seals m ^e Bevclatiqns1|f^u#icd''!her with a 
happy hiut. She ^W *dl .their names 

for Christ’s gloriofis^l^ pe^ueuble H ei^blished 

and to come upon be- do^e Un i^rth as it 

is done in heaven, to be destroyed, 

which is the prayer anu Southcott.’^ They 

who signed this wero to thfe temporal scal¬ 
ing, which is mentioned the Iteveilation, had 

been understood before thiii s^nindd hav^ b^^Un seal¬ 

ing themselves mthont the vititati^n of the Spirit; and, if she 
had not understood^ it ‘and explained it now, it would have 
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l)»'en more fatal for liersolf aaid for all mankind than the fall of 
E\'e 'sv as. The mystery of sealing was tliis j who&oover sigiif'd 
his name roc(‘ived a sealed letter containing theso words: “ The 
Sealed of the Lord, the Elect, Precious, IVIan’s Eodemption, to 
inherit the Tree of life, to he iliade I^eim of ^ Qqd, and Joint- 
heirs with Jesus Clirist." Sl^edJ Jo(xS^ ^^mU. 

In 17d2 she opened her comn^ssioift^lM herself to 

1)0 the wortisinv spoken of in the ? the Pride, tlie 

Lamb’s wife, phd tlie woman clothed with the sun.” Previous 
to tliis, whili^ iSWpejjing her master’s shopy She found ^ or pie- 
tended to fiil4 ft Seftl, nn which were tho initials J. S.; tliis of 
course was to her own name, and hefe she began to 

show the cloven feei This seal was for a time thrown aside, 
piobahlywhile she was conjecturing what use to make of it, 
till at length she informed tho few who reposed conCdonco in 
her, “ Tho Spirit one day ordered her to look for it,” when she* 
found, not only the letters J. S., hut what was much more 
convenient for her purpose, the initials J, C. engraved in addi¬ 
tion on it, accompanied with two stars! This miracle was soon 
blazoned around, and this ridiculous assertion was the ground¬ 
work on which she built her mummery, of being visited by 
Cod. 

Shortly after opening her mission she published the following 
declaration .'tt- 

“ I, Joanna Senthoofcti mu deatly convinced, that my calling is of 
God, and my are indited by His spirit, ositis impossible that 

any spirit but an a4 Ood, that is wondrous in working, wondrous 

in wisdom, W(mdron| In power, wondrous in truth, opuld have brought 
round such of truth, as in my writings; so 1 <im 

clear in whom that all my mxtmgs came from the 

bpmt of themflat,hi|ih GlOdk? - > , 

r' ’■ / V Joanna SouTHcoTT.” 

In December 181$, she pregnancy, and in her 

third and fourth ho^k ttf wonders, dhe said she should liavc a 
son that yW by the pt^er^ the Most High. Her followers 
now itu^eased rapidly amused them with very inter¬ 
esting visions and dreams } were opened for pro¬ 

mulgating her doctrine. 


13—2 
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This iiihitiiatod woman not only promised her Ixdievcrs a 
child, hut assured them of a piivafo marriage ; tht* following is 
a letter, which she addi’esaed, on this occasion, to her 
friends:— 

Many of my beKevers in my visitation, as I have been informed, 
begin to grow impatient in the expectation, as to the marri age spoken of, 
not having taken place and been published a long time before the child 
should be born; and seeing the harvest nearly ended, ‘they appear 
ready to sink in the great deep,—tlie seas before them, and the 
Egyptian host behind themso that, Where is the promise of either 
the marriage or the child ? will soon he the cry of the public ; and 
the believers themselves will be ready to say,—‘ the harvest is ovc'r; 
the day is ended, and we are not saved.’ From this I see dearly, 
that iny enemies will soon boast and triumphwhile the believers 
would be ready to sink and de.siiair, if the way they arc stumbled in 
remained without being answered and exi)lained. In order, there¬ 
fore, to do away such a state of mind in the believers, 1 talcc this 
opportunity of informing them, that when the marriage was iirst pro¬ 
posed to me, it was before I had any knowledge of what would follow; 
1 was warned that a private marriage should first take place in my 
own house, which afterwards was to be granted to bo realized, in 
j)ubli(i. 

“ This circumstance stumbled me, and also my friends who were 
made actpiainled with it, because at that time there appeared no neces¬ 
sity for . uch a private marriage to take place in haste; hut now I .see 
(iauso enough, from the dangers which begin to appear; so that from 
my preseut situation, and my own feelings, I can judge of the truth 
oi the words that are already in pript. For if there be ‘ no son,’ 
there will be ‘ no adopted father,’ and no mai-riago to be binding; 
because it will be but a temporary marriage, from which deaf h must 
soon release me. But who the bridegroom is, must not publicly he 
made known, after the marriage has taken jilaoef, until the child is 
horn. Thus, taking the whole into conOideratiou, it is clear to me, 
that the marriage and the birth of the child’may, and will most likely, 
take place within, perhaps, less than a day, thb one before the other; 
therefore the believers from this hint,-* be able to form a correct 
judgment, and check their impatience, not to look for \h& Sixth Booh 
immediately after the marriage.^aU have taken place; but that the 
Sixth and Seventh Bookst to complete the woiiders', as before said, 
will he in order, and in right time, bb|h after the birth of the child 
shall have talccn place. ‘ , 

(Signed) “Joanna Southcott.” 

October 21, 1814. , ^ 

As'soon as the wishod-for day approached for the alleged 
delivery, presents of all descriptions, as they pretended, came in 
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inijiskcd. Some ono sent a cril) for tlio expected ]\lcssl:i!i, 
made in all llie taste (d elegant design, and niauidiictiired witb 
a bed, by Seddons, a cabinfit-inaker, ol' Aldorsgate {Street ; and 
that nothing might be wanting at this accouchement, laccd-caps, 
bibs, robes, mantles, pap-boats, candle-cups, and everything 
necessary for such an occasion, so pourbd in for the use of the 
exjiocted Shiloh, as at length to oblige theih, as they stated, to 
refuse further presents., A Bible also, in the most costly ch'cor- 
ation, was not forgotten among the oiferings of the wiao 
men. 

Further to strengthen the fraud, it was nnhlnsliingly assort ed, 
that a number of medical men of the highest reputation wero 
called ill, who had expressed their opinion of her pregnancy. 
Dr. Sims, however, in the “Moiniug Chronicle” of September d, 
1811 , published a statement, dt'chu-iug as follows :— 

“ I went to see her on August 18, and after examining her, T do 
not lipsitato to dedarc, it is my ILrm opinion that the woman called 
Joanna 8outlu-ott, i« not pregnant; and before I eonolude this state¬ 
ment, I feel it right to say, that I mu convinotid the poor woman 
lahoxirs under strong mental delusion. Having observed in the news¬ 
papers, assertions repeatedly made, that eininent accour/icurs havi! 
declared this woman to be pregnant, i am de&iroua 1 should not be 
considered in that numher.” 

At length it sctoins that Joanna Southcott, when approaching 
to her end, either recovered her semes or repented of her sivs. 
Fho following letter appeared in the “ Observer,” October dt), 
18 U. 

‘‘TO THE EDITOK. 

“Having been requested by Joanna to,acknowledge her former 
wicked errors, I presutne no publication better adapted to give ]ml)- 
licity to this subject than ‘ The Observer.’ I liave therefore, on the 
part of Joanna, i-esijectfully, and %vith6inocre contrition to state, that 
lor some considerable time past she has been in a staU; of delirium, 
but at length having become, as it were, herself again, being now 
calm and collected, and fearing that sHe is approaching toiler lattcrc nd, 
she hereby renounces all tlie wicked incantations of her former dis¬ 
tempered brain ; and she hopes that a generous public will forgi't the 
impositions and errors that she has of lab; endeavoured to impose iipou 
their understanding. And she further hopes, that all good Christians 
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will not only forgive, but Avill fervently join in her pra3'ers to tho 
Almighty, for a forgiveucss of her late blasphemous doctrines and 
past sins. < “I. Tozer.” 

Even after the death of Joanna Southcott, her simple 
hclievf'js expected a sudden resurrection. The following letter 
appeared in a second edition of the “ Sunday Monitor,” which 
liad for some time p?ist degraded itself as the vehicle of this 
poor wretch’s infatuation or imijosture, for the sake of selling 
a low copies to those silly people who would huy such trash. 
It appeared that the scandalous delusion which had for several 
mouths disgraced the metropolis, and even the character of the 
times wc live in, Avas iioav at an end: 

“ BeatU of Mrs. Sovllicoif. Tuesday aflernoon, 

“TO MB. STOKES. 

“ )Slii—Agreeably to your request, I send a mossengcr to aequaint 
yon, that Joanna iSoutlicott died this morning prcicisely at four o’oloek. 
The believers in her mission, supposing that tho vital functions aro 
only .suspended for a few days, will not permit me to open the body 
until some symptom appears, wbich may destroy all hopes of re.susci- 
tatioii. 

“ I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Piccadilly, I)cc. 127, 1814. “ HiraiABD llmx’ ” 

The most zealotis of the followers did not hesitate even then 
to pj-onounce their positive conviction of her re-animation dur¬ 
ing the day—these predictions, however, to the mortification of 
llio deluded multitude, Avere destined to disappoiutiueut. 
T’lu; prescribed period of four days and nights elapsed, and so 
far Avas the body from exhibitiitg appearances of a tcmporaiy 
suspension of animation, that it began to display a discolor¬ 
ation, Avhich at once brought home to cojiviction the fact, that 
tho Avretclied Joanna Avas but mortal, and like other mortals, 
subject to decay. The hopes of lier friends being thus frus¬ 
trated, preparations were made to perform that operation wliich 
she had lie.rself directed, namely, to dissect her remains, which 
Avas done by Doctors licoce and Want, when all que.stioii 
respecting her prc'gnaucy Avas finally .settled, and the real can.se 
of her appearing in that state instantly .sc'on. 
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On thf* 2nd of January, 1815, her remains were privately 
interred in Maiylebone Upper. Buryingrground, near Killmrn, 
and a stone bearing tlie following inscription placed over her 
grave: . ■ * ^ •, 

IN MEMOEY OE.'jrpANNA^S^^nqpTT. * 

Who departed this life, .DCceBilbdr 27,. |Sl4,' aged GO years. 

W-hilo thr<A all ay aronS^ daya, 

Heaven ana earth enraptured gaze, 

While S£^s think theyjmow, 

Secrets thou -alone canst Shdw^; 

Time alone will tell what hour 
Thott’lt appear in greater power 1 


Thomas Laugher, 

Commonly called “ Old Tommy!* 

T homas laugher, better known by the name of “ Old 
Tommy,” is a striking instance of the good effect of t(!m- 
perance on the human constitution, for to this cause his vene¬ 
rable age must undoubtedly be in a great measure aseribe.tl. 
He was bomut the village of Markley, in the county of Wor¬ 
cester, and was.,baptized, as appears by his register, in January, 
1700. His pareptawere natives of Shropshire, and were them¬ 
selves examples bf, unusual longevity, his father dying at tie* 
age of 97, aud hi^^other at 108. In the year folloAving tli.-it 
of liis hu^h th(^ removed with him to London. 

Laugher was educated at Christ Church College, Oxford, 
where he remaihed nearly twelve years. From thence he 
made a touf bn the Continent, visiting many parts of Turkey, 
&c., and’Was absent seven yeora. 

In the early part of his life Laugher followed for soimi 
years the profession of a liquor merchant, in Tower Str<'et. 
This, however, lie Tvas obliged to relinquish, in cousoqiKinecJ! 
of a heavy loss which he experienced, through the failure of 



200 


TIIOJfAS LAUGJIETi, 

f 

Xrclc, Fordycn, and James, at that time a very consiJorahIo 
lionso in the city, to the amoont of X198,000. 'this afiaii- took 
suck effect upon him that he 'immediately became blind and 
spccclilcss; and his bMji. peeled-from the whole of his body, 
lie was now rediijubd frbrji 'f^uehce to a state of extreme 
])ovcTty. Though in a ^ business in which wines and 
spirits of every kiim themselves freely and plenti- 

lully, he never drank ^hy fe&icnted¥quor during the first fifty 
years of his life, his iduisf beverage being milk and water, coffee 
and tea. ' . 

IIis strength of memory was such that he could remember 
mftst of the principal occurrences of the last cenfury, and would 
relate with pleasure, to those who visited himj his’ seeing Queen 
Aniui going to the House of Peers, on horseback, in the year 
1705, seated on a pillion behind the Lord Chancellor; and 
also, when a -little boy, the death of King William. He like¬ 
wise could recollect jbread at twopence fartlnng the quaitern 
loaf, fresh butter at twopence halfpenny per pound, and 
bntcluirs’ meat at one penny per pound, 

Ik*, resided latterly in Kent Street,in the Borough, from wliicli 
he used to walk every Sunday morning, when weather permitted, 
to t lui liev. Mr. Coxhead’s chapel in Little Wild Street, Lin¬ 
coln’s Inn Fields ; and a short time previous to his death he 
w'alked as far as Hackney and back again. 

To all appearance “ Old Tommy " had been a remarkably 
wn*ll-niade man, and rather above the middle stature. Al- 
llunigh at that extreme age, his lungs were very-strong and 
sound. It is not less surprising than true^,|hat after a severe 
fit of illness, at the age of eighty, he had a fresh head of hair, 
jind new nails both on his fingers an;d toes p a contraction 
took place at the same time in the finger of each hand, which 
never left them. His hair was thick and flowing, not 
thoroughly white, but grey on the outside and brown under- 
m'.ath, as were also his eyebrows. <• 

This venerable man had been for some time supported by 
the demations of charitable and,well-disposed persons. From 
a spirit of independence, lie used, for several years, to sell laces 
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for stays, garters, and other little articles of that nature, for 
wliich ho found customers among his friends, who always libe¬ 
rally encouraged liis industry. 

Laugher had a son who died at the, age of .eighty. Thi.s 
son, whom he called his poou Tommy/’ had tlm appearance 
of being considerably, older than himself, which occasionally 
]>roduccd curious mistakes. Among others the following anec¬ 
dote is related on this subject: Walking some years since in 
Tlolborn with his son, the difficulty which the latter found to 
kecji up with him, drew the attention of a gentleman, who went 
1 o old Laugher and began to expostulate with him for not as¬ 
sisting his father. When informed of his mistake, he would 
not give credit to the old man till convinced by some person 
who knew them both, of the truth of his testimony. 

This inversion in the order of nature was attributed by the, 
old man to his son’s having lived freely. He has been often 
heard to say, “ If the young fool had taken as much care of his 
liealth as I have, he jm||M.now have been alive and hearty.” 

As far as his ra!®pmy’’went “ Old Tommy ” was extremely 
A\ illing to answer uny.'^cstions that were proposed, and luid 
not, that austerity and peevishness which so frequently acconi- 
]iauy ('xtremo age. He was much pleased to hear of Old Jt'ii- 
Idns ai]d Old Parr, and said h^'faitojly came from the sam<‘, 
county as the latter. His inoff’c'Dsive manners and uninter¬ 
rupted cheerfulness gained him the jiespect both of old and 
young ill the neighbourhood of his residence. 

He died in 1812 , at the surprising age of 112 years,. 
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T he pe(ailiar,i?.tiulii# wHoh this astonishing young lady, 
although quite blind, possessed} in telling the various 
colours, and readihig. every word with her fingers’ end, ex¬ 
cited universal attention, as she was supposed by many to be 
an impostor, like Joanna Southcptt, or Ann Moorp. Several 
learned statements and narratives have been written, particu¬ 
larly one by Dr. Eenwick, who was her physician. She was 
born at Liveipooh June 28, 1800, and fix)m her birth to nine 
months old, was a healthy girl, and able then to walk alone; 
but during the following nine montlis was often indisposed. 
Her complaint increased till June 7th, 1816, when she became 
totally blind. 

I’lie first public notice of this extraordinary lady, was thus 
communicated by Mr. Egerton Smith, to the editor of the 
*• Liverpool Mercury :— 

“ At my first interview, 1 learnt from herself what I had in* 
deed previously been told by others, that sh,e had recently ac* 
(]uircd the faculty of distinguishing hot pply the colours of 
cloth ,and stained glass, but, that she oduljl, actually decipher 
the forms of words pf a printed book; and, indeed, could read, 
if the phrase may be permitted, with tpl^ble facility. To 
put these pretensions ‘ to the test, she pjSar^tted a shawl to bo 
passed across the eyes in double folds, ih such a way that all 
present were convinced that, they squid under similar cir¬ 
cumstances, discern day from night.- ;Iiai;.&is state a book w'as 
placed before her, aind indi^rihiinately, when, to our 

extreme surprise, she began to trace Idie words with her finger, 
and repeat them correctly, appeared to recognise a short 
monosyllable by the, simple contact of one finger, but in ascer¬ 
taining a long word she placed the fore-finger of her left liand 
on the beginning, whilst with tliat of ,licr right hand she pro- 
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cecdI'd from the other exti'cmity of*the word'] and when the 
two finders, by having traversed over all the letters^ came in 
contact with each other, she invariably and'j^ecisely aseertaincd 
the w'ord. By my watch I found that ‘ she' read about thirty 
WTjrds in half a minute, and it veiy B 4 tur|i||y Occurred to lis, 
that if, notwithstanding her supposed bUn^e^S'^d the double 
bandage over her eyes, she could still see/sh® have read 

much more, rapidly, if her motive had been to excite our asto- 
nishmcnt.t And .hero- it may not be amiss to state, that there 
does not appear to be any adequate motive for practising a de¬ 
lusion upon , tbe public. Her situation in life is respectable j 
and her mother disavoivs any intention of ever exliibiting her 
daughter as a means of 2)ociiniary remuneration. 

“ According to her owm statement, her powers of touch vary 
very materially -with circumstances; when her hands are cold 
she declares that the faculty is altogether lost, and that it is 
('xhaii.sted also by long and unremitted efforts ; that she con- 
si<ler,s the hours of from ten until twelve of each alternate day 
tli(i most favourahlo for her performance. Her pulse during 
the ex|)criin(;iits has varied from 110 to 130 degrees. 

“ One circuni.stan(;e which has created much doubt and sus- 
])icion, must not bo concealed, which is, that if any substance, 
for ijistauco a book or a sliawl, be interposed between her 
hands, and the object she is investigating, she is much emhar- 
rassed, and frequeiiti^T entirely baffled. • ^he explains this, hy 
saying that it is necessary there should be an unintcrriq)tod. 
communication between her fingers and her breath. 

“ 1 took from my ,pocket-book an engraved French assignat, 
which was hotpres^d;,\and Smooth, as gkss; she read the 
smallest lines contained,in this witli; the same facility as the 
printed book. A lett^ received .by thrit day’s post w^as pro¬ 
duced, the direction and pos^mairit.; 6 f which she immediately 
and correctry deciphered. - 5,. ,0 ' 

“ She. also named the colour of the separate parts of the 
dresses of the persons in compaijy, as well as various shades of 
stained glass which were purposely brought. 

“ Not the slightest objection was offered to my proposal of 
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the candle bping extinguished; her motbor staUonccI herself 
before the fire, which was extremely low, and afforded so little 
light, that I.eoQl 4 ‘.h 9 t , have read one word of moderate-sized 
priht, if it bad “been brought almost in contact with the bars of 
^ Lire .gSP^te.. tooh'from my pocket a small book, the type 

of which was'fifly’little larger than that of an ordinary news¬ 
paper, obscr^g at the time that I was afraid the print was 
too minute; to wliich she replied, that her fingers were in ex¬ 
cellent order, and that she had no doubt but she?should be 
able to make it out. Miss M‘Avoy sat in the farthest part of 
the room with her back towards the gra,tc, in such a situation 
that I could barely discern even the leaves of the hook which 
lay open before her, the title of which she' proceeded to read 
with complete success, with the exception of one very minute 
word. 

“ I then presented to her a small piece of smooth writing- 
paper, which was ruled with horizontal faint blue lines, be¬ 
tween each of which were traced lines with a pen and black 
ink; there were also perpendicular red lines, between which 
were scored black lines; all these, with their direction and 
order, she determined without any api)arent difficulty. 

“ Gogglers were next tried, in this manner:— 

“ They are intended to be worn by travellers to guard the 
eyes against the wind or the dust, and consist of two glasses, 
sometimes green, fitted into a bandage. ,;pf leather, which is 
passed horizontally across tho face, afid Is tied with ribbons 
round the back of the head. The goggl^^s provided for Miss 
M., instead of glasses were fitted-upyrfth opaque pasteboard, 
lined with paper, and not an aperturia Wfifi loft through which 
a single ray of light couH penetrat^-f^ne. part of tho per¬ 
formance was so timly fist^shing,tot'^ i^Ould almost hesi¬ 
tate to relate it, iff'two gentlemen had not been present to 
vouch for the trutb. I luid furnished myself with a set of 
stained landsc 2 ^ glasj§es, usually termed Claud Lorrain glasses. 
I'hey were seven in nuni|)er, pontained in a frame. She ascer¬ 
tained tho precise shade of ej^h correctly; one glass, however, 
appeared to embarrass her, and after considerable scrutiny, she 
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said it Avas not black, nor dark blue, nor dark brown, but filio 
tliouglit it was of a very deep crimson. We did not know 
wlietber tlic conjecture was correct or not, as we could not our¬ 
selves ascertain the shade. By reflected %ht it.appeared to 
us to bp perfectly black; nor was the flatoe o'f-iho foe, which 
was sf^^d for tlie occasioh, visible throi^|},f,^ii;‘ in the faintest 
degree. We had abandoned all expectatiki,^!? doleaTnining tliis 
point, when the sun suddenly emerged fifom b^hjftd ^0 clouds, 
and by that test, and that alone, were wo enabled to discover 
that she was correct, as we could just discern the solar image 
of a very deep orjbnsoii. 

“ Miss M‘!ALVoy, it appears, had recently found out that this 
cxtraordinaiy faculty was not confined to her fingers, and that 
she could also distinguish the colour of an object which was 
brought into contact with the back of her hands., Tliis was 
iimncJiately made the subject of experiment, and she was com¬ 
pletely successful upon thi.s occasion. 

“ I have now given a faithful narrative of what I have ac¬ 
tually witnessed, and what has been the subject of notoriety 
and astonishment probably among thousands in this town. 

“ She had also begun to tell the hour and minute through 
the watch-glass, without opening the case! But tlie mo.st 
■woiidciful of all, and which forms an appropriate climax to 
the other mysteries, was the newly acquired power of ascer¬ 
taining objects at a distance, with her back towards them, and 
liy simply stretching Out the fingers in the direction of such 
olijects,” 

Shortly after the publication of Mr. E,,Smith’s statement, 
Dr. Renwick favoMed^ the public with a very'interesting and 
erudite narrative of Miss' !M‘Avoy’s case, from which we copy 
t]u‘ following extraordinafy'facts; Op the 7th June, 1810, 
Mi.ss M‘Avoy became totally blind,; her health declined; and 
tlie immediate-termination of her life was daily looked for by 
her friends. In this distressing state she contiiiucd till the 
middle of the following month, when she begun to recover her 
liealth and sjurits, and in a short time was able to amuse her¬ 
self by knitting and serving; and it was at that period she 
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gave evidence.oflier extraordinary, powers of reading, as men¬ 
tioned "by Mn Siriiti. She also endeavoured to amuse licrs(3)f 
in making bai&ets i>f colcrured paper.. It was curious to 
obseiwe, fc€*|^^^^,^^’‘.,Jiap©i^through the interstices of the, 

by the point,pf the paper 
bcirigfp^ej ^^^^ ^^^h^varJ. If she found ihe did not 
succeed, attempts, she used 

straighten theii passed through^ -i^sket t^^^^ 

made by Miss’is in the possession df|^ Qbtmtess of 
Perby;'-‘. ^^^.^,■ , ;; ’ ■ 

In the presi^ce’of ;Dr. Brandreth and.MS^.j^aiv, she read 
the makei^l'h&me in Dr. Brandreth's 'hat, Hat-maker, 

London,” ;^th her hands beliind her; The eyos 'were covered 
with bilB«llV'^1^et and ^ gold beater’s sldn, isilk.handker- 

cliief tied <^T th^ whole. She traced with her;hngfers a land¬ 
scape whi^h edn^ted, among other objects, of two cocks fight¬ 
ing ; she *'^d they were like two peacocks: the tails of th(j 
cocks were very full. , 

A few days After, several gentlemen who had heard of Miss 
M'Avoy’s veiy extraordinary powers, wished to be introduced 
to her. Dr. R^wick accordingly proceeded with them to her 
residence. . He iwered her eyes with stic^ing-plaister and 
black silk, in ^ complete a manner to all appearance, that it 
was agreed by th,e gentlemen present it could'nCt be more 
secure. A silk handkerchief was theai'ped . ^Her^ 
crossed at the eyes, and pinned Over “j^ey^al pieces 

of silk were given her, all of whfe h^ giqi^aa^^,'; correctly. 
Twelve square pieces of'glass were proii^U,;hetWrf piece 
a small portion of i^k was enclosed sealed togeUier 

by sealing-wax,' and.-^re given 

1. Light blae.;';,.’ 

2. Straw colour*... y^liow^ qr straw colour, 

a. Two pieces of gla^, "I , f jTotnihg. ’ The glasses of a 

•without silk ......J” V ' < greenish colour; , 

4. Scarlet ...i’ Scarlet. 
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G, I’lnli., •with win to'x 

bpots on the otlier. J 

Slio toltj the colour of two seals the watch of 

one of the g<«itlemen, also the c^our faf his Watcli, 

ami of the ribah^ attached to it, whic^'isii'pfc^th a black 
l)order: she told the tittae of the day esaotly^b half a nlinutp, 
in two different watches. A piece of paper Vas' given her, cut 
out from the co^reting of Ormorod's History of OhosMre, and 
she read with Jker' fingers, “Ormerod's History of Cheshire, 
l*.irt III., eubsesriber’s copy, No. 200, collated and perfect, Dr. 
licnvrick, Liverpool ” A copy of one of the laws of fho Athc- 
n?eum, printed in a very small type, was given to her, which, 
w ith the help of a magnifying glass, she road part of correctly. 

On July 30, 1817, Dr. lienwick having blindfolded Miss 
M'Avoy, made the foUow'ing, among many other experi¬ 
ments :— 

\V ith her hands upon the windoxv, she perceived two ncwly- 
cui stones, of a yellow colour, lying one on the other against 
iJit* wall on the other side of the street, distance about tweh(> 
3aids: also a heap of cast iron railings, piled upon each 
ollici. One of the company being despatched to place himstli 
on the ground, stones, rails, &c., she mentioned whenever he 
moved hfs position; perceived him jump off the railing; men¬ 
tioned the colours dross correctly, only said that a pluni- 
(u)loured CQat was i mentioned two children accidentally 
])assing by at the She said they appeared very small 

indeed; the person was thus sent, appeared about tw u 
feet high, when at of twelve yards; as ho came 

nearer, sho QhsejVed, felt Mm grow bigger. All the 

objects appe4^i to h^iy%|lliit#'dh the glass. 

With her fingers on the window/^^e described a woikmaii 
in the street, distance ten yards; a imt doaM> with barrels of 
American flour ; another with two leaves of sugar; a third, 
empty; a girl with a small child ^2n her arms, &c., all exactly 



2 o 8 .vAnaAnET^irA vo r, 

tine, except that there were three loaves of sngai* in the second 
eavt. 

With her handi^placed hehind her upon the window, oppo¬ 
site to the of the church, she told the figures 

ol' dilR^rent and sometimes mentiimed the colour 

oi’ the that might bo on the head, or in 

the hand, shoulder or back ‘<!tf the person. Bho 

told also, jthe ef four different workmeh in the church¬ 

yard, one by one, as they sat down; she stated one to bo read¬ 
ing a paper or book; the second to have Ids hands in his 
breeches pocktit j and the third to liavc his hands folded across 
his breast, and her description of the position of the fourth is 
not rcc<dl 6 Cted. 

She traced the outline of a v^ry iiTcgular figure, formed by 
sijueezing the portions of two wafers, one blacl^ the other leil, 
between two plates of glass. 

She read qommon print easily by touching a piece of window 
gln^-R hold twelve inches from the book: at a greater distance 
blie could not read, but could read much easier when the glass 
was brought nearer to the book. In like manner, and at the 
snjno distance,* she discovered a sixpence, half-guinea, three- 
bhilling-piece, &c. She mentioned which had the head, whicli 
the reverse upwards, read the dates; pointe^d out on the six¬ 
pence the position of the harp, lions, clcown, &c. She ob¬ 
served, unasked, that one half-guinea Wti!B,«|isjPOoked; feaid it did 
not lie flat on the paper, that the croWi^fKbia downward, that 
it was not a bra<s9 ooniater j did not shadow of 

the half-guinea wh^ ?nade her knowJl td'be orookod. 

She could not di^Over the oolo^ ^gue; but closing 
between her lips the white petals of 

flowers, slm tol 4 < I 

On October 24th,’ w gobies on, fctsvering the 

face, bho named the coloWof BSToral silks, the time of the day 
in two watches, the colotJ.f‘"6f ft gteon, and of a whitish seal. 
Blie felt the reflect^ -pf Br. Freckelton, who had just 
come into the room with l)r/®randreth, when feeling through 
plain glass, and named him. ,She described in a similar manner 
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the face and colour of Lady Maiy'-St^ley, and,of Hrs. Hesketli, 
and the colour of the liair^ of each^ ibut she did, not describe 

She 


Miss Hornby,, who .glass. Shr 

traced the'figiire of an"61d?|l^^ snuff 

box. -She read, :throu^' • +nir»- 

only in a.bodk 

/AS 4%4>!k<M Av-a ^ 


wdrd or two 
,‘l^x alid the 
“' ■ .out of the 
icommand of 
. down the 


sides of tii6 n^ 

The ted ;ii^^^j|fege ^ya of the "solar’fepe^rSiit-being throAvn 
by a prism ns^”i^i';,i^#nd^ she said it appeared as gold. All 
tlie colours .bai^ tbtown on the hade Of hefj^hand, she dis¬ 
tinctly desetib^-t^ d^flerent pa.rts of iW-haind.,’.;-She marked 
the moments wheh die colours became fiunt^ n vivid, 

by the, oc,casioiiiaJ?;p^S^ge of a cloud, widibut.^;^®!^ desired to 
do so.. Tlie pnsiStic colours afforded,her.|h'^&to pleasure 
lliat she experienced since her blinrhie&^llf^le- neYer saw 
a prism in her life, "Sho felt ;the spectrum The viohit 

rays were the least' pleasaint.. She obscired thi. ^he red raj's 
ui>pf;arcd warmer, and more pjeasani disat’-fle which 

opinion coincides->rith;^at‘. pf Dr. Hcrschell, who proved the 
great diffppi3^p9/bth|a|^^ the.^efd^'pjigBnatic rays. 

These (in^<>iik:^e;^put to. Miss MSiltby,’'which she an¬ 
swered in ,thafo|ji<;^^^|nanner, 

Q. Did ;you a^p^t al stockuiir before..you were deprived 

Q.- 

it difieuiii;fe;‘pi^ 

.and did 


|^%y^ thev|®ing, 'did you find 
■■ difficult at first, 

^ ^ learnt it, 




^ sehM^' did fe^^^’you first were asked 

and b^d 4§b; colour.^.. my it M’^as a sensiition 

of aatonishment, wid '^eh’ of " 

Q. Do yo^i 'prefCT any c6}^jt0^J. I prefer the brightest 
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colours, giye .a |)l)^urable feeling; a sort of glow to 

my me^ Black gives me rather 

a shuddming.f^, 




IS 


are enclosed , in ,a phial 
plain glass Yes, it 
^ Jkrttle'he tjold/' '' 

are 
ci9So to 

each ronly one .^^: ]|:||ei."% colour, 

but it. ippe!^;p^f&ifsin%* but if they are ^^^d. at a distance 

•frnnn oooTi T ' 


' from each oth^', 14o liot feel the object.,; 

Q. If coloured ,gl^es arc given to s^sation do 

yoU'/eelP^^^LMucli ‘ibc same as when Mlks’ -^tt'e 'put into iny 
liand.'' ; ■ ■ ‘ ‘ 

y- IIoT\^:|io;f«|t#|;glas,s stones’l—^,. The stones feel 
harder and'^a^s^SOli^ and the glass softer^ ■■. 

.y* feel a seal which , declared was 

neither stdh^^^,;^as?~-^. Yes; I did's^,^9, 
softer thangla«.’ 

Q: In wha,V.T^/;|'fW, the impression made upon the fingers, 
when you felt the-fij^res reflected fro?n ^he mirror through 
the plain glass i--j:i,;j'jfecl,th^ figures nS;;^/.miage upon each 
finger. 

Q. How do Ilgizs ^ letter 
if they were r^i^ 'up 'io the finger.; 

Q. How do ti^^y fe^ tough 

a similar way,‘'but'||^i^,' 

Q. How do theySjto]^.5ffi^Mg^ted,:itar.concave . 


glass, similar to'thil 
you l—J. ■"’ 
a distance 


-A. As 
i?—y/. In 


5 e.iHfornby gave, 
.., ,w,'^l^'i®'ht*ld at 
ISii^i^ters ,^'cl the 


[5^^ .(Efi%^t I 


feel gold and to^bra8% 

stool, '■, ..' • ■; , 

y.-What 

Similar to my feelmg of sSle.-‘'"l '• ’ -I ' ■'' ', j ' 
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Q. Hoav <Io you know the diffbitoncc between water and 
spiiiis of wine?— A, By the spirits of wine feeling watmer 
than water. 

Q. How do you know out his hand* 

or noddiniP^to you 1^.4# his'hand 

upon entering, or going of if air, or 

wind, waa>'W»fted towards me, and I puf^fcMU.' If a nod 
is made tb my face, a but 

if a finger he M mo, or a hanC h^d be^te me in a 

gentle manner, 05 not feel it unless t atif idjji'Ut to read or 
toll colours, I very soon tell if there ^e any obstruc¬ 

tion between tha^ toiouth, the nostrihs, and the objopt, 

Q. How do ybu calculate the height of petrsons entering the* 
room'2—^. By a feeling, as if loo^. or more Wind was wafted 
towards me, according to the height of the person* t 

Q, Can you distinguish persons who havU yOU since 

your bbudness, or whom you have known Gene- 

i.illy speaking, I can by the tread of the fijbt i but almost cer¬ 
tainly by tlio voice, and sometimes by the breathing. 

Q. If a person passes you quickly, do you feel any additional 
sensation.’—A. Yes, I feel a greater sOfise of heat, according 
to the quickpess with wipch a person posses me, nr comes into 
the room. 

C^. Is your senfio of feeling as stiphg upon any other pait of 
the body as ift the upon the hand, or upon the cheek ? 

—A, Upon the and leg, and ytpnn the lip; but it 

is not so foot, or leg, or jslbow, as it is upon 

the lip ; ndr^Upon wr choe]i|^M in the fingers. 

Q. Is yqur»sen»? mi^ ac#u before your 

illness 

(J. U your is very 

much iSucreasied. 

Q. Oan you distinguii^ colnhrs b^i|^ellin| them t—^. No. 

Q. Is ^tr taste also moi)e iacut4 . Very much more 
acute. * ' * 

Q. Have you preference to any'^ort^i Of food ?— A. I prefer 
those which are sweetest, 

U-2 
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Q. D6yoiprefe^niiypij^ meat?— A. Yes; I 


prefer,'] 
of it befei 


'sort jof meat; but I never 'vvas fond 




were-^imfc^ 



‘.’^w.ers of Miss MlAvoy, 


-^^rv., . _ 

t^bly jmswe^d;by-pr/J^pTlibk, in bis 

8ve,.' pubiic'^tion ’we;;«c^^iliJ%eS^^05^big 

interesting ‘ 

‘‘On AugustiSj 1816, I was mduoedc^^^r^bpon Miss 
!M‘Avoy’witli jMri Tbt)ma% who told nie b^me very 

expert i;di^'g:#|^. I,found her in the act 'which she 

appeared -x^th considerable neia^c®^}; . She put into 

ray bauds,4'1^^> ^]nch. she had assisted in finishing for tlio 
llev. Ed-fi^j^ipl^'erj her confessor, to whom sHe was under 
consideral^i^i^ipn for his kindness and attention- during 
her ihn^s.', ',:j$l^^^^^ several neckerchiefs, and a frock 

for her littiP ^tetv aiftd darned a pair of black silk gloves -witli 
great neatnesa/v account of her mother, 

Mrs. Hughes, that ifeefore- Miss M‘Avoy?w^ able to leave her 
bed after thp/fiift‘-i^rtack, she compkmM .iO£ weariness and 
anxiety, paiticiSi^ly’m ‘the night, ^5rhi&5l^^|^m^^not sleeping 
well, aI)pea^c4^ .1o^lg■.,.and duU. Miss I^^^^Ti^uested her 
mother to give;feer a needle,’ that thread it. 

B\8h^ ,lB]j:^ceded in 


Tlie first tirae'^%mp^ ^ur atteinitts| 
tln-eading it, 


two trials, 
her a coaprae 
■wardness wi^ ‘'Im 




gave 

Ist^.'J^.tlna awlc- 
and 

hereyos,soehiea^^^^^^^^^^|p^^',j^g^ut the, 

fix her eyes as'S 'Si-hef^Miss 

arAvoy cndeaf9|p^,h^|S^ili^advi^^^^^ appliii^tri^ .'Jo 
much perseve^'oe, tiii& .point, 

but sowed much betteiV'tn^'^lw;^^ befpret%^ de¬ 

privation of sight Mr. llic^niis^and.l particularly iexarained 
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her eyes, exposed to the light'-of .^ pandlc, as iijoar to the,eye 
as possible, without the 

slightest contraction . 0 r,,dMata|wnJ of/tiie ^niLTbr tlie least sen- 


sibilijyin the eye. . IliaY^jj 

]jointed,pei^ife:^ 
of the,.,ifi:^^ |p a-^qni^i 'anS.fete^ 
to theobserving 

3 SCr.'^i^kii^^sured me he has 



eye, 


thrown 
to dash a 
point 
possible 
the 
put his 


finger iip^^thfo^ifeea itself, wliich then ag^ii^e|| niseneible ; 
but whcn/h^^H^il^ the. eyelid or Oyelashj sl^=.was .instantly 
sensible it.Vv^p^am sat a considerable time attending to her 
sewing, but’.^paleiitfy indifferent about it, arid these 

visits I Have eicairiined her every action as minui^jras-possible, 
and I have been saltisfipd she could not se^‘Reading her 
needle it sometimes required only one three or 

four, before phe. w^ successful. It was ci;y^|^^t4{bw8j^vo her, 
wlion, by accident, „the point of thq tbread^^bo^ j' she would 
try to thread the needle three or four time?, aaSd^ she did not 
succeed, would put, it into her month-ijpnd bite, off a part, or 
tube her finger and feel whether the thri^d were straiglit or 
not. . More:. thap,.,bnce.i have given h^.cihe needle with the 
] utiiit upv/ards, when she accidentally dropped.it^ she attempted, 
•hut finding,trials, that she oouW not thread it, she 
would put .hei'.^.ryji^^xipon the needle, and feeling the point, 
would turh*'and[?i3l3B^lid'.,it: once, also,,I the eyo of a 

needle hastily bri^hp^ was not aware of 

the ■chcuni^iceaailiiP^it.JIlAyoy hai 


e several attempts 
ih her finger, and 
tidn. I‘found to he 

was riaore active 

__ ^ the beds, attending 

uponIie 7 ii^bi;n]^}^i an^.^aip^ii^ cheerful and agree¬ 
able, to more par¬ 

ticularly liq tho^ wWyisrted-ali^t^^ 

“I sh^ ffi&^.jgdve an tire ma^nper in which it is 



to thread iC^, 
told riote, 
the ca^^l 


than 
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stated Miss M‘Avoy found lieiseif possessed of ceiUin ])oweis 
of an extraordinary nature, and the relation of which excited 
the curiosity as’ifeU as the critirism of many individuals. It 
was very eac^ ^September; 1610, that her stepfather, Mr. 
Hughes, was ^ ^ helohging to 

one of his a'fiistOTy TfSa ^en of the life of 

St. Thor^^ Veiy favourable tb his general clia- 

racter.' ^6* it to his wife and daught^tf', and said he 

recollected hairing rbadT’dnce a very different^aced^ht in another 
book. Miss MAVoy told him she had, before she Was taken 
ill, seen an account of hia life in a book enfeit^'IShe ‘ lives of 
the Saints/ ahd, if shp had the book could >poiki out the 2 )lace 
where it was,^ 'The book was put into her hand, and in turning 
over the Jeayes she pointed out the jdace, i^assed her fingers 
over it, and read a few words. In a joStilar manner Mis. 
ilughcb asked l^er if slio could feel the letters mth her fingers. 
ShoNsaid she lelt the words she had read, and would try again 
if her father would 'give her a book, A number of a folio 
Bible, of tolerably large print, was given, and she read several 
verses to the great 'astonishment of her father and mother. 
Upon hearing this >|^oount I was induced to virit her again, 
witli Mr. Thomas, and took''considerable poons in examining 
the eyes; but we found*little or no altwation in their geuei’al 
appearance, except that the pupil was noi quite so dilated a^i • 
before j but the light of a candle appeared to have no influence, 
upon it. We found her father’s accouM' yery accurate, and 
that she really CouldJPfSad 'by the appjtiAph pf iho fingers to 
the letters, With cootorf^-bl© fiucney/^^'(& probable any 

other person, who hsSfeot Jilte 8ain«,jj^^U3^ityOf judging of 
her blindness with think' it possible 

bhe could see, 1 ovet the 

eyes, and I made u^e oetton fchawl,* which 

went.twice rOuhd ihe heajlf^nfoif^^e eVpa^ and waa tied\ at 
the back of the head ^ l^he coufd bear it. I placed 

in her hand a number of above mentioned, and she 

read very correctly one verse’a chapter in Genesis. I then 
lequested to have another ‘book, which happened' to be a 
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volumo of tlie ‘ Annals of the Chuicli.’ 1 oponed it, and she 
ii‘ad to me several lines, with the alteration, in a proper name 
of only one letter, which, upon being desired to road over 
again, she corrected. I th^ turned to a few lines of errata, and 
she read them correctly, only if^ing the letter I. os an I and 
a dot. The mode she follows is to plad^Jj^^.hngars upon tlio 
letters, to proceed from the b^inning to soe eadyemity of the 
word, and again, until she names it, and so on to the next 
word. She often makes use of the fingers of bOlih hands, pai- 
ticularly the fore fifigers; and when they are in good order she 
will read froto twenty-five to thirty words in half a minute. 

“ On the following day I mentioned the oircumstanco tf) a 
fji('nd, who Was anxious to see a phenomenon of this kind, and 
ho met me in St. Paul’s Square. Miss M‘Avoy iig^n road over 
to us a verse in the Bible, a few lines in tluj < Aimals of the 
Church,’ and the title-page, mottos, and several lines in a 12mo. 
edition of ‘ Grahamo’s Sabhath.’ 1 placed her fingers upon a 
blank leaf and desired her to read. The attempt was made, but 
she said she could not feel any letters. Her fingers weic 
then placed upon another leaf which she declared was also 
bl.uik. I then dc'sircd her to feel the upper part of the leaf; 
slu' did so, and said she felt something, but it was so eonfus(‘(l 
‘ ho could not make out what it was. Tlie fact was, a lady’s 
;tiamc had been written in the book, and when I took it fioin 
my library, 1 scratched the name out with a pon, so that it was 
not distinguishable to tho eye. 

“ The persbns whe hi^ve visitecl her Once, ore generally known 
to her again by theil* ifiafinor of walking 6r’breathing, or by tin* 
voice. She tells the 4!lj0ferett(Se in the of one person from 
another wha entersif f^od tc? do so. SJie has leacl 
witli hea: hands the bed-clothc's, or 

midor a sheet of papef, any length of time.” 

Within a few days of hap*' dea^ she wrote a letter to her 
c'xecutor. ^he made no stops., inded her paper with a 

kuife„ and wrote upoi\ the line fomed, by which means 

tho words were sujSEicaeiltly separated from each other: Jt 
feyemod before her illness, she could hardly write at all and 
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although the writing was not good, it was bufficieiiily clistin- 
guishahle to ho easily read. Previous to lier bliiiducbs, it is 
said, she could scarcely join the letters. 

After a long and sad tormenting illness of five years’ dui’alioii, 
death put aij end to idl her miseries, on August 9th, 18i!0 ; au<l 
on the same day, dissected by Mr, HaiTison, one 

of the demoftstratetPoif'Anatomy, &c. to thc\ School of Surgeiy 
in Dublin; before*^ Drs. Eomvick and Je0'6ys, and several 
surgeons. 

Little inforniatidn was, however, gained Iby this dissection,' 
that could enable' the medical gentlemen to account ibr her 
extraordinary faculties. 


Bampfylde Moore Carew, 

,' King of tile Beggars. 

T> AMPPYLDE MOORE CAREW, one of the most oxtraor- 
nary characters on record, wjis descended iVoui an am ient 
and honourable family; in the west of England, lie was born 
in 1693, at Biclcloy, in Devonshire, of which place his father, 
the Rev. Theodore Carew, was many years rector. Never was 
there known a more’ splendid appearance of persons of the lii &t 
distinction at any baptism in the county, were present at 
his. Hugh Bamjdyide, Esq., and Major Moore, of faniilic's 
equally ancient and; respectable as fhAt of Carew, were his 
godfathers, and from '^om he re.ceivod Ms two cliristian names. 

The Rev. Mr. Care-vf liad ^s^veral (^Idi’cn, all of whom 
ho educated in a tende^^ At the ago of 

twelve years, his son, till this article, was sent to 

Tiverton school, where he oontrlwJted an intimate acquaintance 
with many young gentlemen of the first families in Devonshire 
aud the adjacent counUes.”'^ ' 

Duiing the first four years of young Carew’s residence at 
Tiverton school, his close application to his studies gave his 
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fri('iicls grfsat liopos tliat lie might qne day appear with dhtiue- 
iioii in the profession which ^Kis father became so well, and for 
■n hich he was designed. .^He actually made very coiisidera1.de 
progress in the Latj.n,,aiid Gre.^k languages. Jhe Tiverton 
scholars, how’ev^er, havin'^at thm jihie ■til 9 ,.;,cpininand of a'line 
jtack of hounds^'Caa'e>v aid.'three oth^ jypung geiitlomen, his 
most iiitimatp' cdmpauipiis, attached 'them^ves with such 
ai'dour to the aport of litiiitiiig, that their studies were soon 
neglected. Onq, <i[ay the pupils, with Carew and, his three 
friends at"'their head, were engaged in the chase of a"deer 
fur many in|les, just' before the commPncenient of harvest. 
The damage dope to the fields of standing'corn was so great, 
that the neighbburing gentlemen and farmers came with heavy 
complaints to Kr, Rayner, the master of the schobl, who 
thnsatened young Carew and his companions so.severely, that 
through fear they absconded and joined a gang of gipsies who 
then happened to be in the neighbourhood. This society con¬ 
sisted of about eighteen persons of both sexes,, who carried wjth 
them such an air of mirth and gaiety, that the youngsters were 
(piite deliglited with their company;, and expressing an iiicliiia- 
tioii to eater iiito their society, the gipsies admitted them, 
after the performance of, the requisite ceremouics, and the 


administration of the proper oaths; for these people are sub¬ 
ject to a form of government and laws peculiar to themselves, 
and all pay obedienefe to one chief who is styled, their king. 
Young Carew vRi,s"8.0ori. into some of the arts of the 

wandering tribp, such success, tJiS'f besides several 

exjiloits in which he p p^y, he himseu had the dexterity 
to defraud a lady ii^'T^Utpn of twpht;y.guiueas, 'under tlui 
pretext of discovej‘in|iqt.hp|,,by a hidden 


treasure. ...'.’’'.H 

His parents/mwnwliiie.^aipeiifi^^l^ dne that was no 
more, for though they had repeated^ advertised his name and 
person, they could not,; obtain the least ihte],li|enGe of him. At 
length; after an interval of a' year and a lialf, hearing of their 
grief and repeated, inquiries after him, his heart relented, ’and 
he returned to his parents at Bickley. ' Being greatly disguised 
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iiio'jfc positive of his not being able to impose upc»n them. 
Gobig one day to Mr. l^ortmaa's, ai Biinson, near JJIandford, 
in the character of a rat-catcbe|r, with a Jiai/ cap on his head, a 
buff gir^do about Jiis ‘vvaisl, ^d a tjjjme rat In a little box by his 
side, ho boldly mifolied tip i0,ith^ in tliis disguise, thougli 
Ids person was Icn^wn tq all the family j and, meeting in the 
court with the Rev, Mr. Bryant, and, spveisd^^tliw* gentlemen, 
whom ho well knew, he asked if their hoi;^jJj[|XS»^a4 ahy rats to 
kill. Mr. Portman asked him if ho knew hhf^JWness, and, on 
las answering lu the aflfiimative, he to get his 

dinner, with a promise tliat, after he had dij^ed, they would 
make a trial of his abilities. Dinner being he Was called 
into the parl^our among a large company of gentlemen and 
ladies. “ TiVell, Mr. Ratcatcher,” said Mr. Portman, “ can you 
lay any scheme to kill the rats without huHing my dogs ? ” 
“ Vos, yes," replied Carew, “ J shall lay my oonipObiiion where 
even the rats 'cannot diml» to reach it.”'—“ And what country¬ 
man are you 9 ” “A Devonshire man, an’t please your honour.” 
—“ What’S yotir name 9 ” Carew, perceiving by some smiles 
and wldsjiers that he was known, reidled by telling the leLltni. 
of which his name was composed. This occasioned a good deal 
of mirth, and Mr. Pleydell, of St AndroVir’s Mill)ouin, who 
was one of the company, expressed some ploasuro at seeing llie 
iamous Bampfylde- Carew, whom li^ ^6aid he had never 

st'eii before. Yes, but yOu have,” said 1ie,‘ ‘*'4nd given me a 
suit of Ciotlioe.” Mr. Pleydell was sui^^sed; and desired to 
know when it wanii ^ Oarew asked 1^'^' did not remember 
being mot by ^ po6-r^;wrGitchrt|rith lonnd his head in¬ 
stead of a cap, an o^^womaf'*a shouldcus, 

no shirt to lus bascft'and scarcely any 
shoes to Ha poor unfortunate 

man, oast M up with eight 

otheis by ^^o„erow, sixteen in number, 

luiiig dSsked l^m some queb- 

tious he sliit of clothes.' This Mr. 

riej d(41 acknovdedgSd', a6tl Carew replied : ‘^He was no other 
than the expext ratoatclier now before you.” At this the 
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company laughed very heartily j and Mr. Pleydcll and several 
others offering to lay a guinea that they should know him 
again, let him como in what form ho pleased, and others assort¬ 
ing the contrary, Cari^ was d«ired to try his ingenuity j and 
home of the company foUoiiping hlfn^out, M him know that on 
such a day t|ie same comptmy, with others, were to ho 
at Mr. Ploydell^s. ’ 

When w day arrived he got himself dose shaived, dressed 
himself like ‘$ji old Woman, put a high-crownod hat on his 
liead, borrott^od a little hump-backed child of a tinker and two 
others of a beggar, ind witli the two last at his back and tlio 
former by the tod, marched to Mr. Playdell’s; when coming 
u]) to the door he put his hand beliind him, tmd, pinching one 
of the children, set it a-roaring, and gave th^ hlArtn io the dogs, 
wlio camo out with open tliroats, so that between the crying of 
the (liiJd and the barking of the dogs the family was sufficiently 
annoyed. This brought out the maid, who\ desired the sup¬ 
posed old woman to go about her business, telling her she dis- 
tuibfcd the ladies. “God bles.s tlieir ladyships,”' t§plied Carew, 
“ I am the uiifoitmiate giandmotber of these podr helpless in¬ 
fants, whoso dear mother, and ail they ha<l, Was burned at the 
dn'adful liie at Kirton, and hope the good ladios will, for God’s 
sake, bestow soiprthing on the poor famished infants.” Thi', 
pitiful tale was a’ceanpatned with tears, and the maiil going in, 
.>0011 returned 'Wftb.' half a crown and a masb of broth,.whifli 
Carew went ihto thejS^pri to eat. It WW not long before the 
gcntlomon appean^vand'after theyh^^iwl infievod him he 
pi ('tended to go setting ti|^ j^totlyy, tantivj’-, and 

an halloo to the tittn0 £i|Kip^nd some of them 

recollecting* Icpm Cpuld ba Ao other 

than Carew,features they 
were highly deM|^iM; entertainment 

he had givmi 

I OarefW so moulded 

Jumsclf into m many |i6^;ained the hi^diest 

a])plau8e9 ftpm that apparently wr«lche4 to wIik h 

he beldnsed, mid soon became the favourite of their king, av ho 
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was very old. Tliis flattered his low ambition, and prompted 
him to be continually planning now stratagem^, among which 
he executed a very bold one on the Duke of Bolton. Dressing 
himself in a sailor’s ragged habifc> and going to his grace’s, near 
Basingstoke, in Haifftpshiro, he knookod^atthegate, and, with 
an assured countenance, d<?sired admittance to'the Duke, or at 
least that tho porter would give his gra^^apape^ which he 
held in his hand: but he applied in vain. ISTot ^discouraged, ho 
waited till ho at last saw a servant come out, an4«[ tolling him 
ho was a very unfortunate man, dchired ho wenild be so kind as 
to introduce liim where he might speak with his grace. As 
this servant had no interest in locking up hip niaater, he very 
readily propiised 'to comply with his request, >as soon as tlio 
porter was off his stand, which he accordingly did, introducing 
him into a hall through which tho Duke was to pass, He had 
not been long there before the Duke entered, upon which, 
dropping on one knee, he offered him a petition, setting fortli 
that tho unfortunate petitioner, Bajnpfyldc Moore Oarow, was 
supercargo of a vessel that was cast away eoniijig from Sweden, 
hi which woib all his effects, none of which ho had been able to 
save. Tho Duke, seeing tho name of Bampfyldo Moore Carew, 
aud knowing those names tq belong to fanuUes of tbo greatest 
note and worth in tho west of England, a^od him several 
f|uc&tions about his family and ri^atioas, whe|a, surprised 
that he should apply for relief to any bu^ his olsirn family, who 
w'ero so Avell ablo.jl*o assist him, CWl^^plied, tliat he had 
disobliged them b)f foljies of yo^^ And had not seen 
tbem for some yeas^'f^'^’he Duke hrea|l®i^ wdih the utmost 
humanity, aiwl* i^nductod into an 

inner room, where, gfee’s order, a servant 

was sent to hitp fine Holland shirt, and 

everything appearance. He 

^tas then ^sitting with several 

oilier persons eSf quality, taken with his person 

and behanour, and pJNtently rtlised for him a supply of ten 
guineas. His gmee, being engaged to gu out that afternoon, 
desired him to stay there tliat night, nnd gave orders that he 
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should be handsomely entertained^ leaving his gentlemah to 
keep him company. But the Duke was scarcely gone when 
Carow found an opportunity to set out unobserved towards 
Basingstoke, where ho went to a housp frequented by some of 
the community. He treated the compahjr, »nd, informing them 
of the bold strat^em ho had executed^ the whole place re¬ 
sounded with apjf^ause, and every one acknowledged that he 
Avas most worthy of succeeding to the tlirone of tjlio mendicant 
tribe on the vacancy that should occur. 

In the same disguise he imposed upon several,others, and 
having spent some days in himting with Colonel Strangeways 
at Melbury, in Dorset, the contersation happened one day at 
diniior to turn on Carew’s ingenuity; the Colonel seemed sur¬ 
prised that several who were so avcU acquainted with, hiur 
should have been so deceived, asserting that ho thought it |m* 
liossilde for Carew to deceive him, as ho had thoroughly ob¬ 
served every feature and line in his countenance, on which he 
modestly replied, it might bo so, and some other subject being 
stained, the mailer dropped. Early the next morning Carow 
being called upon to go out with the hounds, desired to be ex¬ 
cused, which the Colonel being informed of, went to tho field 
without him. Soon after, Carew went down stairs, and 
slightly inquiring which way tho Colond generally returned, 
A\ sdked out, and going to a house frequented by his commu¬ 
nity, exchanged hi clothes for a ragged h&bit, made a counter¬ 
feit woun^ on hm thi^, took a pair pf ^(m^hes, and having 
disguised his face wil^ ft venerable pity-mj^^i^ beard, went in, 
seaich of the CuloncV’sflWj^ hefoimd of Evershot. 

His lamentable moans^^lim almost w,the Colonel w^as 

in sight: his cpuntonatto|-(|;^ir4886d pain ; his pre¬ 
tended wound was eyo, and the tears 

trickled down hia ‘silver heart was 

not proof again^ sudh 0 him half-a- 

crowji, which Carew teemVw "wilfe gratitude, and 

then with great submission ’dodred to h© informed if Colonel 
Stiangoways, a very charitable gentleman, did not live in that 
neighbourhood, and begged to be directed the nearest way to 
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Ins .scat; on which the Colonel, fillccl with conii)asfiion, showed 
l)ira the shortest way to his own house, and on this ho took 
his leave. Oarew t’etunied before the Colonel, itnd pfotended 
to be greatly refreshed with his morning’s walk. When they 
had sat down to dij^ei'^ Calrew inquired what sport they had, 
and if the Colonel had not met a very miserable object. “I 
did—a very misel^le object indeed,” replied the Colonel.— 
“ And he has got hither before you,” says Carew, “ and i.s now 
at your table.*’ Tliis occasioned a great deal Of mirth, but the 
Colonel coul<l not b6 persuaded of the tnitli of what Caiow 
asserted, till he slipped out, aud hopped in again ui>on his 
crutches. 

About this time Clause Patch, the king of the mendicaut-^, 
dio^ and Carow had the honour of being elected king in hi^ 
^SBd, by which dignity, as he was provided with everything 
h^ccfesary by the joint contributions of tbo community, bo was 
under no obligation to go on any cruize. Notwithstanding 
tins, Carew w-as as active in his stratagems as ever, but he had 
not long enjoyed this honour, when he was .seiz'ed and confined 
as an idle vagrant, tried at the quarter sessions at Exeter, and 
transported to ^Maryland; wlierc, being arrived, Ite took tin* 
op])ortuuity, while the captain of the vessel and a person v1k> 
seemed disposed to buy liim wore drinking a bowl of punch in 
a public hou.se, to give them the slip, and to take with him .i 
pint <jf brandy and some biscuits, and then betake himself to 
tlio wf)ods. ,, 

Having thus eluded their search, as IwS Vfafe' entirely ignorant 
that none wore atliO.'^^ed to travel thfe^^'J^thout proper passes., 
01 that there wa« a considemblo i^trgd granted for appio- 
liendiug a runaway, % congmtldlii^ nimself on his haj)j)y 
escape, and did not aOnbfc m ilmuld hud nteans to get lo 
England; hut goi^ through a narrow path, he 

was met by four meji, MrhtilL not being able to pi*oduco a pass, 
he was seized, cafiafed bofote a justice of peace, and thrown 
into piison. ’ Hut h6r6 obtaining information that some cap- 
t.un*s to vliom ho Wits known iverc lying with'their ships in 
the luiliour, lie acquainted them with his situation, on wliifli 
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tlicy paid him a visit, and told him that as he had not been 
sold to a planter, if the calptain did not come to demand him, 
he would-^^"liulilicly sold tho next .court day, and then gene¬ 
rously a^ed to purchase him among themselves, and to gh'(; 
him his liberty. Carew was so struck with their kindness, 
that he could not* consent to purchase , his , liberty at their ex¬ 
pense, and desired them to ttdl the captain who brought the 
transports where lie was. They at last agreed to his recpussl.; 
the captain received the nows with great pleasure, semt round 
his boat for him, had him severely punislied with a cat-of-niiie- 
tails, and a heavy iron collar fixed to his neck, and with this 
galling yoke he was obliged to perform the greatest drudgery. 

One day, when his spirits werti ready to sink with desiiaii’, 
he^ saw the captains Harvey and Hopkins, two of those who 
had projiosed to pui'chaso hi.s, liberty. They were greatly 
afl’ceted with tho miseries he sufFoivd, and having sounded the 
boatswain and inat((, i)revniled on tlieni to wink at his e.scaiie ; 
but tho great olistncle was tin', penalty of forty poinnlis and a 
half-year’s imprisonment for any om^ that took off his iroii 
(’.ollar, so that he must be obliged to travel with it on. Tin; 
captains acipiainted liiui with all tho diflicnltics ho would 
meet with, hut he was far from being discouraged, and rtisolved 
to set out that night; when directing him what course to take, 
they gave him a pocket-comiiass to steer by, a steel and tinder- 
box, a bag of biscuits, a cheese, and some rum. After taking 
an affectionate leave of his benefactors, he set out; but he had 
not travelled far before he, began to reflect on his wretche.d 
condition: alone, upannod, unacquainted with the way, galbid 
with a heavy yoke, ek^sed .every mome^ to the mo.st innui- 
iieiit dangers, and,a datk, tempestuous night approaching, in¬ 
creased his tciTor; his ejU'S w^o assaidted by the yells of tho 
wild beasts; but kindling some' sticks, ho kept them all night 
at a distmice, by constantly S'iviii^ng a fifc^brand round his 
head. When daylight appeared, he had nothing to do but to 
seek for the thickest tree he could find, and climbing into it, 
as he had travelled hard all night, he soon fell asleep. Hero 
In*, itaid all day, eatmg sparingly of his bi.scuit and clieese, and 

ID 
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coining on, he took a large dram of rum, and again pnr- 
siK'd ]iis joimicy. In this manner travelling by night, and 
cf>ncealing himself by day, ho went on till he was out, of danger 
of pursuit, or being stopped for want of a pass, and then 
trav(incd by day. His journey was frequently interrupted by 
rivers and rivulets, which he was obliged either to wade 
thro^igli or swim over. At length he discovered five Indians 
at a distance; his fear represented them in the most frightful 
colours; but as he came nearer, ho perceived them clothed in 
d«;er-skins, their hair was excotdingly long, and, to his inex¬ 
pressible joy, he discovered they had guns in their hands, 
which was a sure sign of their being friendly Indians; and 
thr;se having accosted him with great civility, soon introduced 
him to their king, who spoke veiy good English, and made 
liini go to his wkiwam, or house, when observing tlmt lie Avas 
mneb hurt by his collar, the king inimediately set himhp.lf 
about freeing liira from it, and at last efTeeted it by jagging the 
sled of Oarew’s tinder-hox into a kind of saAV, Jiis majesty 
sAveating heartily at tlie work. This being done, he set lieforc 
Carew some Indian bread and other relresliments. Here he 
Avas treated with the- gi’eatcst hospitality and respect; and 
.scarcely a day passed in which he did not go out with some- 
party on a hunting match, alid freiiueutly Avith the king 
hiinself. , 

One day, as they were hunting, they fell in company Avitli 
.some other Indians jie-ar the rwer Delaware, and Avlien the 
ehacei Avas over, sat down to he merry. with them. (Jarew 
took this opportunity to slip out, and gmng to the river .side, 
seized one of their' canoes, and though, etitirely unacquainted 
Avith the method of managing them, boldly pushed from .shore, 
and landed near Newcastle, in Pennsylvania. 

Carew now transformed himself, into a quaker, and behaved 
a.s if he had nevdr: feen any other sort of people. In this 
juauuer he travelled tQ Philadelphia, meeting evoryAA^hero AA'ith 
the. kindest treatment and the most plentiful supply.- From 
licnc.e he A^•ent to New York, where going on board a vessel 
belonging to Captain Kogors, he set sail for Englajid; and after 
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liavinp; prevented his being pressed on board a man of war, by 
pricking Jiis hands and face, and rubbing them with bay-salt 
and gunpowder, to give him the, appearance of the smsdl-pox, 
safely landed at Bristol, and soon rejoined his wife and bc'gging 
companions. - ■' . 

AVliat became of him afterwards is nnkno#n, but he is said 
to have died about the year 1770, tiged 77. 


Thomas Cooke, 

The Notorious Islington Miser. 

'’^ITOivfAS COOKE was born in the year 1726 at Glower, ;i 
village near Windsor. His father, an itinerant hddlor, 
got Ids living by playing in ale-houses and at fairs, but dying 
Avltilo Thomas was an infant his grandmother, who lived at 
Swannington, near Norwich, tpolc care of him, till he was ahlc 
to proA’idc for himself; at which time he bhtained employment, 
in a munnractory, whore there were a numb ei; of other boys, 
who A\-crc paid according to the work they did. These hoys 
always clubbed some money from their weekly earnings foi- the 
establishment of a,mess; young Cooke,'however, resolved to 
live cheaper, and when the other boys went to dinner, Ik*. 
retired to the side,of a brook, and made his brcakfa.st and 
ilinncr at one meal, upon a luilf-pcnuy loaf, an aijple,,and a 
draught of water from the running streain, talccn up in the 
bi-iin of his hat. , >.g ;;- 

His economy and industry at however, he turned 

to a good account, for with the Ike thus saved, he paid 

a youth who was ^ iisher to a vdlage et^ol-nuister, to instruct 
him in reading. Writing, and,arjil^etic. 

When Cooke arrived at years of maturity, ho was employed 
fi.s ]K»rLcr by a Mr. Postle, at Norwioh, an ennnent dry ?ialtor, 
and i):\i)':r nuamj'acturej-. Hero his sobriety, and industry 

J.O- J 
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his master to mslke him a journeyman, and raise hi^ 

From the conversation of the excisemen at- the mill, young 
( iooke conceived their business was attended with great cmohi- 
luent, and intimated to his master that he should wish to 
hciconie one. Mr. Postlc, wishing to oblige a faithful servant, 
ju'oeurod his appointment to a^listrict near London, and gave, 
hini a letter of introduction to a sugar-baker. On his arrival 
in London, in the Norwich waggon, lie had only eight shillings 
in his pocket: 

Though appointed to a district, Cooke found‘there was great 
ihday, and some expense before he could act as 'exciseman ; 
he therefore took the situation of porter to the^ sugar-baker, 
and in course of time became a jounie3nnan. Hele he did not 
neglect his appomtment to tlie Excise, but rcscrvod sufficiruit 
iiino to himself to give it ev(‘.ry neces-sary attention. , By attend¬ 
ance on the superior of the flistrict in which he was to act, 
and by the money he saved while in the service of tlie sng!i,r-- 
halu'r, Oooko was at length enabled to assume the dignity In 
which he had so long aspired. 

Being appointed to inspect the oxciseable concerns of apaper- 
ami manufactory near Tottenham, Cooke was exceedingly 
VM']! pleased j for being already versed in some parts of tlio 
tnide, iVom the knowledge he had acquired in the service ol' 
i\lr. ^^>,stlo, hp was desirous of learning those secrets in tlie 
ti-:id(', to which he was still a stranger. Luring the time ho 
Avns oHioially employed'in this concern, the master of the papi’i-- 
mills and manufactory died. The widow, however, by the 
advice of her friends, carried on the business, with the assist- 
uiict! of the forcimap. • . r . 

Cooke’s knowledge of Uie betaness, but p{irticularly the regn 
lai ity with which he roiwl^]^ his accomifs to the Board of 
Excise, induced thdOoKniflis^bhers to continue him in the employ. 
In tlie mean time^ he took a regular and exact account of .sun¬ 
dry infractions of the laws, winch cither from design or inad- 
V(n'teiice, were daily committed in this jiaper manufactory. 
lla^dug calculated the value of the concern, and the several 
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tliousand pounds the penalties incun’cd, by frauds on tin? 
revenue, would amount to, he seiabd an opportunity of privately 
infoniiing the widow, that these/peiisdties, if levied, would 
amount to more th^’ double the value jof idl her property, and 
expose her to, beggary and the King’s Bench. Ho assured hei-, 
that the frauds which had been at different times committed, 
were only knp'vrp, :tp himself, and suddenly proposed marriage 
to her, as thh/only'^-nieaiis of insuring his secrecy. The wddow, 
no doubt, convinced of the truth of the statement, and seeing 
in Coo.ke a^.-Wap, of comely count enance, and of good figure, 
gave him,.a,iayjOurable answer, but suggested the propriety of 
tleferring tho/iaatriage till tlio time allotted to the mourning 
for her first husband had exidred. Cooke agreed to tJiis tIeJ.ay, 
having taken care to obtain her consent and promist! on 
parchment. - „ ' 

At length his marriage with this lady took place, and Coolco 
became possessed of all lioi' pni])erty, wliich was very large, and 
jjarLicularly of the mills at Tottenliam, which were on lease, to 
iier f(jrmer Imsltand. On the expiration of the lease, he ai)plied 
to the ])roprictors for a renewal of it; but,in consequence of ,a 
previous trtiaty the premises -were, to his groat mortiiicatiou, 
let to another person. 

He next i)urchased a large sugar concern in Piiddledock, and 
as he knew something of the husmess, flattered hitoselJ', tluit ho 
would be able to add rapidly to his ali^ady large fortuiu'. 
Here he carried his former habits of parsimony and abst(un- 
iousness to the utmost .excess; with'this, view, he kept no 
table, but gained the greate,st part of his .dMly food by making 
woll'tiraed visits ta persons He knew, ff|d,.making thein mpfij 
for which His col¬ 

loquial powers were admif^le. -.; In latter days it was his 
pnictice, when’ he had marked: out any one for Jiis prey, to 
find his way by some means, or otlipr into the house, by pre¬ 
tending to fall down in the Street in a fif;, dr/ask permission to 
enter and sit down, in'order to prevent its coming on.. No 
liurnane person could well refuse admission to a man in appartait 
distress, of respectable appearance, whose well-powdered wig, 
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and long ruffles induced ..ft belief that lie yras some deca 3 'ed 
citizen wbo had. jseeh better iiays. For ftssistance offered, or 
given, he always .^xprei^edvhife 'g^^ in a strong eiiergetic 
manner, peculiar to . hhntep':^ a glass of 

water, but if mho offered, “JVis, anything hut 

vKiter." His kind, host presses the ytdne' oh 3^ which, for 
some time, he -rei^sts Vat last, seemingly. 6V^l!ite|nh by the cor¬ 
diality of .the invitation, he consents: tasting ih^vione) he ex¬ 
claims, 0pd bless my soul, sir, this is wine 

indeed!, Pi^y; sir, who is your wine merchant? ■Por, indeed, 
sir, to tell . you a truth, it was the difficulty cff'^'gbtting good 
wine that paused me to leave it off entirely, and'^ke to drinlc- 
ing water.'* ^ ‘^ CoBae, sir, another glass will doho harm.” 
“Not for the world, sir; I must bo going, ifedc you, sir, a 
thousand times 1” He, however, suffered hiinself* to be 2 jre- 
vatled on to take the second glass, and then talces his leave 


with a thousand thanks. 

The-singularity of Cooke’s appearance rendered him remark¬ 
able, and it seldom happened that the inquirer was long at a 
loss to learn that his guest was “ rich 3\Ir. Cooke, the sugar- 
haker, worth a htihdred thousand poUnds.” In the course of a 
few days, he hiaikes. his second visit, and takes care to go 
about dinner-f^e. “ My Avorthy friend, I could hot pass your 
door without hlakmg free to call in. ag^n :ib .thank you for 
your great MpdnWji tlm other day.” “Prky,'lm,'-dp not men¬ 
tion it; I am ^^ttiyglad te see you. ''Pr^j-tralk into the 
parlour.” “ means; I just cftlli^yto thank jmu. 

Sir, you savpd, But I cauhbt,pdme iil; I will not 

intrude; youir'':fam^^|^.-at dinner. V 4^ 1 

you and them !” ^staying in the 

passage, pray walk wine the'other day; I 

have a ffltv bottles XQ'cil^*-^f|^;^ich you sli^|;;ftgaip taste; 
and as my family areljust «^g;::down be 

glad if you Avill do'as we'do.h^ ri^'teir ; no, I humbly 
thank jmu, my grttBl , Entreaties, 

li 0 wever, prevail; this is just what the intruder' wanted ; he 
gets by this means, introduction into the family, and insures 



THE ISLINGTON MJSEil 231 

for a good dinner whatever time he clioo<?es to coiuo. 

But this is not all \ ho has made sure that the family know 
who he is, and the extent of hU riches; he affects to take giH'at 
notice of th^e childran J “God bless these dear children : pi ay, 
madam, are all theSe "fine diildren yours 1” “ Yes, sir.” “ And 
]>jay, madam, how many more of them have you!” “I liave 
five in all; two at school, and these tliree that you see hoie ” 
“Ah! ah! a SWe^t flock I God bless them, pretty deai-.f 
Bray, madam, you have the goodness to give me all th(>ir 
names in writing!” After liis depai-ture, husband and wife 
congratulate ^SfiOh otber on the pleasing prospect now befoi e 
them: “ wW c<mld bo his meaning for asking all our children’s 
names in Waiting f’ “ Why, what but to mention them in his 
will. You see, iKate, how a gootl action brings its own reward \ 
tills poor gentleman I did not know when he first was relieved 
bv mo, when he was near tailing down in a fit at my door. 
We must cultivate his friendsliip.” And now pour in ujion 
him geese, turkeys, roasting pigs, hares, pheasants, and every 
other acceptable present of this sort, and, perhaps, no’sv and 
tlieii, a dozen of the fine wine he praised so much. This -was 
the plan he pursued, with, pnhaps, not les.s than a score or two 
of clifibrent people, all of whom he duped; and so great w.is 
the quantity of poultry, game, vegetables, and provisions of 
every kind, wdiich used to bo sent to him, that it did not cost 
him in house*k 9 epingi for himself and his domestics, more tlian 
fifteen pence a day on an average; but it wiks consideied as 
great extravagance ind.eed, when the expenses of a single day 
arose so high as two shillings. * ' 

A^'ith all his parsimony, however, Opo!k«,’tOhi8 great asto¬ 
nishment, found tliiatjjj* jpatead of feonoy by his sugai- 

house, he had bgt, at months, £500. In 

order to discover the secrOtt which he had br en 

a stranger, he Was induced 'jio ihVitO several Itt^-bakers to dine 
with bim, and after plying tfe^ with plenty of wine, he put ques¬ 
tions to some of the ydunget and motb unguarded of the trade, 
who, in a state of intoxication, made the desiralde discovc/j* 
lUs wife, astonished at his being so unusually gene ons, e-r- 
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pTossed lier npprelionsious about tho pxpeiisos of tlio wine ; out 
iio told her he would svok as much of the hraim (-his usual 
jjlmise) of some of the fools, would amply repay liim. 

Among the numher of persons that Cpoie had vainly Haitoi (‘d 
with the idea that he would remember them in his will wa^ a 
j>aper-maker, named King, who used to work; with Cooke, and 
who had often, iu his prosjierity, driven. Coolte in his gig t<» 
wakes and lairs. King, from tlio goodness (if his character, 
had obtained many friends; and, vhen ho applied to Cooke 
for assistance, he contrived to giro liini some plausible reasons 
for delayirig his intended hc'nelaetion^lill have tried 

nil his other friends. '3’lu’s being <lone, “ Now/^ir,r says King, 

I have taken your eounsel in making you the Isfit I ([“nli upon, 
and. as you always said you would do smuothing handsome for 
mo, now is the time for you to sliow your fri<m(l!ahip. fmd gi^’e 
me youi assistance.” “ Hoav much have you gotf' said Cooke. 
King anfrwered, “ About two liiiiidred j^ouiids.” “ Two hun¬ 
dred j>ouuds, sir!” exc]aim<‘d Cooke; “why, sir, you ought 
ne\ (T to want mon(\y again ns long as you live I Two bundled 
jxmnds, sir 1 why, it is a foitinie, an immense sum ! You can¬ 
not want any more money with so l.uge a sum in your jiosscs- 
sion: but, sir, 1 will gi^e you apiece of .ndvico Worth double 
tlie mouey, and that is if ever you buy a pint of beer again a^ 
Jong as you have existence, you ought to be Ji/anyed. Theie 
aie identy of oinl I will give you notliing,?* 

Another of Oocike'a expectants was a poor man, a relation, 
wlio used occa^om^y to make liim small presents of butter. 
“What signiflea s^ipg mo these driblets?” $aid Cooke; “ a 
man wlio is to have ‘^usimds upon thousands at my di'ath! 
Send a whole which indicated 

that he could Ctot ^replied, Very well, sir; 

you may do as yUji trill do as I please,” Terrified 

at this threat, the ttiah obmpHie^ with his wishes; hut it 
is needless to say that, Jajke hinho Itost, lie was fii‘st deceived 
and then disappointed, 

Ink was an article which Cooke was very fond of, and this 
he uised to obtain in large quantities by begging. His way 
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was to carry a strong phial about him, tliat held somctlnufj 
moro than half a pint, and whenever ho coidd got into the 
coinitiiig-houfeo of any of those whona he was in the liabit ot 
calling on, he was ^w^ys sure to ask for a little ink in liis 
hottl(‘; and if liis friend chosp to fill it fur him he made no 
(>l)j('cti()n. What, it) •nill be asked, did he do with such a largo 
(jnantity of iuk as ho must by thh means have accumftlated i 
Wliy, it is true, ha wrote a great deal, hut he did not use it all 
in writing. hTo ; to employ ft poor person to clean his shoes 
woiihl have cost money, and to have them cleaned at home by 
liis maid could not be done without expense, as the ingrodienls 
tor making bl^khig would cost something in a year. The hh 
he contrived to got for uoiluiuj^ and he blacked his shoes nitli 
that! 

After he had retired from hu^inoss, and went lo reside in 
A\’'iiichestor Place, Pentonville, he hit ii])on a notable expedic*nt 
for supplying himself with his favoiirito vegetable*, in high per¬ 
fection, at a very easy chaigo. Annexed to his house ^vus a 
spot of ground, which, when he fir^t took the promises, was 
1 lid out prettily for the culture of tlowers ; but Couke dcsihsed 
the foppery of ilowcns, and theiefore lost no time in looting 
them all up, for the jmrpose of making a cabbage-garden. Ihi 
therefore dug the ground himself to avoid paying a laliourcr 
and paying tlio tax for a gardener, and sowed cabbago-secd nil 
over it. Ho IndtistriouHly apjdied liimsqlf to manuring the 
ground, for w'hich purpose he would sally hut m moonlight 
nights, with a little shovel and a basket, and up the hors(‘- 
diing that had been dropped in the the day in the 

City Road. ^ * 

Cooke seldom j^asse^ 1^1#taldtig a hearty 
drink. In hia daily visits regaled himseh' at. 

the pump near the Exchange. ih constant liabit of 

pocketing the Rank paper, ilKSVer anything if he 

could get it for notlung. ^ * 

The only indulgence Cooke allowed his wife wa.s a small 
quantity of table beer ; and it may naturally bo supposed tluit 
a woman who enjoyed every comfort with her former tiusband 



234 


THOMAS COOKE, 


could have Httle regard for the. second. In short, Cooke used 
her so ill, thiat she died of a'broken heart. 

Not-\vithstah^g this ihaii’r bve for money, lie 

was not w^thd]^'. ia’ tiirii. fdjr ^iisemeate;:, he was particularly 
fond of k»‘WJig:klgiitdd horse, and contrived generally once a 
year to ^ id Epsom races. But excursions never cost 
him anjlliihg ; for he always Tnade Wfi sio^^festen himself upon 
some of thole people whom he used to 
of malcihg1jhem',his heirs; thus he had,|ak,iade ’^ib Epsom in 
his friebd’e gig, and back to town; hi8'bed,,duj^g the time of 
the races,' his meals, and every other acconhjmd^ion, at the 
expense of Iris fellow-traveller, to whom, fOT;.aWfwihis treating, 
he never hadt the geneiosity to offer so much^iai a single hottle 
of wine 'in return. 

. At one time he had a horse, and, when nolj;;, employing him, 
ho kcpt'him at livery stahlcs; but wdicn he rode, min, he would 


not allow corn for him at any place where he had occasion to 
stop, alleging to the ostler, that “ he had had his com at the last 
jilace he stopped . at,‘ so' that he wanted nothing to cat;'or, at 
most, not mdre than a mouthful of hay, and a little w’-ater 
for wdiich al^tder accommodation he would generously reward 
the ostler wj^h a penny. Indeed, liis stoppages upon the 
road wew^i jrj^ frequent, and when lie did stop, it w’-as 
always '■’‘■'iw',. 

On Ms e|:c§^^<;|^'.;many were his expedifeii&ifu® ^deding his 
horse. If he^^a^^pjad to fall in wdth a good honest farmer, or 
farmer’s's^.^l'^f'fiiling the sanu*. waywas going, with a 
load of hayi liB^^g^ijA'Iiiihself fortunate; Being a very w^ell 
iuformed/mai^ij^l^j^^cpvew on:!^^ subject, and 
could acdOmmqd^is^||i^^^;^e^^ti|^‘ the person he con- 
Tci'sed .with-;, intp ^at ,‘w^ith the 

driver of‘the the price, of kayand 

corn, and othfej^^jof: thus hamg,wormed 


himself into he Vbuld c^rt^ 

on the conversation'foliil^ j a^ Vli'^iiding after ,the cart’s 
tail, w'ould sufier his horse'to pnli niany a sweet mouthful, and 
take his bellyful of the countiymatfs.hay. 
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A favourite liurse of liis liad at one time a diseaso in tLo 
eyes, for wliicli Cooke wislicd to have a cure; but as he v'n-, 
too avaricious to go to a veterinaiy surgeon, ho listened to the 
({uackery of some silly jourjieyniaa farrier, or more probably 
some one who, knowing hia disposition, had amind to banter him, 
and gave him thef following as a recipe for his horse’s sore eyes : 
“ Yon must take thirty onions, drill a hole in each, run a string 
through all, and hanjg the onions, thus strung,like a necklace, 
lound the horse’s neck, and let him wear it continually. As 
the onions hang on, they will draw the humour Out of the 
horse’s eyesdjftbvthemselves ; and by the time they are dried 
up and shrivU^l^d; the eyes will get well; if not, repeat the 
remedy: but iM!rk this, when the onions become withered, 
they will be so full of the acrimonious humour, drawn from the 
horse’s eyes, that yoU must bury the onions where no hog can 
get at them.’^ “ Thirty onions, sir I why they would cost a 
gn'at deal of money ! Pray, sir, would it not do just as well 
ii' 1 were to buy one very large onion, and cut it into thirUj 
2 iieces, and .string those thirty bliee«, and put them round tho 
l)east’s neck 1” “ 0 no, rir, for they would wither in a day and 

lose all efficacy j they must be inhoR onioiis.” Conke, however, 
('(jiild not find in his heart to pait with so miteh moneyas 
■would purchase ihirty onions; half tho number he supposed 
would do as well; but although he was so foolishly credulous 
as to give ear to this nouseiise, his avarice Tmmidltiot allow him 
to believe'ih the deleterious quality of Wisely 

])resnraing, therefor^ that nothing ought §fc^^'thrt>»m away, 
he took the onions, >fhen they were qt^’flirkelled,. and he 
supposed they hadfdone th^ duty as ■'wtuet round the 
horse’s neck for awsy the string, he 

put them into ah|did-baislt;^'|^|^*bfdt^4t^^ into the house, 
as if just return^ from l^'t^lvants to make a 

dish of onion porjridge for servants, 

however, knowing feofo they f^mptorily re¬ 
fused to obey his orders; > . ‘ *“ >'■ 

Cooke once bargained with the keeper of a livciy-stahle to 
let his horse have the run of a field to graze in, at so much per 
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flay. Wli6n, he wanted to ride, he always tool< a very accurate 
account of the number of Kours he had him out; and as soon 
as he intended to, take, the horse finally, he desired the 
man to hying in his hill, v On perushig it, he flow into a great 
passion, asking the ..man did he mean to he a robber to plund(;r 
liim and chfeat him. The stable-keeper desired hiid to coiint 
the number of days, from the time the horse was first taken in 
to graze, until the day he wjis taken away; and he would find 
the bail Vi^hoirect. “ Horse taken in 1' No, sir, it is me that 
you want'ito take in, and ytiurself that o^ght'lbohe correctffHl 
for wanting to cheat me fif my gold ! Had I'not-my horse out 
of your field eight lioiirs on Thursday? -W^riiir, and did I 
not ride him to Epsom next flay, and had him;obt of your field 
eleven hours ? tliat is Liinetecii liours ; then, sir, five hours and 
a-half on Saturdayther(», sir, there are two daya and lialf an 
hour that you wanted to cheat me out of; in short, here is an 
account of as many hours that iny liorse has been out of your 
field as amounts to fifteen days ; and have you the conscience, 
you cheating rogue, to expect me to pay yon tor my horse eat¬ 
ing your grai^ when he has hceil miles and miles away from it?” 
As the Btahiei^eeper swore ho would make him pay dearly for 
calling hiin,fl^;oht^t and a rogue, Cooke thought fit to make an 
apology, bill. 

])uring.4h'e |ifertame of his wnfe he forfoed’the determination 
of keepi|^%t!^^?i^i^s, ‘aiad even a carriage! view he 

was for some tune-^n the look-out for the purchase of a new 
horse,-in one ho fdrea4y ^possessed. In these 

researches company with some gentlemen, , among 

whom, ono,of with aaibther for the sale of 

a horse;. the pirieie,'!^wi% A Cooke, who 

knew the value ofand said, that if the 
gentleman who. him had bid his utmost 

jjrice, he more; the parties 

agueeing to tms; twenty-two guineas; 

provided the ownei* allW-imiat, as a trial, to take a ride 

for five or six miles, just to know’his paces, and to ascertain 
whether he would, suit him) promising to return at an appointed 




Jiour. Cooke Ijoiug well kno^vn to all the parties, this iiulul- 
geiic(' -was readily granted. The hour of his promised return 
expired, but no Cooke, After another hour of impatient ex¬ 
pectation, the poor horse was led in by his rider, limjang. 
bVi eating through pain and anguish, tho blood running hi tor- 
1 ‘ents d(»\vn his fore legs, the skin .and museular parts of wliicli 
wei-o lacerated in a state shoc:king to behold. Gooko llirew 
himself into a chair, lam(mting that his dear friend should meet 
with such a misfortune ! After recpie.sting a few minutes to 
iinlulgc Ills gri^f, he related, that after h.aving gone on so plea- 
.santly, iievor h^^ying nu't with a moro lovely creature, and one 
that would so have huited him, unfortunately, in a narrow 
part of tho road he got between a stage coach driving furiously, 
and a waggOn going in a contraiy direction : all his efforts to 
avoid injury to the hope were in v.ain ; the wheels of both cur- 
rhiges camo no.arly in contact with each other, and tho poor 
horse had his knees broken and lacciated in tliis misorablo 
manner. “ Nor did I,” continued lie, “ escape," shewing lu« 
worsted stockings, recently torn and dirtied, and a slight graze 
on his leg, “ for I myself v\n.H near being killed ; but, alas ! it 
was an accident; however, sh’, since 1 most unfortunately hail 
youT‘ hors<' in my care at the time of tin* accident, I am Mulling 
that you shall not bo a loser by him; nobody would now gi\e 
live jiounds for him, but as I m-us the innoecmjt cause of this 
misfortune, I will give you fifteen.” The gentlfifflciau, h^'wever, 
M'ho Avas bargaining for tho horse when Ohe^e jninod their 
company, after esramin^ing tlio injury the 'hud received, 
offered to stand to hi$ original bargain, prp.^Ajl, the ownw, in 
consideration of the expense of employing »'|a^tlej?'to’cure the 
horse’s knees, would the v bridle into tho 

bargain. Thip was agreed the owner, and tho 

horse, under riie pt.re of a made as well 


as oyer. 


The gentleman who boogWiltljne home to a club of 

respectable tradosm^ who frfei^juented the Throe Tuns chop- 
, house, in Sinithfield, and yUo in the summer season occasionally 


made an excuraon to dine a few mUcs from tovni. He ])eing 
OIK' of thl' party nnd comin'r ralher l.nte the rest of the orentle- 
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mon, wlio ■were standing at the parlour n iudow, noticed tho 
liorso, and obscJfvod, that he (hd not appear the worse for llx' 
severe operation he had ■undergone somo^months back. Tins, 
of course^ bron^t on ah in<iuiiy aa to what they meant, and 
the truth soon dlscoyerod. Cookei on the day he had bor¬ 
rowed the horse for^a ;fcrwd, came to this very house, aird aliglit- 
iug, led the horse to a farrier’s shop neaaf'atK hand. He tJiep* 
made his proposal to the farrier’s man to Crit and mangle the 
horse’s knees, So as to make him bleed freely, but to do it so 
as not to iinijute any of the tendons. To thip act of cruedty the 
fellow at first objected; but rii)on Cooke’s'l^ipMsenting that 
there was a considerable lut depending on ^ saying, that 
if he would not do it, lie should easily find one else that 
would—the fellow thongirt ho might as-Well earn the reward 
(two pots of beer) as another, and accordingly scored and lar e- 
rated the poor hor-se to tlic satrsfaction bP Cooke, and the clis* 
gust and horror of tho bystanders, some of wlromwere the \eiy 
■men that wero then assembled at the dinner party. In that 
condition the inhuman ■wretch rode tho miserable animal to 
to-wm, exultihg in the hope that by this sir at .igem ho should 
got the kojai^ soju® pounds cheaper. 

Being d<sjli^ched from the fatigues of business he deteinrined 
on taking a hUrcf^e a little way out of town, but not at so great 
a distaJttw aa Hii^Jtfevont him from walking every day to the 
Baulc. kc pitched on Pentonvilti^ and until ho 

could suttb^self with a dwelling, he resided;liMr spmo time* at 
the Angel Inpi, Jjit |p]fegton, from whence jke afirwards remov cd 
inlo a Wnajl |)tp^ i?| Winchester Place, Pentonvilljs, 

During tJap^ lived in WincheiSt^r Plaoe, ho began to 

think that he col^|laMbiilt’^<^ tosfe'iptlcheli^apea- by having 
him at home than livei7>stablo. For this 

purpose,, he kitchen pf his house in 

Wulcheitthtgr A curry and fodder, 

and do all, with his own hands, 

to save the e5;^pl^U!(0 ^ liiririg'‘A*^^^4l>leri)oy. Besides, in this 
saving idan he liad the dung, too, fijr his cabbages, wliich ■\\as 
no t mall ad’s antage. As he had the hor^^*, he thought it would 
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1)c 110 very great expense to keep a chaise for this horse to 
diMw, and he actuaUy did at one time relax so far from his 
ligifl system of economy, as to resolve on keeping one. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he hargaiaed with a coiach-inaker, and the chaiso 
■was sent home, with harness and everything complete. Cooke, 
howyvor, in ordcai|]j|f home his chaiso, seemed tot once to have 
lost his foresight) tiJ&d to iiavo neglected to weigh all the ex¬ 
penses attending the keeping of this vehicle. He had no 
chaise-house to jhit it m, to preserve it from the Woather. He 
saw, that although he might he able to dro^ his hoi'se, the 
keeping the chaise and horse too, (l<*an and in order, would be 
too much for Htnh he even foigot the tax that he would liave 
to pay for his isittTiage; and he loniid that ho could not do 
without a man-servant to take oai c of his horse and clrnisc: 
th('refore, until ho could hire this man serv.ant, ho could not 
run his chaise. ITow he was to (lis])os(‘ of it in the mcantimo 
ho had not thought of. To ke( j) it in tlie open area before the 
house would not do: it might he stolen at night, or iujured, 
and the rain would render it unfit for use ; and the doors wore 
not -wide enough to admit of its being run thi’ough tiie hbu^o 
into tlie hack pait. He therefore had the wheels taken oJf, 
and put into the back garden, and the body was then cairied 
through the house into the back yard, and lifted up through 
the window into his hed-chaiuher. HoweveivI'<thatihe did not 
entirely give up the idea of runiiiiig his t^8l),W^a4i evident 
fiom his attempt|S^to hire a.man-servanW •Ojptiaaking known 
tliat ho wanted ^e^ he had Bever.al applicat^tjqjS J 'lHut one man 
■was too slight to doiihework, another to0 t^^'ectod 

because he was a lathy^sliaukod,, iiidih a wide 
mouth, that he w^ stwe^wjliald because 

he owned he could not do wi||wli of gin once a 

week. But fhote wor^ twe that offered, 

namely, that theyaU a sufB- 

eicney of victualj^i;'tho r%h<?wJwfhottt exception, 

asked a gteat deal mwe 'than lie Ws inclined to give, 
and therefore he was determined to keep'the chaise and vdieols 
nhcrc they ■were, until ho couTd find some more rca^ionablo 
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uittMiclant. Tlio chaise-body stood in liis b(‘d-cbanibor, and the 
Avbeek lay against the Wall in his garden, for year after year, 
until they were quite rotten; and the wheels, especially, that had 
been exposed to all vai’iatiOJiB and incloxSaencies of the weather, 
overgrown with grass and weeds. In this state he took it into 
his head to try to Will them, and among Other customers whom 
he wished to attract, ho ottered theni t© a glentleman who wa', 
afterwards his executor, telling him that ho expected a good 
price for the vehicle, as it had never been used but omc', 
natnoly, from the maker’s liouse to his own, and of course not 
a bit the worse for wear and t('ar. 

During the whole time (’ooke ]i\ed in Winchester Place, 
which is supposed to have Ikh'u from twelve to fourteen or fif- 
t('en y(W8, ho never once ])ainted the hou«(e, inSide or outside. 
The landlord of tlie house •was jiot very well satisfied with this 
neglect; and finding all leiiioiistiaiices vain, lie was desirous of 
doing some rejiairs at Ins own exjicnse, hut Cooko would nf)t 
Slitter the workmen to eoino into tlio liouse. When the lainl- 
lord found that he could obtain no gooil of Cooke, he gave 
liimjegal warning to quit. Of this warning the old man took 
no notice. When tlie time had marly exjiired, at which, 
agreeably to notice, the luiulloid expected Cookt‘ to quit his 
hous<‘, bo waited on him to inquire if he had j)] ovided himself 
with anbth0r'4li!:^jWing, telling him at th»* same time that lie 
expected to hou^e given up at the appointed time. 

Upon thi^, Cooke, Hfith abundance of tears md lamimtations, 
entreated him bo so cinel as to turn^m out; that ho 

had boon lo<Ab?^fot h(»use, but liad not yet lieen so fortunate 
as to nleet that would suit hibi, and bogged hard tor 

another month mtfc, ' lE'his was panted. A similar 

application made' ibonth, obtained the in¬ 
dulgence of now determined to be 

lioreinptory, he should certainly call 

on such time he should expect 

iMr. Cooke, withAtfjtorther to give up tltc possession of 
the house. The old gentleman, who well knew that in all 
cases of law the being in poRSesUon Of good and sufficient twi- 
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dcnce was of great importance, took care to appoint one of 
tlio&o people whom he liehl in suhserviency by his usual ])()licy 
of promising to remember him handsomely in his will, to bo in 
attendance at his house exactly at the hour at whicsli he ex¬ 
pected the landlord to call on him. On his arrival Cooko 
feigned himself very ill: the landlord said, Well, Bir, I hop(} 
you have suited yourself, as really the house >vij] tumble down, 
and buiy you in the ruins, it is so much out of repair, and as 
you will not repair it, I must absolutely have the key.” Cooke’s 
tears now flowing in torrents, he exclaimed, “ Miserable man 
that I am^ { whicli way shall 1 turn me ? can yon have the lieaii 
to turn a poor old man at my time of life into the street ? Oh, 
dear! what will become of me I I am not able to look out, 
and I have no friend to look out for me; I wish the house 
would fall on mo, and put mo out of my misery 1 Spare me! 
spare me, for God's sake ! and upon ray honour, 1 will, os soon 
as ever I can, tiy to provide ray&elf, Imt don’t turn a. poor old 
man out to die in the street.” A fresh flood of tears, with tlio 
proper accompaniment of sobbing, groans, and sighs, wore now 
called up. Tlie landlord being a merciful man, was melted 
into comp.a&siou j and tho shock at seeing the old tUttn fall into 
one of his usual fits (well feigned on the present occasion) com¬ 
pletely softened his heart. He begged Cjppkfit to dry up bis 
tears, and assured him he would not tre^^^^^dub trusted 
to his honour that he would provide nouse as soon as 

ho could; and he declared on his word IhMpiul^d not put him 
to distress, nor trouble him to remove was suited with 

a tiouse. Then, witl^ many the hand on 

the one side, and as many demiful prop^^is of gratitude on 
the other, the landlord 

As soon as he was goim)' to hi$ assoriate, 

said, How easily Some fopls ,this world! Bid 

not you remark that he gavp me on his word and 

honour, that he would not me to^ d|i&SS nor trouble me, 
until I should be suited with a house 1 J^^e a memorandum 
of that; here is pen and ink, and write it in yom* pocket-book, 

16 
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that ho made this promiae, and be sure ycoi mention the day of 
the month, and year, and hour.” 

From that day CpoTce troubled himself no more about a 
liouse, but rested him^'IIf very 6ontent8d]iy Vhere he was, and 
enjoyed m&nya lapgh ftt tho expense of his laavUerd, when ho 
I'orountcd to Ijas yisitbrs the artful maainer'in which he had 
cajoled him. * But oivncr of the house, not intending to 
rarry those WOtdS to the full extent of their meaning, paid 
CooJee many fllendljr visits, urgii’ig him to quit the house, but 
he was immovable^ At last, after being kept out of the 
house until his patience was quite worn out, im btotight an 
ejectment against him. Cooke suffered this to be brought.to 
trial, and brought forwaid the man whom he had secured 
as evidence, who sWore that the })laintiff, in his presence, on a 
certain day and hour, did a( tually jiromise that he would not 
turn Cooke out, hnt mtlf 'iinhL the laUer shoM find it convenient 
to <-uif himselfimfh another house; on this evidence the landlord 
was nonsuited, and Cooke had the satisfaction of reluming 
homo in triumph. The landlord, however, brought his action 
de mvo, and likewise another action for the amount of thirty 
pounds for dihipidations, such as turning the kitchen into a 
stable, Ac., inbcrtjhbf which he succoeded, after being kept out 
of his house for two years and more by tlio artifice and 
obstinacy of Ilfe4sd^bi’y tenant. Cooke, wiio foresaw that he 
should not be his ground against hjs landlord in 

tliis secondcosS<<bi^l^ipi^rtident enough to take''timely measures 
to secure a rcts^^ j^fsdi^ngly, before the day orritod, on whit h 
the ejeclmoht'lg^^l&toheenputinforoO^aan^ him, he had 
removed his hia domestics ‘to the hOuse No. 85, 

Wliite lion iStre^11 § j| y Blville. in whi^ lie afterwards resided 
to tho time of Ms * 

At length, thro«^^Sl^l||^tles of age, Copke found liim- 
&olf reduced JBram time to time for 

medical advice; ttiCks which be used^to 

play to cheat medi<s^ men of thsir^ time and save his money. 
He would make no scruple to beg fipm some of his acquaint¬ 
ance whom he knew to bo subscribers, a letter for a dispensary, 
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and, clotliing himself, in l^spjdl,,r^g«i, and caijt-off apparel, would 
attend regularly,, as a pauper, amon^ Others, to receive advice 
and modicirLes gra;^t<5^u^^,.an.d; €or ^ 6 yerai successive weeks. 
At one tiin&^.e to the 

dispensaryJ^r diseased of .ldi© eye and, .oar,' in iPharberhouse 

Square. Tt^e; natural goodfiesS and, Biiaidty Saunders’s 

disposition ii^iiioed him to pay every att 6 ^tip^.;'^ ;Copkej "v^ho 
passed him^ll^^opi him as a reduced trad^sno^' whq had .seen 
better ddys ; tint, finding this old man Wovild not'be satisfied 
without e^^dasing a.g)^oet deal more of l|is time tl^ he could 
spar©, he induced to make soinhinquiry’^nceruing 

1 ^ p^ienl^ ^and, learning who he was, he, read;;; very 
serious Qu the meanness and impropriety of his conduct 

in thus bhjteiniug gratuitously that which was only'intended for 
the nec^itouB, and acquainted him that if’he .expected his 
futuie servicies he must give a fee, as was iw,ual with other gen¬ 
tlemen. Very well,” said Cooke, “ I am Willii^ to pay any- 
tliing in reason ; but; mark this, I expect to be^ cured first, for 
I always go upon the maxim of no cure mpayl* Saunders 
rang the bell, desired the servant to c||i in the next:,patient in 
rotation, (ind, politely wishing Cooke ajjqod.nij^^^ 
the servant to “ open the street door for ^ 

Another time , he b,eeame so exces 
physician, tp whom he had'paid about 
that the d<ifcpr/ 8 '^ him he hii 


exerted; at 



fitblesome to , a 
half-guineas, 
remedy, and 
er service. 
:e; why did 
to-cure me?” 
» for him, left 
, |o the no small 
l^^t he never should 


is^, and could 

“ Then ^ve mo back my money, a 
'you rob ^ 3 ^ money, unless 

The doctor^; -Whusaj^lkript was wait^, 
the old' mah tp;yent/;to apleen in 
diversion ^ the 
be admifc^ed ... \ 

He once rang up <he . :^j^ ., 

Islington atTourd^uck iiili-^ti 

bis pleasiirp, he answer^’^’^^ijiiy to see your master, 

for I am in pain." “ Sir, my mastCT has-been out at adabour 
all night, very much fataguied ; he is hot weil» and has not been 

■ 16—2 - ' ' 


r*'- 


1 , gentleman at 
5 g. On being asked 
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in bed above half an hour.” "Don’t tell me about his labours 
and his being unwell 3 doctors must got up at all hours, well or 
ill; tdl him he must come down. I do not come as a pauper; 
I can pay for what I have.” The servant went to tell Ins 
master, who sent his compliments to Hie gentleman, that ho 
really was very ill, but that his assistant,‘a regularly bred and 
skilftd younj^ man, was then putting on his olothe? to wait on 
him, and would, he was sure, supply his place to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the patient., "Then,” said Cooke, "‘he may^tif off his 
clothes again, and go to bed ; I will have po assistant j 1 will 
see' none but the master. I have plenty of thoney in my 
jjocket, and am willing to jiay for what I haVe.” At length 
the master came, and Cooke, in his usual way, kept him three 
quarters of an hour, giving a detail of his complaints. The 
doctor said he would make him up a small draught, that should 
relieve him in an instant. Being asked his charge, he said, 
" Only eighteen iiouce.”—" Eightet 11 pence !” exclaimed C'(»oko; 
" I never heard of such extortion in my life ! Eighteen pimeo! 
I thought you miglit have made me up something for twi)- 
pcnce !" This said, he left the doctor to go to bed agcain. 

§oon after he wont to live in White Lion Street, he sent for 
a Mr. Pigeon, a surgeon, who lived 011 the opposite side of the 
street, to examilWi an ulcer on his leg, which gave him a little 
temporary alarm, ^lne''Vp?Qg of ^ veiy gross habit of body. After 
the gentleman'K^iily inspected it, Cooke asked him if he 
could cure it, sir,” replied the surgeon. " llow 

long do you thinl|: bo before you can make a pei feet mie 

of it?” “Am<aira|JiS^ "And how much must I give youi” 
Mr. Pigeon, who the sore was nqt of any great iin- 

ptuiance, answered* i^Uinea.” " Very well,” replied Cooke; 
" but, mark this, wheSt'i^ep fer sums of such magnitude I go 
upon the system of so if I am not cured at the 

expiration of the notliing.” This was agreed 

to. After a dilig»5^^ ‘il^^cs of nevoral dsys, the wound was 
so near being heayil, that Cool:'^ expressed himsclt satisfied, 
and would not let l%eon see it any more. Howeycr, within 
two or three days of the month being expired he got some senct 
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of plaister from a farrier, and made a new nicer on the place 
where the fonner h^d been, arid, sending Ibr Pigepn on the last 
day of the month, showed J^.that hifi leg was not well, and 
that, of coursej the he had agreed for was forfaited 1 

This story the oH Mlo to tell himself with great satis¬ 
faction, and it plucking a pigeon. >.. 

‘When Pocton Lettsom was in the practice of giving audience 
at his o-wn houshto |latients, seldom a weelc passed, during the 
space of many years, without the attendance of Cpoh^ 
the cliarac^p;hf the rest of the patients, who usually applied 
for advice, but in that of a pauper. After many years, long 
availing himself of tho doctor’s liberal disposition in thus ob¬ 
taining advice gratuitously, and scarcely ever gding away from 
him without requesting a draught of the doctor’s excellent 
table-beer, after ■ his fatigue of coming from Pentonville,” he 


opened his heait one day, and presented the butler with the 
sura of a shilling / On these occasions of procuring medical 
advice he was often intrusive and troublesome, by attempting 
to force his way to an immediate access to the doctor, in prece¬ 
dence of others who had been longer waiting, and who, of 
course, had a right to admittance in successipiL The butler 


once intoafering to pifevent this intrusion, '•^pol^e, with no little 
heat of temper, upbraided liim with-hif J^gTi^ude; “Wliy, 
you ungrateful rogue! did not I give^^M'shilling?” Tho 
servant very coolly answered, “Yes, sir^f^S^^brif about nine 
months ago you did give me a shillinMiftli!^® 


again,” presenting it to him. Cooke, i^| M^ j^.hloomiD,g more 
placid, pocketed the shilling, obserring‘]^^piifcou3d.bo bf use 
in buying something for him in bdi , 

In order he" told X)r. 

Lettsom that he would make ki \i|y^^^rona1;ion to any public 
charity which he should the doctor had 

taken pains to explain to Idm-the ohj[ec^.i|fdifl^^ charitable 
institutions, hefi^d upon ^“Humane:^ 0 ciety, for ,the re¬ 
covery of the apparently dead,” intimati*(g at the sAme .time" 


the amplitude of 'his fortmie, and; confirm^ it hy bringing a 
will in his pocket, which 'he submitted to the doctor’s mspec» 
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tinn. About tbroo montlis before liis dcceabc he confidentially 
as&nred Dr. Lettsojn that, besides the ample provision he had 
made for his numerous relations, friends, and his two maid 
servants, and more ample "bequests to-alms-housos, he was 
in possession of a surplus of forty tfimsavd pcnmls unappro¬ 
priated, and desired the doctor to specify such hos 2 )itals and 
dispensaries as he deemed most in want of funds for their sup¬ 
port, with on aocursfte account of the state of their finances, 
that his forty thousand pounds might he appropriated in jiro- 
portioh to their wants and general utility. The doctor imme¬ 
diately set about procuring the necessary information, which, 
after having obtained with no small pains and trouble, he sent 
to Cooke; but‘these objects of his profound munificence were 
tiiever noticed in the real will; and the disappointment could 
not but be felt by many of the friends of those public charities 
to which liis attention had been recommended, whose expecta¬ 
tions were raised by fallacious promises, never intended to bo 
realised. Of all the institutions which the doctor had pointed 
out to liim as deserving his support, the Humane Society alone 
was remembered; but the ample donation of live hundred 
pounds set down in the will that he showed to Dr. Lettsora 
turned out to bo, in his last will, a paltry bequest of fifty 
pounds; and tO the doctor himself, for the many years’ i)laguo 
and trouble he him, he left a plain gold ring! 

Although CookOi^llliS.jso very desirous of obtaining gratuitous 
advice and choap'|0^^o SEor Idmsolf, ho wctold not allow cither 
of his females tjp(i,;W^ck or ailing, or any medical or surgical 
relief to be when required His housekeeper, 

Mrs. Strudwick, very bad ulcer on her leg, which dis¬ 

abled her from WahkffiWjntoed to^ask.lhe advice of a medical 
friend. XJnforfetmsi^^K?!^ *hi'ithe presence of her master, 
who swore matter with her but lassiness, 

and would not to be looked at. As the 

woman Was in the |je|!rt)leman Was obliged to make 

his visits early in tnemomihg, befpre Copke’s time of rising; 
or else in those hours When it. was known that the old gentle¬ 
man was gone to the ‘Bank to buy-in stock. 
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After ilie (leatli of Mr. Ramsbottom, of Go&woll House, tlie 
gentleman ■whom Coolce used to employ in tho constant altei a- 
tious of his wills (and to make a new one -vvlien he wanted to 
gain some particular point), the task was transferred to Mr. 
Jackson, of Bridgetrater Square, whom Cooke had named one 
of his executors. To this gentleman ho was an incessant tor¬ 
ment; hut, even from him ho took great care to keep one clause 
in his nal will a secret, wherein ho left Mr. Jackson only ons 
hundred'pounds, while each of his other executors were to have 
tivo.' Mr. Jackson, however, by accident, got sight of this 
clause, and on his inquiring of Cooke the reason of tins dilh'- 
renco, tho old man gave him the follo^ving answer: “Why, sii, 
you are somo years older than any of my other executors; 
tlieiefore it is probable that you wiU die before them; now, sir, 
it would bo very wrong that they, who woidd havo to do the' 
■whole of the work after you were dead, should not hav(' more 
than you, and therefore you must ho content with one hundi i>(l 
poun ds.” “ If that be your opinion,” said Mr. Jackson, “stj ike 
my name out of your will entirely, fori will have notliing more 
to ilo with you.” Cooke having thus lost this gentleman as his 
executor, after making inquiry for a fit person to plac(‘ in hi, 
room, substituted the name of Mr. William Day, of Grace- 
church Street, in the next codicil. 

Mr. Cooke was not altogether unmindful of liis religious 
duties. Until ■within a very few years of 'his death he m as a 
constant attendant at Divine Service on Sundays, anil seldom 
mihsod attending thb Sacrament. Some short time hefores hn 
death, one of his executors observed to him that ho ha<l omit¬ 
ted to remember his two servants in his will; the one who had 
faithfully served him as his housekeepqip and iiurse for upwards 
of ten years; the other, who used him about the sireel s, 

particularly to the Exchm|^S|^i|E^‘'*§p'*reg4e himself, and who 
was also a good nurse to hiln. t|ie time she lived ■with 

him ; but Cooke answered* *‘^t.thi^, ^ pftid their wages to 
the day of my deaih—^nnlhing IaOre,’^ On the gentleman’s re¬ 
monstrating on the veiy great injustice it ■would he not to lea’i’e 
them something, all he could obtain yvas twenty-five pounds for 
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one, and ten pounds for tlie other and ('-veu from that twenly- 
fivo, after liis friend had loft the room, he took the will and 
struck out the word Jim f 

In 1811, he took to his bed, and he sent for several medical 
men in the hope of obtaining some relief, but all hnew him so 
well that not one would attend, except Mr. Aldridge, who re¬ 
sided in White Lion Street. Cooke permitted this gentleman to 
send some medicine. On his last visit the old man very 
eai'iiestly entreated him to say candidly, how long he thought 
he might live. Mr. Aldridge answered, tliat lie might last six 
days. Cooke, collecting as much of his exhausted strength as 
he could, raised liimself in bed, and darting a look of the 
keenest indignation at the surgeon, exclaimed, “ And are you 
not a dishonest 'man ? a rogue! a robb^^ to serve me so ?”— 
“How, sir?” asked Mr. Aldridge, with surprise. “ Why, sir, 
you are no better than a pickpocket, to rob me of my gold, l)y 
sending two draughts a-day to a man that all’ your physic will 
not keep alive above six days ! Get out of my house, and 
ncv(ir conio near me again.” Durihg the last days of his 
existence he was extremely weak, and employed his few re¬ 
maining hours in arranging matters with his executors. Ho 
died August 26, 1811. The funeral which his cixecutors gav(i 
him was probably more decent than the old gentleman intended 
it to have been. 

Thus lived, and tims died, unpitied and unlamontod, in tlio 
86th year of his age, and possessed of a property of one hundred 
and iwenitj-sevm ihousaiid iteo hundred and Jive jwunds three-jier 
cent, consolidated Bavdc Annuities^ a man, whose life was 
chequered with eis fei'w'gdod actions as ever fell to the shai’e of 
any person that has lived to so advtaiced an age. 











Eve Fleigen, 

IF/io lived on the smell of Flowers. 


T7 VE FLEIGEN, or Vliegen, was a native of the Duchy of 
Clevc, in Germany^ She is said to have lived long njxni 
no other noijrishnient than the smell of flowers. Under one 
of the extant portraits of her are the following lines :— 

“ ’Twas I that pray’d I never might eat more, 

’Cause my step-mother grutched me ray food; 

Whether on flowers I fed, as I had store, 

Or bn a dew that every morning stood 

Like honey on my lips, full seventeen year. 

This is a truth, if you the truth will hear.” 

Eve Fleigen. would have been just the wife for a noble poet 
of the i)rcscnt century, who hated to see women eat. 

This story may keep company with Pliny’s relation of the 
Astomi, a people in East India, who have no mouths, and are 
supported by the smell of roots, flowers, and wild apples) and 
with that of the Chinese virgins, who are said to conceive by 
smelling at a rose. ' . ^ 

Yet tho legend has a fine poetical sentiment underlying it. 
Has there not for all of us been a time when onjc heart was so 
full of the spring that— - ■ 

“ It seem’d awhile that bounteous HeavmJ 
Nought else for man’s support had giT[bu - 
But sky, and trees^ tuad JlowereF 
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Mary Anne Talbot, 

'Thi I-'emaU Sailor. 

'^IlE aJvonturos of this most extraordinary woman, wlio 
was bettor known by the name’of John Taylor, will not 
fciil to recall to the mind of the reader the welbknown ballad 
of Billy Tajdor, whose gentle, but heroic, fait one followed liiin 
to sea; where— 

“ She all bedaub’d her hands and face, sir,' 

With their nasty pitch and tar.” 

AVo must premise, howevt'r, that in the nan*aiivc which 
are about to present, we Lave nothing of originality to oiiVr ; 
iK substance being taken from a far more extended account of 
Alary Anne Talbot, said to be written by herself. 

According to the account hero mentioned, she w'as the 
youngest of sixteen natural children, w'hom her mother, wdio 
died in child-birtli of twins, had by the late Earl of Talbot. Of 
luT mother’s name, or family, nothing is known. She is und('i- 
.stood to have been born in London, on the 2iid of Februaiy, 
1778, in the hWiBei, since occupied in part by Mr. Gosling, tlu* 
banker, in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. This information she d(‘ri\ed 
from an eljier sister. For the first five yeans of her hie, slu* 
was kept ^ nuwe, at a little village about twelve miles from 
ShrowsbmJy. She was then removed by the orders, as sin* 
supposes, of som® friends of Lord Talbot’s (that nobleman being 
then dead) to Mrs. Tapley’s boarding-school, in Forcgat(* 
Street, Chestea! i where she was educated, during the period of 
nine years, e^e of her only surviving sister, already ^ 

allud^ to, who was the wife ofia Mr. Wilson, of Trevalyn, in 
Denbighsliire.' Mary regarded this sister as her parent, 
till she was about nine 0 I 4 5 when the latter one day 
informed her of the contrary, and showed her a miniature of 
her deceased mother. This portrait made such an iinprc.ssion 
on her mind, that its features were never erased from her 
memory. 
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All s. Wilson, her sister, informed her, that, prcvioiihly to lu r 
mairiage, she was kno^v^l as the Hon. Miss Dyer, the name* of 
the family in which she had been brought up, and possessed a 
foitimc of thirty thousand pounds, besides an income of fifteen 
hundred pounds a year. Mary Anno did not long enjoy the 
jirotection of her sifter, who, unfortunately, died in child-birMi, 
m the prime of life. AVithin tliree months after her decease, 
a Air. Sucker, of Newport, in Shropshire, assumed the authority 
of a guardian over Mary Anne, took her from school, and 
pheed her in his own family, where he treated her with gn^at 
sc\ erily, and insi>ircd her with an absolute dread of his person. 
This she afterwards construed into a premeditated plan, that 
siie might throw herself in the way of some person who would 
t.ilce her off his hands. AVe are at a loss to conjecture Ihe 
motive for this conduct; hub ccitainly it must have been a bad 
one. In a short time, Air. Sucker introduced her to a Captain 
Essc'x Bow'cn, of the 82nd rcguneiit of foot; whom he directed 
h( r to consider as her future guardian, appointed to .superintend 
li( r ((lucation abroad. This gentleman, who professed an 
inviolable attachment to her family, escorted her to Loudon, 
e.aly in iht' year 1792. A youthful mind, like hers, was 
naturally delighted with the prospect of such a journey, and 
of ariiving at such a motrojiolih. Captain Bowen ton- 
vt'yed her to the Salopian Coffee-house, Charing Cross, to 
the landlady of which he introduced her nel his charge. 
He WMS not long before he effected the sodu'ctfpn of this ini an 
tine unfortunate; after whi<^ he threw off the mask of tender¬ 
ness, and evinced manpera of the most ruflSan stpmp. AVithout 
a friend to consult, or j&rom whom to see^|%hef> it cannot bo 
thought surprising that she ahotdd becom# the^'pi^ve instru¬ 
ment of his will 'f * ^ 

In consequence of an order/^r^m, hi» ^ghnent, this son of 
Alars now found himSelf oompetted tp embSwk for St. Domingo ; 
but, determined on taking Vith him his protegee, he com¬ 

pelled her to assume the attire of a foot-boy, lomarkiiig, that 
her figure' was well adapted to such an ofiici'. Aware of *his 
peieinptoiy disposition, in a paroxysm of frenzy and dcs 2 )aii. 
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fthc yieklcd to t}io base proposal, aiid assumed the name of 
John Taylor. Slie accordingly sailed from Falmouth, for the 
West Indies, in the CroAvn trans])ort, Captain Bishop, on the 
20th of March, 17&2. iSlever, from the time that she went oti 
board, did Captain BoWen suffer her to eat with him, but com¬ 
pelled her to live and mess with th^ ship's company. During 
their passage out, they suffered great 4i^rc6S of weather; tlio 
pumps were k<*pt constantly at work \ thesir guns, water, and 
part of their provisions, were obliged to be thrown’ overboard , 
the crew were on the short allowance of a biscuit per day each , 
for eight days they were wholly without water, excepting what 
they caught in their watch-coats, &c., froln the heavens; hut 
though poor Mary Anne jjarticipatod in all these hardships, she 
cautiously concealed hci sex ! Her health bec$me visibly im 
paired; but after her aiiival at Port-au-Prinoc, she soon re¬ 
covered. 

Her stay^ however, at St. Domingo, was but shoit, Captain 
Bowen's regiment being immniediatoly remanded to Euiope, to 
jf)in the troops on the continent, under the command of the 
Duke of York. Under the tlireat of sending her up the 
country, and dispodng of her as a slave, herpr^J^er/or now com¬ 
pelled her to enroll herself in the regiment, as a drummer; in 
which capacity re-embarked and accompanied him to the 
coast of Previously to her anival at hcad-(piartoj’S, 

she was jutnderstand that she Bjust ^be the drudge and 

foot-boy 0 ^ Bowen, as before, whenever the perform¬ 

ance of koV as a drummer, would permit. Her feelings 
were dreadfilBy gaiUed j but no c^xming yet presented itself for 
relief. , 

Subjected to terrors, a^d hardships of a 

campaign i ItOgtJenfc sklunishes which 

took place, drum, to drown 

the hOart-piei^ing of the WOtti|4j^&3l0id of the dying, whilst 
lier comradoib’wore falling around her, the feeling mind may 
picture her sufferings, hut np pen can adequately describe them. 
Towards the end of the siege of Valenciennes, on the very day 
that the Hon. Mr. Tolamache was killed, this''unfortunate 
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woman received two wounds : one from a musket ball, whicli, 
glancing between bor breast and collar-bone, struck ber lib ; the 
other, on the smfdl of her back, from an accidentid stroke of an 
Austiiau trooper’s broad-sword. From tbo diead of her sex 
being discovered, she carefully cotloealed her wounds, tbo cure 
of which she at length etfootjod by the assistance of a little 
basilicon, lint and Putcb 

lu tbe attack upnn*'feieHown, her tyrant was killed; but, 
notwithstanding the totality ivith which ho had treated hoi, 
she could scarcely suppress the sudden emofioii which she 
exiieiienced on the intelligence, or check the tear which staited 
for his fate. Bho/i however, searched for, and found his body; 
l)y Avhich means $bo obtained the lay of his desk, where she 
found several letters relating to herself. Tliey wore part of a 
coriespondouco between Captain l>o>ven and Mr. Sucker. 
These sho carefully preserved by sewing tliem up under the 
shouldei-stiaps of her shiit. 

Though relieved from her cruel oppressor, Mary Anne’s situ¬ 
ation was yet truly distressing. She was in a strange country, 
without a friend, labouiing under cxcruciatopi^ pain, and her 
wounds so situated, that she could not reveal them without 
di'^eovering her sex. In tliis dilemma, she determined to quit 
the icgimi nt, and endeavour to return to i to which 

resolution she was prompted, in part, by hp^pi^i^oovered, 
from Mr. Sucker’s letters to Caiitaui Uowen^ had been 

grossly imposed on, in pocuniary concerns, j^Ving been 
remitted fur her wliich film never had receiiti^j^ accord¬ 
ingly threw off her drummer’s dress, assumed jSjit oif a sailor- 
hoy, which she W reserv^ and at length«|^ a circuitous 
route, avoiding towns, pla(|ftj^.|j^jfeached Luxem¬ 
bourg, lliat town French, she 

was not permitted to necessity, s]i(> 

here engaged w^tji lugger, which 

<3lie took for a trader; buiWn to be A ;^vateer. This 
was in September, 1703. Sho was here subjected to the 
severest drudgery of the vessel, 'the Frenchman ciui&ed 
about for four months, but without success, till at last he fell in 
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witli the British flSct, thfen in the Channel, under the command 
of Lord How©f "Mary Anne, with a spirit of patriotism which 
does her great credit, obstinately persisted in refusing to fight 
against her conntryjaeti, ihongh severely beaten by the French 
captain. After a sli^t yewstahce the,lugger yielded; and Lo 
Sage (the captain) and his ersw were carried on board the 
Queen Charlotte, to be examine^lySord ilowe. Being ques¬ 
tioned by his lordship, she stated, that being withotit friends 
in England, she had accompanied a gentleman to the continent 
in the eaplEkoity of a footboy. On the deat^ 'of her master, 
she had, in the ntanost <li&tress, reached Lhftembourg, under 
the hope of obtaining a passage home; ][hlt finding that impos¬ 
sible, she hnd been forced to enter into tie @^'6 vessel, having 
experienced, from the inliahitants of the pli|ne, no attention to 
lier disfepess; ehiefiy, as she supposed, ftoin being English. 
Her determination, she added, from the moment that sho 
engaged “With the Frenchman, was to desert on the first oppor- 
tunity that appeared favourable to her design of getting to 
England j but, had she known that Lo Sage’s intentions had 


been hostile t^'^wds her countiymen, she would rather h<iv(‘ 
perished thaa.ottt^ted his ship. 

Fortunateib«' ohr heroine, his lordship's inquiries wore not 


too mimstn; ^ obtained a fevonrable d^&missal, and was aftc'i*- 
wards board the Brs^aswidk, commanded by the 

l<ite to whose saeamty fit monument has since 

been ere^ jj^l ^estig^ster Abbey/^ Her post in tho Bruns- 
>vickw^)|EW'poVder-moidkfey Oa^th^ quarter-deck. She 
had board befoxn’ iher deonlmess and general 

monneibl* the notice ^ ^ptaLn Haryey, who ques¬ 
tioned wl^^tbhr she had not 

cland0|>t^i^^jpl}^ ^jifd|Sj^ ^ Finding, by her 

answers,'appeared, Cap¬ 
proffered Ific reSaH^ to him such 

of her adv^^l^ ^ Ithtt oonoealment of 

her sex: he seined ifiuch cohered, hnd appointed her to 
serve as principal cahm^hop, ' 
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darkness. Mary Anne experienced this sensation in a very 
painful degree, particularly as she was altogether in a very 
weak state, and as the suirounding country exhibited a chalky 
appearance. The reflection of light from a white surface is far 
more powerful than from a superficies of any colour whatsoever, 
a circumstance to which, in a great measure, may bo ascribed 
that dreadful disorder the ophthalmia. The sun’s rays arc re¬ 
flected with accumulated brilliancy and heat from the white 
and burning sands of Egypt. 

Mary Anne intended to return immediately to England, but 
chance gave her adventures another direction. Whilst passing 
through Church Street she overheard a gentleman inquiring 
for a lad who might be willing to go to America in the capa¬ 
city of ship’s steward, and immediately tendered her service.s. 
TJie person proved to be a Captain Field, of the Ariel, an 
American merchantman. A bargain was struck, and it was 
agreed that she should have fifty pounds, besides what she could 
make, for the passage from Dunkirk to New York, and thence 
to England, part’ of the money to be advanced to fit her out. 
She accordingly sailed for New York, .in August, 179G. 
Whilst in America she rerided chiefly on shore with Captain 
Field’s family at Rhode Island. Whether the American fair 
ones have any peculiarity of tasto in their love affairs wo know 
not; but Mary Anne, who seems to have favourite 

with all the fainily, actually made a oonqu^^^:^e Captain’s 
niece! Npr was this,ah’attachment to l^J^i^t^yyhroken off. 
The young lady—the Am^km young ho far as to 

propose marriage,; and,' to thejlast hou]^;(^,^h^-^ resi¬ 
dence at Rhode Wandi did.fl^'^d^atiiKali^.^d^ to ac¬ 
complish her '3 

was under tfie hece^&iby i 
tress, for which she sat of on American 

officer, and paid the .sgm-of 

Mary Anne had. not proceeded more than tWo miles from 
Rhode Island toWao^ the ship, to s^ for England, when she 
was overtaken by a servant, informing Captain Field and Her¬ 
self tliat her inmrmi'aia was in strongfits. Humanity, of course, 

n 


Anno 

pbitrait to her mis- 
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compelled their return, a^d they found the young lady in the 
state described. Witk groat difficulty she was recovered ; and 
our heroine, who certainly supported the male character witli 
considerable address, soothed her with the promise of speedily 
returning from England, and then took her final departure, 
leaving the love-sick fair “ to sigh alone, and think on what 
was past.” 

After a favourable passage the Ariel arrived in the Thames, 
in the month of November, 17‘JG. Captain Field intended to 
remain in England no loTig(‘r than was necessary to discharge 
his cargo and obtain a fresh one; and as he had behaved Avith 
great kindness towards Maiy Anno, she determined to proceed 
Avith him on a trading voyage up the Mediterranean. Anollu-r 
mduceuient to this determination Avas, that he had frequently 
intimated his intention (tf retiring, and of resigning the com¬ 
mand of the ship to her in 1 he courhe of another voyage or tAv o. 

A fre.sh adventure now presented itself, which afibrded addi* 
tional proof that Mary Anne was by no means doficiciiL in 
courage. Captain Field having engaged a couple of fK'^li 
hands, hi^ Steward took their descriptions, d"c., in the cabin, 
whilst some I 00 S 9 cash and l)ank noU*s w^erc lying on the desk. 
The money did not escape notice. In the middle t)f the night 
a crash waa at the upper cabin door, as though iL had 
heeu foroed^y^l'iAJlwnied at the instant, our heroine sought for 
the tinder-toptbad of which herjands alighted on a brace 
of pistols ; they wore not loaded. A more auo- 

lent attempt wn$ npw made at the inner door, when, recollect¬ 
ing the sltnation^pf « eword, ahe seized it, and at the instant 
when the door by »tbWi' ahe made a thrust. 

Neitlier groan nop intruder retired in 

.silence. From tbe^ rfbund in drawing the 

SAvord back, it inust have 

Avounded deo|dy. • Hald^ sbe obtained 

a light, made the doer and eat up till morning. One of 
the iioAvr hands Avas then found to be in bod, being unwell, as 
he .said, from an accident which he had met with, the evening 
before, in getting into his berth. When Captain Field came on 



THE female EAILOn, 


259 

boaul, the man was examined, and was found to have recened 
piicli a wound in the thigh as suflicjcntly revealed the nature of 
accident. Being in a dangerous state, he^was sent to J^t. 
Thomas’s Hospital; and, as the ship sailed before lie was cur<'d, 
ho escaped prosecution. 

Some days after this she went on sliore accompanied by the 
male, both of them in sailors’ clothes, for the sake of amuse, 
ment. Just ns they were about to land at St. Catherine’s 
Stairs, they Wore assailed by a 2 >ress-gang; and, as Mary Anne 
V as somewhat obstrejiorous, she u as tumbled out of the boat, 
and received a wound on the head from a cutlass. They were 
afterwards taken on board the teiulcr, whence the mate, having 
his i)rotoction in his pocket, soon o])taincd his liberation. Onr 
h('r(jiue was less fortunate : she had left hers in the shij); and, 
a.! the mate was violently attached to Captain Field's niece, he 
in formed the regulating officer that his companion was an 
ICnglishman; thus thinking to rid himself of a dangerous rival, 
Maiy Anne received her liberty only by the disclosure of her 
sex. After this event, she sent for her friend Captain Field, to 
whom also she imparted her secret. Ho was an?dous for her 
to conuime her disguise and return with him to Allnerica, hut 
tliat she declined. 

AVe have now arrived at what may be 
epoch in the life of ouv heroine. From the panitiji^L-hore alludi'd 
to, her adventures were oonfined to wc may, 

])eihaps, find it expedient to relate the remSotidef pf thoui with, 
inoie brevity than we have hitherto adopted.'’ 

Finding herself at leisure, after h^ diaoh^e ftom the ten- 
(l('r, she made mun^us apliJica/^Ons .tp.th© Kavy Pay-ofiice, 
Somerset House, for on board the 

Brunswick and the repeated dis¬ 
appointments, jbior iendiS® «pl»4what indecorous, 

and she was oonveyed^lB^’^Ptya^t. , TherSt she underwent a 
long examination, hUt was at length dismissed: and several 
gentlemen, cornmlsejfaiing hmr sufferings, entered into a sub- 
sorii)tion, from which she received twelve shillings a-wcek, till 
she got her money from the Navy-office, in the name of John 

17—2 
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Tajdor. By the .recommendation of some of the gontlemcn 
who thus interested themselves inherhehalf, she was placed in 
a lodging, the keeper of which was strictly enjoined to break 
her, if possible, of her masculine habit. This, however, would 
liavo been a task not easily to be accomplished, as will be evi¬ 
dent from the following facts. 

"Wliilst living on the money which she received as wages 
from the American captain, she used to frequeut the theatres, 
and certain well-known houses in the neighbourhood of Covent 
Garden, where she was soon known as a hm empagmv. Thus 
she became acquainted witli Haines, the notorious highwayman, 
who at a subsequent period atoned for his Crimes by swinging 
in chains upon Hounslow Heath. Ignorant of his profession, 
she one evening, in a fit of low spirits, mentioned the shortness 
of lier cash, when Haines, clapping her on the shoulder, ex¬ 
claimed, “ Damn it, my fine fellow, Til put you up to the he>t 
way in the world to gt't the supply you stand in need of.” 
Leaving the house together, he proposed an excursion iqwn ihc 
1 oml, and actually furnished her with money to equip herself on 
the occasion, her sailor’s habit not b(‘ing thought acla])ted to 
th e purpose. She accordingly bought a pjvir of buckskin breeches 
and boots, and ajiet Haines, with six others, at a place ai)poinLcd 
on the following evening. There elie also received a brace of 
Ijistols ; but, ,when eveiything was ready for tbeir departure, 
thoughts of dahger, dishonour, &c., flashed across her mind, 
and she prudentljy d.eclined the enterprise. 

This adventurd inspired her with serious ideas of seeking 
employment, andjefl to apply to Mi*. Loyer, the jewel¬ 
ler, whom we have already mentioned. She remained with 
him some time; but,'‘nQt lei^vh^g equal to what she 
thought herself entitl^ to,^slw,^ Ms employ.' Whilst with 
him, however, she hacaiiafe a lodge of Odd-Fellows, 

at the Harlequin, in Driwy Lane^ and was probably the only 
female belonging to that society. At lihe time of admission, 
her sex, of course, was unknown. 

Mai’y Anno did not continue long in the lodging which had 
been provided for her. She considered her landlady as un- 
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grateful for representing her as unbecomingly inclined to mas¬ 
culine ])ropcnsities, such as smoking, drinking (d' grog, Ac., 
though she protested that she never took any of the latter with¬ 
out inviting the ingrate to participate, and that th(' latter was 
never baclovard in taking a good allowance. 

In the month of February, 171)7, the grapo-shot, which had 
remained in her l6g from June, 1791, woiked out of itsell*. 
This she attributed to her too free use of sjurituous licpiois. 
Her leg being in a vciy bad state, slie o})lained admission into 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Avhenee, after having several pic'ces 
of shattered bone extracted, sli<‘ Avas discharged. The aire, 
liowevc'i*, was not coin])h“te : sh(‘ Avas aftrTwaiAls in dilleieut 
hospitals, and under the can' of sc'veral medical men, hut Aulh- 
ont receiving pormainnit relief. 

The subject of this sketch had at one time acquired so much 
notoriety, that a female mendicant adventurer, of five feet ten 
inelies high, attempted to pass herself ofl> in a liglit horseman’s 
(lies'-, as the John TaAhu* aaIio hud fought in the i’uinswick. 
Suspeited of being an impostor, she was taken before Justice 
Hoik I, at Boav Street. Mary Anno Avas then in tluv Mi(hlles(>x 
]Io,s])i1al, hut, on hoiiig sent for, attended to confront lu'r 
(loulile. A\'hen the real Eimm Pure, appeared, the woman soon 
coidessed the imposition, and was sent to the House of CVir- 
rection. • 1 

On returning from this business, Mary had an acci- 
di'iital rencontre with a hairdre.ssor, who/ mistaking her for 
another person, to whom he owed a giTz^ge, feiaocked her down, 
cut her head, and materta3][y hurt hetr'wwhded leg by kicking 
Ik V. For this unmanly aot^for Maty Aamo'was then in female 
attire —Ic frisewr was triad, thodie^d quarter sessions, and 
sentenced to pay t^ pouiijldBf''a8 a BQ^hjgensation fot the injury 
iniiicted. ' • ' 

In 1799 Mary Anne avas a secopd tame an inmate of the 
Middlesex Hospital, Ai^honce she escaped Avithout tluj loss of a 
liinh, by a very remarkable circumfdance. Previously to. her 
going in she had taken the charge of a little motluuless hoy 
about three years old. The child, during her confinement in 
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llie hospital, was under the care of two younp; ladies. Ujifor- 
tunately they took the infant to dine with them, on hoai d of a 
West Indiaman in the river, and, through want of attouliou, 
lie fell over and was drowned; at least, so the case was repre¬ 
sented. At the moment when Mary A-nno received this di v 
tressing intelligence her leg had.been i©rdered for amputation, 
and was in a state preparatory for that opetation. Fiantic at 
the loss, and regardless of the conscqtichccs to herself, she re¬ 
moved the screw bandage from her leg, and walked to Her¬ 
mitage Stairs, off whidi the child was understood to have been 
(IroAvne'd, without experiencing the slightest pain or impediment 
ill her progress. The body of the child, however, was 1 K'^ t r 
found; and Mary Anno liad some reason for thinking that, in¬ 
stead of having been drowned he had been carried ofi'. 

About a fortnight after this event her leg became as bad as 
cv(‘r, and she obtained admission into the Maiylehone liifirniai , 
where she obtained considerable relief. 

Amidst her sufferings Mary Anne had the consolation of en- 
joying«a pension of twenty pounds a year from Queen Charlotte ; 
and at different times she received handsome presents from 
several noble personages, amongst V'hom were the Duke and 
Duchess of York, the Duke of Norfolk, &c. Once, at Dm kir.'’ 
ham House, after hating petitioned the Duke of York, slu‘ had 
the honour Queen’s hand in private. 

It is now state that, in consequence of the T-eeom- 

mendation ofBond, Messrs. Winter and Hay, of Lrmg- 
acio, wrote setOraJHinea to Mr. Wilacto, of Tretfallyn, to pro¬ 
cure some partletii^, rdativo to the birth and expectations of 
Mary Anne, but mthont'*^weiviag any answer*' She therefore 
determined on a'|>i^reorial 4^phcn1?on to |Ir, ^Sucker. She ac¬ 
cordingly wfent to and proceeded thence 

to Mr. Sucker’s a return chaise. She 

declined mentioning h# but sent in word hy the servant 
fhal a lady wished to fipeak with him. This effort failing of 
success, she returned to Shrewsbury, procured an ensign's uni¬ 
form, hired a horse, rod® back to Mr. Sucker’s, and sent in a 
luessago that a gentleman, knowing the late Captain Duwen, 
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liatl soiiictliiug to communicate. She now obtained an audi¬ 
ence, and on inquiring of Mr. Sucker if he knew Miss Talbot, 
or could give any information concerning her, she received for 
answer that ho had known her well, and that she died abroad 
in 1793. He had letters, he said, in liis possession wdiich iii' 
formed him of that fact. By a certain tnark upon her forehead 
Mary Anne instantly proved the falsehood of his assertion, 
identified herself as Miss Talbot, drew her sword, and declared 
that he was'her prisoner, and should account to her for wdiat 
she supposed he had defrauded her of. He appeared surprised 
and confpunded, repeatedly exclaimed that he was a ruined 
man, and, trembling, abruptly left the room. 

Mary Anne now went to Shre-wsbury, intending to consult a 
lawyer on the business, but not meeting with one she returned 
to Mr. Sucker’s, with the intention, if possible, of getting some 
information respecting her family, &c. She learned however, 
that her d-dmant guardian had suddenly left his house; and iji 
less than three days after he was found dead in his bed, without 
having evinced any previous symptoms of illness, at a place a 
little distance beyond Newport. 

]\Iuch distressed at her disappointment, Mary Anne would 
]ia\ c jiroceeded to Mr. Wilson’s, at Trevallyn, but was incapa¬ 
citated for want of money; she tlierefore returned sj)iritless to 
Ijondon. 

At a loss for an eligible mode of emi^it> 3 ^'^t, .sho at oio 
time turned her, attention to theatricals, aMh^camh a membc]- 
of the Thespian Society, in Tottenham Court lEoad. At siu h 
theatrical semimries it is- customary for the embryo performers 
to assume such characters as happen to idt iheir fancy, rather 
than to confine themselves to such parts nature may have 
furnished them vdth the requi^s for. Anne, howevc^i-, 

ncitlior raved as feojiard' ndir.ji^^^ Romeo, but figur(,‘d 
.away as Juliet, Tlprauthe, Irett^ :Ad^e, ,^dy Helen, A,c., 
sometimes favouring tbc audjiwice with io%KOomedy, in such 
parts as Mrs. Scout'and Jack Hawser. liti the latter, it jiiay 
be presumed, she was quite au fait. This pursuit, however, 
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proved more pleasant than profitable, and Mary Anne \vas 
compelled to abandon it. 

This lady, in the course of her adventures, occasionally fell 
into very extraordinary scrapes. Once she was robbe<l of all 
her clothes by a soldier’s trull, who was afterwaj-ds trans¬ 
ported, and, but for charity, she would not have had an aiticlo 
to wear. Another time, by the malice of her landliidy’s sister, 
slio was suniraoncd before the commissioners of the Stanij) 
Office for wearing hair-powder without a licence. On this oc¬ 
casion she mittilif defended herself by stating that, though she 
had never woni powder as an article of dress, she had fr(‘- 
qnently used it in defence of her idiig and country. The con- 
se(]uence was, that a handsome collection was made for her in 
the ofiice. An order was one day left at her lodgings, jnir- 
porting to l)e signed by Colonel Fislior, who was represented to 
have interested himself greatly in her behalf, for nine guineas, 
on the lionso of Cox and Co., but on iininiiy it was tivated Ijy 
ColoiK'l Fisher as a forgtuy, by wliicli Mary Anne had nearly 
btxin involved in very unpleasant-circumsttiuces. 

Some time after this she was arrested at tie‘ suit of her land¬ 
lady ff)r upwards of eleven ])oiinds, and thrown into hiewgate, 
whence she was^liberattnl by the Society for the relief of ]»er- 
sons confined for small debts, the plaintiff consenting to take 
five ponndr-', though sIk! had i>reviously refused six guiiu'as, for 
her demand. Before the period of her emancipation, however, 
Mary Anne liad nearly been iimied out of Newgate. At one of 
the evening fmvivial mootings wliich are held in that abode 
of jollity and miseiy, having equipped herself in male attire, 
she officiated as president of the club; and after a re'rale of 
singing, smoking, and drinking, when the hour of separation 
arrived, she was conducted into the lobby as a stranger. A 
remonstrance, however, on her part set things to rights. 

She had not long quitted Newgate before she was plunged 
into fresh troubles. A p ^.rson had become indebted to her for 
washing, mending, &c., and for money lent, which slie had 
pledged her clothes to procure, to the ainouut of thirty-eight 
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lK)Uii(.l.s'. 8 I 10 Ix'liovecl liim to be a man of property, but lie 
did not pay lier, and slio was compelled to arrest bini. About 
tlie same time, being in great distress, lier trunk, containing all 
her letters and papers, with some ncedlc-work which she had in 
hand, was stopped for a week’s rent—a circumstance which 
enabltid h(;r debtor to enter a non jpros to lier action, from Ikt 
inability of producing her papers requisite to prove the debt. 
AVdiether she e\er renewed the process, or obtained tin! mom'y, 
we know not. She airestcd her landlord in an action of ti-oveu- 
for the jiroperty detained, but, owing to some error in the pro- 
cet.'dings, her suit for that time failed. 

On taking a survey of the numerous incidents in the life of 
tins female, it'will be admitted, that few have experienced a 
succession of such unusual adventures. That she was di'ficient 
in that firmness and rectitude of mind, which shield their ]) 0 s- 
sisssors from error, as w«dl as from crime, must avo think also 
be admitted. From her (uirly misfortune, she was ever an 
object of pity ; but, -whilst we commiserate her suilerings, and . 
extol her intrepidity, let us be careful of setting her u]i as an 
object of admirati<ni, or as a model for the youthful mind to 
('uiulale. She must be regarded rather as a beacon to warn 
Iroin danger, than as a friendly light to lead to safety. 


Renwiek Williams, 

Coimnonly called the Monster. 

'^IITS “man of dark imaginings,” commonly known by the 
name of the Monster, was the Son 'of an apothecai-y in 
Broad Street, Carnaby Market. He lived a few years with a Mr. 
Callini, as clerk; and then commenced the business of artificial 
flower maker. Ui.s unnatund and unaccountable propemsities in 
maliciously cutting and stabbing females, wherever he found 
them uni)rotccted, soon made him a teixor to the metropolis : his 
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Lcliavionr'^ns so revolting to tlip fe(‘]iiig.s, and canied uitli it 
f-ucli lu'llisli appetite and dreadful coiLsequein'es, Unit it is 
iin]josbil)lc to describe the hoiTor ho spread. Indeed it was 
propo.scd that i>ublic associations sliould be formed, in order the 
more effectually to apprehend him, and bring him to piini."!!- 
ineui. He carried on his diabolical purposes for nearly a yeai-, 
notwithstanding every exertion was made to detect him. On 
the oth of May, 1789, he stabbed Elizabeth Davis in the hip ; 
tluni he assaulted Miss Foster in the same manner, as shf' uu-> 
coming from tlie play. On January 18, 1790, he stabbed Mis.^ 
Ann Porte]*, as she was coming from the Queen’s Palace ; n])oii 
Avliich he was publicly advertised. lie was described as a dark 
looking man, five feet seven inches high, long no.se and face ; 
gimeially wearing a cocked hat; his hair dressed ; and hiis 
ajipearaiicc altogether gentceL It was supposed he had accom- 
l)lice.s, as from the many assaults that had been cruelly com¬ 
mitted, most people imagined it impossible one person coidd 
have inflicted them; but wo hope in charity ho had no accom- 
])lice ; that he was a chai’acter that stood alone and aloof from 
the rest of his species. 

At length, by the perseverance of Mr. Coltm-an (an acquaint- 
aiieo of Miss Porter’s), he was apprehended on Sunday, .Time Id, 
17'JO; and the next day was brought up for examination; 
v hen many females appeared to identify him. Some of tho.so 
vho liad been wounded could not swear to his person ; hut the 
tv o JMiss Porters, two Miss Baugharas, Miss Anne Frost, Miss 
Aniui West, and Elizabeth Davies, spoke positively as to hi-5 
])eiiig the perpetrator; whereupon he was committed to Nmv- 
gat(* to take his trial. So groat was the detestation in whieh 
lie was held, that it was with the greatest difficulty-the ])oli<.e 
olli( (U’ri could prevent him from falling a prey to the iiidigii.-iliou 
«ii the people. 

lie wa^ indicted under the Act of Gth Oco. XL .sec. 11, for 
felony ; ami it was a fortunate circumstance for him, that a 
lahr act of parliament relative to cutting and maiming was 
j)( t llu'n in fori'o ; for if it had been, the affair wotild most pro- 
lialily iia\e ended fatally for Williams. 
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Ili^^ tiial cnmiiicnced on Thursday, July 8, 1790, at tin; 
.Sessions House, Old Bailey. He was arraigned upon si'veu 
ijidictments for cutting and maiming several females. He was 
tried first on the indictment of Miss Porter ; who d('poscd, that 
on her coming through St. James’s Park, on the IStli of ,la.n- 
uaiy, 1790, she met Williams, who followed her till she arrivaal 
at her father’s house in St. James’s Street, when as she u as 
iisreiidlng the steps, shfii received a violent cut on the right 
hi]>; the blow was so great that she was stunned. This was 
corroborated by her sisters; and a Mr. Tomkins, surgeon, 
deposed, that the cut Miss Porter received, W'as nine oi- tmi 
iuclics long, and about three inches deep. 

The prisoner being called upon for his defence, beggi'd the 
indulgence of the court, in supplying the deficiency of liis 
uieniory upon what he wished to stab;, from a written pn]>er. 
J b; accordingly read as follows;— 


He stood an ohjoct ocpuilly demanding the attention and conijaas- 
sion of the couvt. I’liat, oonfeoious of his innocence, he was ready to 
adinil the justice of wliatever sulierings he had hitherto undergone 
arising from suspicion. He had the greatest confidence in tlie justice 
iiud liberality of an English jury, and hoped thoy would iwjt su/l'ci- 
liis fate to be decided by the popular prejudice raised against him. 
The hope of proving liis innocence had hitherto sustained him. 

“He ])rofessed himself the warm friend and admirer of that sex 
whose cause was now asserted : and concluded with solemnly declar¬ 
ing that the whole prosecution was founded on a dreadful mistake, 
wliich he had no douDt but that the evidence jftiVas about to call, 
would clear up, to the satisfaction of the court.’* 

Several witnesses came, who stated that'Williams u'as at 
■work the whole of the evening of the 18th of January; they 
also gave the prisoner the character of a quiet, harmless (jn-a- 
tiire. ’ ■ " 

Judge Buller then charged the jury, who immediately ?’e- 
tiu'ued a verdict of guilty. 

He, was next tried on two indictments for assaulting Kiizin- 
beih Davies and Elizabeth Baugliam, and found guilty. Ih; 
A\ a.s then sentenced to two yciirs’ imprisonment in Ish-vyate ibr 
the assault on Miiss Porter, two years for Elizabctli Da/ie.s, and 
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two years for Miss Jjaughaiii; and to find sureties, liiinsclf in 
£200 and two in £100 each. 

As we cannot find any furtlier notice of this man, we su])pose 
Ills s(!ntence ontircly eradicated those diabolical jiropcnsitios 
which so degraded the name of Itenwick Williams. What tinxo 
he i)iiid the debt of nature is therefore uncertain. 


Jenny Darney, 

A Characicr in Cnmhcrland. 

T HIS remarkably inoffensive poor woman was W('ll knf)wn 
in the southern part of the county of Cumberland. Slu^ 
was one of tlie many “singles” whom Fat(! decreed should ])ass 
her probationary life secluded from the “ Imsy huni of men.” 
We have not been able to learn any iiarticidars resju'cting h(‘r 
family, friends, or name; for when questioned on tliose sub¬ 
jects, she was very reserved. The country }»eo])l(! knew her l^y 
the name of Jnuvij Dwnwi, from the manner, it is pri'sunied, 
in which she used to mend her clothes. Her garb was (>ntire]y 
of ]i(’r own manufacture. She collected tlie small paiH.'cls ol* 
wool which lie about the fields in sheep forms, spun it on a 
rock and spindle of her own making; and as she could not 
find any other method of makiiig the yarn into clotli, she ns('d 
to knit it on wooden needles, and by that means procaired a 
warm comfortable dress. 

In the life-time of Mr, Charles Lutwidge, of Holm Ilook, 
she took possession of an old cottage, or rather a cow- 
ht)use, on his estate, in which she was suffered to contimio till 
licr death. Her intellect seemed at certain times greatly 
deranged • but her actions harmless, and Ina- language inoffen¬ 
sive. On that score, she was caressed by all the villagers, who 
supplied li('r with (’atables, Ac. ; for momy she utterly refused. 
She seemed a person of much shrewdness, and her understand- 
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ing Avas ahorc tlio common level: tins Avas improved liy a 
tolerable education. She clio.se the .spot Avhcro she live(l, to 
])ass tlic remainder other days unknown to licr IVieiid.s, and in 
a great mca.snro from a distaste of a Avicked world, Lfi “ prejiare 
herself,” as she often in her quiet hours said, “ for a hetler.” 
7\t the time of her death, she Avas nearly lOU year.s old. 

Jenny DarneyAvas another of the many proofs to AA’hat great 
age persons Avho live a retired find ahstcmioiis life, mostly 
attain. 


Samuel Terry, 

'I'/tc Eotiiny Ihxy Roihschild. 

A H it is to he apprehended that tlie di.sclo.s^r(^ of the iin- 
ni(‘iise rcalth Avhich an individual ontlaAved for his 
erimes has left hehind him might operate in a detrimental Avay 
ii])on the. lower classes of society, wo have gathered a f(‘W data 
of hi.s biography, Avhich Avill sIioav Avhat the man really Avas, 
and thus serve a.s an antidote against the dazzling effect n hich 
mere figures generally produce on the unthinking and profane. 
It is only in consideration of the utility, which Ave trust Ai iil 
result from our undertaking, that avo like to intiude upon the 
priA'atc life of an individual, Avhoso actions (the most taiigihle, 
ones at least) Avliihst in Ncav Soutli AValc.s AAmnld not huA'e 
otluTAvise made him an object of either public jiraise or ojien 
censure. For the .sake of giving a substantial ba.sis to llu^ fol¬ 
lowing lines, Ave Avill ju.st mention, that the i)ro})erty left hy 
the late. Air. Samuel Teiry, of Sydney, Kew South Wales, 
amounted to nearly a million sterling, 'and that ho berpieathod 
his Avife .£10,000 for life. 

Our liero Avas tramsj)orted to Ncav South Wale.s Avlnm^very 
young, and, a.s far as we know, for neitlier an atroeiou.s nor 
consequential crime, some .say for stealing geese. We do not 
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kiK^Av eitlu;r Avhen lie got marncd, and only remark, that lii;5 
Avife Avas'tlie Avidow of a man wlio had undergone the utmost 
penalty of the laAv. Under such circumstances it is easy to 
])orceiA’-c to what kind of exertions Samuel Terry would pro- 
lialily resort, as soon as he should obtain some indulgence, so 
]n'ofusely granted in those times—^he established a small sly 
grog and paAAmbroker’s shop. Spifits were then a guinea a 
bottle, and tobacco retailed for the 'weight of silver. To him 
resorted convict servants Avith some worn or questionable 
clothes, or other such property, which he again circulated 
amongst associates and friends— 

“ niggling with convicts for their dirty clothes.” 

It is ea.sy to be conceived how, in a sprouting-up. colony, en¬ 
livened by the liberal grants of the British Treasury, such a 
business was capable of being increased, and how it was really 
increased. But even with all this, aa'c must look deeper into 
Haiinuil Terry’s character, in order to explain, Iioav, even 
under the very favourable circumstances of those colonial tiuK's, 
lie could have laid the foundation of his subsequent largo foi- 
tune. Samuel Terry possessed qualities (a few of them uscl'ul 
ones) AAdiLch under adequate circumstances Avill ahvays produce 
a similar efieefc. He was of perfectly sober and frugal habits, 
ho Avas active and industrious j and his whole philosophy con- 
si.sted in having made up his mind never to give A’-alue Avith- 
out obtaining value for it, and, moreover, as much as onl}- to 
keep his nock out of the halter or his legs out of chains. It is 
said that, iiotAvithstanding, he Avas punished corporally in tlu5 
c olony, but Ave should not believe that this could have been 
ilie case, to any extent, as it would necessarily have marred 
bis incrc^aaing business. , However, Samuel Terry was cunning 
iiiongh, and not at all nice, to refuse any bargain Avhere no 
legal danger Avas to he apprehended. He loft several valuable 
;rcnmds Avhich he had-purchased for a bottle of .spirits; or he 
ulvauced spirits and tobacco, sued, or caused to bo sued, for 
the and bought the ground at the sale of the-slic^rilb 

'Whether (Samuel Terry ever foresaw to A^'hat value laud Avould 
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rise in the colony, or wliether it was accidental, and he. endea¬ 
voured to amass the only sort of property which was to he liad 
in his way,* suffice it to say, that as soon as this rise took place 
Samuel Terry was even on that score a rich man, and he must 
have found, to his great surprise, and at the same time, satis¬ 
faction, that those acres of his in and near Sydney, hitherto 
covered with filth and rubbish, were now worth as much as if 
they wete pasted all oyer with Bank notes. Samuel Terry en¬ 
tered subsequently into some shipping speculations,- but his 
cunning and caution were so great, his economical habits so 
unalterable, that we do not hear that he. ever sustained 
any considerable loss. It Avas at this time that beijig 
a.sked in some lawsuit, on his oath, how much he believed 
ho Avas AA'orth, he answered £90,000 sterling. When, or 
at Avhat time, Samuel Terry received his cmanci])ation or 
IVee pardon, is a matter of indifference, because, with such a 
ma.ss of wealth, ho could always obtain it, or disdain its pos- 

se.ssioji. 

ItAvas at an early period of bis career that ho associated 
Avitli the Freemasons, perhaps chiefly for the sake of having a 
riglit to be amongst some respectable men, lIoAVcwer, Ave :ire 
induced to believe that his inborn and studied niggardliue-^s 
forsook him in his relations with that fraternity, and we- lia\-e 
heard of some slight acts of chaiityhe then performed. But 
scarcely have wo uttered tliis encomium when we are obliged to 
mention a dark spot in hi6 life. In the extensive bii.siness lie 
was noAV engaged in'he was obliged to have large amounts of 
cash about him, and one Sunday morning his. “iron chest” 
(proverbial in Sydney) was robbed of some thousand sove¬ 
reigns. The deed was traced to a young j^onvict Avho lived in 
Terry’s service, and Avho, on account of Iris engaging figui-e and 
good behaviour, had been hitherto fayqurite of the family, 
some gold coin having been found concealed in his .s]ioc.s. He 
Avas capitally convicted. It is asserted that Samuel Terry ob¬ 
tained leave to visit him in the cell, Avhen, upder the ^ex- 

* In those times private soldiers—^na 3 % emancipated convicts, and 
even ticket-of-leave men—obtained grants of land. 
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plicit promise of obtaining his pardon, he induced the boy to 
disclose to him the si)ot in the garden where the money diad 
been planted. , We should believe that in these times a man of 
Samuel Terry’s affluence might have been able to obtain any¬ 
thing in New South Wales. At any rate, it is said that he 
had given his word—still the boy -was hung. The story runs 
that Terry was after\vards haunted by the sight of the executed, 
and in moments of anger his relations reproached him with 
the murder of the lad. A similar tragical event is re¬ 
lated, in which General B— was concerned. This gentleman 
somehow or other got on intimate terms with Samuel Terry, 
and the latter lent him on one occasion £800. Mr. B— be¬ 
came afterwards embarrassed, when Samuel Terry sold his 
valuable farm and got himself possessed of it, which, as it is 
said, (iontribntod at least to the subsequent mental aberration 
of that gentleman. And now, we ask any of our readers, even 
of tliat class we are more immediately addressing, whether 
til ere is any of them who would covet Samuel Terry’s riclies— 
riches, as it is already seen, tainted witli the death of a 
favourite servant, and,the madness of a friend 1 We are sure, 
none ! none I 

HoAvever, as even these are Anly, as it were, moral or etliic 
disadvantages, we are, as we before said, reluctantly compelled 
to show Samuel Terry in his domestic circumstances, and to 
investigate what cbmfort, enjoyment, and happiness, ever fell 
to his earthly lot. We will take up a period of about six years 
before his death, when Samuel Terry tras in possession of about 
i:r)b,0()0 sterling per annum, and in the very prime of life. 
He lived then in the same place he died in, via., a not small, 
hut unroomy, tasteful.'house in BittAnns, Sydney. He rode 
at times a clumSy old' chafget, ^and passed many hours of the 
diiy ill talking, but shif^feleeves. ; When he had a friend 
-with him, and Vvas obliged tb seiid for a bottle of .spirits to the 
jiarty, he always smelt the breath of the seiwant, for fear 
that he might have dnmk some. Mrs. Terry never kept a 
female sei-s'ant; she dressed in the most simple, nay, coarse 
niuiiucr, and was seen every Saturday on her knees scrubbing 
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out the wliole preinises. But as we have again mentioned this 
female, who seems to have exercised some influence over her 
liushand’s conduct, it. will not be out of the way to relate an 
anecdote of her, showing her niggardly, fearful, and naiTow 
mind. ■ ■ -f .' 

About the time iwei^fS|>©ak of a corta,in university-bred man 
arrived in Sydney, wh6 was, introduced to Samuel Terry by a 
gentleman of some, rank. ■ ^The •conversation turned, amongst 
other thing^ tipon a certain manufacturing plan which the 
former wshed to execute in Kew South Wales. It was hinted 
at that Samuel TOrry should take some interest in it, and 
j£500 or ^600 sterling mentioned as the sum required. Samued 
Terry had listened with some attention to tire proposal. When, 
however, the matter was again broached, a few evenings aftcr- 
wai’ds, Mrs. Terry addressed the company in the following 
strain ; “ Mr. Terry has no business to embark in speculations 
of M'hich he does not understand the nature. You may .say 
that the sum is only small, because Mr. Terry is a rich man; 
but there were richer people than we are who, after all, died in 
great misery and distre.ss.” Who is it that does not see iu 
llicse few words the pangs of a mind which, in the possession 
of a princely fortune, is still remembering painfully the priva¬ 
tions and the humbleness of its former life, and is continually 
haunted by the thought that, after all, misery and distre.ss. are 
still awaiting it ? Although Saaiuel Terry, in the latter year.s of 
his life, discounted yearly ^300,000 bills at 10 per cent., and as 
it is known that the rent^. of his houses at Sydney (of which he, 
possessed an entire stre^), the produ^ of his farms, &c., 
amounted to at la^t igGO.OOQ or '£70,000 per annum, he yet 
lived upon £500 or £600';ia y^ar,. at:^e utmost; and thus 
it will be seen that his wealth hut a dead encum¬ 

brance upon him. We would, in thiftiinstance, compare hhu 
with a steam-carriage, - of say two horses’ power, upon wliitli 
the apparatus of .steam-engmes of one hundr^ horses is .stow cm I: 
.still this dead burden does hot increase the power or the im¬ 
portance of the vehicle in the least; and thus wo should ..say 
that Samuel Terry, by all his anxiety of mind and uiggartlli- 

18 ^ 
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no.ss, never was a man but of £^00 or XOOO per annum ; and 
tlii.s sum certainly it is easy to realize by less degrading and 
ubjeet means than he had resorted to. 

But wo will now mention facts which will not onl}' oxejnpt 
^Samuel Terry from being an object of envy, but reduce him to 
that (jf a man to be truly pitied; and if the proverb saying, “End 
good, all good,” is correct, it certainly can in its most pointed 
contrast be applied to him. About four years before his death, 
this hitherto strong and healthy man was seized with a pai-alytic 
stroke, which at once deprived liim of the use of his right 
limbs. ^Vhat a mish)rtune for a man without mental resources, 
without inward consolation, without loving and sympathising 
friends ! As Samuel Terry could not exercise now any active 
influence ujkui the members of his family, he became with some 
of them air object of contempt and scorn, whilst in the mean- 
time all their vicious propensities became apparent. His son 
]iad married a handsome and well-bred emigrant, hut, being a 
drunken and brutal mau, he lived with lief on the rvorst terms 
possible, and, in one of his mad moments, broke open her lu.‘ad 
with an iron poker. Her relations appeared against him, and the 
magistrates committed him to take his trial. However, strange 
to say, ho was (in a case wlrich nearly threatened his lii'e) 
admitted to bail, and the whole affair was subsequently made up 
with money. Even. Samuel Terry himself was not Qxemiited 
from the bi utid frenzy of this imbecile son, and he abused and 
ihreatonod hiiu on many occasions. . Samuel Terry, for the re- 
mainder of his life, was unable to move without the aid of two 
men, and thus extended in his open carriage, pale and bloated, 
lie drove about the domain of Sydney a silent but impressive 
example for any one how illuaive and worthless at times wealth 
is, especially with a manlikh biin, and if obtained in a low and 
.ewen questionable way?y,;In theso drives he was generally ac¬ 
companied by one of his convict servants, because, notwitli- 
staudiiig riches are olnnipotetit in p^al colonies, even those of 
Samuel Tony could not influence respectable men to associate 
with him excej)t on business. A Mr. M., however (formerly a 
' Wesleyan niis-sionaiy), when once in his carriage, broaciied 
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i‘ Executedfor crmUy and murder. 


■p'LIZABETH BROWNRI(pi<^ was the wife of James Brown- 
^ rigg, a house paiuter* AiW her mamage she resided id 
Greenwich, where hta:,hOftlMii4 parried wi his business lor fi\(‘ 
years; from hence they caifiB to Mndon, and took a house in 
Fleur-^e-Luce Court, She was the mother oi* six¬ 

teen children, thi’oe <?£ whom survived her. In order ti> iissi>>t 
her husband, in irudhtaiiting 60 numorons a family, slie iindm- 
took the business of^ midwife, and was so well versed in the 
practice of her offiee^ that she executed it to the generaJ nppio- 
bation of the patk^ts that casub tinder her hands; and nt 
length became so well known for her skiH and tendeniess that 
the officers of the palish of St. DunStan’s in the West were 
induced to appoint her midwife to their workhouse, wherein 
she acquitted horself with judgment and Iiuumnhy ; and her 
business here lying among the pooiest sort of ubjt'cts, destitiiti' 
of every necessary but what such a miserable place aflForded, 
she was ove|i said to have relieved them by her chaiitahle 


benevolence. * 

But Mrs. Brownrigg, besides hOr general practice abroad, had 
fitted up conveniences in her own housO for the accoiniuodatioii 
of pregnant wOm^jn who wanted to lie-in privately. 

While she was thus carrying on the business of a midwife, 
she bethought herself of another way of getting money, whic h 
was by taking girls as apprentices from the parish workhouse*, it 
being tlie usual custom ih the parish of 1§t. Dunstan to give .■£.’) 
wdth every girl so apprenticed One of these unfortunate 
creatures she took from the workhouse of that parish, namely, 
Mary Mitclicll; also Mary Jones, from tlte Foundling no.s])ital; 
and Mary Clifford from the Precinct of Whitefriars. ' 

It ajipears that Mary Jones was the first poor girl upon 
.whom she inflicted her cruelties. Brownrigg, the husband, wjw 
summoned, at the instigation of the governors of the Foundling 
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Hospital, before the Charaberlaip of the City of London, ■where 
the matter was finally adjusted. The manner in which sIk' 
exorcised her heljish toi-tures on tliis poor girl is extiaordinaiy 
and horrible. ' 

Her mistress used to lay two chairs on the floor, in such a 
form that one supported the other; then she and her husband 
fastened ‘the giri upon the back of those phairs, sometimes 
naked; but if she h^ "OMj her inisttess pulled them 

over head, and had tired hefsB^f* 

Sometimes,'when tlie had bom washing any of the 
rooms or stairs; 'ikt mistress’' tak6n occasiofl to fliid fault 
with her work, and by^'Wajf’ (rf p'llnishment has snhtched liei’ up 
in her arms, and «pi^d h«^ OYj^^ head' arid ears in a pail of 
dirty waku* that 'Was Standing, by, repeating it sevdisal tii^Bs; 
and often threatened tOf di<iwn her in a tub of water, which bbo 
once ordered Mary Mitchell to fill for that pui:poBe. By wliich 
cruel usage the girl received several contusions in many parts 
of her body, particulatly in hpr neck and jshoulders, from the 
edge and bale of the pail. 

And, indeed, so great wore tlie sufibrings of this poor girl, 
and still under apprehensions of yet worse to home, that she 
robolved, on the firat ppportunity, to release herself fzom this 
terrible situation j which she effected in the follo'wing maniifT; 

Her bed, it seems, Was in a liolnundet a dresser, in t)ie banu' 
room where Bromiri^ and his wife lay, and facing the feet of 
their bed. Hero, as one Butflday mortiifl^ she lay ruminating 
on, and lamenting hCr miseralfle’condifc^lf smarting with the 
bruises she had aljj^y teceived^ and dreadfelg what she was 
yet likely to saflfe]^|hj? espipd t^y of thh outer dooi hang¬ 
ing on a nail a poSti, her qj'es towar<ls her 

master's bed^ ln^’;^!rceiYi^Hhby both fast asleep, sin* 
immediately hw Rothes, softly to the door, 

unlocked ^ ,adieu td|}|abinh^^ mansion. 

Maty OHffcwfd,, tiin third apjpfi^tice, a^ the chief oljeefc of 
her mistress’s It^eiiial rage, Was the daughter of John Clifford, 
a shoemaker in Wfiiteflriars. Her aunt, .i^ho had been in tlie 
country some time, copiing to London, called at BrowmigL-’s, 
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hut was refused admittance hy ^he husband, who even tlirca- 
tencd to carry her before the Lord Mayor if she came there to 
make further dikurbances. The aunt was therefore going 
nvay, when Mrs, Deacon, a baker's wife, at the adjoining 
house;, called her in, and informed her that she and her family 
had often }n;ard mbap.ings and groans issue from Brownrigg’s 
house, and that sho suspected-the apprentices were treated 
■w’itli unwarrantable severity: xShe, likewise promised to exert 
herself to asceita’in the truth: 

At this juncture Mr. Browi^xigg, going to Hamjistoad on 
latsinoss, bougld^ hog, which He seht home. The'hog was put 
into a covered yard, having a sky-light,.,which"it was thought 
necessary to remove, in order to ;^ve air to the animal. A;i 
soon as it was known that th6 sky-light was removed, Mrs. 
Deacon ordered her servant to watch, in order, if possible, 
to discovCi'the girls. Deacon’s, servant-maid, looking from a 
window, saw one of the girls stooping down, on which she 
called her mistress, and she desired the attendance of some of 
the neighbours, who, having been witnesses of the sbockiiig 
.s(!cnc, some men got upon the deads, iwad dropped bits of dirt, 
ill order to induce the girl to speak to them; but she seemed 
■wholly incapable. , Hereupon Mrs. Deacdn sent to tin; girl’.s 
ii)(»ther-in-law, who immediately called on Mr. Gnmdy, one of 
the overseers of St. Dunstan’s; and represented the case. j\lr. 
( Irundy and the rest of the'overseers, with the women, wumt 
and demanded a sight of, Mary Clifford but Brownrigg, "who 
had nick-named her JTan, told them that hp knew no such per¬ 
son ; but if they wanted to see’J^y (meaning'Mary Mitchell), 
they might; and accordingly produced hejrf-.dXTpon this, Mi'. 
Deacon’s servant, declared that Maty Mitc|ml|.t^ n6t the girl 
they wanted. Mr. Grundy now l^t for a to search 

the house,but no discovnryw-astliefimade,c)ti'amiehMr. Brown¬ 
rigg threatened them with a^prosecutidhr. Mt Mri Grundy, 
with the sjiirit that became the’cfecer of a pwish, toolc Mary 
iMitcholl wdth him to the workhouse, where,;bn the taking olf 
luT leathern bodice, it stuck so fast to her wounds that she 
shrieked with the pain ; but, on being treated with great huma- 




313 


EXK(^VTEl) FOR 111)Rll. 

nit.y, and t'lld lhat she slioul<J not bo .sent back to Browm’iii;i;’s, 
sill' a:avo an account of the horrid treatment that slie and JMaiy 
< 'lillbrd liad .sustained, and confessed that .she had mot tlio latiev 
<»ii the stair.s just before they came to the house. Heroupon 
JMr. Grumly and some otluh's returned to the liou.so, to make a 
htficter .search, on which Brownrigg sent for a lawyer, in order 
f *) intinudate them, and even threatened a prosecution nnlo.ss 
tiiey immediately quitted the premi.se8. Ilnterrified by tho.'.e 
thi’oats, 'Mr. Grundy sent for a coaeli to carry Brownrigg to the 
(.'ojiipter, on Ayliich the latter promised to produce the girl in 
a1)out half an hour, if the coach wa.s discharged. This being 
consented to, the girl was produced from a cupboard, under a 
bn lot'in the dining-room, After a pair of shoes, which young 
Biownrigg had in his hand dmiiig the proposal, had been init 
n]Mni her. It is not in langviage to describe the miserable appear- 
;inco this poor girl made : almost her whole body was ulcerated. 
Being taken to tho workhouse, an apothecary was sent for, win* 
pronounced her to be in danger. Brownrigg was tln'.rcfore con¬ 
veyed to Wood Street Compter^ but his ’wife and .sou made 
their escape, taking with them a gold watch aiid some money. 
IMr. Br<nvmrigg was now carric/d before Alderman Crosby, wdio 
i'ully committed him, and ordered the girls to be taken to St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, where Mary Olilford died within a f* w 
days : and the coroner’s inquest being samraoned, found a ver¬ 
dict. of wilful murder against James and Elizabeth Brownrigg, 
and -John their sou. . 

In the meantime,,Mrs. Brownrigg’ and'her son moved from 
])]ace to place in„London, bought'clothes ih Rag Eau-, to di,-- 
gui.se themselves, andi.theu welit to A^^andaworth, whcrci tlic.y 
look lodgingsin .titebou.se of Mr Dunbar, who kept a chandler'.- 
shop. l5unbari:|^P®nihg 'fcb read a newspaper on the 15th oi' 
Augii.st, saw an.^'vertisement .So clearly describing his lodg';u>. 
that he harBno doubt but they w^re..the murderers. Ho tbeni- 
forc went to London the day, which was fcjundny, and 
going to churblj,' sent for Mr. Owen, the churchwarden, to at¬ 
tend him in the vestry, aqd gave him .such a description of the. 
parties that Mr. Owen desired Mr, Deacon, and Mr. ^Vhngravc, 
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11 constable, to go to Wandswortli and make the iieco&saiy lii- 
(luiry. , 

C)n their arrival at Dtnihar’is lionse they found the, ■\vreteluid 
mother and son in a room hy themselves, who evinced giiuit 
agitation at this discpvory. A coach Ixnng procun^d, tlu'y were 
conveyed to London,'without any person in Wandsworth having 
knoAvlcdge of the atfair, C7fo(^ptMr. and Mrs. Diuihar. 

On Saturday, September ii, 17G7, Brownrigg, his wife, and 
their soti, were tried at tlie Old Bailey for,the murder of Maiy 
CUidcml. The chief witness%as Mary Mitchell, the ap]n’i>ntie(', 
•svhose evidence developed ttife most unheard-of crueltie.s prac ¬ 
tised by Mrs. Brownrigg ; and, they being M'ithout parallel in 
the annals of crime, we subjoin theni. .She deposed that Mary 
Chfford liad heon a}>pre].iticed there a'year and,a half, and was 
a inontliuiKin liking. During that time she was used 'ivoll, lay 
on a good bed, and ate and drank hs the family did ; !.mt about 
a week after slie was bound her ill-treatment ])egan, and fur any 
trifling offence her mistre.Sfi beat her over the head and shoul¬ 
ders with a walking cane, and" a hearth bnish. Aftew she w!is 
hound she was made to lie on the parlour boards, or in tin- 
jiassage, and often in the' cellar: .and the reason alleged by 
lier mistress for using her thus was lier wetting the Ix-d. 
Sometimes she lay in her own clothes, or else had a hit of a 
blanket to cover her. At other times they were bt)th locked 
np in a coal-liolc uinlfit the cellar stairs. Then? she liad a 
sack stuffed Avith straw’ to lie' Upon, with a hit of hlanket to 
cover her, hut sometimes. ,she was quite naked. The reason 
Avhy lier mistress confined h^f in that dark liole avus because, 
being very liungry, the girl got,’up one niglit„ ,aud broke open 
the cupboard Avhere the A'ictnala Used to lie put, but found 
none. Her mistress-haying di^uvefed tliisj'tnado Ina'^strip lier- 
self to Avash, where she stood altvtfeat day' Aaked, her mistre.ss 
Avhipping her at intervals aU. the time, Mary Clifford was thou 
very near fifteen years^' of age.- 'The instrument her mistre.'.s 
made u.se of in beatifig Her was the stump of a riding Avhip. 
After that day her mistress obliged her to lie under the cellar 
stairs, the coals being taken out to make room for her. Some 
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tunes tliey woi'c l5oth locked in togetlier—that is, tVoiii Satui- 
(lay night till Stinday night, when their master and mistress 
Went into tlie country, during which time thay liad nothing to 
eat hilt a pi(‘ce of bffead, and nothing to drink j and wen* let 
(»ut of this dismal prison on Sunday nightd)y the a|)j)r(;ntiee 
hoy. At such times they were generajly locked uj) hy John the 
son, hut never hy their master, except oiice. All the hod the 
had to lie upon was sometimes some old rags they got oni 
of tile garret, aiid .sometimes they had only a hoy’.s waistcoat t o 
cover them, it being their mi.stres.s’s order that they .should 
not lie in their clothes, Aboiit a year and a half ago, John th 
.son heat Mary Clifford intli a leather straj), as hard as lie coul 
.strike, for not timiiiig up the parlour bed, tliongh it was heyon 
her .strength to do it. The woniuk iii her head and shoulders, 
which she had hut a little before received from Inw mi,stress, 
and hilt just .scabbed over, ti^ere now made to bleed afresly 
'J'he blood dropjied on the ground so as to make a small puddle, 
tjiiee lier master beat h«r with a hearth briisli, though neveu' 
but once, 

manner in which her mistress used, to beat her was, to tie 
her up hy the liaiids to a water-pipe iii the kitchen, and then to 
lash her n.aked body with a lioi’sewliip, and .she seldom left off till 
she had fetehed blood. About three months before her ma.ster, 
by her mistress’s desire, fastened a hook into the beam in the. 
kitchen. Tlic use that was made of this hook, was to tie Mary 
Clifford and herself up to be beat. When liilary Clifford wa.s ticsl 
up, she was alwiiys beat till she Wed. Some time befoj‘(^ the hoolc 
was put up, her mistress had been beating the girl a consider¬ 
able time with a'lioi’sewhip, and she was fastened to the water- 
pipe naked \ as she lutd unloos(ul her, John coming dow n, 
.she bid him itak'o the whip^aiid beat her, which he did, an'l 
gave her sever^d'sel^ere strokes. Another piimshmejit iullicted 
hy her merciless mistress bn Mary Clifford was, by putting a 
jaidc chain round her neck,,and fastening the other end of it to 
the yard door. It M^as drawn very tight round Jier neck, as 
hard as it could be without choking her. The fault she, was 
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1 i 1 11 ;;; I Im icd for was, tli at, beiii" tl^irsty in the night, si \ e hrolvc 

(lovrii some boai’ds to get a little water. Sh^ was chainod to 
the df)or all day, hnt loosed at night, and then sent into a cel¬ 
lar, with her hands .tied behind ?ior, the chain being still on lu'i’ 
nock, and locked Imder the cellar ;Stair8. aH* night. Her mis¬ 
tress having been sc>ine ca^ie home on Friday, 

tho 31st of July,, ■ Glifoi^^was tkw. pretty well in health, 
and lierwouni w?sre}.s<al>hedr.W^r^:hafc^^ her 

bead and siibttlder% '“Abott0^Vdock,thsi»t.in^^ her mis¬ 
tress went, dorm ^ tied the girl up to the 

liook, protending she haJ done no whilst, she was abroad ; 

then she horsewhipped her all ®P 

blood-trickled down to the ^own, and 

put her to the washing^tlih,' ^e']|»h^ and with the 

butt-end of the whip struck'her ItWp .or'Ihr^'l^ on the bead 
as slio M^as stooping over /the\|ub^ bidding , her work faster. 
Five times she was tied 'up whipped by her mis¬ 

tress, neither had she ahy,,'i|4j8l>/On'the day, which sIk^ 
was'charged not to put oti,' ' After ‘the last severe whipping on 
Friday, her head ahdjeihould^s.we^ and her whole 

body all over gashedj-vvith wo,uh|[s .pi ; her 

head, neck, and thrOht y(f|^e';|)rtdigiOu^y swelled, insomuch 
that her chin, cheeks^ hill^'^^^ mistress 

then began.*tobegone n^little „too far, and to 
us.|!uagothe swelUng.^^^J^^afpl^ifiee.pC'bread! an^ milk to her 
throat. If anything COulJ.ja^Jfef.lbe barbw^ of this woman 
is was, that she wo^dlhoh! ^Ijer tl^m to* cry out, however 
cruelly tortured; for*if tibhy’d^^e nevhf whipping them 
till they held their‘|(Ongue.;‘^!§y the eva^ij^ *it likewise ap¬ 
peared, that 

in her hand, the h^aidle of=w^^':hii^-«ae very 

m.ucl; ; which, Kte mistroM'. said, her swelled 

neck and face. The shrgfen,' iipder,wHpTge care she was at th«> 
lit)S]>ital, being asked wh^ -lie^^ih^ij^t. was the cause of the 
swelling in her neck, anid whether; a jack diain had been 
about it, it iia%ht hot bccasioh such 


fastened 


swelling. 
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nn^wereJ, it might, and tliero was on Ih'i- nook a sort of ling, 
a-, if somothing had been tied about it, which could not lx* 
(Miiscd by the saucepan. 

Tins was the substance of the evidence on this incraovablc* 
occasion. Mrs. Brownrigg, in her defence, partly ownc'd the 
(haige against her; but said, that in beating the girl, she had 
no design against her life. 

Tlie learned judge .summed up the evidence, and the jui \, 
after a sho.rt consultation, delivered a verdict of wilful minder 
against Elmabeth Brownrigg, whereupon she immediately re- 
(•('ived sentence to be executed On the Monday following. Th(> 
trial lasted from eight in the morning till six in the eveuiug, 
and the verdict seemed to give general satisfaction, which 
Avas expressed by the multitude in tlie yard, outside of the 
•Sessions House, in a manner ill adapted to the awfulness ol 
the event. 

Our object in giving an account of this wretched woman is 
to slioAv the human character iq all its wonderful varieties. It, 
is, hoAvever, a pleasing reflection to know that another mon¬ 
ster of so inhuman a disposition is scarcely to be found in the 
aiiiicds of the whole universe. 
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John Smith, 

Belief known by the name of BuckJiorse. 

J OHN SMITH, better known by the appellation of Buck- 
horse, was one of the singularities of nature, lie first 
saw the light in the house of ,a fiinner, in that pait of TjotuIoti 
Icuown by the name of Lewkner’s Lane, a place notorious in 
the extreme for the eccentricity of characters it contained, 
where the disciples of Bampfylde Mooie Carew were to he 
found in crowds, afid where of all descriptions resorted 

to regah; themseh'cs upon the good things of this life, laugliiug 
at the credulity of the public iii being-so easily duped by their 
iiujiositions; groups of the frail sisterhood adorned its jiur- 
lieux, whose nudkity of appearance and glibhmiiy of mother- 
tongue formed a promutent feature in this conglomeration of 
the vicious and depraved, by their coarse amours and bare¬ 
faced pilfering; the juvenile thief was soon taught to become. 
a,Ti adept in the profession, by taking out a handkerchief or a 
smdf-box from the pocket of a coat covered linlh hells, without 
ringing any of them, and the finished thief roosted here from 
the prying e 3 'e of society, and laid plans for his future depre¬ 
dations in the arms of, his unsophisticated charmer; those 
timhei-merchants who reduced their logs of wood to matches to 
light the public, might be observed issuing out in numbers 
from this receptacle of himstene. Costermongers, in droves, 
v'ere seen mounting their noddies, decOl^ted with hampers, 
scorn ing the- refined use of saddles and hridles ; and L^idncr's 
La ic Av'Ji-s not only celebrated amongst all its^ other attractions, 
in being the residence of a finisher of the'law (Tom Dennis) 
slaiigly denominated Jack Ketch, but acquired considerable 
notoriety by giving birth to tlie ugliness of a Buckhorse, and 
beauty to a celebrated female, who, possessing those irresistible 
charms that levelled all distinctions of‘rank before its superior 
pbn er, transplanted her from the rude and dirty company of 
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11h' (Iti.-t-liill to ilu* downy concli of* myalty. and w1io was i'nr 
many years the ‘ inial*!!' anil (devatcd I'il) of a <‘cl(‘l)ratcd fonr- 
in-liand baronet of llu' old seliuo] <it wliijis, mIiosc teals in 
dri\ in 4 and s[)orlini;' hi^lidired cattle, were considered tlieA'ery 
aeiui' of style, anil acliiiowledi^ed oiu' of tin* niosl liiinr'iihj lads 
vijion tile tnrf, M'lieii In* led fids fair j>lrrr uf the ei'i-ation to t le 
llynieiieal altar, who for a loiii^ period contimii'd iiji.'-nl in 
the hemisphere of tashion. 

it apjieai's, then, that few ]da<‘(;,s eoidd lioast of more oiiyi- 
nality of characti'r than HutL from which Jhickhoi-se sprany ; 
and from the variety of Inlimt here disphned, there is little 
donht he did tint long I'cmain a. luirirr. ^\s \\e lia\e ne\er 
been tronbled with any account to wliat (jiiinl-iittliuril ])ei’sonag“ 
he owed his origin, Ave cannot detm-mine, Init snilice to oliseiae, 
that /////c Ihickhorsi' and his mother were turned out njion the 
wide Avorld long bi'fore. he knew its slippery ijiialities, by tlie 
cruel piddiean, tlieir landlord, which inlmman circuiusiaiiee 
took place about, tlii' year 17d(». 

'J’his of nature, it should seem, was indebted to bis 

mother for uhat little instruction he reciuvi'd. tIio ]iiinci|ial of 
Avldeh was an extraordinary volubility of speceb, and iVoiii his 
early acijuaiutaiiciMvith the sti'eets ho picked up ihi' rest of hi' 
qualitications. 

lluckliorse’s coinpesition, howoTer rude and unsightly, was 
nut Avitlimitand although liis list might, not appear 
■'iiiiisii-'il to his antagonist by its potent fnnrJi^ yet wlieii a]iplied 
to his own chin Avas capable of producing a variety of jiopular 
tunes, tothe Jistonishnu'nt of all those Acho heard and saw him, 
by which iieculiar trait h<* mostly subsisted. It was a, common 
custom with him to allow any person to beat a tune on his 
chin for a penny, Avhich A\’as a .sonire of mueh profit, and 
added to that of sidling sAvitches for a half-jienn\' a-pieec-, Avas 
his only means of suhsistenee for many \ears. Jlis rrii of 
“ here, is iiretty switches to beat yonr Avives,” w us so siiigulai', 
that Shuter, the celebrated coim-dian, among his other imita¬ 
tions, AA'as more tlian successful in his attempts of ilucklguse, 
VA’hich Avere re])eatedl3' called for u second time. 
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A« .a T^iicklioiso raiilvedliiglifor coiirago and strength 

nniong tlo; Ixjxer.s of his day, iuid displayed gre.at muscular 
])nn'('i-s in tlu! l)a.ttl(‘S lie had contested ; and liki; many of the 
.sjiortiiig '-vras distingiiislmd by his nuinerous amours 

■with the gay nyni])hs of the to'wn, nioir by the. jiokmy of his 
.arm than the persuasive po'wers of rhetoi'ic, notwithstanding 
his rapid improveinents of the tongue. 

Ihicldiorse wa.s the person whom the late Duke of (^liieeny- 
bnry selected to ride for him, when he won his cel-ehrated 
wager against time. 


Thomas Hills Everitt, 

The Eiwrniotis Baby. 

''pilLS jirodigious child, an extracirdinary instance of tlie 
-*■ .sudden .and rapid increase of the human body, was born 
on the Till of February, 1779. His father, a mould-paper 
maker, conducted the paper-mills by the side of Enfield Marsh, 
and Avas about thirty-six years of age; the mother W'as foi-t}'- 
two, hut neither of the parents wa.s remarkable for eitlier size 
or staturi'. Thomas Avas their fifth child, and the iddest of the 
Ihrei' living in 1780 was twelve years old, and ratlier small of 
his .ago ; but the paternal grandfather was of a size larger than 
ordinary. They had another son of uncommon size, Avho died 
of the measles in January 1774, at the age of fifteen months. 

Thomas was not remarkably large when bom, but began, 
Avhen six weeks old, to grow apace, and attained a most extra- 
' i ditiary size. , At tlie age of nine months and tAvo weeks, his 
dimensions were taken by Mr. Sherwen, an ingenious surg(‘on 
ri'siding at Enfield, and compared with those of a lusty boy 
M veii yeai’s old. The result Avas as folloAvs- 
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Dimensions of the child. 

Of the boy 


IucIk'.s. 

1 JlC.llCS, 

Girth I’ound the vrrist. 

... (r; 

- 

Ditto above the elbow . 

8.', 

.... 

Ditto of the leg near the auc.lc . 

... . j 

- «i 

Ditto of the. calf of the leg. 

... 12 

— 9 

Ditto I'l.nind the thigh.;. 

... IS 

-■ 1-7 

Ditto z’ound the small of the back... 

... 24- 

--- 

l>itto under the arm-pits and across 


the breast.. 

0-) r5 

. •» w w 

— 24 


]\[r. Sliorweii who, in November, 1779, tv.au.smitted tlie 
above acc.omit to Mr. Planta, secretary of the Koyal Society, 
added, that he should have been glad ^o have given the solid 
contiiuts of animal substance, but was i)revented by tin.* viilgai- 
prt'judice ('iitcrtaincd by the mother agaiiist weighing childi eii. 
]T(! could therefore only say that, when she exposed to view 
his legs, thighs, and broad back, it was iinpossibhj to b(i ini- 
])i(*,s>ed with any other idea than that of seeing a young giant. 
Ills weight was, however, guessed at nine stoint, and his height 
at this period Was three feet one inch'and a (jiuirter. 

The child was soon afterwards conveyed to tin; hoiisi* of a 
relation in (Jreat Turnstile, IIolboru,.hut the confined .sitnalion 
'Juid such an cfl'cct on his health, that it was found iKiccssary 
to carry him back to his native air. His extraordinary size 
t(‘ni 2 )ted his parents to remove him again to tin; inetro)»olis, 
and to exhildt him to the public. His dimensions, as stated in 
the hand-hills distributed, at the place of exhibition, and iiiidei- 
a picture of Mrs. Everitt aud her son, published in Januar}’^, 
1780, from wliieh the annexed print is cojned, ivere talo ii 
when he was eleven months old. His height was tlu n thive 
feet throe inches; his girth round tlm breast two feet six 
inelu'S; the loins, three feet one inch ; the thigh, ones foot t('i- 
itiches; the leg, one foot two inches; the arm, eleven inches 
and a half; the wrist, nine inches. 

He was well proportioned all over, and subsisted enlizely on 
llu‘ breast. His countenance was comely, hut had rathei- more 
expression than is usual at his age, and was exceedingly pb-ui- 
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iiti;-, IV.dii ]iis niiconimoiily^L!;()o(l-t('iui)crc(l. Ur luul V(‘ry 

fiii(‘ ])Uir bki]i, iVrci iroin nny klnnisli, r\ti(‘iur]y 

liv<‘ly, and liad :i brirlit. clear <*ye, IJis licud was i-atliersiuallei' 
in ])r()])urti((n tliaii liis otlier parts. From lliesci (•irennl^tan(’rs 
M]'. Shej’vv'eii ventured tn pro.^nosticatc! tliaX In*, was as lilscly (o 
ai'i'ive at raaXiirity, aecid(*ntal diseases’ excepted, as anj’ eliild 
lie (‘ver saw. This oiiinion inight, undoubtedly, have been 
well luiiuded, notwithstanding the child’,s death, which took 
]ilaee about the- middle of 1780, before he had attained the age 
of (‘iuhtt'en months. 


Elias Hoyle, 

Of Soivcrby^ 1 'orhshii r 

XX 7Fi ha\ e ab’eady given several iri.stanecs of ri'inarkuilih* 
* * longevity, and now add to the list the wiieiulde name 
of KliusS llojle. 

Thi.s venerable man was a native of Sowerby, in Voi-k-sliu’e, 
being, at the time the accompanying portrait was taken, 11:3 
)ears of age. liis life is another convincing proof of the in¬ 
valuable bles.sings of sobriety and industry ; for, by his labour 
alom*, '• that oflsjning of want and mother of health,” he maiii- 
taiiied a numerous family in glorious independence : not one of 
th('m i-(‘eeiving jiaruchial relief, although he -was only a jourmw- 
mau mechanic: he was enabled to follow his employment till 
he was lit* years old. 






Joseph Capper, 

The Enemy of Flies. 

J OSEni CAPPER was Lorn in Cliesliire, of humble parents ; 

his family being numerous, he came to London at an early 
age, to shift for himsell", as he used to say, and was bound ap- 
])rontice to a grocer. Mr. Cajiper soon manifested grc'at (]uick- 
ness and industry, and jiroved a most A^aluable, S('rvant to his 
master. Jt was one of the cliief boasts of hi.s life tliat he had 
gained tlu* confidence of his employer, and had nevcu- be¬ 
trayed it. 

IhuTig of an (aitorprising spirit, Mr. Capper commenced busi- 
ne.''.s as soon as he was out of his apprenticeship, in the neigh- 
l>uurhood of Rosemary Lane. His old master was his only 
irient], and recommended him so sti-ongly to the dealers in his 
liu(‘, that cnaiit to a very large amount was given him. In 
]»roportion as he became successful, he embarked in various 
s[u>cu]ations, but in none was so fortunate as in the funds. 
He. at length amassed a sum sufficient to decline all business 
whativer. ■ * 

Mr. Capper therefore resolved to retire from the bustle f)f 
lile. This best suited his disposition; for although he pos¬ 
sessed many amiable qualities, yet ho was the most tyrannical 
and overbearing man living, and never seemed so happy as 
when placed by the side of a churlish companion. For several 
days he walked about the vicinity of London searching for 
lodgings, without being able to please himself. Being one day 
much fatigued, he called at the Homs, Kenningtoii, took a 
chop, and spent the day, and asked for a bed in his usual blunt 
manner, when he was answered in the same churlish style by 
the landlord that he could not have one. Mr. Capper was rc 
solved to stop, if he could, all his life, to plague the grmling 
fellow, and refused to retire. After some altercation, however, 
he was accommodated with a bed, and never slept out of it for 
twenty-five y'cars. During that time he made no agreement 
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foj' lodging or eating, but wished to b('. considered a customer 
only for tbe day. For many ycar.s he talk('(l about quitting 
tliiK residence tlie next day. His manner of living A\as so 
methodical, that he would not drink liis tea out of any other 
than a favourite cup. He was equally jiarticular with respect 
to his knives and Ibrks, plates, &c. In winter and summer lie 
rose at the, same hour, and when the mornings were dark, he 
was so accustomed to the house, that ho walked about the 
apartments without the assistance of any light. At breakfast 
lie arranged, in a peculiar way, the paraphenialia of the tea- 
table, but first of all he would read the newspapers. At dinner 
he also ob.served a general rule, and invariably drank his jjint 
(»f wine. ITis supper was uniformly a gill of rum, with sugar, 
lemon-pcol, and port wine, mixed together; the latter lu' savc^d 
from tin; junt he had at dinner. From this econoniicnl plan he 
)iever deviated. His bill for a fortnight amounted regularly 
it) £i 18s. He called himself the Chamjuon of Government, 
and his greatest glory was certainly his country and King. 
Ho joined in all subscriptions which tended ti> the aid of 
G()V('rmnent. Ho was exceedingly choleric, and nothing raisial 
his anger so soon as declaiming against the British Constitu¬ 
tion. In the parlour he kept his hivourite chair, and there he 
would (»ften amuse himself with satirising the customers or the 
landlord, if he could make his jokes tell better. ' It was liis 
maxim neveu’ to join in general conversation, but to interriq)t 
it AvJioiuivcr ho could say anything ill-natured. Mr. Ca])per’s 
(conduct to his relations was exceedingly capricious; lui never 
Avould see any of them. As they were chiefly.in indigent cir¬ 
cumstances, ho had frequent applications from them to borroAv 
money. “Are they industriousT he would inquire, when 
being answered in the affiriiiative, he would add, “ Tell them I 
have been deceived already,-never wull ailvancc a sixjamco 
by way of loan, but I will give them the sum they want, and if 
i!ver 1 hear they make known the circumstance, I will cut them 
ofl‘with a shilling.” 

Soon lifter Mr. Townsend became landlord of the Horns he 
had au opportunity of making a few good ready-nioney pur- 
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ajicl a]')plio(l to tlui olj mmi lor a tciiiporaiy loan;—f 
■s^ ii^li,” said la*. ‘‘ to sor\ (‘ you, Towiisond, you sch-iu an indiis- 
tj'iou.s iMlow; but how is it to bo done, Mr. Townsend ? 1 
]ia\'i‘ snan-n ne\ i'r to lend, 1 must tln'roibre give it thee,” wbieli 
lie aec.ordiiigiy did ilu; following day. Mr. Townsend i)i‘i)ved 
gi'atel'ul f()]-tbi.s mark of liberality, and never ceased to admi¬ 
nister to him <-,very comfort the homse. would alford; and, wliat 
\vas, pethai>s, jrioi'c gratifying to the old mail, ho indulged hiuj 
ill hi.s eccentricities. 

JMr. f'apjier was elected steward of the jiarlour lin*, and if 
any ])ersons were daring enough to put a iioker in it witlmiit 
his permission, they stood a fair chance of feeling tlu' weight 
of his caiu‘. In summer time a favourite diversion ol’ his was 
killing nil's in the parlour with his cane; but as he was sen- 
sibh' of I lie. ill ojiiiiion this would produce among the by¬ 
standers, be would with great ingenuity introduce a story 
about the ra.scality of all Frenchmen, “ whom,” says he, “ 1 
hall* and di'test, and would knock down just the .same as the.s** 
Hies.” This was the signal for attack, and pre.seiuly the kilh'd 
and wounded were scattered about in all cpiarters of the room. 

This truly eccentric character lived to the age ol‘ seventy- 
se-\'en, in excellent health, and it wuas not until the Tuesday 
moniing before his decease that a visible alteraliou was pi'i - 
cci^ i'd ill him. Having ilsen at an eiu’licr period than usual, 
he w;is observed to walk about the house exceedingly agitated 
and convulsed. Mr. Townsend pre,ssed him to, suffer nuidical a,s- 
sistance to be sent for, wliich Mr. Capper then, and at all times, 
had a great aversion to. He asked fiy a pen and ink, and 
evinced great anxiety to ^VTite, but could not. Mr. Townsend, 
apprehending his dissolution nigh, endeavoured, but in vain, to 
get jiennission to send for Mr. Capper’s relations, and tried to 
o))tain their addi-ess for that purpose, llarofused, saying tlial 
he should be better. On the^ seccftid day, seeing no hojie.s of 
recovery, Mr. Townsend called in four respectable gentlonum 
of the neighbourhood, and had seals put upon all Mr. Ca-ppiir’s 
property. One of tho four gentlemen recollected the adthess 
of Mr. Ca]iper’s two nephews, of the name of Hutton, who 

23—2 
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Averc immediately sent for. Thej" rcsidec] in tlic iK‘i;4libonr- 
liood of Rosemary Lane. 

As soon as the old gentleman’s dissolution had taken place. 
Ills desks, trun]c.s, and boxes AA’^ere opejied by the Messrs. 
Duttons and their lawyer, Avlien they found one hundred pounds 
in Bank notes?, a few guineas, a great many government secu¬ 
rities, and a will, which the parties present proceeded to read. 
It Avas curiously worded, and made on the back of a sheet of 
banker,s’ checks. It was dated five years back, and the bulk of 
his i)roperty, whicli was then upAvards of £30,000, he left 
equally amongst his poor relations. The tAvo nepheAvs Avere 
nominated his executors, and were be(|ueathed betAA^een them 
£8000 in the three-per-cents. What had become of all the 
property which had been accumulating since the Avill was 
made did not appeal*. From Mr. Capper’s declaration in his 
lifetime, there was reason to suppose he had made another 
Avill, as the one found did not appear to be witnessed. 

The remains of the old gentleman were deposited in Ahlgate 
Church-yard, Avhere his deceased sister was likoAvise laid. 


Margaret Finch, 

Qneen of the Gipsies. 

TVyr.ARGARET FINCH, Queen of the Gipsies, was born at 
Sutton in Kent, in the year 1631, and after travelling 
over various parts of the kingdom, for nearly a century, settled 
at Norwood, whitlier her great age and the fame of her fortune- 
telling talents attracted numerous visitors. 

From a constant habit of sitting on the ground with her 
chin restmg on her knees, generally with a pipe in her mouth, 
and attended by her faithful dog, her sinews at length became 
so contracted, that she w'as unable to rise from that posture. 
Accordingly, after her death, it was found necessary to inclo.se 
her body in a deep square box. She died in October, 1740, at 








557 ' 


QUJUBN OF THE GIPSIES. 

ilu? great age of 109 years.^ Her remains were conveyed-in a 
Jiearse, attended by two mourning coaches, to Beckenham in 
Kent, where a sermon was preached on the occasion to a great 
concourse of people who assembled to witness the ceremony. 

The picture of Margaret Finch adonis the sign of a house of 
public entertainment at Norwood, called the Gipsy House, 
which is situated on a small green, in a valley, surrounded by 
woods. On this green, a few families of Gipsies pitched their 
touts for a great number of years in the summer season;.in 
winter either proeurihg lodgings in the metropolis, or taking 
up their, abode in,bams in some of the more distant counties. 
After the inclosiire of Norwood, however, they were obliged 
to remove farther away, and confine themselves to daily 
excursions to the Gipsy House, for the purpose of obtaining 
money from the credulous Visitors to that place. The Rev. 
Mr. Lysons, in his “Environ^ of London,” says, “ In a cottage 
adjoining the Gipsy House, lives an old woman, grand-daughter 
of Queen Margaret, who inherits heiv title. She is niece to 
Queen Bridget, who was herself niece to Margaret Finch, and 
was buried at Dulwich in 1768. It does not appear that the 
gipsies pay her any particular respect, or that she differs from 
the rest of the tribe in any other point than that of being a 
householder.” Slie, however, has long since paid the debt of 
nature. 


Miss Hawtin, 

Born without Arms. 

M ISS HAWTiN, was a native of Coventry, bora jvithout 
aims, and remarkable for the dexterity with which her 
feet performed all the offices of hands. With her toes she 
would cut out watch-papers, with such ingenuity and despatch 
as to astoni.sh ever}'- beholder; and numbers of these,papers 
were kept a.s great curiosities by many who visited her. She 
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could lilfowise uso her needle and Jier pen groat iacilit 5 ^ 
These, extraordinary talents she exhibited to the great gratifica¬ 
tion of the public, in almost every town,of England, till shoj-tJy 
before her death. 


Charles Domery, 

The Remarkable,GhUton* -f 

^ HA TILES DOMERV, a native of I}enche,,on the froiiticu s 
of Poland, at the age of 21, was brought to the prison of 
Liverpool in February, 1799, having been a soldier in tin 
French service on board the Hoche, captured by the squadron 
under the command of Sir J. B. Warren, off Ireland. 

1 le was one of nine brothers, who, with their father, v'ere 
1 t'uiarkable for the voraciousness of their"appetites. Tiny Mn'i-c' 
all ])laced early in the army; and the peculiai' craving foi- 
fooil with this young man began at thirteen years of ago. 

He was allowed two rations in the army, and by hi.s oarn- 
ingH, or the indulgence of Ins comrades, procured an additional 
Mipidy. 

When ill the camp, if bread or me^t were scarce, he made 
lip the delicioiicy by eating four or five pounds of grass daily ; 
and in one year devoured 174 cats (not tbeir sjeins) dead or 
alive ; and says, he had several severe conflicts in the. act of 
de.stroying them, by feelhjg tjie effect of their torments on his 
face and hands : sometimes ho Icilled thorn before eating, but 
when A^ery hungry, did not wait to perform tliis humane ofiici*. 

Dogs and rats equally suffered from his merdloss jaws; and 
if much lunched by famine, the entrails of animals 'indiscrimin¬ 
ately became his prey. The above facts are attested by Picaid, 
a respectable man, who was his comrade in the same regiment 
on board the Hoche, and who had often seen him feed on 
those animals. 

AVhen the ship on board of which he was, had surrendered 
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after an obstinate action, finding liimself, as usual, hungry, 
and nothing else in his way but a man’s leg, which u as shot 
off, lying before hint, he attacked it greedily, and was feeding 
heartily when a sailor snatched it from him, and tlu’cw it over¬ 
board. . , i , 

Whihi he was in prison, he ‘ate one dbad cat, and abopt 
twenty rats. Brit wliat he delighted most in was raw meal, 
beef, or muttoni’of which, though plentifully supplied by eating 
the rations of ten nlem daily, he complained he had not the same 
quantity, noi^iadulged in eating so much as he used to do, 
when in Franck: , French prisoners of war were at this 
time maintained at the expense of their own nation, and were 
each allowed the following daily rations :—^twenty-six ounces 
of bread, half a pound of greens, two ounces of butter, or six 
ounces of cheese, / 

He often devoured a bullock’s liver raw;, three pounds of 
candles, and a few pounds of raw beef, in one day, without 
tasting,bread or vegetables, washing itvdown >vitli water, if Ins 
allowance of beer was expended. . , - /.'-'it;' 

His subsistence, independent of hiis'' own rations, aroscj 
from the generosity of the prisoners, who gave •him a sharci 
of their allowance. , 'Nor was his stomach confined to meat; 
for when in the hospitjd, where some pf the patients refused to 
take their medicines, Domery had no objection to perform this 
for them, whatever; tlie contents, or however large; his stomach 
never rejected ahyt^g, as he never vomited. 

Wishing fairly to try how muoh .hf ^o^fi^ally could cat in one 
day, on thelYth of S%)temb^ four o’clock in the 

morning ho breakfasted on foimppd^' of yaw cow’s udder; at 
half-past nine, ,ih presence of Dfi, Jdhaston, commissioner of 
sick and Wbundod seamen, and his son, ]\lr. 

Forster,- agent for prisoners, aridre^ect'a^^ gentlemen, 
ho exhibited his power as foUowS : !lher© was set before him 
five ])ounds of raw beef, and twelve tallow candles of a pound 
weight, and one bottle pf porter; these he finished by half-])ast 
ten o’clock. At one o’clock there was again put before him 
five pounds of beef and one pound of candles, with three hot- 
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ties of porter ; at which time he was locked up in the room, 
and sentries placed at the windows to prevent his throwin*; 
away any of his provisions. At two o’clock he had neail} 
finished the whole of the candles, and a great part of the 
beef, but bad neither evacuation by vomiting, stool, oi 
urine j his skin was cool, and pulse regular, anJ in good 
spirits. At a quarter past six, when he wa,s tp be returned 
to his prison, ho had devoured the whole, 'and declared he 
eonld have eaten more; but from the prisoners without 
telling that some experiment was being ^made on him, 
he began to bo alarmed. It is also to be observed that the 
clay was hot, and not having his usual exercise in the jard, 
it may be presumed he would have otherwise had a better aj>pe- 
tite. On recapitulating the whole consumption of this day, it 
stands thus:— 

Raw cow’s udder. 4 pounds. 

Raw beef... 10 

Candles . 2' 


Total . 16 pounds, besides live 

botfles of porter. 

Tlie eagerness with which he attacked his beef when his 
stomach was not gorged, resembled the voracity of a hungiy wolf, 
tearing off and swallowing it with canine greediness.. When 
his throat was dry fixjpii continued egicercis^ he lubricated it by 
.stripping the grease off the candles between his |cetb, vdiich he 
generally finished at three mouthfuls, and wrapping the wick 
like a bull, string and all, it after at a swaI]oW4 He could, 
when no choice was Ifi^, niake shift to dine on imm<*nse quan¬ 
tities of raw portatoea, usr ^umipsj but, from ohodpe, would 
never desire to taste Vegetables* 

He was in every healthy, his tongue clean, and his eyes 
lively. 

After he went to the prison, he dauced, smoked liis pipe, and 
drank a bottle of porter; and, by four the next morning, ho 
awoke with his usual ravenous appetite, which he quieted by a 
few pounds of raw beef. 
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Ho was six feet three inchci high, pale oomplexiori, grey eyes, 
long brown hair, well made but thin, his countenance rather 
pleasant, and was good tempered. 

The above was written.from his own mouth, in the presence of, 
and attested by, Destauban,. Fteuch Surgeon; Le Fournier, 
Steward of the Hospital 1 ; l^vet^ Gommissaire de la Prison ; 
Le Flem, Soldat 4© la seconde Demi Biigade, and Thomas Cocli- 
i-ane, M.D., Infipector and Surgeon of the Prison, and Agent, &c, 
for Sick and Wounded Seamen, ' 

Livei-pool, 9, 1799. ' 

John Bynon, 

Clerk in the Office for Sick and- Wotmded Seamen. 

Queries and Answers, 

1. What were the circumstances of his sleep and perspira¬ 
tion? :■ : 

He got to bed about eight o’clock;.at immediately 

after which he began to sweat, aiid thatprofusely, as to ])e 
obliged to throw: off his shirt. He felt ei^reinely liot, and in 
an hour or two after went to sleep, wluch l^ted until one in the 
morning, after whidi be alwa^^s fcH, lum^eff hungry, even 
though he had lain down with a fuU StKMnach. He then at(' 
bread or beoi^ .pr whaler provi^on hO might have reserved 
through the day.; aiid if:^© had beguiled the time in 

smoking tobatS^k About twqf<i*(34*^ l^ft.Went to sleep again, 
and awoke af fivo or six win ^ violent 

perspiration, with, ^reat '^ira.''9A getting up ; 

and-when hkhdd iaid in a ffesb cai^,!kf raw/me (to use liis 
own 0xpi^8si<iai)i, he felthiabody iaAgOpjd ^te. He sweated 
Avhile he wasieating j- and it w^ probfcldjFMJWjlig to this constant 
j>ropen6ity to es^alatlbh from the.Sur^^-bfJ^the body, that ’jis 
skin was commonly found to be 00®^* ' - * . 

2. What was his heat by the. thermometer? 

“I have often tried it; and found it to be of the standard tem¬ 
perature of the human body.' His pulse was eighty-four; full 
and regular. - 
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■ 3, Could this ravenous ai) 2 ')e^.ite bo traced higher than his 
father? 

Ho knew nothii^g of his ancestors beyond his father. Wlien 
he l(jft the country, eleven, years ago^ liis father was alive, aged 
about fifty, a tall,‘stout man; always "healthy, and he could re¬ 
member was a great eater ; hefwks to 6 yoimg to recollect the 
quantity, but that he eat hie m»at half boiled. He did not 
recollect that either liimself bt, his brothers had any ailment, 
excepting the sTnall-piox; whish ehdbd favourably with them 
all. He was then an infant. His face was perfectly smooth. 

4. Was liis musmilar streng^ greater or less than that of oIIku- 
in eii at his time of life ? 

Though his muscles were pretty firm, I do not think they were 
so full or plump as those of most other men. Ho had, however, 
by his own declaration, carried a load of three hundred weight 
of flour in France, and marched foirrteen leagues in a day. 

5. Was he dull or intelligent ? , - 

He could neither read hor wfite, but was very intelligent and 
cctnversablcf and could’^ve a distinct and consistent answer to 
any question pat tb liim.v I have put a variety at differciit times, 
and in different shai)eSji’ tending to throw ah the liglit possible 
(ui his history, and never fptjnd that hO varied ; so that 1 am 
inclined to believe tfiait.hbbdhered tp truth. 

C. Under what circumstance .did his voyaaons disposition 
first come on? „ 


It came on at the ago of thirteen, iis lias' bbbh, already stated. 
He was .then in,.,:^¥iaej^ 6 &^;{Piai 8 sia 3 ^ of Tliion- 

vill(*; they were for prori.sion, 

'as ho foimd th|s>,<j<|id"'ri^, 6 uit hirn into the 

u. who pre- 

,iil(\l him^^'^rith.a melon, whiplf ?;he dfitpured, rind and 
all, and then an ifiiiifcnse quantity aritlj^ariety of other species 
(>f food, to the great-entertainment of that ofScer and his suite. 
From that time he preferred raw to dressed meat: and 
when he ate a modcirtite*quantity of what had been either 
roasted or boiled, he,threw it up immediately. AVliat is stated 
above, therefore, respecting his never vomiting, is not to be 
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, nnderylood litendly, Init iinjiorts laoi’i'l}' that those tilings 
wliidi are must nauseous to otliers liad do effect upon Ids 
stoiuacli. 

TLen*. is uothing farther to remark fftit that after the attested 
narrative was drawn ^iipp he repeatedly ind'ulged hiiuse-lf iu 
till' cruel ]‘eiia,sts before dcscrihedgdeV’Ounng tlio whole animal, 
except the skin, bones, and bowels: but. this was put a stop 
to, on account,of the scandal W^ich avus justly excited. 

Fn coji.sidoriftg this case, it seeaais to afford some mattej-s foi' 
reHection, vdiich {ire not only objects of considerable novelty 
and curiosity, but interesting ,^d important^ by throwing light 
on the iwocess hy which the food is digested and disposed of. 

Monstro.sity anc[ disease, wliether in the structure of parts, 
or in tlie functions and appetites, illustrate particular jioinfs of 
111 *' juiimal economy, hy exhibiting them in certain ridations in 
n hich tlie.y arc not to he met witli in the common course, of 
nature. The power of the stomach,, in.so quickly dissoh ing, 
a.-siinilatiug, and disposing of the ahmeut in . ordinary cases, 
must strike every roffcctiiig ptwsah: >yith wondelrbut Die his¬ 
tory of this case affords a moj;e palpable proof, aind more cleai- 
coucojitiou of these processes, just as,Objects of sight lieconic 
nior(.i scuisible and striking wheh'viewed by a ma.ghifying glass, 
or when exhibited on a' larger scale.*■" 

I’lie facts here set forth tohd also to place in a strong ligiit 
the great importance of tke discharge by the skin, and to prove 
that it i.s hy thie-outlet, moro than’by the bowels,'that the ex- 
crementitious parts off^^the Jiliraent„aT0>ey^aited—tliat there 
is an admirable cori^'^ation established d^tweeii' the skin and 
tlio .stomach, by iitn^hs'of that ndhsto|,hf;|>aPt8 so observable 
and .so necessary to theofcher!ffiB6tiq»8,'of:^l|ea^inaleconoijiy - - 
and that the puiq>6^e of alitment is iuOfi/?h^6ly tbsadmhn.sh-j' to 
the growth and fopiliriof the body, but by'11^9 hulk, and pef;uli:u- 
stimulus to maintain th^ play of the organs .essential to life. 

From .such p, subject as this the heart naturally revolts, and 
we aie hap])y in clo.sing so disagreeable a biography. May 
..future rccord.s never he stained \nth, another so dot(!Stal)je a 
creature as Charles Domery—so appalling to every natural Jind 
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ei\ ilizwl feeling, so degrading tp the human character. Tlun-e, 
are, numerous instances (if voracity in existence, but none so 
revolting to humanity as this. 


Thomas Pat*r, 

iV/io died at the age of jgz Years. 

J N the year 1635, John Taylor, the water poet, published a 
]jamphlet, “The Olde, Olde, Very Olde Man ; or, The Age 
and liong Life of Thomas Pan’, the Sonne of John Parr, of 
Winnington, iji the Parish of AWerbury, in the County of 
Salopp (or Shropshire), who was born in the reign of Edward 
tlm TVth, and is now living in the Strand, being aged 15’j 
years and odd monthes. His manner of life and Cfiuversation 
in so long a pilgrimage; his marriages, and his bringing up to 
London about the end of September last, 1635.” 

From this scarce book, which is Almost the only work rtf 
authenticity that colitams any particulars conccniing, the vene¬ 
rable subject of this article, we shall present the reader A\dth a 
lew oxti-acts. 

“ The Eight Hon. Thomas Earl of Arundel and Suirev, Eai l 
Marshal of England, &c., being lately in Shropshire to visit 
some lands and manors, which his lordship holds’ in that county; 
or, for s(jmo other pcc^ions of iniportancc, the report of this 
aged nuin was eertined to his honour; who hearing of so re¬ 
markable a piece of antiquity, his lordsliip was pleased to see 
liiin, and in his- innate nobler and Christian piety, he took him 
into his charitable tuition and protection ; commanding a litter 
and two horses, (for the more easy carriage of a man so en¬ 
feebled and worn with age) to be provided for him ; also, that 
a daughter-in-law of hi^ (named Lucy) should likewise attend 
him, and have a horse for her oAvne nding with him ; and to 
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oht*(>r up tho old luau, and make liim merry; there was aii 
antique-laced felloAv, calleil .laftk, or John the Fool, Avith a 
Idgli and mighty no beard, that had also a horse foi* liis can-iage. 
Tliese all Avere to be brought out of the country to London, by 
easie jhiiirneys, the charges being alloAved by his lordship : and 
likcAvise one of his Ijonour’s owm serA'ants, named Ilrian Kelly, 
to ride on horseback witli them, and to attend and defray all 
manner of reckonings an<l expenses ; all AA'hich A\'as done accord¬ 
ingly as folloAA’eth. 

“ Winningt.on is a hamlet in the parish of Alderbury, near a 
place called the Welsh Poole, eight miles from ShreA^^sbul•y ; 
from Avhence he Avas can-ied to Wem, a toAvn of the earl’s 
aforesaid; and the next day to Sheffnal, (a manor house of 
his lordship’s) Avhere tlu^y likevv'ise stayed one night; from 
tSheflTnal they came to AV^olverhampton, and the next day to 
Brimicham, from thence to Covnmtry, and although Master 
Kelley had much to d(t to keep the peojde off: they pressed 
upon him, in all places Avhere he came,,yet at Ooventjy he Avas 
most opprest: for they came in such multitudes to see the old 
man, that' those Avho defended him Avci-e almost (piite tyred and 
spent, and the aged man in danger to haA'e been stifled ; and 
in a Avord, the rahhle Avere so unruly, that Biyan was in dnuht 
he should l)ring his charge no fuitlufi'; (so greedy are the vulgar 
to hearken to, or gaze after novelties.) 

“ The trouble being over, the next day they passed to Daveu- 
try, to Stony-stratford, to liedbum, and so to London, Avhere 
he is well entertained and accommodat(‘d Avith all things, having 
all the aforesaid attendants at the sole charge and cost of his 
lordship.” 

The above-mentioned Avriter then proceeds to inform us, in 
A-ers“, that “ Jolin Parr, (a man that liA'-ed hy husbandry) 

“ Begot this Thomas Parr, and bom was he 
The year of fourteen hundred, eighty tliree. 

And as his father’s living and his trade. 

Was plough and cart, scythe, sickle, hill, and spade, 

The harrow, mattock, flail, rake, fork, and go.'ui, 

And whip, and how to load and to imload: 
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• Old Tom. liath slicw’d himself the son of Jolm, 

And from his faiht'rs fuiAtion has not gone.” 

ITe lluMi coniiimes :— 

“ Tom Tarr hath lived, as by fccord appears, 

ISine months, one hundred fifty and two years. 

For hy records, and true certilicato, 

I'h'om Shropshire late, relations doth relate. 

That he lived Bcvontoen years with John his father. 

And eighteen with a master, which i gather 
To ho full thirty-live; his sire’.s decease 
Loft him four years’ possession of a lease; 

Which past, liOAvis I’orter, gentleman, did .tlun 
]'V)r twonly-onc years grant his lease ugen ; 

That lease exjiired, the son of Lewis, called John, 

I.et him the like lease, and that time being goni;, 

Then Hugh, the sou of John, (last named lieibre) 

For one and Uventy years, sold one lease moi o. 

And lastly, ho hath lield from Jolm, Hugh’s son, 

A lease for’s life these tifty years outaam ; 

And till old Thomas Parr to earth again 
llelurn, the last lease must his own vcnitiiu.” 

Jdlin Ta^'lur thou relates the following curious luieodolt' of 
Old Farr’s craft in endeavouring to over-reach his landlord. 

•• IIis three leases of sixty-three years Iteing ox])ired, In* took 
liis last lease of his landlord? (oneJMastor Jolm Porter) for his 
life, with which haise he hath lived more than tifty years; *l)ut 
this old man would (for Ids wife’s sake,) renew his leaser fur 
years, which his landlord would not consent unto ; wlnu’efore 
old Farr, (having been long blind) sitting in his chair hy the 
tire, Ids wife looked out of the ^window, and })ercei\'ed Master 
Jhln ard Fort(!r, son of his Landlord, to c^ome toAvanhs tludr 
lioAise, Avhicli she told lier husband; saying, ‘husband, our 
young landlord is coming hither.' ‘ Is he so ]’ said old Pan-, 

‘ 1 pi-ilhce, wife, lay a pin on tlie ground near my foot, or at 
my right toe,’ which she did, and-when'Master Porter, (yet 
forty years old) was come into the liousc, after salutations 
between them, tlio old man said, ‘wife, is not tliat a in’n Avhieh 
lies at my foot ‘ Truly, husband,’ quoth she, ‘ it is a }>in 
indeed,’ so she took up the pin, and Master Porter was half in 
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a maze that the old man had recovcn'e-d his sight again ; l)iii it 
was quickly found to ho a wittV conceit, tlierehy to hn,ve ihou 
su])])u.s(* liini to ho moro lively than ho was, la-cause. ho Inqu^d 
to have his leasi' renewed for Jiis wife’s sake, as aioresaid.” 

With rcs])ect to his matrimonial connexions, Taylor says 


“ A tedious time a bachelor ho tarried, 

Full eighty years of age. before he married: 

His continenoo to question I’ll not call, 

Man’s frailty’s weak, and oft to slijj and fall, 
hio doubt but he in fourscore years doth find, 

In Halop’s countiy, females fair and kind: 

Hut what have 1 to do with that ? let pass— 

At the age aforesaid he first married was 

I'o Jane, John Taylor’s daughter; and ’tis said, 

That she, (before he had her) was a maid. 

With her he lived years threo times ten and two, 
And then she died (as all good wives will do). 
Slio dead, he ten years did a widower stay, 

Then onco more ventured in the wedlock way: 
And in afieotion to his first wife Jane, 

Ho took another of that name again: 

(With wliora ho now doth live) she was a widow 
To (me named Anthony (and surnamed Adda) 
She was (as by report it doth api)ear) 

Of Gillsctt’s parish, in, Montgomeryshire, 

The daughter of John Floyde (corruptly Flood) 
Of ancient house, and gentle Cambrian blood.” 


Of Tlnmiaa Pair’s issue, the same writer says, in plain pro.s(.f. 
“ Tic hath had two children by his first wife, a son, and a 
daughter; th(‘ boy’s name av;xs John, and lived but t<;n w(;eks, 
tin' girl Avas named Joan, and she lived but three wccdcs.” 

A story of an intrigue for Avhich Old Thomas was chastised 
by the chui'ch, is thus versified by ’f’aylor:— 

In’s first wife’s time. 

He frailly, foully, fell into a crime, 

Which richer, poorer, older men, and younger, 

More base, more noble, Aveaker men, and stronger 

Have fall’n into,-:- 

for from the emperor to the russet clown, 

All states, each sex, from cottage to the crown, 

I lave in all agea since the first creation, 

I’.cen foil’d, and overthrown with love’s temptation; 
fSo Avas Old Thomas, for he chanced to spy 
A beauty, and Ioa’o entered at his eye; 
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Whose powerful motion drew on sweet consent, 

'(lonsent drew action, actign drew content; 

But when the period of those joys were past. 

Those sweet delights were sourly sauced at lust. 

Fair Katharin Milton was this beauty bright, 

(Fair like an angel, but in weight too light) 

VVhose fervent feature did inilame so far, 

The ardent fervor of old Thomas Parr, 

That for law’s satisfaction, ’twas thought meet, 
lie should be purged, by standing in a sheet; 

Which aged fhc) one hundred and live year, 

In Alberbury’s parish church did wear. 

Should all that so offend such pennaunc6 do, 

Oh, wliat a price would linen rise unto! 

All would bo turned to sheets; our shirts and smocks, 

Our table linen, very porters’ frocks, 

Would hai’dly ’scape transforming.” 

Mr. Grainger, in las Biographical History of England, says 
that “ at a hundred and tAventy he married Catherine Miltnn, 
his secolid tvife, tvhom lie got with child; and was, after that 
ora of his life, employed in thrashing and other husbandry 
Avork. Wlum he was about a hundred and fifty-tAvo years of 
age, he Avas brought U]) to Loudon by Thomas, Earl of Arundel, 
and canied to court. The King (Charles I.) said to him, ‘ You 
have lived longer than any other men ; what haA’o you done 
more than other men ? ’ He replied, ‘ I did penance Avheii 1 
Avas a hundred years old.’ ” 

The concluding scene of Old Parr’s life is thus described by 
Taylor 

“-His limbs their strength have left. 

His teeth all gone (but one) his sight bereft. 

His sinews shrimk, his blood most chill and cold, 

Small solace, imperfections manifold : 

Yet still his spirits possess his mortal trunk, 

I^or are hia senses in his ruins shrunk; 

But that his hearing’s quick, his stomach good, 

He’ll feed well, sleep well, well digest his food. 

He will speak heartily, laugh and be merry; 

Drink ale, and now and then a cup of cherry; 

Loves company, and understanding talk, 

And on both sides held up, will sometimes walk. 

And, though old age his face with wrinkles hll, 

He hath been handsome, and is comely still; 
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Well-faced ; and though his beard not oft corrected, 

Yet neat it grows, not like a heard neglected.” 

John Taylor concludos liis account of this wonderful old man, 
by saying, “ that it appears he hath out-lived the most part oi' 
the people near there (meaning Alderbury) thre(i times over.” 

Old Parr did not long survive his removal to the metropolis 
where he died on the IHth (»f November, Ki.'tr), and "was buried 
in Westminster Abbey. It is conceived that the change of air 
and diet, together with the trouble of numerous visitojs, iiinst 
have accclerate.d his death. 

The portrait which accompanies this account is from a like- 
ne.ss taken by the illustrious painter Rubens, who saw Parr 
when he was above 140 years of age, and jiainted him. 


Thomas Hudson, 

Ecmarkablc for his Misfortunes, 

H udson was a native of Leeds in Yorkshire ; and in the 
earlier part of his life, filled a respectable situation as 
clerk in a government office in London : while; in this employ- 
mcuit, he came into possession of a considerable fortune by the 
death c)f an aunt; upon which, he retinnl into Staftbrdshire, 
when; he remained for some ycai-s, in the enjoyment of (;very 
earthly hap]»iness ; till unfortunately he became a jmrty to tlu' 
celebrated South Sea scheme; and so sanguine was he of suc- 
e(;ss, that he ventured the whole of his fortune in that disastrous 
l>roject. 

hlisfortune now became his intimate companion—^the news 
of the failure of his darling scheme arrived at the time when 
he had to witness the decease of an affectionate ^vife. These 
severe reverses were too much for him: he left his favourite 
residence in a state of bankniptcy, and made the best of his 
way to London. From this period he became in a manner 
insane; and Tom of Ten Tliousand (as he used to call himself) 
was like Poor Joc—all alone! • 

The pcculiaritv of his dress and the deformity of his figm e 
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y,ttr.ack‘(l particular notice : wrapped in a mg, and supported 
by a crutcli, without (;ither sIkH'S or atocliings, did this poor 
ereatiirc pcraiubiilate, even in the coldest weatlier, thc'tields 
about Chelsea, craving assistance. Sterne says, with innch 
truth and feeding, that 

“ The Lord tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.” 

TiOt,us hope, therefore, that the chilling blasts of wint(’r wei-e 
rendered as congenial to poor Hudson as the balmy breezes of 
a summer’s day. 

Aft(;r many years of misery, death took this “ sou of mis¬ 
fortune” from his earthly troubles, in the year 17G7, at a very 
advanced age. 


Claude Ambroise Seurat, 

The Living Skeleton. 

C LAUDE AMBROISE SEURAT, better denown by the 
title of “ The. lAvinejSheldon*' was undoubtedly thegn'at- 
est natural wonder of the period in wjiich he lived. He was born 
at Troyes, in the department of Champaigne, on the lOtli of 
April, 1797, and when exhibited to the public in England, 
where he excited universal astonklunentj was just twenty-eight 
years of age. His parents were respectable hut poor, and un¬ 
like their son they both possessed a good constitution, and 
enjoyed robust health. At his birth there wjis nothing in his 
appt'arance that indicated disease, but in proportion as be grew 
in size, bis flesh gradually wasted away. This remarkable decay 
continued till he arrived at manhood, when he attained liis 
full stature, and his frame assumed the identical skeleton form 
which it over afterwards retained. In France his case excited 
great interest, and he was deemed quite a lums mtum. Many 
proposals were made to his father for the purchase of the body 
of his son, in the event of his demise, but they were uniformly 
rejected. A medical gentlomiui of Burgundy indeed offered a 
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c(irl& hlanclie, which the parcn^, with feelings highly honourable 
to himself, alsf) refused, stating his determination that in the 
event of his son’s death, he should be peaceably consigned to 
the cemetery of his native city. Wliile at itouen, no less than 
fifteen hundred persons flocked in one day to see Seurat on his 
way to England. 

It was in 1825 that he arrived in the British metropolis. 
Numerous descriptions of him appeared in the journals of the 
day. rerhai)S the most graphic of the whole was that which 
Mr. Hone jmblished in his Every Day Book, one of the most 
ingenious works of the time, full of curious, in.structive, and 
annisiiig information, and now a universal library companion. 
A portion of his description we shall proceed to quote. “It 
was on the first day of Seurat’s exhibition,” says Mr. ITono, 
“that! first visited him. This was on Tuesday the 9th of 
August. I was at the ‘ Chinese Saloon,’ before the doors were 
ojiened, and was the first of the public admitted, followed by 
my friend, an artist, for the purpose of taking drawings. 
(Seurat was not quite ready to appear; in the meantime, anotlier 
visitor or two arrived, and after exainiriing the canopy, and 
other arrangements, my attention was directed to the Chinescj 
papering of the room, while Seurat had silently opened the 
curtains that concealed him, and stood motionless’ toward the 
front of the platform, as he is represented in the engraving. 
On turning round, I was instantly riveted by his amazing 
emaciation; he seemed another ‘ Lazarus, come forth’ without 
his grave-clothes, and for a moment I was too consternated to 
observe more than his general appearance. My eye then first 
caught the arm as the most remarkable limb j from the shoulder 
to the elbow it is like an ivory German flute somewhat deep¬ 
ened in colour by age; it is not larger, and the skin is of that 
hue, and, not having a- trace of muscle, it is as perfect a cylinder 
as a writing rule. Amazed by the wasted limbs, I was .still 
more amazed by the extraordinary depression of the chc.st. 
Its indentation is similar to that which an over-cai’cful mother 
makes in the pillowed surface of an infant’s bed for its rcjpoee. 
Nature has here inverted her own order, and turned the convex 

24-t2 
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inwards, while the nobler organs* obedient to her will, maintain 
life by the gentle exercise of their wonted functions in a lower 
region. Below the ribs, the trunk so immediately curves in, 
that the red band of the silk covering, though it is only loosely 
placed, seems a tourniquet to constrict the bowels within their 
prison-house, and the hip-bones, being of their natural size, the 
waist is like a wasp’s. By this part of the frame we are re¬ 
minded of some descriptions of the abstemious and Bedouin 
Arab of the desert, in whom it is said the abdomen seems to 
cling to the vertebrie. If the integument of the bowels can be 
called flesh, it is the only flesh on the body: for it seems to 
have wholly shrunk from the limbs; and where the muscles 
that have not wholly disappeared remain, they arc also shrank. 
Ho wears shoes to keep cold from his feet, which are not other¬ 
wise shaped than those of people who have been accustomed to 
wear tight shoes j his instep is good, and by no means so flat 
as in the generality of tavern waiters. His legs are not more 
ill-shaped than in extremely thin or much wasted persons; the 
right leg, which is somewhat larger than the left, is not less 
than were the legs of the late Mr. Suett, the comedian. On 
this point, without a private knowledge of Mr. Liston, I would 
publicly appeal to that gentleman, whom I saw there, accom¬ 
panied by Mr. Jones. Mr. Liston doubtless remembers Suett, 
and I think he will never forget Seurat, at whom he looked 
‘ unutterable things’ as if he had been about to say ‘ prodigious!’ 

“ Seurat’s head and body convey a sentiment of anthesis. 
When the sight is fixed on his face alone, there is nothing there 
to denote that he varies from other men. I examined him 
closely and frequently, felt him on different parts of the body, 
and not. speaking his language, put questions to him through 
others, which he readily answered. His head has been shaved, 
yet* a little hair left on the upper part of the neck, shows it to 
be black, and he wears a wig of that colour. His strong black 
beard is perceptible, although clean shaved. His complexion 
is swarthy, and his features are good, without the emaciation 
of which his body partakes; the cheek-bones are high, and the 
eyes are dark brown, approaching to black. They are repre- 
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sented as heavy and dull, and denote little mental capacity ; 
but, perhaps, a ■watchful observer, who made pertinent inquiries 
of him in a proper manner, would remark otherwise. His fea¬ 
tures are flexible, and therefore capable of great animation, 
and his forehead indicates capacity. On any other than a 
common-place question, he elevates his head to an ordinary 
position, answers immediately and with precision, and dis¬ 
courses rationally and sensibly; more sensibly than some- in 
the room, who put childish questions about him to the attend¬ 
ants, and express silly opinions as to his physical and mental 
.structure and abilities, and call him ‘ a shocking creature.’ 
There is nothing shocking either in his mind or his face. His 
countenance has an air of melancholy, but he expresses no feeling 
of th(j kind ; and his voice is pleasing, deep-toned, and gentle.” 

Such was the celebrated living Skeleton seen by Mr. Hone 
and the thousands whom curiosity led tp behold so remarkable 
a being. By his exhibition in this country he realized a little 
fortune with which he immediately retired to his native place, 
hut did not live long to enjoy it. 


George Romondo, 

An Eccentric Mimic. 

G eorge romondo, or Raymondo, attracted the notice 
of many by the singularity of his figure and dress. He 
was about three feet six inches in height. He had a large hat, 
cocked before and hanging do'wn behind, like those commonly 
worn by coal-heavers. He was seldom seen except holding the 
skirts of his long coat behind liim, lest they should be entangled 
•with his feet. Each of hid l§gs and thighs formed a large seg¬ 
ment of a circle. When to this is added his peculiar physiog¬ 
nomy—^for an idea of which we refer to the plate—the w4io]e 
formed such an extraordinary figure as no person could pass 
without a second look. 

Raymondo was a native of Lisbon, where he was bom about 
the year 17G5, of Jewish parents. He possessed a very acute 
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nar, and Bucli a voi(:(' lliai w:ls scarci'-ly any kind of Bound 
wJiioli ]io Avas not oapahlt^ of imitating. lie not only gavo tlio 
tonos of the, tnnn]t( t, llu* Imni, the violin, tlio drum, tlu' bag- 
jjipo, and otlior in! 5 Lniinont.s but lie modulated liis powers to 
the Imiying ofa.'^se.s, the grunting of liog.s, the barking of dogs, 
and the, .sounds emitted by almost every kind of animal. He 
al.so jx'rfectly imitated the harsh noise produced by the sawing 
of wood, and other o])erations. Tlie.se sound.s he made witli 
the, a,s.si,stance of hi.s hand plactul against a wall or wain.seot, 
whence he wi.shed to p(!rsuade tho.se who were ignorant of hi.s 
t.ileiits that the noi.se proceeded. 

d'lie ]) 0 .s.session of thi.s extraordinary fai ulty recommended 
him to the, notice, of a, craft.y Italian, who persuaded Kajunomlo 
to acconip.any liim to England, "where the jiatronage of a gene¬ 
rous ]mhlie was c'ver ready to reward talent of every de.scriptiou, 
and where lu^ flattered liiin with the hope of spi'.edily aeipiiring 
a fortune. .He ('xliibited his juiwers in the nudropolis and in 
other jilaces, Tlu' .Italian was at first a considerable gainer by 
his jKTformanccs, poor J’ayniondo receiving only a ^nall daily 
.st ijieml for his exertions ; Imt, the music not jierfcctly according 
with the ears of those who had the most money to .spmid, tlio 
speculation failed, and the iirojector turned our hero adrift to 
jirovide for himself. 

lli'ing far from his native country and friends, and having no 
ho])!* of a new' engugenient, ho was at fir.st under .some embar¬ 
rassment how to jiroceed. Ills ingenuity, however, soon fur- 
uisluHl him with an expedient for supplying hi.s noee.s.sitio.s. 

1 le entered a publie houso unnoticed, and, with the tremendous 
ro.'iring of a lion, threw tho company into the utmost alarm. 
Erom ililfi, however, they soon recovered, on discovering tho 
grotosipie figure of liayinondo, with whom they were soon so 
highly lielighted, that a subscription "was set on fbot for hi.s 
beiu'fit; and the. recollection of the treacherous Italian ivas 
soon etlaced from his mind. 

, The success of this' experiment determined him to proceed in 
tlib same career, and he afterwards made a practice of visiting 
the publi,. houses in obscure streets in the evening, where he 
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contrived, by the exhibition of' Jiistalentls, to obtain a tolerable 
subsistence. At Lartholoiiieu'Fair, in 1804, ho condescended 
to take his station before one of the booths, where, -with his 
nsiuil good humour, he invited tht) gay visitors to enter and. 
witness the oxlraovdinary exhibition within. . 

It/iyniondo, in ins character and disposition, was perfectly 
lianuless and inoffensive. His placid disposition was (lisjdayiul 
in his countenance, for he was seldom to be seen without a 
smile upon his face, particularly when he met females; and lui 
declared that he “ was sure the ladies must see soniethiug iu 
luTu that pleased them, otherwise he should not be blessed with 
their looks.” 

His ])rineipal ramble during the day was from the Hnymarket 
to Duke’s I’lacc. 


Francis Trovillou, 

The Horned Man. 

T N the year 1598 a horned man was exliibited for a siiow, at 
Paris, two months successively, and from thence carried to 
Oi lcans, where ho died soon after. His name was Francis 
Trovillou,® of whom Fabritius, in his Chinirgical Observations, 
gives the following description :—“ He was of a middle stature, 
a full body, bald, except in the hinder part of the he-ad, which 
had a few hairs upon it j his temper was morose, and liis de¬ 
meanour altogether rustic. He was bom in a little village called 
Mezi6res, and bred up in the woods amongst .the charcoal men. 
About the seventh year of his age he began to have a swelling 
in his forehead, so that in the course of about ten year's ho 
had a honi there as big as a man’s finger-end, which after¬ 
wards did admit of that growth and increase, that when ho 
came to be thhty-fivo years old this horn had both tho big¬ 
ness and resemblance of a ram’s horn. It grew u])on the midst 
of his forehead, and then bended backward as far as the coronal 
suture, where the other end of it did sometimes so stick in tho 
* Variously spelt Trouillr, Trou 'dUy and Trovillu. 
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8\in tluit, to avoid much pain, he was constrained to cut off 
som(^ part of the end of it. Wl»ther this horn had its roots 
in the skin or forehead, I know not; hut probably, being of 
that W(uglit and bigness, it grow from the skull itself. Nor am 
1 certain whether this man had any of those teeth which we 
call grinders. It was during this man’s public exi>o,surc in 
Pm*is, (saith Urstitious), in 151)8, that I, in company with Dr. 
Jacobus Faeschius, the public Professor of Basil, and J\Ir. 
.1 oannes Eckensteiiius, did see and handle this horn,” 


Samuel McDonald, 

Commonly called “ Big Sami’ 

O AMUEL M‘DONALD, better known in Scotland by the 
name of “ Big Sam,” from his immense bulk, was born in 
the parish of Lairg, Suthorlandshire, and during the latter part 
of the American war, was a private in the Sutherland Fencibles. 
lie afterwards entered the Royals, in which regiment he became 
fugleman. It was while in this situation that he atti-acted the. 
notice of the Prince of Wales, (afterwards George the Fourth.) 
who madj- him lodge-porter at, Carlton House. Having held 
this oftice about two years, ho gave in his jesignation, and 
again entered the Sutherland Fencibles, in which he was no\\- 
appijinted a sergeant. 

Sam was six feet ten inches high, measured four feet round 
the chest, and was stout and muscular in proportion. He had 
also an exceedingly clear and sonorous voice. With these 
physical properties, lie was bland in his manner and deport¬ 
ment, and extremely good-natured. As a drill sergeant, Chere- 
fon', he was unrivalled; and consetpiently was very often 
eipployed in that capacity. In this position, however, as well 
IIS several others of a military nature, he acquitted himself so 
as to obtain general esteem. In consequence of his great 
height, he always marched at the head of the regiment when 
in eiiuimii, and on these occasions his appearance was rendered 
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more striking by bis being accompanied by a nioimtain (b'er of 
a siije corresponding nearly Vitli his own. Rome extraordinary 
anecdotes are told of this Scottish Hercules, as he was usually 
called in England, but they generally savour of the marvellous. 
The following, which we extract from “ Kay’s Edinbmgh I’or- 
traits,” are giA'eu as authentic by the ingenious author of that 
amusing work. 

When Ram n as in London, he was advised to show himsc'lf 
for money, but he .spunied this sugg('sti<m as tendijig to de¬ 
grade the Highland character. He so far acted upon it, liow- 
as to (Irc^.ss in female attire, and advertise, as “ the remaik- 
ably tall woman.” By this expedient, or rather this comju-funist* 
lu'tween his honour and his desire of gain, he became so u ell 
furnished with cash that his ex])enditure attracted tlui notice 
of his colonel, who was curious to ascertain from what .source 
he obtained his .supplio.s. Sam, on being interrogated, candidly 
acknowledged the fact at once, and thus the secnd transpireil. 

While ill the service of the Pi-ince of AV^d(iS, lui was once 
])ei-.suadod, at the )-equest of his Ivoy'al IlighiK'ss, to !i))|»eai‘ on 
I lie .stage. It Wits in the dramatic (‘ntertainnieiit of “Cynion 
and Ijihigenia,” v liich was performed at the Opera-housi* in tlie 
Jlaymarket, tluui oceiipied hy the Druiy Lane, comjtany. 'I'lie 
character repre.sented hy Sam was'the ap])ropriate one, of 
ITercuUs. How he acquitted himself is not recorded, hut u 
may pre.sume that he came off with no very great trhd, as he 
never appeared again. It is probable that thi.s, and also some 
other tasks of even a less agreeable dcscri])tiou, iiiduce,d him 
to leave his Iloyal Highness’s service. 

Numerous anecdotes are told of Sam’s great strength, .some- 
of which are also no doubt ai»ociyplial. But the one we are 
about to jvlato may he relied on. Ho was one day < hallengi‘(l 
by two soldiers of his oivn regiment, on the. iimhustaiiding 
that he Ava.s to fight both at once. Sam reluctantly agrei d, 
but said, as he had no quarrel with them, he should like. t(» 
shake, hands with them before they began. One of them in¬ 
stantly hehl out his hand, which Sam scize.d.; hut instead of 
giving it the friendly shake expected, he u.sed it as a b'vci' to 
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rnisf'/its owner irora Iho f'round, when he swung liim round as 
lit; would ;i oat hy the tail, and IhrAv him to a great distance. 
"I’lic, otlici- oouihataiit, not admiring this preliminary prooi'ss, 
iiiiiiieiliately took to his lipels. On another occasion, in the 
harraok-roojii, one of the men requested him to hand doAvn a 
loaf from a slu'lf, which was beyond his own reach. Sam iin- 
nicdiately caught the man-hy the neck in jest, and holding 
him up at arm’s length, said, “There, take it down yourself.” 
Til- ilii-tl, uni\’crsally regretted, wliile with the regiment at 
< liu-riiscy, iu the year 1802. 


Miss Harvey, 

77//’ Bi'autifnl Albinrss. 

'^TTIS highly iiiti-resting and pleasing phenomenon in nature, 
'*• was horn at a town in Esse.v, witliin forty miles of Lon¬ 
don, ol‘ English par<‘uts of the name, of Harvey. They were 
poople who W(n'(‘ remaikahh; hy no peciiliar kind of complexion, 
hut -wi'i'e of that oi’diuary colour, so ntitural to the English, 
whicli i.> neither fair nor dark, though rather inclined to the; 
latter. 'I’hey had six children ; three of whom inlmrited the 
saiiu’ eomph-xion as their jiarents, and tw'o, who died e.arly, 
])ivseute(l the same extraojdinary appearance, and possossi-d 
Ihe smut’ coloured skin, hair, and eyes as the subject of our 
n:^•ra.ti^ e. 

'rim tint of Jli-ss liar\ (;y’s skin was diilicately fair, with a 
niodorate portion of colour; but her hair was most wonderful: 
i! was oi’ the e.vquisite very pale straw colour of the silkworm’s 
silk, as lirst spun by that miraculous production ol' nature, and 
of till- -inme line glo.-^sy texture. Her eyes were about a shade 
lighu-r (Juui ail Indian pink, a mixture of rose-colour and lilac ; 
th.?y weiv very exju'c’.ssive, and tbongh- her eyelashes and eye¬ 
brow's -were (piite white, her coiuiteuanco -was strikingly ani¬ 
mated. Her fine, long, clean hair was as pleasant to the touch 
as to Uk eye, and was kept so by Ireipieiit immersion in warm 
A\ ater. us she never used either a comb or brush. Her manners 
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worr ploasir^e; niul A'^cll-ltn'd, Imr voice Kweet, and she sang willi 
taste tlionuii liev vocal tahafts had not heeii much cultivahid. 

There was a delicacy and modest animation in her demeanour 
which rcndcri'd her truly interesting. Her conversation was 
fiiu.'iit and agrcc-ahie, ajid she possessed a ha])py art of warding 
off and rc])rcssiiigim]>ejiinent remarks, witliont heing impolite;, 
Avliilo sh(‘ yc't maintained a proper feminine dignity. In spile, 
liowevcj', of all this, it seems that a moh at Glasgow Fair w'ere 
o'lce so little atfeeted Avith her beauty, that they turned her out 
ot her booth, as they turned out also a showful of wild beasts. 

A pregnant female was once attracted by (airiosity to go and 
se(; this beautiful phenomenon, and it is relat(;d that she Avas 
dtilivered soon after of a daughter, Avhose eyes Armn of the 
same; pink colour, and Avlioso hair grew long and silky Like that 
of the Albiness. 


Sam House, 

The Patriotic Publican. 

T he life of this “Liberty Boy” presents perhaps one of the 
brightest exam])les of j>olitical integrity on record. 
Tfis zeal in the cause of Mr. Fox Avas purely disinterested and 
unconquerable: it Avas “ attachment never to be Aveane.d, <»r 
changed by any change of fortune : fidelity, that neither bribe 
nor threat could move, or warp;” and although only a publi¬ 
can, so great was his interest, and so persevering his exertions, 
that he was considered the princijial cause of retumiug his 
friend to Parliament for Westminster, in the ever mcunorable 
contest between Fox, Hood, and Sir Cecil Wray. 

Assisted only by a ,slond(;r education, at the usual age, he 
Avas aj)prenticed to the late Mr. Pcavy, house cooper. Bain- 
bridge Street, St. Giles’s; but his master being enjel in his dis¬ 
position, he soon left his service ; and at the age of eightBcm, 
he Avas thrown on his own resources for a livelihood. It Avas 
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tli(^ ill usage he rectuATd while with his master, that probably 
made him the imi)iacable enemyjto tyranny and oppression, 
that he continued to show himself through the future period of 
his life. 

His active, industrious habits soon procured him a situation ; 
for wc find liim housc-coo]>er at the Peacock brewbouse, White- 
cross Street; then at Mr. Green’s brewhouse at Pimlico ; a fter¬ 
wards a broad cooper at Mason’s broAvhouse, St. Giles’s, and at 
Camberton’s, at Hampstead : by his industry at these, places, 
he acquired money enough to take a public-house, at the corner 
(if Peter Street, Wardour Street, Soho, called the Gravel Pits, 
which he soon afterwards changed to the “Intnqnd Fox, or 
tlie Cap of Liberty he was then twenty-five years of age. 

About this ])eriod he rendered himself the subject of general 
coin'»‘rsation for some time, by undertaking, for a considerable 
wage.r, to leap off Westminster Bridge into the river Thames. 
This he engaged to do against any Newfoundland dog that 
should be brooght. 

At the time appointed, Sam and liis friends made tludr 
jqipejirance ; having reached the top of the bridge, a circle was 
formed for the, adventurer to undress, which being dom*, he 
got ui)on the l)alusti ad('s i>f the centre arch, and with the most 
a])pareint indifference, threw himself into tin* river and swam 
on shore, without receiving the, least injury. 

This .singular feat of activity, by every one thought impos¬ 
sible, without occasioning immediate death, rendered him a 
po])ular character, and filled his house with customers. Sam, 
not insensible to public approbation, now* considered hiniself of 
some consequence, though in the humble, station of a publican 

In the year 1763, he commenced politician, and took a very 
active part in suppori’t of Mr. Wilke.s. 

During this violent struggle, Sam sold his beer .at threepence 
i\ pop, in honour of Wilkes, then the champion of freedom ; 
and at his ow'ii expense gave entertainments to his neighbours, 
and others, who he thought were friends to the same cause, 
it is said his exertions in the election for Middlesex, on the 
side* of the popular candidate, did not cost him less than X500. 
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H(i rentlered liimself no less conspicuous for his attachment 
to what he called liberty, tlmi for his j)ersoual oddities, parti¬ 
cularly in his dress, which M'as not only singular, - but laugh¬ 
ably ridiculous. 

IIis person was not tall, but of tlie middling size, he was 
•well made, stout, and active. 3^is head was quite bald, with¬ 
out the appearance of hair, never having much in his youth; 
without hat or wig. If he wore a hat, which was seldom, it 
had a •\'cry broad brim. It may literally be said, he had not a 
coat to his >)ack, for he was not seen wearing a coat for nearly 
thirty years—a black waistcoat, with sleeves, was its substi¬ 
tute j he Avas always clean in his linen, which was of the best 
kind, but never bu^itoned his shirt at the collar; his breeches 
were of tlie same sort and colour as the waistcoat, and open at 
the knees; silk stockings of the best sort, either white or mot¬ 
tled, decorated his legs, which were deemed handsome by the 
ladies; but ho frequently went without stockings, and either 
Avith or Arithout, wore a neat pair of black slippers. 

Sam’s great foible was swearing; indeed, he had so habitu¬ 
ated himself to that disgraceful practice, that he could not ex¬ 
press himself without it: it Avas, he said, the only language he 
understood: had he been blessed Avitli a better education it 
would probably have been otherAvise. At one of the monthly 
meetings of the Electors of Westminster, at the Shakspeare, 
the Duke of Rutland intimated a desire to speak to House. He 
was accordingly called towards the table where his Grace sat, 
who addressed him by asking, if he could not converse with¬ 
out SAvearing. His reply was, “ Damn your eyes, would you 
have a man speak in any other language but what he is master 
of?” This answer was final, and prevented a conference be¬ 
tween two great men, hia Grace and Sam House. . 

Sam (in imitation, it is supposed, of his old bottle companion 
and intimate acquaintance, Mr. Thomas, who lived at’Hop- 
wood’s, near the King’s Bench, and who, for a long time, made 
use of his coffin as a comer cupboard, which he kept well stored 
Avith rum and brandy, to be drank at his death,)—ordered a 
coffin to be made of wicker. The men whb were employed on 
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this occasion living at Sam’s (expense, and tvisliing to make the 
j(,)1) last till tlioy got anotlior, -vvor^i very backward in construct¬ 
ing tin; lid. Sam discovering this, and his patience being quite 
(exhausted, one, day, when they were drinlving as usual, he ex¬ 
claimed, “ Get out of my house, ye resurrection rascals; I’ll be 
damned if you have me yetand dragging the colfin from 
under the bed, cut it in pieces, and threw it on the fire. 

With regard to the political sentiments of Sam House, he 
was uniform in support of the rights of the people, in opposi¬ 
tion to the inlluence of the crown. At the election for West¬ 
minster in the year 1780, when the contest was violent hctw(;en 
Lord Lincoln, supported by the court, and Mr. Fox, sui)ported 
])y the people, he exmted oveiy nerve in favour of the latter, 
and erected the standard of liberty at his own expense, for the 
sous of freedom to negate themselves with beef, beer, <fec, 
Diirbig the poll he headed a considerable number of electoi's 
(>voi'y day to the hustings, who gavo their suffrages to M)\ Fox. 

J lis exertions in the cause of his friend were again conspi¬ 
cuous during the memorable contest for Westminster between 
Fox, Hood, and Wray. 

Wlieii tendering his vote for Fox, at the hustings, h(5 Avas 
asked bis trade; “I am,” said he, “a publican, and a re¬ 
publican.” 

At a dinner of the friends of Mr. Fox, at the Shakspeavc 
Tavern, Covent Garden, amongst other toasts, a gentleman 
}>roposed to give Sam House. On which Mr. B 3 aig said he 
wa.s exceedingly happy in the opportunity of expressing Ms 
hearty concurrence, in paying respect to a man who had, on 
many occasions, distinguished himself as a warm friend to 
liberty. He begged leave, he said, to mention an instance of 
genuine and disinterested patriotism, wMch he could relate 
from his own knowledge, a circumstance that would have done 
hUnour to the first character in this country. Sam, observing 
that the influence of the Court would, if possible, prevent the 
electors of Westminster from havingrthe man of their choice, 
wuthout any solicitation opened his house. The friends of Mr. 
Fox, seeing the profusion of Sam, were afraid that through Ms 
uncommon zeal in the cause of freedom he Avould injure him- 



mr. PA TRIQTIC PrPLTCAN. 383 

self, ancl detcruiined. to make liim a rccoiupence; but kiunviug 
liis greatness of snnl and independent spirit, the difficulty Avas, 
to do it in suck a way as *not to hurt his feelings, ll. was 
therefore agreed that a quantity of beer and spirits should b(i 
sent him, to supply what he had given away. Mr. Byng and 
some other friends waited uj)on Sam, and acquainted him with 
this resolution ; when, said Mr. Byrig, what do yon think muus 
his answer; (with the calmness of a philosopher, and an ex- 
j^ressivc look of disdain, considering it an insult to oiler him a 
rccoinpeiice), “ You may he, dammdP 

Sam’s favourite candidate having obtained a groat majority 
at the final close of the poll, ho considered this as a coinj)lct(; 
victory over power, influence, and' oppression, which gav(! him 
great satisfaction. All his anxiety, labour, and fatigue during 
this contest, in the congratulations of Ins friends on the ha])py 
issue of the business, melted away like snow before the sun, 
and his cares were absorbed in the flowing bowl. 

Though of a strong constitution, yet as neither strength, 
\visdom, nor courage can guard against' accidents which may 
prove fatal, Sam got cold at the time of the election, which 
was followed by an inflammation in his bowels, attended with 
the most dangerous symptoms, till nature, unable to re.sist tbe 
force of a complication of disorders, gave v/ay to the all-con¬ 
quering power of death. On the 25th of April, 1785. 

A few hours before his death, Sir John Elliot infoniicd Mr. 
Fox of liis dtmgerous situation. Mr. Fox immediately went to 
see him, and sat by his bed-sid(i a considerable time. When In; 
was gone, Sam expressed great pleasure in haying seen his 
friend, the champion of freedom, and said that Mr. Fox took 
him by the hand, treated him with gteat tenderness, and 
hoped ho should see him better when he called tigain. In 
half an hour poor Sam changed, and entirely lost Iiis spe(;ch, 
and about six hours ^ter breathed liis last,- in the sixtieth year 
of Ins age. 

The deatli of Sam House was soon spread abroad, and from his 
known eccentricity, people of all descriptions, and in consider¬ 
able numbers, went to see his corpse. It was intended at-first 
to limit this privilege only to his particular friends; the crowds, 
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ho\v<!vei‘, wm’, .so great on the following Monday, that it was 
found necc.ssary to throw open the doors for the admission 
of all that came without di.stiiu;tion ; and it is said, that u]>- 
wards of five hundred ])or.sons viewed the dead l)od 3 ^ The in¬ 
terest excited,. however, by his death was not to be allayed 
even by the. .sight of his mortal remains, for all were anxious to 
hci present at his funeral j the day and hour being api)ointed, 
was alino.st as quickly known ; and when that time arrived, 
which was to consign those remains to tlm silent tomb, the 
streets, and lanes near Wardour Street were lined with a motley 
ass('.ral)lage of men, women, and children. 

Sam’s funeral took place, on Friday evening, April 29, 1785, 
The jjroccssion moved slowly down Princes Street, tlie Hay- 
market, round Charing Cross, along the Strand, and up Bedford 
Stnjct, where it arrived at Covent Garden j to give additional 
solemnity to the scene, the proces.sion went round the church 
1 () the north gate ; after the funeral ceremonies were performed 
the body was deposited in the church-yard of St, Paul, by the 
side of his wife, who liad died about two years before him. 

The scene on this occasion was of a burlesque description 
little suited to the solemnity of the occa,sion, so that the last 
a(;t of his surviving friends, was as extraordinary as his cha¬ 
racter and conduct through life had been remarkable. A 
dnmkeu watchman of St, Ann’s, Soho, was engaged to per¬ 
sonate the deceased in a dress similar to Sam’s usual habit. 
In this garb he joined the procession, which caused no little 
controvh-sy among the populace, some contending that it was 
Sam himselfj and others maintaining the oppo,site opinion. 
This man’s folly, however, was speedily punished, for, being 
guilty of some iiTegularities during Divuie service, after the 
body wivs deposited in the ground, the mob handled him very 
roughly, aud, forcing him into the hearse which conveyed the 
reniaijis of the person he represented, ordered the coachman to 
drive him to the undertaker’s. 

The chai-acter of Sam was that of an eccentric, but at the 
same time a well-intentioned Mid good-hearted, man. His poli¬ 
tical integrity could never be shaken, and most of the animosi¬ 
ties he entertained were grounded upon polititsal feelings. Ho 
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was firm ami hincere in friendship, honest and upn'glit in liis 
dealings, hut blunt and sometimes uncouth in his manners ; 
oi)en and free in Ins communications, but careh'ss and slovenly 
in his dress. The most reprehensible part of his conduct was 
a habit which lui had contracted of swearing, which he did 
upon all occasions, without res^jcct to the ])arties, however ex- 
alte.d, whom he addressed. His house was greatly frequented 
by hackney coachmen, and it is believed lu^ once kept a haclc- 
iicy coach (»f his own. After his death his lik(.*ness appeared 
on many coaches. 

In addition to his jiolitical cc< entricities, Sam had some other 
])eculiaritie.s to mark his character. It is related that he once 
laid a wager with a j'oung man to fun a race rvith him in Ox¬ 
ford llojid, ami in all probability w'ould hav<‘ won, had it nol; 
been for an arch trick played upon him by a fiiend of his antc/- 
gonist, who, knowing Sam’s attachment to his favourite. crie<l 
out as h(^ passed him, loud enough to be lieard by him, “ Damn 
f’ox, and all his fiiends, say If” This was a fatal sp(‘ech to 
the race ; for Sam,.regardless of winning oj* losing, immediately 
attacked this blasphemer, and gaw him so severe a drubbing, 
which h(^ did in such a plentiful manner, that the criminal 
roared out lustily that he, was only joking. “ Damn your 
jokes !” said Samuel; “ I am only joking. Take that, ami lalo' 
that, and learn to time your jokes better; 1 don’t like such 
jokes.” This amused the surrounding spectators, ijerhaps 
equally as well as the race would have done j and Sam con¬ 
tented himself by gaining a. victorj% although he had lost his 
wager, which he afterwards paid with great pleasure, iu con- 
se(pjcnce of'his having lost it in so noble a cau.se. 

Sam also manifested his attachment to Keys, Avhum he al¬ 
ways called “ his true and tried friend.” About a month be¬ 
fore ho died he sent for Major Lahalier, and also desired Keys 
t(> attend. At this meeting he told Keys ho should he .mise¬ 
rable if he thought he would ever live to be in want, and begged 
of him to accejjt of £20 a year out of his estate! Keys, how¬ 
ever, thanked him for liis good intentions towards him, but, 
with a spirit of independence equal to that of his friend Sam 
House, declined acc(^ptiTig tlii.s ofTer, declaring his friendship 
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(li.sintero.stod, and that nothing should induce him to take 
that from Sam’s hutiily tu which,ihcy undoubtedly had a supo- 
1 ‘ior claim. 


Barbara Urslerin, 


77/r Hairy-faced Wovtan. 


T HIS n'lnarkablc monstrosity Tvas burn at Augsburg, in 
. High (Jennany, in tin; year 1629. Her face, and hands 
ai (' r<'pn'sented to haV(5 been hairy all over. Her aspiict re.sem- 
bled that of a nuinkoj’. She had a very long and lai'ge spread¬ 
ing board, tln^ hair of wlitch hung loose and bowing, like tin; 
hair of tlu; head. SJie seems to have acquired some skill in 
jhiying on tlie organ atid harpsichord. 

A certain Miclnw!! Vanbeck marritul this frightful c.rc'ature, on 
purpose to carry her about for a show. Wlien she <lied is un¬ 
certain, hut sho was still living in 1608, "when a Air. John Bill- 
iincli n^cords that ho saw her in Jkitclibe Highway, and “wa.' 
.satislied slie was .a woman.” 

TJicre are two portraits of her extant—one hy Isaac Bruiin, 
Uiken in 1053, and another by Haywood, of five yeans’ later 
date. 


Mary East, 

A lias f atni's, Hold. 

|V/r ARY EAST was bom abhut the year ITlo, and when 
iVx y^jy young was courted by a man for whom she con- 
<’civ('d the strongest affection. This man, afterwards falling 
intt.) bad courses, resolved to try bis i'ortime on the highway ; 
but it vyas not long befoi'e he was apprehended for a robbery, 
ft.tr which ho was tried and condemned to die j the sentence^ 
however, was changed to -transportation. This circumstance, 
which hapjienod about the year 1731, so deeply affected the 
mind of Alary East, that she determined ever after to remain 
single. In the neighbourhood of her residence lived another 
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young -vvonian, wlio, having likewise mot with scvenJ dis- 
ajiliointnicnts in the ten An* passion, had formed a"‘similar 
I'ORohition. As tlicy wore intimate, they communicated their 
iutontions to each otliei', and at length concluded to live 
togetlier. Having consulted on the most prudent method of 
j)roceedujg, it was pro]iosed that- one of them should put 011 
man’s apparel, and that thc;y should live as man and wife, in 
some place where they were not known. The only dillhnllty 
now was, Avho should bo the man, which was decided by lot in 
favour of Mary East, who was then about sixteen years of age, 
and her partner seventeen. The sum of money tlu^y possesscal 
between them was about thirty pounds, with which they set 
out; and Mary, after purchasing a man’s habit, assunutil the 
name of James How, by which we shall be obliged, for a while, 
to distinguish her. In their progress they chang'd to stop at 
a small public house at Eppirig, which was to be let; this house 
they took, and lived in it for .some time. 

About this period, a quarrel, of tlie cause of which we, are 
not inibrmod, took place between James How and a young 
gentleman, against whom Jamc.s, however, entcj-ed an action, 
and ohtaiued a verdict for five hundred pounds damages. 
With this sura our couple .sought a place in a better .situation, 
and took a very good public house in Limehoust' Hole, where 
they lived many ycar.s as man and wife, in good credit and 
esteem ; and, by their industry and frugality, contrived to save 
a cousidevahle sum of money. Leaving the last-mentioned 
situation, they removed to the “White Horse” at Po])lar, 
which, as well as several other houses, they afterwards pur¬ 
chased. 

In tliia manner they liad lived about eighteen years, when a 
woman wlio was acquainted with Maiy in her youth, and 
w'as in the secret of her metamorphosis, knowing ip. what 
creditable circumstances she pow lived, thought this a favom*- 
able oijportunity to turn her knowledge to her own advantage. 
She accordingly sent to Mr. How for ten pounds, at the same 
time intimating that, in case of a refusal, she would disclose all 
she knew concerning the affair. Fearful of her executing this 
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threat, .Januis, in compliance with her (lenianJ, sent lier tlio 
inoniyr 

For a considerable time they reniaiiicd free from aiiy farther 
demands of a similar nature. How, with her supposed Avife, 
continued to live in good credit till the year .1701; slie liad 
‘serv ed all tlie parish offices in Poplar, excepting that of a con¬ 
stable and churchwarden, from the former of which she was 
<‘\'cus(«l hy a lameness in her hand, occasioned by the quarrel 
ahove mentioued, and the functions of the latter she was to 
ha>'e performed the follo^vjug year. She liad been several 
times for(;man of juries, though her effeminacy was frequently 
vtmiaj'ked. At length, about Ohristmas, 1764, the woman wlio 
liad practised tlie former iiiece of extortion, resolved again* to 
have, recourse to the same expedient, and with the like menaecs 
obtiiiued ten pounds more. Flushed with lier success, and 
einholdciVed to prosecute her system of depredation, a fortnight 
had not elapsed before she. repe.ated luu’ demand for the same 
sum, which James liappened not to have in the house ; hut, 
fttill fearing a discoveiy, sent her hack five pounds. 

About this time the supposed wi^e of James How was taken 
ill and died, and tlie woman now formed a plan to increase 
her depredations. For this purpose she procured two fellows 
to assist her in its execution: one of these, a mulatto, jiassed 
for a police officer, and the other was equipped with a jiockct 
staff, as a constable.. In these characters they repaired to the 
AVhite Horse, and inquired for Mr. How, who answered to the 
name. They informed her that they were come from Justice 
Fielding, to apprehend her for a robbery committed thirty 
years before, and that tibey were acquainted with the secret of 
her sex. She was teirified. to tlie highest degree On account 
of the discovery, but conscious of her innocence with regard to 
the robber)’; and an intimate acquaintance, Mr. Williams, a 
pawnbroker, happening to paw lijy, she called him in, and ac¬ 
quainted him with the business of the two men, adding that 
si'.; was really a woman, but was innocent of the crime with 
A\ Inch she was chaiged. Mr. Williams, os soon as he had re¬ 
covered from the surprise occationed by this disclosure, told 
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her tliat she should not be carried before Sir John Fielding, 
but before her own bench justices, adding, that he Would 
just step home, and return in a few minutes to accompany 
her. On his departure, the rulfians renewed their threats, but 
at the same tiino told her if she would give them one hun¬ 
dred pounds they would cause her lio further trouble, if not, 
she should be hanged in six df^s, and they should receive 
forty pounds a-piece for bringing her to justice. Notwithstand- 
itig their menaces, she firmly resisted their demand, waiting 
with the utmost impatience for the return of Mr. Williams. 
Persisting in her refusal, they at length forced her out of thn 
liouse, carried her through the field.?, and conveyed her to (rar- 
lick Hill, to the house of their employer, wlrere, with threats, 
they obliged her to give a draft at a .short^ date on Mi*. 
Wil iams. Slic was tlieii set at libprty. Wlieii Williams 
came hack he was surprised to find her gone, and immediately 
setoff to the bench of justices to ?ee'if she, was there; not 
finding her, lie immediately went to Sir John Fielding, not 
succeeding there lie went liome, when Jame.s soon after re¬ 
turned, and related what had happened. 

It was now the month of July, 1763, On Monday the 14th, 
tlie woman in whose favour the ditrfl was given, went to Mr, 
Williams with it to inquire if he would pay it, as it would h(^ 
duo the following-Wednesday; he replied, that if she would 
bring it when due he should know better virhat to Say. In the 
meantime he applied to the bench of justices for advice, and on 
the Wednesday a constable was ^nt, with orders to be in 
readiness in his house, The^woman panotually attended with 
the diaft, bringing the mulatto with her j they were both im¬ 
mediately taken into'Cti^dy, and carried before the justices, 
sitting at the Angel, in Whitechapel, whither Mr. Williams re¬ 
paired, attended by Maiy E^t, in the proper habit of her sex. 
The awkwardness of her behaviour, occasioned by the altera¬ 
tion of her dress, was such as to afford coiriidoralfie diversion. 

In the cojiirse of the examination the woman defied having 
.sent for the sum of one hundred pounds Which Hie men had 
demanded, but the mulatto declared that if she' had not sent 
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him on Riich an errand, ho should never have gone. By their 
numJrtms contradictions they conj{)letely ui^oldcd the villa^y 
of their designs; and the strongest proof being adduced of the 
extortion and assault, they were both committed to Clerkenw(dl 
till the sessions, to be!tried for the offence. The other man, 
who was, engaged in this nefarious transaction, would have 
been included in their puhislmient, had he not, by flight, 
evaded the arm of justice. 

It should -have been .observed, tliat before the suppn.scd Avlh; 
of James How died, finding herself indisposed, she went to her 
brother’s in Essex for the benefit of the air, and after some 
stay, i)crceiviug that she was near her end, she sent for her 
supposed husband to come' down to her. As How noglected 
to comply with her request, she infonned her brother that the 
])er.son with whom she had cohabited was not her hu8)):md, but 
a woman; that they were partners in the busuie,ss, by which 
they had acquired between tbreo and four thousand pounds, 
l>art of which had been laid out in the purchase of Bank Stock. 
As soon as the supposed wife w'as dead and buried, her rela- 
t ions set obt for Poplar to claim her, share ^of. the projjorty, 
\\ liich wal) accordingly delivered to them by Mary East. 

It is rmiiarkablo that during the tliirty-foim years in which 
lliey livv'd together, neither the husband nor the wife was tiV(>r 
observed to dress a joint of meat, nor had they ever any meet¬ 
ings, or the like, at their house. They never kept any maid 
or boy, but the' husband, Mary East, used always to draw beer, 
servo, fetch, and cany out the pots, so extremely solicitous 
were they tliat thbir secret Height not be discovered. 

Afttir slio had. disposed of her house, and settled her affairs, 
Mary East r^ir^d into another part‘,of'Poplar^ to enjoy, with 
quiet and pleashrOj that property she had acquired by fair and 
honest means, and ydth an unblemished character. She died 
in January, 1781,.aged sixty-four years, and left her fortune to 
a friend in the country, and a young Wonian who lived with 
her during her retirement as a servant, except £10 a-year to 
the poo's of Poidar, £50 to a working gardener, and her gold 
watch to Mr. Curry, ah eminent distiller at Poplar. . ’ 





Daniel* Cuerton, 

And his Astonishing Feats. 

'^HIS extraordinary character was born in Old Street, St. 

'*■ Luke’s, and was by trade a ladies’ shoemaker. For the 
last sixteen years he maintained himself by keeping an old ij’OJi 
slio]) in James’ Street, near Grosvenqr Square, and about four 
or five years before -his death, lie removed to Jolin Street, 
Goodge Street, Tottenham Court Eoad, where ho closed his 
earthly carecir, in the year 1803, aged 54 years. He weiglied 
about eighteen stone, horseman’s weight •. was very broad 
ncrcjss the shoulders, chest, and back, had short, fat, thick tliighs, 
an<l was about five feet six inches high. Notwithstanding lie 
Avas very fat lie ivas remarkably active. ^V’e shall enumerate her(‘ 
some of the most astonishing feats of this man: he Avould take 
a glass or pot up Avith his elbows, put his hands under his arm 
pits, and in this AA^ay drink his beer, punch, d'c., and if anyone 
Avould pay for the pot, he Avould in t])i.s position, vutli his 
elbows, hammer a quart or pint pot togetlier, as if it had been 
fiattened Avitli a large haraiiKjr. He could appear the largo.st 
or the .smallest man acro.ss the chest in the company, if there 
were tAventy i)ersoiis present, and put on the coat of a boy of 
fourteen years of age, and it would ai)parently fit him. Such 
an astonishing way had he of compressing himself, that lu^ 
Avould measure round under the arm-pits, with throe handker¬ 
chiefs tied together, and yet the same measure applied again at 
the same place, would measure round him and three otlier strjut 
men, being four persons in the whole. How ho did this mmo 
could toll, t)ut it seemed be had an art of drawing his boAAxds 
up to hi.s chc.st, and greatly .swelling -himself at pleasure. He 
Avould sit doAAai on the ground, •vAuth his hands tied behind 
him, and bear a stout man across each shoulder, and one on liis 
back, Avith a boy on top; in all four persons, besides himself; 
in' this posture he Avoiild get up very nimbly, actively clanco 
every step of a quick hornpipe, and whistle it himself all -tlie 
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time, for the space often or fifteen minutes. AVith his hands 
bound behiiul him, lie would, without any aid, raise a large 
mahogany table, with his fore teetli, tliat would dine twelve 
people on, balance it steadily, and with it break the ceiling, 
if desired, all to pieces. This remarkable man was well known 
by the free-masons at the west efid of London, and for several 
years belonged to the lodge No. 8, held at the “ King’s Arm.s” 
coffee-house, Lowgr Brook Street, Gro.sveiior Square. He was 
a very generous man, ever ready to assi.st the iioor, unfortunate', 
and distressed, with his purse, victuals, clothe.s, &c., and was 
always a ready advocate, and the fii-st subscriber to a poor 
person’s petition, when ho was satisfied tin' pt'rson was a 
deserving object, whether man or woman. Jn the latter part 
of his time, he became much reduced in his circumstances, occa¬ 
sioned by many heavy losses in trade. 

Poor Cuei’ton, in the days of his adversity, through extreme 
modesty, was always studious to conceal his dLstre.s.s, and wlien- 
over his situation was brought into question, his usual reply 
would he, ho had known better day.s, ajid he did not like, to bu 
troublesome to anybody. He latterly contracted the baneful 
habit of drinking a great quantity of the f juniper juice ; thi.s 
he made his constant beverage, the first thing in the mc»rning, 
and the last at night. He used formerly to drink a great deal 
of jiortor, and eat very heartily, particularly at supper. He died 
almost in w^riit, yet he'had a great desire, when near his end. 
of being buried as a freemason ; but that society paid no atten 
lion to his request, although his widow made it knoAvii to 
them. He was a hearty, merry, good-natured companion, wlien 
he had health and money, and has paid many a reckoning for 
strangers, rather than hear any quan’elling or di.sputes. in tlu' 
house n hero he happened to be." He never went to church or 
any place of worship, for several years past, as he was deaf, hut 
it was always remarked, he could hear very well at a public 
house. He had been the constant promoter of greasy chins, and 
full bowls of punch, and used to enjoy them in an uncommon 
manner. 
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Jemmy Gordon, 

A n Eccentric Character of Cambridge, 

J iV]\IE.S CiOIJDON was once a respectable solicitor in Cam. 
bridge, till “ love and liquor”— 

“ Ilobb’d him of that whioh once enriched him 
And made him poor indeed!” 

lie was well kno^vn to many resident and non-resident sons 
of Alma Mater as a dkhmakm\ and for ready wit and repartee, 
which few could equal 

His father was chap(?l clerk at Trinity, and a man of some 
l)roperty ; lie gaA’^o his son a good classical education,' and after¬ 
wards articied him to a respectable attorney of the name of 
Haggerstone, At the expiration of his articles he commenced 
practice in Freeschool Lane, in th<* house which, ought to Inue 
lieen occupied by the master of the Perse School, hut w hieJi 
was at that time (through the neglect of the trustees) let to the 
highest bidder ; here ho leif an expensive and jirofligate. life, 
and placed at the head of his table a young M'oman of consider¬ 
able beauty, nlio went by the sobrifjuet of “tlie. Duchess of 
Gordon.” 

Soon after the general election of I'iu) commenced, (the 
candidates for the representation of the university being 
William Pitt, the Earl of Euston and Lawrence Dundas) Gordon 
entered the crowded aeni<te and Joined i\lr. Pitt; he w^as hand¬ 
somely dressed in the AVIndsof lively, a blue coat with red 
cuffs and collar; he congratulated the Premier upon the trium])h 
he was about to obtain, and censured in strong terms Mr. 
Sharp, "who had lately purchased the Chippenham Estate, and 
was talked of as a candidate for the county—“ his presumption 
in coming forward 1” and could not understand “ what claim 
his large possessions in Jamaica gave him to disturb the peace 
of tlie county of Cambridge He add^, that his inHuonce 
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(wliicli li(5 hintod was pratty considtTabk*) should 1)0 exerted in 

sii))p(»rt of the old jiiomljcrs. Ho couiiiiuod wulkiiig backwa^s 

and fonvai’ds, eonyorsiiig with Mr. Pitt, for about half an hour ; 

th!».s(‘ who know him wore extremely indignant at his prosumj)- 

lion ; blit no one liked to interfere. At'length Beverley, the 

senior beadle, uiujertpok to have him turned out, and Avalked 

n|i to him, attoiided'by twe constables, for that purpose. 

rleniniy, finding it vaih to rcfiist, made'a hasty retreat. Mr. 

j *itt was all astoui.shment to see his now friend of whose loyalty 

anil .good sense he had forjned a very favourable opinion, so 

iineerenioniously treated. 'The crowd below the bariicr hustled 

him out of the Senate House. Beverley, elated with Ins victory, 

followed, and urged the i>er.sons assembled outside to take him 

off and ])]ace him under the conduit. Boverloy’s zoal carried' 

liini beyond tho steps of tile Senate House, whore he soon found 

(liat (loi'don had more friends than liimself.. Gordon was 

♦ / 

immodiatoly rescued, and if the-constables had riot intofoi’od, 
Ilovorh'y would probably have hitiiself undergone the puui.sh- 
mciil In* wmldd so willingly have inflicted oh another. 

Ji'tiimyhad at that time a cousin of the-name of Goodi*, 
n ho resided for a few temihat Trinity Hall; he had boon Avoil 
educated, and Avas a remarkably good-looking man, but bis 
liabib, ui-re loAV and prcmigate. .Ho bad, hoAvoA'or, bis friends 
ill file nniA'er.sily, and to. all their parties his'clbiism Jomniy 
was nlways ;i Avoleome guest, for. lie sang a good song, told a 
good story, luid Horace at his^fingers’-ends, and Avas in tho 
habit of (|noting liiiu Avith .considerable effect. 

Tliongh Gordon realized 'bhtiittk by Ida profession, yet, a.s 
bis father made him a liaudsome alloT^^ncc, he used to give in 
Ills turn some vcrj=- jovial entertainments at his own house; 
but hi.s extravagance Icnev no bounds, and he Avas, after a 
time, under the necessity of going into cheap and obscure 
lodgings ; for his moans would not enable hipi to gratify his 
extraordinary fondness for wine and liquPr. He was then at 
the service of any man Avho thought proper to send him an 
invitation to entertain his friends, and to get A^ery drunk by 
Avay of recompense. Dressed in a huge cocked-hat, and the 
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tarnished unifonn-of a general or an jidmiral, (for Jemmy was 
not protid to accept any larticle of apparel that was occasion¬ 
ally given to him from an old cjothes’ shop) ho was to he heard 
frequently about the streets, frequently until daylight, roaring 
out scraps of songs, or quoting fragments qf poetry. A relation 
dying left him a guinea a week, td’ bo pa.id weekly, but it was 
soon deeply mortgaged. Spending eveiy billing'he could pos¬ 
sibly get in liquor, lie at length,,bec!aane';8q shabby and dirty, 
that no one would suffet him to enter hiS taoms. As ho was 
not ashamed to hog, he 'applied to every person he met, and 
raised money in that way j .some giving because they belicv(j(l 
him to be in distress,'others'’'becauso iboy Were afraid of'him j 
for if any person (no matter what Ins rank or -position in town 
or university might be) bad been 'guilty of any indiscretion, 
Jemmy would be sure to prociaim 'it^aloud whenever ho met 
liim. As he was known to have a very great objection to 
fighting, many men whom be insultOd’, preferred .breaking his 
h('ad to giving him lialf-a-crownj but these persons Jemmy 
contrived to render ultimately, his most proti^ble customers. 

Passing through Trinity College one . day, be saw tho llishop 
of Bristol walking backwards and forwards in front of his lodge. 
Gordon accosted him in bis usual 8t|wn. I hope, my lord, 
j'oii will give me a sbUling {” to whiW'"bis lordship replied, 

“ If you can find me a greater scoundrel than yourself, I will 
give you half-a-crown." Jemmy niade Iris bow, and shortly 
iifter meeting Beverley, saidt “Have you seen a messenger from 
the Bishop of Bristol, whiois,aeekittg 3 mu everywhere, as his 
lordship wishes to see you on particular business Beveih'y 
thanked him for his irif^ymatiorii..and hastejiod to Trinity, 
Jemmy following him a,! no, gre®!; distance. “I understand 
you are wishing to see me, my.ior^” said B'everley, addressing 
the Bishop; to whicli the latter replied, “ You have been mis¬ 
informed, Mr. Beverley,” At tbat'moment Jemmy joined ilicrn, 
and taking off his bat mosfe respectfully, said, I think, my 
lord, I am entitled to the half-cfown f* The next time the 
Bishop met Jemidy, he took an opportunity of proving to him 
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tJiat there was no great difference of opinion between them re- 
spefctirig-Mr. Beverley. <- « 

Gordon, meeting'a gentleman in the streets of Cambridge, 
who had reofeiitrly receiv^ the honour of knighthood, approached 
him, and Iboking him wll in the face, exclaimed:— 

“ The king'by merely laying sword on 
Could make a knight of Jemmy Gordon.” 

At an assize hdd !at Cambridge a map: named Pilgrim was 
convicted o|.;horge^almg, and sentenced to transportation. 
Gordon .seeing the prosecutor‘iix the street, loudly vociferated 
to him, “ You, sir, have done what the Pope of Rome cannot 
do; you have put-a stop to Progress !” 

C4ordafi was met one day by a person of rather indifferent 
cliaracter, who pitied Jemmy’s Yorlbm condition (he being 
without shoes and sfockmgs), and said, “Gordon, if you will 
call at myjiouse, I will ;^ve you a pair of shoes.” Jemmy, 
assuming a cbntemirtupus air,,iiepl?t)d, “Ko, sir 1 excuse me, I 
would not stand iii.your shoes for aB the world !* . 

For many years tliis' e:?ctraordmary character infested the 
streets, swearing and hl^hetning in the most horrible man¬ 
ner ; the milgmtrateB n<^; interfering, from a reluctance to ex- 
po.se themselves to his violent and abiisivelanguage. At length 
the nuisance became intolerable, and Jemipy ustmlly passed 
nine or ten weeks of every ^parter in the town gaol. It was 
during one of these incarcerations that John Taylor, tJie 
University hfarshal, consttltM ti.friend rwpecting a letter he 
had received from a person fomerly; a, member nf the university, 
inWhich lie was asked tp pi^cute‘^r film ^ori; eways in Latin, 
on six subject which he sent him, all of a a^rious and religious 
nature. Taylpt was at a loss <how .tp, proceed, and his friend 
jocularly suggOst^ ihat he though;t;' Jemmy Gordon wonld 
supply him., Jefay was thrill in gaol, and as he had been 
there for a long time, was, of nwessity, sob». The same 
evening Taylor called again bn his fridhd, and showing him an 
essay oh one of the TObje<^s, occupying three sides of a sheet of 
foolscap, asked his opinion of it. The latter remarked that 
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there was no objection to it biit its length, and that if Gordon 
woi^ld reduce it to one-third of its size, and obseive the sanic 
rule with the other five^ they would answer the puq)ose* very 
well. They were finished in the coursip ef that night and the 
following day, and Jenimy received half-a-guinea for each, which 
Taylor learned, from some quarter or other, was the price 
usually given for works of that desoriptiopC' 

But these occasions of obtaining money during imprison¬ 
ment seldom occurred, and by constant importunity, he had 
wearied out those persons who, having known him. in his better 
days, were unwilling: that he should suffer iiom "want. Tlie 
instant he was released, and had begged a little money, ho 
repeated that outrageous conduct which it was disgraceful to 
the magistracy to have so long tolerated, and which was loudly 
censured by all persons visiting the University. The fact, per¬ 
haps, was, that the characters of the magistrates at that tihie 
were not in^’nlnerable: they possessed, at least, a proportionate 
share of the fiiiliugs of their fellowtcitizeris, and were afraid 
that Jemmy, who was no respecter of persons, should proclaim, 
from the Huntingdon tumpike to Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
their frailties in his loudest tones.. It was, therefore, arranged 
between the' magistrates and’ Jemmy, tljat hd shmdd loa^ o 
Cambridge, never to return. - 

He betook himself to London, and was to be seen daily u ait- 
ing the arrival or departure of the Cambridge coaches: in this 
manner he earned a precarious subsistence; for even in London 
he became notorious, and is described at some length in one of 
Lord Lyttou’s nearly novelk The I^idon poHce, however, had 
no sympathy with Jemmyri when he offended,against the laws 
he was takeh to prison, whei'c he had nothing to look to but 
the prison allowance. Jemmy sighed for liberty and hi-< native 
air, and at last found his way ^ Cambridge, wiierc he 
lived in a state of the gi'eatest destitution. For many montb.s 
he slept in the grove belonging to Jesus College, where he con¬ 
veyed a bundle of straw wliich wm but seldom changed. When 
winter set in, he was allowed to sleep in the straw-chamber 
belonging to the Hoop Hotel: still, on receiving a few shillings, 
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ho squandered them in tho usnal mnuner; offended and dis- 
givstod everyone he iu(;t with ; a^d when he became sober often 
found himself in prisod. 

In ascending his usual resting-place one night, when lie was 
very drunk, he slipped off the ladder and broke his thigh; lie 
called loudly for assistanoe ■{ the. ostler and post-boj's, not be¬ 
lieving he had,received any injury, took him up and threw him 
into an adjoining outhouse for the night. When, in the mom- 
in g, h(j Avas found to be incapable of moving, he 4vas taken on 
a shutter to^^^he hospital, but was in so filthy a condition that 
he was i-efused admittance. He was then-.taken to the woik- 
houso of St. Leonard’s, Avhere he died, after several weeks of 
sufrering, on the 16th September, 1.855.* . 


The Chevalier D’Eon, 

Who pasied as a WomaiK 

IT wtuild be difficult JU> quote’a more remarkable instance of 
the (jxtraordinary Versatility of fortune than that exhibited 
by th(^ life of the Chevalier D’Eoii. At one time tho accredited 
agfiit and ainbassador bf one qf the most distinguished Enro- 
])ean powers; at another, a poor exhibitor of fencing on tho 
stage of a public tUf^tro fenr a livelihood, in the veiy country 
wlicre his diplomatic agency had %em exerted. Taxing his 
energies in early life, rcg^dless of consequences, U) serve a 
Court in the fictitiou^gwb bf a fbraale ; and being condemned 
to that improper garb in old.age '.di^ace the deeper as it 

was coupled with. t|iq inaeGssi|y.bf’it« adoption also to save a 
character deep3;jr impt^ed by/discreditable wagers on sox 

which might, an4 would, by of strict honesty, have been 

*’ 

* llcminiscences of the University, Town .and County of Cam- 
hridge, from the year 1780, by the late Henry Gunning. London: 
1801. Vol. i. pp. 190-108. 
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indignantly (U‘cid<'d at onco. We meet vitli instaneois ei 
females passing for men, assuming the dress ami tin; actions <il' 
thJit sox; l)ut D’Eoii is, pcrliaps, alone in liis iissumption oC tliu 
female chai’ae.ter. 

Charles Gomivieve Louis ■ Auguste Andre Tiuiothe D’Eou dc; 
!Beaum(mt was the son of a gentleman of .'ui ancient and ri'spcc- 
table family of Tonnerre in Burgundy, where ho mas hoiai, 
October 17, 1727. Altlioiigh tho register of his baptisin dis¬ 
tinctly states th,e child to have been a mahi, smne. has e {;on- 
ceivcd tlnit the sex wiis‘ originally doubtful, Jind that family 
reasons induced the parents, who had not long before the bii-th 
of the Ohevalier lost their only son, to educate the infant a.s 
one of that sex to which nature eventually proved that it be¬ 
longed. In the early part of his lifo he was •educated under 
liis father’s roof, whence, at the age of tliirteen, he was removed 
to the Mazariii College at Paris. He had scarcely finished Ills 
studies when the sudden death of his father, luid of an uneb^ 
from whom the family had great expectations, left him doubly 
an orphan, and threw him on the world depcnflcnt on his-own 
exertions for advancement. lie was, howe\^or, in 1775, fortu¬ 
nate in obtaining the patronage of tlie I’rince do Conti, who 
had long known and esteemed his father, and by the prince’s 
means was introduced to Louis XV. wdio presented liim with a 
comctcy of dragoons. Soon after this I)’Eon was 2 )]accul in the 
office of Mons. Berticr de Savigny, intondaut of the Ceiiei-alite 
of Paris, where he gave gre^t satisfaction to Ids sujieriors, hy 
the. industry and talent ho disjd^iyod in the office, and gained 
considerable credit by one or two small publications on finam "- 

Ill 1757 he was emjdoycd, under the Chevalier Douglas, in 
transacting a negotiation of the most delicate and iuqjort.aiit 
nature at the co\irt of Petersburg, by whicli, after nuuiy yejii-s’ 
suspension of all intercourse, a reconciliation wa.s eHeelod be¬ 
tween the courts of Franco and Russia. After some years’ i-c- 
sidence at Petersburg, D’Eon joined his regiment, then serving 
under Marshal Broglio on the Rhine, and during the cajiipaigu 
of 1762 acted as aide-de-camp to that celebrated officer. Wlien 
the Duke di Nivernois came over to England as ambassadof, to 
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jiogotiate the peace of 17G3, D’Eon appeared as his secretary 
and so far procured the sanction of tlie Government oi‘ England 
that ho was requested to carry axir the ratification of the trc%ty 
between, the British court and that of .Versailles, inconsequence 
of which the French King invested him with the order of 8t. 
Louis. He had also behjaved, in the character of secretary, so 
much to the satisfaction of the Duke, that that nobleman, upon 
his departure for France., in May, 17G3, caused D’Eon to lie 
appointed minister plenipotentiary in his room. In October 
following, however, the Count de Giierchy, having arrived hcie 
as ainbassador from the court of Versailles, the chevalier received 
oixlers, or rather was requested, to act as a secretary or assistant 
to the new ambassador. ‘ This, we are told, mortified him to such 
a degree, that, asserting that the letter of recall which accqm- 
})anied it was a forgery, he refused to deliver it; and by this 
step drew on himself the censure of his court, On tliis, either 
with a A'iew of exculpating himself, or from a motive of revenge, 
he published a succinct account of all the negotiations in which 
ho had been engaged, exposed, some secrets of the French court, 
aud, rather than spare his enemies, revealed some things greatly 
to the pT'cjudice of his best friends. Among other persons veiy 
freely treated in this publication was the Count de Guerchy, for 
which D’Eon w'as prosecuted and convicted in the Court ol’ 
King’s Bench, in July, 17G4. . 

It w’as but natural that this conduct, should draw down the 
resentment of the court of France, and fihe chevalier either 
feai’ed or affected to fear the greatest* dan^r to his pers-ou. 
Reports were sjjread, very -probably by himself, that persons 
w'cro sent over here to apprehend him secaretly,. and carry him 
to Franc<‘. On this occasion he wrote four letters, complaining 
of these designs, as known to him. by undoubted authoritj'. 
The one ho sent to Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, the second to 
tliQ Earl of Bute, the third to l^rl Temple, and the fourth to 
Mr. Pitt j of these personages he requested to know whether, 
as he had contracted no debt, and bdiaved himself in all things 
as a dutiful subject, he might not first inan who should 

attempt to anrest him. 
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In Marcli, 17G4, he took a wiser step to provide for his 
safety, if there had been an;^ cause for his fears, by indicting 
the Count de Guerchy for a conspiracy against his life; but 
this came to nothing, and the cliovalier, not having suiTendered 
himself to the Court of King’s Bench, to receive judgment 
Jbr the li]>el on the Count de Guerchy, was in June, 17G5, de¬ 
clared outlawed. He,' however, still continued in England 
until the death of Louis XV. 

About the year 1771 certain doubts respecting his sex, which 
had been previously started at Petersburg, became the topic of 
conversation, and, as usual in this country, the subject of bet¬ 
ting; and gambling policies of assurance to a large amount 
were effected oh his sex, and in n75 more policies on the same 
subject were effected. In. July, 1777, an action was brought on 
one of these before Lord Mansfield. Tlie plaintiff was one 
Hayes, a sui'geon, and the, defendant Jaques, a broker, for the 
recovery of ^£700. Jaques having some time before received 
premiums of fifteen guineas per cent., for every one of which he 
stood engaged to return a hundred pounds whenever it should 
be proved the chevalier was a wom^. Two persons, Louis 
Le Goux, a sur^on, and De Morande, the editor of a French 
newspaper, positively swore tlmt .D^n was a wwnan. , The 
defendant’s counsel pl^ed.that tfie plaintiff, at the laying of 
the wager, was privy to the fact, and thence inferred the wager 
was unfair. Lord Maiisfieldj howevei', held that the wager was 
fair, but expressed his abhorrence of the whole transaction. 
No attempt having made to contradict the evidence of the 
chevalier being a woman, Hayes 'obtained a verdict with costs. 
But the matter was afterwards 'solemnly argued before Lord 
Mansfield, in the Court of King's Bench, and, the defendant 
pleading a late act of Parliament for non-payment, it was ad¬ 
mitted to benbinding^ by WlMi^decisipn all the insurers in this 
shameful tran^tkm wei^ depnved of their expected * gains. 
In ,^e meantime ^ who was, now universally 

gaided as a woml^ was by his enemies as having been 

an accomplice in these ^ihbhiig transactions, and a partaker of 
the plnnd^. In consequence of repeated attacks t>f this nature 
■ ■ ■ 26 
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lie left England in August, 1777, having previously asserted in 
a newspaper his innocence of the fraud, and referred to a former 
notice inserted by'him in the papirs of 1775, in which die had 
cautioned all persons concerned not io pay any sums due on the 
policies which had been effected on |he subject of his sex, and 
declared that he would ^ifetrovert tlio evidence exhibited on 
the above trial, if liis in^iber would give him leave to return to 
England. ' ^ 

On his return to Frlsncc, however, we find him confirming 
the rumours against him by assuming the female dress. In ex¬ 
cuse for this, we areftold that this was not a matter of choice, 
but insisted on by the French court, and*submittcd to on his 
part with much reluctance. 

When D’Eon returned to Frimce lie>ahowed no disposition to 
comply with the wishes or injunctions,of his royal master, but 
continued for some time to wear the niilitaiy uniform ; and it 
was not till after afi imprisonmetit for some weeks in the Castle 
of Dijon that the apprehensions of cdhsccpionccs still more un¬ 
pleasant, and on the other hand, a promise of most substantial 
marks of court favour, induced him to assume the female cha¬ 
racter and garb, which, having once adopted, h^ ever after con¬ 
tinued to support, maintaining Abe most inviolable secrecy on 
the subject of his sex, to the day of his.death. In consequence 
of' this compliance with the pleasure of-his court, the pension 
formerly granted by Lou^ XY. was continued, with permission 
to retain the cross of St./i*ouis; a most flitterjng, acknowledg¬ 
ment was made of past services^ civil and, nailitary; and the 
metamorphosed chevalier was even appoint^ io a situation in 
the. liousehold of the Queen,Of France. 

Tlie following incident will shoiy that his manners, in this 
now character, were fai- from ;being prudish. Jn company with 
several foreigners who were strangle^ Chevalier,*' said a lady, 
‘‘ ip the best of my remembpfdice.i When you were dressed like 
a'man, you had a very handsome leg/’—“ Parbleu! ” replied 
D’Eou, with vivadty, pi^g >^"hk petticoa^^ “if you are 
anxious to see it, here it is, v Were I to affirm,” added, he “ in 
-thie companyitthat I have loin with one hundr^ thousand men, 
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I should not assort an uiitnith : 1 havo lain with the French 
army, with the Austrian army, and ovoti Avith the Cossacks; 
hut, obsciTo, of all these, ndb one hfis anytliing to say against 
me,” 

In 1785, the Chevalier D’Eoii returned to England, and 
lived on his pension, of which he was at last deprived, in con¬ 
sequence of the French revolution. ■ In September, 1705, an 
advertisement appeared, in wliich D’Eon states, “That at th«‘ 
age of si:^ty-eight she embraces the Tcsoiirce of her skill and 
long'experience in the science of arms, to cut her hread vjiih her 
mvard, and instead of idly looking up for support from thosf! 
who In their prosp(}rity were her 2 'i’ofessed good frie.iuls, .slic 
relics on the hberality of Britons at large to jirott'ct an iniibr- 
timate woman of quality from the stings and an-ows of out¬ 
rageous fortune in a foreign land, and in the vale of years.” 
I’his was nothing more than benefits at the Pantheon ai^l 
other public jdaces where she exhibited her skill in fencing 
against the celebrated Monsieur St. George, Mr. Angelo, and 
seA'eral otlnu's in that art. 

This exhibition was not a source of much profit ; and bis 
pecuniary wants becoming every day more urgent, lie felt him¬ 
self necessitated to dispose 'of his valuable lilu’ary of b'.'oks; 
they'Were sold by the late Mr. Christie, at the Old Assembly 
Booms, Pall Mall. The MSS. brought (mormous priccts, a.s 
did also the various political tracts, scune of which were of the 
most, important and interesting nature. 

The Chevalier B'Eon died May 21, 1810, and was buried iu 
the church of St. Pancras on the 28th. Mr. Copeland, sur¬ 
geon, of Golden Square, opened the body, wlien all doulttn 
subsided as to the sex; which was discovered to be that ol' a 
jicrfect male. 


26—2 
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Peter Wilfiamson, 

Emnrkohle for hi^ Captivity OfUd Suffer!ny;s. 

'T^SE life of this unfrtTtiuiate rriaai cannot be better detailed 
than in his own "words; we shall therefore confine our¬ 
selves to a narrative of his adventures, published by himself 
after his return to this country in 1756. 

“1 was born,” says he, “within ten miles of Aberdeen, if 
not of rich, yet reputable parents, who supported me as mtII as 
they could, so long as they had nw' \inder their inspection ; 
but fatally for me, and to their great grief, as it proved, 1 was 
sent to live -with on aunt at Aberdeen, where, at eight j’^ears 
age, playing on the <tuay, with btliers of my companions, being 
ol‘ a robust constitution, I "was taken notice of by two fellows 
belonging to a v^^sel in the haibour, envployed by some of the 
v'nrtbj m(‘rchants of the town, in tlifit villainous practice called 
kidnapjung—that is, stealing young children from their parentsy 
and selling them as slaves in the plantations. 1 was easily 
cajoled on board the ship, where I was no^ sponer got, than 
they conducted me between the decks, to some others they 
had kidnapped. 1 had no sense of the fate destined for me,- 
and spent the time in childish aniusements with my fellow- 
suflcrers in the steerage, being never suffered to go upon deck 
whilst the vessel lay in harbour, whicli was till they, had got in 
their loading.'' ■ 

“ In about a month’s time tlie ship set sail for America. 
When anived at Philadelphia the captain had soon people 
enough who came to buy us. He sold us at £16 per head. 
What became of my companions | neiver knew, but it wiis my 
lot to.be sold for seti^ years, to ohe of my countr3nnen, ivho 
had in his youUi uirfergone the same fete a.s myself, hiring 
been,kidnapped from S|. jJohnstdhh. . , 

“ Happy -was my lot in falling into pay countryman’s powder. 
Ha-'.ipg no children of Ms own, and commiserating my cohdi-- 
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lion, ]ie took care of me till 1 was fit for business, and about 
the twelfth year of my age set me about little trifles, in v hicb 
state I continued till fourteenth year, when I Wios fit for 
harder work. Seeing my. fellow-sorA’ants oftem reading and 
writing, it excited in me an inclination to learn, which I inti¬ 
mated to my master, telling liim I should bo very willing to 
serve a year longer than the contract hy which I was bound 
obliged mo, if he would indulge mt^ in going to school; this 
he readily agreed to. At school, wliere 1 went eveiy winter 
for, five years, I made some proficiency. With this good 
uia?t(.T 1 continued till 1 w'as seventeen, when he died, and as 
a ipward for ray ser^e, left me two huiidreil pounds currency, 
which was tlien about one hundred and twenty pounds ster¬ 
ling, his best liorse, saddle, and all his apparel. 

“Being now my own ma.ster, I employed myself in jo})bing 
about the country for near seven years, when thinking .1 Imd 
money sufficient to follow some better, way of life, I resolved 
to Settle, and married the daughter of a substantial planter. 
My fatlier-in-law, in order to establish us in tlie world in an 
easy manner, made me a deed of gift of a tract of land that lay 
on the frontiers of the province of Pennsylvania, near the forks 
of Delaware, containing about two hundred acres, thirty of 
which were well cleared and fit f«)r immediate use, Avhenon 
was a good house and ham. The place pleasing me, I s<;ttlefl 
on itj and though it cost the major part of my money in 
Imying stock, household furniture, and implements, and hap])y 
us I was in si good wife, yet my felicity did not last long ; for 
in the year 1754, the Indians, who had for a long time iieforc 
ravaged and destroyed other parts of America iinmoh'sted, now 
began to be troublesome on tire frontiers of our proA'iiice. 'J’er- 
rible Averc the barbarities daily committed by the savages, and 
terrible indeed they proved to me as well as ipany others. On 
the fatal 2nd of October, 1754, my wife went from*home to 
visit some relations. ^ I stayed up later than usual expect¬ 
ing her return, great was my surprise and terror, when about 
eleven at night I heard the Avar-whOop of the savage.s, which 
may be expressed, Koachf woach, Ha, ha,^ hack, woach, and soon 
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found my Louse attacked Ly them. I flew to my chamLcr- 
window, and ‘})crc(3ived tlu^y were ,twelve in iiumLer. They 
making several attempts to come iii, 1 asked them wLat fliey 
wanted ? They gave no answer, Lut continued heating, and 
trying to get the door open. Knowing the merciless disposi¬ 
tion of those savages, and having my gun loaded, I dhreatened 
them with death if they did not desist. But fruitless arc; tlic 
efforts of oiU‘. man agjiinst sUch hlood-thirsty monsters as I had 
to deal with. One of them that could spc'-ak a little English, 
threatened, ‘ Tlu»t if I did not come out, they would hum me 
alive in the house.’ Tolling me farther, ‘that they were no 
Irieud.s to the Englisli, hut if I would surrender myself, they 
■would not kill me.’ My terror at hearing tliis cannot be ex- 
jiressed hy yvords, nor easily imagined by any person, unless in 
the same eonditioii. I clvpse to rely oh the uncertainty of 
their promises, rather than meet with certain death hy rej•'(•(,- 
ing tlu'm, and went out of the house ^ith my gun in my 
hand, not knowing whatT did^ Immediately tlie.y rushed on 
me. like tigers, and instantly disarmed me. Having me thus 
in their power, they bound me to a tree near the door • th(‘y 
then went into the house, and plundered or destroyed ovei y- 
thing in it, carrying off all they could; the rest,together with 
the house., which they set fire to, was consumed before my 
eye."?. ■ - 

“ The harbariaus, not satisfied with tins, set fire to my barn, 
stable, and oiit-houses, wherein were about two hundred bushels 
of Avheal, six cows, four horses, and five sheep. 

“Having thus finished.the execrable business, one of the 
monsters came to me wdth a tomahawk in his hand, thVeatening 
im; Avith tlm worst of deaths, if I ■woii^ld not go ■with them, and 
be contented with tbeii* way of living. This I agreed to, pra- 
mising to do every thing for them that lay in my power. They 
then untied me, and gaA^e me a great load to carry, under A\ducli 
1 travelled all that night oppreSvSed Avith the greatest anxiety 
lest my wife should likewise have fallen a prey to them. At 
daybi’cak, my infenial masters ordered me to lay doAvn my 
load, when, tying my 'hands again round a tree jrith a small 
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cord, they ibn ed the blood out at iny fingers’ ends. They then 
kindled a fire near the tree to which I wa,s bound, which iilled 
me with the most dreadful 4igonios, for I concluded lAvasgoing 
to be made a sacrifice to their barbarity. 

“ The fire being made, they for some time danced round mo 
witli various hdd motions, whooping^ holloing, and crying, as 
is their custom. Having satisfied themselves in this sort of 
niirth, they proceeded in a more tragical manner; taldng the 
burning coals, and, holding them to my face, head, hands, and 
feet Avith monstrous pleasure ; and, at the same time, threaten¬ 
ing to burn me entirely if I made the least noise. At length 
they sat round the fire'and roasted their meat, of which they 
had robbed Itny dwelling. When they had prepared it ^d 
f-atisfied their appetites, they offered ^(ome to me: though it 
may be easily imagined I had little ^ appetite^ to eat after the 
tortures I had undergone; yet I was forced to seem pleased, 
lest ))y refusing, they should'again reossume their hellish prac¬ 
tices. , ■ 

“ When the sun was set, they put out the fire and covered 
the ashes Avith leaves that the white people .might not discover 
any traces of their having been thjete. 

“ Going from thence along by the river Susequehana for six 
miles, loaded as before, we arrivM at a spot near the Apalatin 
mountains, or Blue Hills, wh^ they hid their plunder under logs 
of Avood. From thouebthey proceed^ to.a neaghhouring house, 
occupied by one Jacob Snider and his family, consisting of Ids 
Avife; five children, and a hw.'servant. They soon 

got admitt^ce, when, without the le^t rranorsc, they scalpo<l 
bpth parenis^and chaldron,; plundered the house of cA'crything 
moveable, and set ffro fo it, ^ poor'creatures meeting their 
final doom amidst: the flip:ies. 

“ Thinkmg the yotmg: nm would bo of service to them in 
carrying their plunder, , they spared his life, loaded him and 
myself with what they had got here, and again marched to the 
Blue Hills, where they stowed their goods as before. My fel¬ 
low-sufferer could not long bear the treatment whigh both had to 
suffer, and complaining bitterly to me of his being unable to 
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any i'iu tlier, I tried to console hini ; Init all in A'ain, 
or lu* still coiitiiuicd his moans and tears, wliicli one of the 
avagcs p<*rreiving, came up to if?, and witli his tomahaWk 
elled the unhappy umtli to the ground, uhcro they iinmc- 
liately scalped and left liim. 

“When provisions became swree, they made their way 
owards Husquehana j where, passing another house* inhabited 
)y John Adams, his wife and four children, and meeting with 
lo resistance, they* imihediately Scalped the unhappy mother 
nd her children before the oW man^s eyes ; then proceeded to 
mill and destroy his house, and eVciy thing in it. Having 
aved Avh.'it they tliought proper from the llamas? they gaA e 
lie old mail, foehle, and in the miserable condition he then 
raa, as u i-ll as myself, burthens to carxj', and/ loading them- 
pIvos with bread and m®at, pursued thair journey on towards 
li*‘ (treat Swamp, wbeTB th|^ lay for eight, or nine days, 
imetimes diverting themselv^ in • nxafcwint? tlie most bar- 
uron}? cruelties on th<.*jr ricii'm. One night after he 

ad been thus tormented, whilst we'Were sitting together, 
ondoling each other at the mitjpiies we differed, twenty-five 
ther Indians arrived, bringing with th^ twenty scalps and 
hree prisouei’s, who had fallen, into their hands in Oannoeo- 
gge, a small town near ihe river Susquehana, chiefly inhabited 
y the Irish. These prisoners gave ns ^me shocking accoimts 
1‘ the devastations oommitted lii.tlieir parts- Thw party, wlio 
ow joined ns, hid it hot,.I fotriad, in their power lo begin 
leir wickedness as soon ,at.’those who visited "my habitation; 
le first of their tragedi(« lielM the/O^ber, 1724, 
when John Xjeivis, with,and thW cldl4r€m,'feU saori- 
fi(‘es to their cruelty, and we^ pijeeiibly and murdered j 
his house and all he posi^i^d .beihg Immi On the :28th, 
Jacob Miller, with his wi|^ and.sijrof hit.family, with every¬ 
thing on Ills jdantation, uhderwi^t, ^le same £i^ ' On the 
30th, the house, mUl, ha^ of esitl^'two teams 

of horses, and eveiy thing beloa^hjg to tlm.iihappy, George 
Folke, met with the like treatment; himselj^ wife. a&d'oH ^ 
family, nine in number, hriag inhnmahly 'Soji^^/ilien cut na 
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])iec<>h, and given to the swine, which devoured them. A suh- 
h^antial trader belonging to the province, having business tliat 
< nllo«t liini some miles up 4he country, fell into the hands of 
thesej devils, who not only scalped him, but immediately 
roasted him befoi'e lie wrfs dead ; then like cannibals, for want 
of other food, ©at his whole body, and of his head made m hat 
they called an Indian pudding. 

“ The three prisoners that were brought with these adtli- 
tional forces, contrived at last .to escape; but being far from 
their own settlements, and not knowing the wmntry, were soon 
afterwards met by some othetti of the tribes and brought back. 
I'hc poor creatures were no sooner in the clutches of the bar- 
hariaub, thaft two of them wew tied to a tree, and a great hre 
made round them, where they I'emained till they were terribly 
.scorched and burnt; ndien one of the'villains, with his scalping 
knife, ripped open th^ir bellfes, tbtdc out their entrails, and 
luinit them before their'^yes, whilst the others were cutting, 
piercing, and tearing the dash from their breasts, hands, arms, 
and legs, with red hot irons, till th^ vere dead. The thinl 
victim was reserved a few hours longer, to be, if possible, sacri- 
ticed in a mor© cruel manper; his arms were tied close to hib 
body, and a hole being dug, d^ep enough fur liim to stand 
upright, he was put and earth rammed and heat 

in, all round l)is body up'to h**’ fhen scalped 

him, and there fet 'him remaiil fbr three or four hum’s, in the 
greatest agonies; after which the^'ma^e a small ,fire near his 
head, cau^g liim to sufer taojft osseruciating torments, whilst 
the poor creatui?o wtild only «3fy for mercy in killing liim inune- 
diat^y, for his Ibitdns wore hpiiing in hie head ; inexorable to 
all his pUants, tliOy oontinnoi the wldlst, shocking to 
behpUl his ^ee Inshed ottt of their sodeete; and such toi- 
ments did theltnlm.ppy.<i^«irt^ stdferfhr near two hours, till 
he ijms quite diMl. iSey then eut oil his head and buri'Ml it 
with the other hjodies > task being to dig the graves, which, 
feeible add terrifbd aa«I wtis, the dr^ of suiS^g tlie same 
dhte enabled n^e to do^' ^ 

** A great unonff now felling, the barbarians were fearfid tlm 
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]) 00 |)le .slionlJ, hy iluMi traces, iiiid out their ivln,its, 
winch obliged them to luuko the best- of their way to their 
■ivinter quartoTS, two hundred fai'thor from .my planta- 

tifiiis, when*, after a painful journey, being almost staived, I 
.aiTU ed with this iiiferni),! crOW. 

“As soOn as the Rnow was gone, and no traces of theii’ foot¬ 
steps could bo perceived, they set forth on their journey 
towards the,back-pai’fcs of l^cnnaylvania, leaving their ■a\ ivI's 
and children behind in, t^ieir wigwams. They wore now a 
forniidahlo hody, amounting to near one hundred and tifty. 
uMy duty was to caryy wat they thought jiropcr to load me 
uith, hut tlicy never intrusted mi* with a gun. ,We march<>d 
on several days# almost fiwniahed i^orwant of provfkioiis; 1 h.ul 
nothing but a few stalks of coin, whioh‘1 was glad to eat dry • 
not did tho Indians drew near tlie 

])lunlation,s they were to kill game, lost their gun ^ 
'hoiild alarm the inhabitant?. ' , . 

“ When we again arrived ^it ihe BlnelliUs, Wo oneamjied Jm 
lliK'c days, though wo had neithetr tcntig nor auy thing else to 
defend us from the air. ‘ ' , 

“ During our stay hero, a cot^)jll of VaS In Id, when it 
AMIS agroed to divide themselves into companies of about. 
tA\ (uity each; after wh^ evmy' (Jtaptain niapclied Avith In i 
pai-ty where he thought pl^r. I still belonged to my ohl 
masters, hut Avas left behhld SlO*imtams with ten 

Imliiiiis, to stay till the return. 4 

‘‘ Hero I began to i^odi^ pn itoy escape j and, though I 
' Ixiieu ,lho countiy ronrid, I',yory*<5fUtimis pf ginng the 

least suspition of my inJWnl^^ine,. fitbiir^Ver, the <hhsd d«y aft<T 
tlie grand body had left thon^i^ .proper to 

A hit tlie mPtmlains, in search pf Itsavihg fue bound in- 
ouch a manner tluot J <^oulll not At h%ht> when they 

reliiineri, h.iving iinboatsl tkie, dowia together to 

.slipper, and soon afteJP t|iiiy,o(mi.p?fi(led tlieui^Ves^ tO< rest, I 
now tried various ways to’eoe wliethfii'it was'* scheme to prove 
my intentions ; but, after making a floise, aitd "walhing about, 
sometimes touching them with my feet, I found there was no 
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fallary. I rusoh rd to get oue of their guns, aud, if discovered, 
to die in my defence rather than be taken. For that purpf^e T 
made \ arious c fforts to get *one from under their heads (when* 
they always secured tlioija), bpt in vain. So 1 was compelled to 
sot forward, naked and defenceless as 1 was. 

“ I had not proceeded, far when I was struck with ten’or at 
hearing the wood cry, Jq-Jmh / Jo-hau / which the savages I had 
just left were making, acopmpaniod with most hideous bowlings. 
The more my terror increased, tlie faster did I push on and, 
seal cc knoAving where I trod, drove throu^i the woods with the 
utmost precipitation, falling and bruising myself and cutting jny 
foot and legs against the stones in a misemjle irjahiicr. llnl, 
flint and m.'limod as J was, 1 continued my flight till break of 
(lay, when, ■vrithout'anj'thing to sustiwu ns.ture but a little corn, 
1 ('ie])t into a hoilow two, in whitdi 1 very snug. But my 
i('j)()s(‘ was in a few hours destroyed at heaiing the voices of the 
.savagi's near tlio place whop© I Was hid, threatening how tlu'y 
ould use me if they got me again. However, they at last left 
the spot, and I remained in‘ my asylum all that day, without 
further molestation. 

“ At night I ventured forw«y?d**again, The third day J con¬ 
cealed myself in like manner, and ap night I tinvcllcd on in the 
same deplorable condition, .But how shall I describe the shock 
that I felt on the fourth n^ht, ydlien, hearing the nistling 1 
made among the Indians, that laid round a 

small fire, which I did hot started from the ground, 

and, seizing their arms, tan from the iirfe otnoogst the woods. 'J’(* 
my great joy I was, relieved by a pWJtel of liwine that mtide to¬ 
wards th(^|)lac6 whdrel ^ttes«(^the to be, who, on seeing 

. the’hogs, Conjectured tl^f'w^'sJlItJahad been occasioned by 
them, and returned’the $re\aiMl, lay down to deep as before. 
Assoopa as I p^eived'my Wesrdes «o dtenoeed of, I pursued my 
journey, and dlicrwaif# ^.dbwn under a great log, Jud* slept 
till about nocm, wM^''g|piting‘ up, t reached the summit of a 
great hill, a&<i, locldng OUt if I could spy any habitations of 
, white people, to my joy I saw some, which I guessed, to 
‘ be about ten milet distance. 
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“ This plt!a!>uro was in some nio.'vsurc abated Itv not boinja 
able to get among them that niglit. Next moniiiig I < ontiiiued 
my journey towards the nearest Olearotl lands I had seen the 
day before, and about four o’clock iu the afternoon arrived at 
the house of an old acquaintance. What was my anguish and 
trouble when, on inquiring for my dear wife, I found she had 
been dead two znoitilis! 

“ Now retumed, and being oiicc more at liberty to pursue my 
own inclinations, I was persuaded by my friends to follow some 
emidoyment or other ; but the plantation from whence 1 was 
taken, though an exceedingly good one, could not tempt me to 
settle on it again. 

“ Into a regiment immediately under the" command of 
Colonel Sldrley was it ttiy lot to be jplaced for three years. 
This regiment wna intended for tlio frontiers, to dj'stroy the 
forts erected hy the French, ns soon as it should be completely 
furnished with mms, at Boctop, in New England, wliere it 
was ordered for that purpose. Being then very weak and in- 
tirm of body, though possessed of my usual resolution, it was 
thought advisable to leave me tpr two months in winter quai - 
ters, at the end of which, being recruited in strength, T set out. 
for Boston, with some others, to join the regiment, and, aftei- 
eroBsing the river Delaware, we arrived at New Jersey, anil 
from thence proceeded to Boston, where wc arrived about the 
end of Mardi. 

“ In this city we lay till the let of July, during all which time 
great outrages and devastations ware committed by the savages 
ill the back paits of the province, one instance of which, in 
pailicular, 1 shall relate, as being ooncenied in rewarding, ac¬ 
cording to desert, the wicked authors of it. 

“Mr. Joseph Long, a gentletoaa of large fortune iu tliose 
parts, had foimeriy been a great wanior among the Indians, 
and frequently joined in espeditions With those m. our intiu est 
against the others. His many exploits and great influence weii' 
too well known to pass unrevenged by the sav^s. A^ord- 
ingly, in April, 1756, a bedy of them came down'on his planta¬ 
tion, about thirty miles from Boston, and,’ isbillang in the 
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wooils for soiuo timq, at last seizeil an opportunity to attack liis 
lioiise, in which unhappily proving successful, they scalped, 
mangled, and cut to piec^s»the unfortunate gentleman, his >vife, 
and nine servants, and th$n made a general conflagration of his 
houses, and everything he possessed, with the mangled bodies, 
“Terrified at this inhuman butchery, the people of Boston 
quickly assembled.themselves, to think of proper measures^ to 
l)e revenged on these monsters. Among the flrst_ of those who 
offered themselves to go against the savages was Mr. James 
('rawford, who was then at Boston. ‘ 

“ As I had been so long among them, antf was well acquainted 
with their manners and customs, and vath their skulking places 
in the woods* 1 was'recommended to. him for his expedition, 
lie immediately applied to my .officers, and got liberty for me, 
“Being armed an^‘|iirpvided, we^i^tened forward for Mr. 
Long’s plantation on thh 29th of April; and, afterHravelling 
by the most remote and intricate paths through the woods, a r¬ 
rived there on the 2nd of May, .dubious of succ(}ss, and almost 
despairing of meeting with the savages, as we had heard no¬ 
thing of -them in our march. In the afternoon, some of our 
men being sent to the top of a hill to look out for them, per¬ 
ceived a great smoke 'in a part of the low” grounds. This >ve 
rightly conjectured to proceed from a fire made by them. M’e 
accordingly put ourseh’es in onler, and marched fonvards, re¬ 
solved, let their number be ;jrhat it might, to give them battl(>. 

“ Arriving within a mife of the place, Captain Crawford, 
whose anxiety made liira quickpr-sighted than the rest, soon 
}>erceived them, and guessed their ^number to be about fifty. 
Upon this we halted, and secreted oura^ves, as well as we 
could, till midnight, at which time, supposing them to be at 
rest, we divided bur Jneii into two divisions, fifty in eacli, ami 
marched on, when, coming udtbin twenty yards of them, the 
captain fired his giim^ which was immediately followed by both 
divisions in suc<^ion, who instantly, rusJiing on them with 
bayonets fixed, killed every mail of them. 

“Great as our joy was at this sudden victory, there u'as no 
heart ainong us, but was ready to melt at the sight of an un- 
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happy yoimg lady, whom our cajjiain was to havo l)ccn mar¬ 
ried to. 

“ Her tender body and delicate liftibs wore cut, bruisful, and 
tom with stones’and boughs of trees, as siio had been (b agged 
. iilo^ng, and all besmeartid with blood'' 

“ The account she gave df their disastrous fate, besides what 
I have already nTentioned, wjis, that the savages had no sooiK'r 
seeh all consulted, than they Imnded off with Ikt and Iku- 
brother, pushing and sometimes dragging them on, for four or 
live miles, when they stopped; and stripping her nalcc'd, 
treated her in a slicscldng manner ; whilst others were stripping 
and cruelly whipping her brothen After Avhich, tliey pursued 
thi'ir jouriK'.y, regaidless of tlie entreaties of this wtijtched pair; 
hut, with the most infernal pleasure, laughed at the calamities 
and ^stresses they had Brought thorn to and saw them suffer, 
till they arrived at the place where wo found tlieiii: where 
they had that day hutchered her beloved brother in the follow¬ 
ing execrable manner : they first scidped him alive, and, after 
mocking his agonizing groans for some hours, rij)]>ed (»pen his 
bell}’, into whicli they put splinters and chips of i)imi-treos, and 
set fire thereto ; the same (on account of the tni'pentimnvhere- 
witli these trees abound) burned with great quickness and fury 
for a little time, during wliich he r(anained in a manner alive, 
and she could sometimes perceive him to move his head and 
groan : they then piled a quantity of wopd round his body, 
and consumed it to ashes. 

“Thus did these baxbamiis put an end to the being of this 
unhappy young gentleman, who was only twenty-two years of 
ag<».. She continued her relation by aeqimintihg us, that the 
next day was to have seen her perish in"^tlie like manner, after 
suffering woi*se than even such a terrible death.” 

After this expedition, Williamson again joined his regiment 
at’ Oswego, where he continued till it was captured by the 
Frencli in August, 17§6, when the French,'and Indians in their 
interest, committed the most. heart-rending barbarities and 
cnielties. , ' ' 

Williamsutn was one of the persons taken prisoners at Os- 
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wego; aii<I was in November, 175G, broiiglit frtmi America to 
Plyiuoutli under n flag of trace; where in about four numtlis 
subsequent to his ariival, ]|o was discharged as ineaiiablo of 
liirthtu- service, occasioned by a wound in his left hand. 

Ih- then published a narrative of his sufferings, but neither 
llu* htraug{‘, vicissitudes of’his fortune, chequered with 
uuconimon calamities, nor the good intention of his narrative, 
could protect him from the resentment of some merchants of 
Aljerdeen, where he went in quest of his relations; because, in 
th(' introduction to his narratives^ he had noticed the manner 
in which he luid been illogiilly hurried away on board ship, and 
.,f)]d for a slave. Tor that publication he was imprisoned, 350 
(•ojnes of his Book (the only means he had of obtaining his 
sustt'iiance), wore taken from him, and his enlargement only 
granted him on Ids signing a paper, disclaiming two or thre(‘ 
pages of his book. However, as he soon after found a f(‘W of 
ids i'<datives, ho got aff daviW proving ho was the person talcen 
away as mentioned in tho narnitivo. 

TJie precise period of Williamson's death'is uncertain, 
exldbited Idmself in Loudon in 1760 and 1761, habited in tin* 
dres.s of a Delaware North American Indian, as represented in 
the accompanying portrait. ‘ * 


M&dain Teresia, 

• > 

The Corsican Fairy , ' 

T his attractive little specimen of the human species, better 
known by the designation of the Corsican Fairy, was 
born in the Island of Corsic^^ on the mountain of Stata 
the year 1T43 : at the time of her being shown in London, m* 
October 1773, she was “then only thitty-four inches high, and 
w'eighed but twe^ty^ podnds. „ Sn^iiriiig littleness 
made a strong hnpressit^ at right, on thejapeciatorT' 
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jjiiiid ; nothing ilisagrecahle, either in poi',s<jn or conversation, 
was'to ho found in her, although many of nature’s productions 
in miniature are often so in both. Her form afforded a pleasing 
suiprise; her limbs were exceedingly well proportioned, her 
admirable symmetry engaged attention; and upon the whole 
she was acknowledged to be a perfect beauty, ^he was pos¬ 
sessed of much vivacity and spirit; could speak Italian and 
French, and gave the most iiirpiisitive mind an agreeable enter¬ 
tainment ; in short, she was tlm most extraordinary curiosity 
ev('r Iniown. or ever heai^d of in history; and the oui-ious in 
all countries whei'c she ^vas shown, pronuiincc’d her to be the 
linest display ol' human nature in miniature they evtw saw’. 

Ai vvliat tim<‘, or place, Madame Teresia died is unknown. 


THE END. 


i. C, HOTtBg, PICV’ADiU.vi 
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i‘ Executedfor crmUy and murder. 


■p'LIZABETH BROWNRI(pi<^ was the wife of James Brown- 
^ rigg, a house paiuter* AiW her mamage she resided id 
Greenwich, where hta:,hOftlMii4 parried wi his business lor fi\(‘ 
years; from hence they caifiB to Mndon, and took a house in 
Fleur-^e-Luce Court, She was the mother oi* six¬ 

teen children, thi’oe <?£ whom survived her. In order ti> iissi>>t 
her husband, in irudhtaiiting 60 numorons a family, slie iindm- 
took the business of^ midwife, and was so well versed in the 
practice of her offiee^ that she executed it to the generaJ nppio- 
bation of the patk^ts that casub tinder her hands; and nt 
length became so well known for her skiH and tendeniess that 
the officers of the palish of St. DunStan’s in the West were 
induced to appoint her midwife to their workhouse, wherein 
she acquitted horself with judgment and Iiuumnhy ; and her 
business here lying among the pooiest sort of ubjt'cts, destitiiti' 
of every necessary but what such a miserable place aflForded, 
she was ove|i said to have relieved them by her chaiitahle 


benevolence. * 

But Mrs. Brownrigg, besides hOr general practice abroad, had 
fitted up conveniences in her own housO for the accoiniuodatioii 
of pregnant wOm^jn who wanted to lie-in privately. 

While she was thus carrying on the business of a midwife, 
she bethought herself of another way of getting money, whic h 
was by taking girls as apprentices from the parish workhouse*, it 
being tlie usual custom ih the parish of 1§t. Dunstan to give .■£.’) 
wdth every girl so apprenticed One of these unfortunate 
creatures she took from the workhouse of that parish, namely, 
Mary Mitclicll; also Mary Jones, from tlte Foundling no.s])ital; 
and Mary Clifford from the Precinct of Whitefriars. ' 

It ajipears that Mary Jones was the first poor girl upon 
.whom she inflicted her cruelties. Brownrigg, the husband, wjw 
summoned, at the instigation of the governors of the Foundling 






EXECUTED FOB MXTRDER. 


341 


Hospital, before the Charaberlaip of the City of London, ■where 
the matter was finally adjusted. The manner in which sIk' 
exorcised her heljish toi-tures on tliis poor girl is extiaordinaiy 
and horrible. ' 

Her mistress used to lay two chairs on the floor, in such a 
form that one supported the other; then she and her husband 
fastened ‘the giri upon the back of those phairs, sometimes 
naked; but if she h^ "OMj her inisttess pulled them 

over head, and had tired hefsB^f* 

Sometimes,'when tlie had bom washing any of the 
rooms or stairs; 'ikt mistress’' tak6n occasiofl to fliid fault 
with her work, and by^'Wajf’ (rf p'llnishment has snhtched liei’ up 
in her arms, and «pi^d h«^ OYj^^ head' arid ears in a pail of 
dirty waku* that 'Was Standing, by, repeating it sevdisal tii^Bs; 
and often threatened tOf di<iwn her in a tub of water, which bbo 
once ordered Mary Mitchell to fill for that pui:poBe. By wliich 
cruel usage the girl received several contusions in many parts 
of her body, particulatly in hpr neck and jshoulders, from the 
edge and bale of the pail. 

And, indeed, so great wore tlie sufibrings of this poor girl, 
and still under apprehensions of yet worse to home, that she 
robolved, on the firat ppportunity, to release herself fzom this 
terrible situation j which she effected in the follo'wing maniifT; 

Her bed, it seems, Was in a liolnundet a dresser, in t)ie banu' 
room where Bromiri^ and his wife lay, and facing the feet of 
their bed. Hero, as one Butflday mortiifl^ she lay ruminating 
on, and lamenting hCr miseralfle’condifc^lf smarting with the 
bruises she had aljj^y teceived^ and dreadfelg what she was 
yet likely to saflfe]^|hj? espipd t^y of thh outer dooi hang¬ 
ing on a nail a poSti, her qj'es towar<ls her 

master's bed^ ln^’;^!rceiYi^Hhby both fast asleep, sin* 
immediately hw Rothes, softly to the door, 

unlocked ^ ,adieu td|}|abinh^^ mansion. 

Maty OHffcwfd,, tiin third apjpfi^tice, a^ the chief oljeefc of 
her mistress’s It^eiiial rage, Was the daughter of John Clifford, 
a shoemaker in Wfiiteflriars. Her aunt, .i^ho had been in tlie 
country some time, copiing to London, called at BrowmigL-’s, 



342 


ELIZABETR BRO WNRIGG, 


hut was refused admittance hy ^he husband, who even tlirca- 
tencd to carry her before the Lord Mayor if she came there to 
make further dikurbances. The aunt was therefore going 
nvay, when Mrs, Deacon, a baker's wife, at the adjoining 
house;, called her in, and informed her that she and her family 
had often }n;ard mbap.ings and groans issue from Brownrigg’s 
house, and that sho suspected-the apprentices were treated 
■w’itli unwarrantable severity: xShe, likewise promised to exert 
herself to asceita’in the truth: 

At this juncture Mr. Browi^xigg, going to Hamjistoad on 
latsinoss, bougld^ hog, which He seht home. The'hog was put 
into a covered yard, having a sky-light,.,which"it was thought 
necessary to remove, in order to ;^ve air to the animal. A;i 
soon as it was known that th6 sky-light was removed, Mrs. 
Deacon ordered her servant to watch, in order, if possible, 
to discovCi'the girls. Deacon’s, servant-maid, looking from a 
window, saw one of the girls stooping down, on which she 
called her mistress, and she desired the attendance of some of 
the neighbours, who, having been witnesses of the sbockiiig 
.s(!cnc, some men got upon the deads, iwad dropped bits of dirt, 
ill order to induce the girl to speak to them; but she seemed 
■wholly incapable. , Hereupon Mrs. Deacdn sent to tin; girl’.s 
ii)(»ther-in-law, who immediately called on Mr. Gnmdy, one of 
the overseers of St. Dunstan’s; and represented the case. j\lr. 
( Irundy and the rest of the'overseers, with the women, wumt 
and demanded a sight of, Mary Clifford but Brownrigg, "who 
had nick-named her JTan, told them that hp knew no such per¬ 
son ; but if they wanted to see’J^y (meaning'Mary Mitchell), 
they might; and accordingly produced hejrf-.dXTpon this, Mi'. 
Deacon’s servant, declared that Maty Mitc|ml|.t^ n6t the girl 
they wanted. Mr. Grundy now l^t for a to search 

the house,but no discovnryw-astliefimade,c)ti'amiehMr. Brown¬ 
rigg threatened them with a^prosecutidhr. Mt Mri Grundy, 
with the sjiirit that became the’cfecer of a pwish, toolc Mary 
iMitcholl wdth him to the workhouse, where,;bn the taking olf 
luT leathern bodice, it stuck so fast to her wounds that she 
shrieked with the pain ; but, on being treated with great huma- 
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nit.y, and t'lld lhat she slioul<J not bo .sent back to Browm’iii;i;’s, 
sill' a:avo an account of the horrid treatment that slie and JMaiy 
< 'lillbrd liad .sustained, and confessed that .she had mot tlio latiev 
<»ii the stair.s just before they came to the house. Heroupon 
JMr. Grumly and some otluh's returned to the liou.so, to make a 
htficter .search, on which Brownrigg sent for a lawyer, in order 
f *) intinudate them, and even threatened a prosecution nnlo.ss 
tiiey immediately quitted the premi.se8. Ilnterrified by tho.'.e 
thi’oats, 'Mr. Grundy sent for a coaeli to carry Brownrigg to the 
(.'ojiipter, on Ayliich the latter promised to produce the girl in 
a1)out half an hour, if the coach wa.s discharged. This being 
consented to, the girl was produced from a cupboard, under a 
bn lot'in the dining-room, After a pair of shoes, which young 
Biownrigg had in his hand dmiiig the proposal, had been init 
n]Mni her. It is not in langviage to describe the miserable appear- 
;inco this poor girl made : almost her whole body was ulcerated. 
Being taken to tho workhouse, an apothecary was sent for, win* 
pronounced her to be in danger. Brownrigg was tln'.rcfore con¬ 
veyed to Wood Street Compter^ but his ’wife and .sou made 
their escape, taking with them a gold watch aiid some money. 
IMr. Br<nvmrigg was now carric/d before Alderman Crosby, wdio 
i'ully committed him, and ordered the girls to be taken to St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, where Mary Olilford died within a f* w 
days : and the coroner’s inquest being samraoned, found a ver¬ 
dict. of wilful murder against James and Elizabeth Brownrigg, 
and -John their sou. . 

In the meantime,,Mrs. Brownrigg’ and'her son moved from 
])]ace to place in„London, bought'clothes ih Rag Eau-, to di,-- 
gui.se themselves, andi.theu welit to A^^andaworth, whcrci tlic.y 
look lodgingsin .titebou.se of Mr Dunbar, who kept a chandler'.- 
shop. l5unbari:|^P®nihg 'fcb read a newspaper on the 15th oi' 
Augii.st, saw an.^'vertisement .So clearly describing his lodg';u>. 
that he harBno doubt but they w^re..the murderers. Ho tbeni- 
forc went to London the day, which was fcjundny, and 
going to churblj,' sent for Mr. Owen, the churchwarden, to at¬ 
tend him in the vestry, aqd gave him .such a description of the. 
parties that Mr. Owen desired Mr, Deacon, and Mr. ^Vhngravc, 
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11 constable, to go to Wandswortli and make the iieco&saiy lii- 
(luiry. , 

C)n their arrival at Dtnihar’is lionse they found the, ■\vreteluid 
mother and son in a room hy themselves, who evinced giiuit 
agitation at this discpvory. A coach Ixnng procun^d, tlu'y were 
conveyed to London,'without any person in Wandsworth having 
knoAvlcdge of the atfair, C7fo(^ptMr. and Mrs. Diuihar. 

On Saturday, September ii, 17G7, Brownrigg, his wife, and 
their soti, were tried at tlie Old Bailey for,the murder of Maiy 
CUidcml. The chief witness%as Mary Mitchell, the ap]n’i>ntie(', 
•svhose evidence developed ttife most unheard-of crueltie.s prac ¬ 
tised by Mrs. Brownrigg ; and, they being M'ithout parallel in 
the annals of crime, we subjoin theni. .She deposed that Mary 
Chfford liad heon a}>pre].iticed there a'year and,a half, and was 
a inontliuiKin liking. During that time she was used 'ivoll, lay 
on a good bed, and ate and drank hs the family did ; !.mt about 
a week after slie was bound her ill-treatment ])egan, and fur any 
trifling offence her mistre.Sfi beat her over the head and shoul¬ 
ders with a walking cane, and" a hearth bnish. Aftew she w!is 
hound she was made to lie on the parlour boards, or in tin- 
jiassage, and often in the' cellar: .and the reason alleged by 
lier mistress for using her thus was lier wetting the Ix-d. 
Sometimes she lay in her own clothes, or else had a hit of a 
blanket to cover her. At other times they were bt)th locked 
np in a coal-liolc uinlfit the cellar stairs. Then? she liad a 
sack stuffed Avith straw’ to lie' Upon, with a hit of hlanket to 
cover her, hut sometimes. ,she was quite naked. The reason 
Avhy lier mistress confined h^f in that dark liole avus because, 
being very liungry, the girl got,’up one niglit„ ,aud broke open 
the cupboard Avhere the A'ictnala Used to lie put, but found 
none. Her mistress-haying di^uvefed tliisj'tnado Ina'^strip lier- 
self to Avash, where she stood altvtfeat day' Aaked, her mistre.ss 
Avhipping her at intervals aU. the time, Mary Clifford was thou 
very near fifteen years^' of age.- 'The instrument her mistre.'.s 
made u.se of in beatifig Her was the stump of a riding Avhip. 
After that day her mistress obliged her to lie under the cellar 
stairs, the coals being taken out to make room for her. Some 
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tunes tliey woi'c l5oth locked in togetlier—that is, tVoiii Satui- 
(lay night till Stinday night, when their master and mistress 
Went into tlie country, during which time thay liad nothing to 
eat hilt a pi(‘ce of bffead, and nothing to drink j and wen* let 
(»ut of this dismal prison on Sunday nightd)y the a|)j)r(;ntiee 
hoy. At such times they were generajly locked uj) hy John the 
son, hut never hy their master, except oiice. All the hod the 
had to lie upon was sometimes some old rags they got oni 
of tile garret, aiid .sometimes they had only a hoy’.s waistcoat t o 
cover them, it being their mi.stres.s’s order that they .should 
not lie in their clothes, Aboiit a year and a half ago, John th 
.son heat Mary Clifford intli a leather straj), as hard as lie coul 
.strike, for not timiiiig up the parlour bed, tliongh it was heyon 
her .strength to do it. The woniuk iii her head and shoulders, 
which she had hut a little before received from Inw mi,stress, 
and hilt just .scabbed over, ti^ere now made to bleed afresly 
'J'he blood dropjied on the ground so as to make a small puddle, 
tjiiee lier master beat h«r with a hearth briisli, though neveu' 
but once, 

manner in which her mistress used, to beat her was, to tie 
her up hy the liaiids to a water-pipe iii the kitchen, and then to 
lash her n.aked body with a lioi’sewliip, and .she seldom left off till 
she had fetehed blood. About three months before her ma.ster, 
by her mistress’s desire, fastened a hook into the beam in the. 
kitchen. Tlic use that was made of this hook, was to tie Mary 
Clifford and herself up to be beat. When liilary Clifford wa.s ticsl 
up, she was alwiiys beat till she Wed. Some time befoj‘(^ the hoolc 
was put up, her mistress had been beating the girl a consider¬ 
able time with a'lioi’sewhip, and she was fastened to the water- 
pipe naked \ as she lutd unloos(ul her, John coming dow n, 
.she bid him itak'o the whip^aiid beat her, which he did, an'l 
gave her sever^d'sel^ere strokes. Another piimshmejit iullicted 
hy her merciless mistress bn Mary Clifford was, by putting a 
jaidc chain round her neck,,and fastening the other end of it to 
the yard door. It M^as drawn very tight round Jier neck, as 
hard as it could be without choking her. The fault she, was 
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1 i 1 11 ;;; I Im icd for was, tli at, beiii" tl^irsty in the night, si \ e hrolvc 

(lovrii some boai’ds to get a little water. Sh^ was chainod to 
the df)or all day, hnt loosed at night, and then sent into a cel¬ 
lar, with her hands .tied behind ?ior, the chain being still on lu'i’ 
nock, and locked Imder the cellar ;Stair8. aH* night. Her mis¬ 
tress having been sc>ine ca^ie home on Friday, 

tho 31st of July,, ■ Glifoi^^was tkw. pretty well in health, 
and lierwouni w?sre}.s<al>hedr.W^r^:hafc^^ her 

bead and siibttlder% '“Abott0^Vdock,thsi»t.in^^ her mis¬ 
tress went, dorm ^ tied the girl up to the 

liook, protending she haJ done no whilst, she was abroad ; 

then she horsewhipped her all ®P 

blood-trickled down to the ^own, and 

put her to the washing^tlih,' ^e']|»h^ and with the 

butt-end of the whip struck'her ItWp .or'Ihr^'l^ on the bead 
as slio M^as stooping over /the\|ub^ bidding , her work faster. 
Five times she was tied 'up whipped by her mis¬ 

tress, neither had she ahy,,'i|4j8l>/On'the day, which sIk^ 
was'charged not to put oti,' ' After ‘the last severe whipping on 
Friday, her head ahdjeihould^s.we^ and her whole 

body all over gashedj-vvith wo,uh|[s .pi ; her 

head, neck, and thrOht y(f|^e';|)rtdigiOu^y swelled, insomuch 
that her chin, cheeks^ hill^'^^^ mistress 

then began.*tobegone n^little „too far, and to 
us.|!uagothe swelUng.^^^J^^afpl^ifiee.pC'bread! an^ milk to her 
throat. If anything COulJ.ja^Jfef.lbe barbw^ of this woman 
is was, that she wo^dlhoh! ^Ijer tl^m to* cry out, however 
cruelly tortured; for*if tibhy’d^^e nevhf whipping them 
till they held their‘|(Ongue.;‘^!§y the eva^ij^ *it likewise ap¬ 
peared, that 

in her hand, the h^aidle of=w^^':hii^-«ae very 

m.ucl; ; which, Kte mistroM'. said, her swelled 

neck and face. The shrgfen,' iipder,wHpTge care she was at th«> 
lit)S]>ital, being asked wh^ -lie^^ih^ij^t. was the cause of the 
swelling in her neck, anid whether; a jack diain had been 
about it, it iia%ht hot bccasioh such 


fastened 


swelling. 
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nn^wereJ, it might, and tliero was on Ih'i- nook a sort of ling, 
a-, if somothing had been tied about it, which could not lx* 
(Miiscd by the saucepan. 

Tins was the substance of the evidence on this incraovablc* 
occasion. Mrs. Brownrigg, in her defence, partly ownc'd the 
(haige against her; but said, that in beating the girl, she had 
no design against her life. 

Tlie learned judge .summed up the evidence, and the jui \, 
after a sho.rt consultation, delivered a verdict of wilful minder 
against Elmabeth Brownrigg, whereupon she immediately re- 
(•('ived sentence to be executed On the Monday following. Th(> 
trial lasted from eight in the morning till six in the eveuiug, 
and the verdict seemed to give general satisfaction, which 
Avas expressed by the multitude in tlie yard, outside of the 
•Sessions House, in a manner ill adapted to the awfulness ol 
the event. 

Our object in giving an account of this wretched woman is 
to slioAv the human character iq all its wonderful varieties. It, 
is, hoAvever, a pleasing reflection to know that another mon¬ 
ster of so inhuman a disposition is scarcely to be found in the 
aiiiicds of the whole universe. 
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John Smith, 

Belief known by the name of BuckJiorse. 

J OHN SMITH, better known by the appellation of Buck- 
horse, was one of the singularities of nature, lie first 
saw the light in the house of ,a fiinner, in that pait of TjotuIoti 
Icuown by the name of Lewkner’s Lane, a place notorious in 
the extreme for the eccentricity of characters it contained, 
where the disciples of Bampfylde Mooie Carew were to he 
found in crowds, afid where of all descriptions resorted 

to regah; themseh'cs upon the good things of this life, laugliiug 
at the credulity of the public iii being-so easily duped by their 
iiujiositions; groups of the frail sisterhood adorned its jiur- 
lieux, whose nudkity of appearance and glibhmiiy of mother- 
tongue formed a promutent feature in this conglomeration of 
the vicious and depraved, by their coarse amours and bare¬ 
faced pilfering; the juvenile thief was soon taught to become. 
a,Ti adept in the profession, by taking out a handkerchief or a 
smdf-box from the pocket of a coat covered linlh hells, without 
ringing any of them, and the finished thief roosted here from 
the prying e 3 'e of society, and laid plans for his future depre¬ 
dations in the arms of, his unsophisticated charmer; those 
timhei-merchants who reduced their logs of wood to matches to 
light the public, might be observed issuing out in numbers 
from this receptacle of himstene. Costermongers, in droves, 
v'ere seen mounting their noddies, decOl^ted with hampers, 
scorn ing the- refined use of saddles and hridles ; and L^idncr's 
La ic Av'Ji-s not only celebrated amongst all its^ other attractions, 
in being the residence of a finisher of the'law (Tom Dennis) 
slaiigly denominated Jack Ketch, but acquired considerable 
notoriety by giving birth to tlie ugliness of a Buckhorse, and 
beauty to a celebrated female, who, possessing those irresistible 
charms that levelled all distinctions of‘rank before its superior 
pbn er, transplanted her from the rude and dirty company of 
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11h' (Iti.-t-liill to ilu* downy concli of* myalty. and w1io was i'nr 
many years the ‘ inial*!!' anil (devatcd I'il) of a <‘cl(‘l)ratcd fonr- 
in-liand baronet of llu' old seliuo] <it wliijis, mIiosc teals in 
dri\ in 4 and s[)orlini;' hi^lidired cattle, were considered tlieA'ery 
aeiui' of style, anil acliiiowledi^ed oiu' of tin* niosl liiinr'iihj lads 
vijion tile tnrf, M'lieii In* led fids fair j>lrrr uf the ei'i-ation to t le 
llynieiieal altar, who for a loiii^ period contimii'd iiji.'-nl in 
the hemisphere of tashion. 

it apjieai's, then, that few ]da<‘(;,s eoidd lioast of more oiiyi- 
nality of characti'r than HutL from which Jhickhoi-se sprany ; 
and from the variety of Inlimt here disphned, there is little 
donht he did tint long I'cmain a. luirirr. ^\s \\e lia\e ne\er 
been tronbled with any account to wliat (jiiinl-iittliuril ])ei’sonag“ 
he owed his origin, Ave cannot detm-mine, Init snilice to oliseiae, 
that /////c Ihickhorsi' and his mother were turned out njion the 
wide Avorld long bi'fore. he knew its slippery ijiialities, by tlie 
cruel piddiean, tlieir landlord, which inlmman circuiusiaiiee 
took place about, tlii' year 17d(». 

'J’his of nature, it should seem, was indebted to bis 

mother for uhat little instruction he reciuvi'd. tIio ]iiinci|ial of 
Avldeh was an extraordinary volubility of speceb, and iVoiii his 
early acijuaiutaiiciMvith the sti'eets ho picked up ihi' rest of hi' 
qualitications. 

lluckliorse’s coinpesition, howoTer rude and unsightly, was 
nut Avitlimitand although liis list might, not appear 
■'iiiiisii-'il to his antagonist by its potent fnnrJi^ yet wlieii a]iplied 
to his own chin Avas capable of producing a variety of jiopular 
tunes, tothe Jistonishnu'nt of all those Acho heard and saw him, 
by which iieculiar trait h<* mostly subsisted. It was a, common 
custom with him to allow any person to beat a tune on his 
chin for a penny, Avhich A\’as a .sonire of mueh profit, and 
added to that of sidling sAvitches for a half-jienn\' a-pieec-, Avas 
his only means of suhsistenee for many \ears. Jlis rrii of 
“ here, is iiretty switches to beat yonr Avives,” w us so siiigulai', 
that Shuter, the celebrated coim-dian, among his other imita¬ 
tions, AA'as more tlian successful in his attempts of ilucklguse, 
VA’hich Avere re])eatedl3' called for u second time. 
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A« .a T^iicklioiso raiilvedliiglifor coiirago and strength 

nniong tlo; Ixjxer.s of his day, iuid displayed gre.at muscular 
])nn'('i-s in tlu! l)a.ttl(‘S lie had contested ; and liki; many of the 
.sjiortiiig '-vras distingiiislmd by his nuinerous amours 

■with the gay nyni])hs of the to'wn, nioir by the. jiokmy of his 
.arm than the persuasive po'wers of rhetoi'ic, notwithstanding 
his rapid improveinents of the tongue. 

Ihicldiorse wa.s the person whom the late Duke of (^liieeny- 
bnry selected to ride for him, when he won his cel-ehrated 
wager against time. 


Thomas Hills Everitt, 

The Eiwrniotis Baby. 

''pilLS jirodigious child, an extracirdinary instance of tlie 
-*■ .sudden .and rapid increase of the human body, was born 
on the Till of February, 1779. His father, a mould-paper 
maker, conducted the paper-mills by the side of Enfield Marsh, 
and Avas about thirty-six years of age; the mother W'as foi-t}'- 
two, hut neither of the parents wa.s remarkable for eitlier size 
or staturi'. Thomas Avas their fifth child, and the iddest of the 
Ihrei' living in 1780 was twelve years old, and ratlier small of 
his .ago ; but the paternal grandfather was of a size larger than 
ordinary. They had another son of uncommon size, Avho died 
of the measles in January 1774, at the age of fifteen months. 

Thomas was not remarkably large when bom, but began, 
Avhen six weeks old, to grow apace, and attained a most extra- 
' i ditiary size. , At tlie age of nine months and tAvo weeks, his 
dimensions were taken by Mr. Sherwen, an ingenious surg(‘on 
ri'siding at Enfield, and compared with those of a lusty boy 
M veii yeai’s old. The result Avas as folloAvs- 



Tin: i:xoRM(>uH ii 

\nr. 


Dimensions of the child. 

Of the boy 


IucIk'.s. 

1 JlC.llCS, 

Girth I’ound the vrrist. 

... (r; 

- 

Ditto above the elbow . 

8.', 

.... 

Ditto of the leg near the auc.lc . 

... . j 

- «i 

Ditto of the. calf of the leg. 

... 12 

— 9 

Ditto I'l.nind the thigh.;. 

... IS 

-■ 1-7 

Ditto z’ound the small of the back... 

... 24- 

--- 

l>itto under the arm-pits and across 


the breast.. 

0-) r5 

. •» w w 

— 24 


]\[r. Sliorweii who, in November, 1779, tv.au.smitted tlie 
above acc.omit to Mr. Planta, secretary of the Koyal Society, 
added, that he should have been glad ^o have given the solid 
contiiuts of animal substance, but was i)revented by tin.* viilgai- 
prt'judice ('iitcrtaincd by the mother agaiiist weighing childi eii. 
]T(! could therefore only say that, when she exposed to view 
his legs, thighs, and broad back, it was iinpossibhj to b(i ini- 
])i(*,s>ed with any other idea than that of seeing a young giant. 
Ills weight was, however, guessed at nine stoint, and his height 
at this period Was three feet one inch'and a (jiuirter. 

The child was soon afterwards conveyed to tin; hoiisi* of a 
relation in (Jreat Turnstile, IIolboru,.hut the confined .sitnalion 
'Juid such an cfl'cct on his health, that it was found iKiccssary 
to carry him back to his native air. His extraordinary size 
t(‘ni 2 )ted his parents to remove him again to tin; inetro)»olis, 
and to exhildt him to the public. His dimensions, as stated in 
the hand-hills distributed, at the place of exhibition, and iiiidei- 
a picture of Mrs. Everitt aud her son, published in Januar}’^, 
1780, from wliieh the annexed print is cojned, ivere talo ii 
when he was eleven months old. His height was tlu n thive 
feet throe inches; his girth round tlm breast two feet six 
inelu'S; the loins, three feet one inch ; the thigh, ones foot t('i- 
itiches; the leg, one foot two inches; the arm, eleven inches 
and a half; the wrist, nine inches. 

He was well proportioned all over, and subsisted enlizely on 
llu‘ breast. His countenance was comely, hut had rathei- more 
expression than is usual at his age, and was exceedingly pb-ui- 
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iiti;-, IV.dii ]iis niiconimoiily^L!;()o(l-t('iui)crc(l. Ur luul V(‘ry 

fiii(‘ ])Uir bki]i, iVrci iroin nny klnnisli, r\ti(‘iur]y 

liv<‘ly, and liad :i brirlit. clear <*ye, IJis licud was i-atliersiuallei' 
in ])r()])urti((n tliaii liis otlier parts. From lliesci (•irennl^tan(’rs 
M]'. Shej’vv'eii ventured tn pro.^nosticatc! tliaX In*, was as lilscly (o 
ai'i'ive at raaXiirity, aecid(*ntal diseases’ excepted, as anj’ eliild 
lie (‘ver saw. This oiiinion inight, undoubtedly, have been 
well luiiuded, notwithstanding the child’,s death, which took 
]ilaee about the- middle of 1780, before he had attained the age 
of (‘iuhtt'en months. 


Elias Hoyle, 

Of Soivcrby^ 1 'orhshii r 

XX 7Fi ha\ e ab’eady given several iri.stanecs of ri'inarkuilih* 
* * longevity, and now add to the list the wiieiulde name 
of KliusS llojle. 

Thi.s venerable man was a native of Sowerby, in Voi-k-sliu’e, 
being, at the time the accompanying portrait was taken, 11:3 
)ears of age. liis life is another convincing proof of the in¬ 
valuable bles.sings of sobriety and industry ; for, by his labour 
alom*, '• that oflsjning of want and mother of health,” he maiii- 
taiiied a numerous family in glorious independence : not one of 
th('m i-(‘eeiving jiaruchial relief, although he -was only a jourmw- 
mau mechanic: he was enabled to follow his employment till 
he was lit* years old. 






Joseph Capper, 

The Enemy of Flies. 

J OSEni CAPPER was Lorn in Cliesliire, of humble parents ; 

his family being numerous, he came to London at an early 
age, to shift for himsell", as he used to say, and was bound ap- 
])rontice to a grocer. Mr. Cajiper soon manifested grc'at (]uick- 
ness and industry, and jiroved a most A^aluable, S('rvant to his 
master. Jt was one of the cliief boasts of hi.s life tliat he had 
gained tlu* confidence of his employer, and had nevcu- be¬ 
trayed it. 

IhuTig of an (aitorprising spirit, Mr. Capper commenced busi- 
ne.''.s as soon as he was out of his apprenticeship, in the neigh- 
l>uurhood of Rosemary Lane. His old master was his only 
irient], and recommended him so sti-ongly to the dealers in his 
liu(‘, that cnaiit to a very large amount was given him. In 
]»roportion as he became successful, he embarked in various 
s[u>cu]ations, but in none was so fortunate as in the funds. 
He. at length amassed a sum sufficient to decline all business 
whativer. ■ * 

Mr. Capper therefore resolved to retire from the bustle f)f 
lile. This best suited his disposition; for although he pos¬ 
sessed many amiable qualities, yet ho was the most tyrannical 
and overbearing man living, and never seemed so happy as 
when placed by the side of a churlish companion. For several 
days he walked about the vicinity of London searching for 
lodgings, without being able to please himself. Being one day 
much fatigued, he called at the Homs, Kenningtoii, took a 
chop, and spent the day, and asked for a bed in his usual blunt 
manner, when he was answered in the same churlish style by 
the landlord that he could not have one. Mr. Capper was rc 
solved to stop, if he could, all his life, to plague the grmling 
fellow, and refused to retire. After some altercation, however, 
he was accommodated with a bed, and never slept out of it for 
twenty-five y'cars. During that time he made no agreement 
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foj' lodging or eating, but wished to b('. considered a customer 
only for tbe day. For many ycar.s he talk('(l about quitting 
tliiK residence tlie next day. His manner of living A\as so 
methodical, that he would not drink liis tea out of any other 
than a favourite cup. He was equally jiarticular with respect 
to his knives and Ibrks, plates, &c. In winter and summer lie 
rose at the, same hour, and when the mornings were dark, he 
was so accustomed to the house, that ho walked about the 
apartments without the assistance of any light. At breakfast 
lie arranged, in a peculiar way, the paraphenialia of the tea- 
table, but first of all he would read the newspapers. At dinner 
he also ob.served a general rule, and invariably drank his jjint 
(»f wine. ITis supper was uniformly a gill of rum, with sugar, 
lemon-pcol, and port wine, mixed together; the latter lu' savc^d 
from tin; junt he had at dinner. From this econoniicnl plan he 
)iever deviated. His bill for a fortnight amounted regularly 
it) £i 18s. He called himself the Chamjuon of Government, 
and his greatest glory was certainly his country and King. 
Ho joined in all subscriptions which tended ti> the aid of 
G()V('rmnent. Ho was exceedingly choleric, and nothing raisial 
his anger so soon as declaiming against the British Constitu¬ 
tion. In the parlour he kept his hivourite chair, and there he 
would (»ften amuse himself with satirising the customers or the 
landlord, if he could make his jokes tell better. ' It was liis 
maxim neveu’ to join in general conversation, but to interriq)t 
it AvJioiuivcr ho could say anything ill-natured. Mr. Ca])per’s 
(conduct to his relations was exceedingly capricious; lui never 
Avould see any of them. As they were chiefly.in indigent cir¬ 
cumstances, ho had frequent applications from them to borroAv 
money. “Are they industriousT he would inquire, when 
being answered in the affiriiiative, he would add, “ Tell them I 
have been deceived already,-never wull ailvancc a sixjamco 
by way of loan, but I will give them the sum they want, and if 
i!ver 1 hear they make known the circumstance, I will cut them 
ofl‘with a shilling.” 

Soon lifter Mr. Townsend became landlord of the Horns he 
had au opportunity of making a few good ready-nioney pur- 
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ajicl a]')plio(l to tlui olj mmi lor a tciiiporaiy loan;—f 
■s^ ii^li,” said la*. ‘‘ to sor\ (‘ you, Towiisond, you sch-iu an indiis- 
tj'iou.s iMlow; but how is it to bo done, Mr. Townsend ? 1 
]ia\'i‘ snan-n ne\ i'r to lend, 1 must tln'roibre give it thee,” wbieli 
lie aec.ordiiigiy did ilu; following day. Mr. Townsend i)i‘i)ved 
gi'atel'ul f()]-tbi.s mark of liberality, and never ceased to admi¬ 
nister to him <-,very comfort the homse. would alford; and, wliat 
\vas, pethai>s, jrioi'c gratifying to the old mail, ho indulged hiuj 
ill hi.s eccentricities. 

JMr. f'apjier was elected steward of the jiarlour lin*, and if 
any ])ersons were daring enough to put a iioker in it witlmiit 
his permission, they stood a fair chance of feeling tlu' weight 
of his caiu‘. In summer time a favourite diversion ol’ his was 
killing nil's in the parlour with his cane; but as he was sen- 
sibh' of I lie. ill ojiiiiion this would produce among the by¬ 
standers, be would with great ingenuity introduce a story 
about the ra.scality of all Frenchmen, “ whom,” says he, “ 1 
hall* and di'test, and would knock down just the .same as the.s** 
Hies.” This was the signal for attack, and pre.seiuly the kilh'd 
and wounded were scattered about in all cpiarters of the room. 

This truly eccentric character lived to the age ol‘ seventy- 
se-\'en, in excellent health, and it wuas not until the Tuesday 
moniing before his decease that a visible alteraliou was pi'i - 
cci^ i'd ill him. Having ilsen at an eiu’licr period than usual, 
he w;is observed to walk about the house exceedingly agitated 
and convulsed. Mr. Townsend pre,ssed him to, suffer nuidical a,s- 
sistance to be sent for, wliich Mr. Capper then, and at all times, 
had a great aversion to. He asked fiy a pen and ink, and 
evinced great anxiety to ^VTite, but could not. Mr. Townsend, 
apprehending his dissolution nigh, endeavoured, but in vain, to 
get jiennission to send for Mr. Capper’s relations, and tried to 
o))tain their addi-ess for that purpose, llarofused, saying tlial 
he should be better. On the^ seccftid day, seeing no hojie.s of 
recovery, Mr. Townsend called in four respectable gentlonum 
of the neighbourhood, and had seals put upon all Mr. Ca-ppiir’s 
property. One of tho four gentlemen recollected the adthess 
of Mr. Ca]iper’s two nephews, of the name of Hutton, who 

23—2 
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Averc immediately sent for. Thej" rcsidec] in tlic iK‘i;4libonr- 
liood of Rosemary Lane. 

As soon as the old gentleman’s dissolution had taken place. 
Ills desks, trun]c.s, and boxes AA’^ere opejied by the Messrs. 
Duttons and their lawyer, Avlien they found one hundred pounds 
in Bank notes?, a few guineas, a great many government secu¬ 
rities, and a will, which the parties present proceeded to read. 
It Avas curiously worded, and made on the back of a sheet of 
banker,s’ checks. It was dated five years back, and the bulk of 
his i)roperty, whicli was then upAvards of £30,000, he left 
equally amongst his poor relations. The tAvo nepheAvs Avere 
nominated his executors, and were be(|ueathed betAA^een them 
£8000 in the three-per-cents. What had become of all the 
property which had been accumulating since the Avill was 
made did not appeal*. From Mr. Capper’s declaration in his 
lifetime, there was reason to suppose he had made another 
Avill, as the one found did not appear to be witnessed. 

The remains of the old gentleman were deposited in Ahlgate 
Church-yard, Avhere his deceased sister was likoAvise laid. 


Margaret Finch, 

Qneen of the Gipsies. 

TVyr.ARGARET FINCH, Queen of the Gipsies, was born at 
Sutton in Kent, in the year 1631, and after travelling 
over various parts of the kingdom, for nearly a century, settled 
at Norwood, whitlier her great age and the fame of her fortune- 
telling talents attracted numerous visitors. 

From a constant habit of sitting on the ground with her 
chin restmg on her knees, generally with a pipe in her mouth, 
and attended by her faithful dog, her sinews at length became 
so contracted, that she w'as unable to rise from that posture. 
Accordingly, after her death, it was found necessary to inclo.se 
her body in a deep square box. She died in October, 1740, at 
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ilu? great age of 109 years.^ Her remains were conveyed-in a 
Jiearse, attended by two mourning coaches, to Beckenham in 
Kent, where a sermon was preached on the occasion to a great 
concourse of people who assembled to witness the ceremony. 

The picture of Margaret Finch adonis the sign of a house of 
public entertainment at Norwood, called the Gipsy House, 
which is situated on a small green, in a valley, surrounded by 
woods. On this green, a few families of Gipsies pitched their 
touts for a great number of years in the summer season;.in 
winter either proeurihg lodgings in the metropolis, or taking 
up their, abode in,bams in some of the more distant counties. 
After the inclosiire of Norwood, however, they were obliged 
to remove farther away, and confine themselves to daily 
excursions to the Gipsy House, for the purpose of obtaining 
money from the credulous Visitors to that place. The Rev. 
Mr. Lysons, in his “Environ^ of London,” says, “ In a cottage 
adjoining the Gipsy House, lives an old woman, grand-daughter 
of Queen Margaret, who inherits heiv title. She is niece to 
Queen Bridget, who was herself niece to Margaret Finch, and 
was buried at Dulwich in 1768. It does not appear that the 
gipsies pay her any particular respect, or that she differs from 
the rest of the tribe in any other point than that of being a 
householder.” Slie, however, has long since paid the debt of 
nature. 


Miss Hawtin, 

Born without Arms. 

M ISS HAWTiN, was a native of Coventry, bora jvithout 
aims, and remarkable for the dexterity with which her 
feet performed all the offices of hands. With her toes she 
would cut out watch-papers, with such ingenuity and despatch 
as to astoni.sh ever}'- beholder; and numbers of these,papers 
were kept a.s great curiosities by many who visited her. She 



358 CHARLES DOIfERY, 

could lilfowise uso her needle and Jier pen groat iacilit5^ 
These, extraordinary talents she exhibited to the great gratifica¬ 
tion of the public, in almost every town,of England, till shoj-tJy 
before her death. 


Charles Domery, 

The Remarkable, GhUton* -f 

^ HA TILES DOMERV, a native of I}enche,,on the froiiticu s 
of Poland, at the age of 21, was brought to the prison of 
Liverpool in February, 1799, having been a soldier in tin 
French service on board the Hoche, captured by the squadron 
under the command of Sir J. B. Warren, off Ireland. 

1 le was one of nine brothers, who, with their father, v'ere 
1 t'uiarkable for the voraciousness of their"appetites. Tiny Mn'i-c' 
all ])laced early in the army; and the peculiai' craving foi- 
fooil with this young man began at thirteen years of ago. 

He was allowed two rations in the army, and by hi.s oarn- 
ingH, or the indulgence of Ins comrades, procured an additional 
Mipidy. 

When ill the camp, if bread or me^t were scarce, he made 
lip the delicioiicy by eating four or five pounds of grass daily ; 
and in one year devoured 174 cats (not tbeir sjeins) dead or 
alive ; and says, he had several severe conflicts in the. act of 
de.stroying them, by feelhjg tjie effect of their torments on his 
face and hands : sometimes ho Icilled thorn before eating, but 
when A^ery hungry, did not wait to perform tliis humane ofiici*. 

Dogs and rats equally suffered from his merdloss jaws; and 
if much lunched by famine, the entrails of animals 'indiscrimin¬ 
ately became his prey. The above facts are attested by Picaid, 
a respectable man, who was his comrade in the same regiment 
on board the Hoche, and who had often seen him feed on 
those animals. 

AVhen the ship on board of which he was, had surrendered 
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after an obstinate action, finding liimself, as usual, hungry, 
and nothing else in his way but a man’s leg, which u as shot 
off, lying before hint, he attacked it greedily, and was feeding 
heartily when a sailor snatched it from him, and tlu’cw it over¬ 
board. . , i , 

Whihi he was in prison, he ‘ate one dbad cat, and abopt 
twenty rats. Brit wliat he delighted most in was raw meal, 
beef, or muttoni’of which, though plentifully supplied by eating 
the rations of ten nlem daily, he complained he had not the same 
quantity, noi^iadulged in eating so much as he used to do, 
when in Franck: , French prisoners of war were at this 
time maintained at the expense of their own nation, and were 
each allowed the following daily rations :—^twenty-six ounces 
of bread, half a pound of greens, two ounces of butter, or six 
ounces of cheese, / 

He often devoured a bullock’s liver raw;, three pounds of 
candles, and a few pounds of raw beef, in one day, without 
tasting,bread or vegetables, washing itvdown >vitli water, if Ins 
allowance of beer was expended. . , - /.'-'it;' 

His subsistence, independent of hiis'' own rations, aroscj 
from the generosity of the prisoners, who gave •him a sharci 
of their allowance. , 'Nor was his stomach confined to meat; 
for when in the hospitjd, where some pf the patients refused to 
take their medicines, Domery had no objection to perform this 
for them, whatever; tlie contents, or however large; his stomach 
never rejected ahyt^g, as he never vomited. 

Wishing fairly to try how muoh .hf ^o^fi^ally could cat in one 
day, on thelYth of S%)temb^ four o’clock in the 

morning ho breakfasted on foimppd^' of yaw cow’s udder; at 
half-past nine, ,ih presence of Dfi, Jdhaston, commissioner of 
sick and Wbundod seamen, and his son, ]\lr. 

Forster,- agent for prisoners, aridre^ect'a^^ gentlemen, 
ho exhibited his power as foUowS : !lher© was set before him 
five ])ounds of raw beef, and twelve tallow candles of a pound 
weight, and one bottle pf porter; these he finished by half-])ast 
ten o’clock. At one o’clock there was again put before him 
five pounds of beef and one pound of candles, with three hot- 
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ties of porter ; at which time he was locked up in the room, 
and sentries placed at the windows to prevent his throwin*; 
away any of his provisions. At two o’clock he had neail} 
finished the whole of the candles, and a great part of the 
beef, but bad neither evacuation by vomiting, stool, oi 
urine j his skin was cool, and pulse regular, anJ in good 
spirits. At a quarter past six, when he wa,s tp be returned 
to his prison, ho had devoured the whole, 'and declared he 
eonld have eaten more; but from the prisoners without 
telling that some experiment was being ^made on him, 
he began to bo alarmed. It is also to be observed that the 
clay was hot, and not having his usual exercise in the jard, 
it may be presumed he would have otherwise had a better aj>pe- 
tite. On recapitulating the whole consumption of this day, it 
stands thus:— 

Raw cow’s udder. 4 pounds. 

Raw beef... 10 

Candles . 2' 


Total . 16 pounds, besides live 

botfles of porter. 

Tlie eagerness with which he attacked his beef when his 
stomach was not gorged, resembled the voracity of a hungiy wolf, 
tearing off and swallowing it with canine greediness.. When 
his throat was dry fixjpii continued egicercis^ he lubricated it by 
.stripping the grease off the candles between his |cetb, vdiich he 
generally finished at three mouthfuls, and wrapping the wick 
like a bull, string and all, it after at a swaI]oW4 He could, 
when no choice was Ifi^, niake shift to dine on imm<*nse quan¬ 
tities of raw portatoea, usr ^umipsj but, from ohodpe, would 
never desire to taste Vegetables* 

He was in every healthy, his tongue clean, and his eyes 
lively. 

After he went to the prison, he dauced, smoked liis pipe, and 
drank a bottle of porter; and, by four the next morning, ho 
awoke with his usual ravenous appetite, which he quieted by a 
few pounds of raw beef. 
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Ho was six feet three inchci high, pale oomplexiori, grey eyes, 
long brown hair, well made but thin, his countenance rather 
pleasant, and was good tempered. 

The above was written.from his own mouth, in the presence of, 
and attested by, Destauban,. Fteuch Surgeon; Le Fournier, 
Steward of the Hospital 1 ; l^vet^ Gommissaire de la Prison ; 
Le Flem, Soldat 4© la seconde Demi Biigade, and Thomas Cocli- 
i-ane, M.D., Infipector and Surgeon of the Prison, and Agent, &c, 
for Sick and Wounded Seamen, ' 

Livei-pool, 9, 1799. ' 

John Bynon, 

Clerk in the Office for Sick and- Wotmded Seamen. 

Queries and Answers, 

1. What were the circumstances of his sleep and perspira¬ 
tion? :■ : 

He got to bed about eight o’clock;.at immediately 

after which he began to sweat, aiid thatprofusely, as to ])e 
obliged to throw: off his shirt. He felt ei^reinely liot, and in 
an hour or two after went to sleep, wluch l^ted until one in the 
morning, after whidi be alwa^^s fcH, lum^eff hungry, even 
though he had lain down with a fuU StKMnach. He then at(' 
bread or beoi^ .pr whaler provi^on hO might have reserved 
through the day.; aiid if:^© had beguiled the time in 

smoking tobatS^k About twqf<i*(34*^ l^ft.Went to sleep again, 
and awoke af fivo or six win ^ violent 

perspiration, with, ^reat '^ira.''9A getting up ; 

and-when hkhdd iaid in a ffesb cai^,!kf raw/me (to use liis 
own 0xpi^8si<iai)i, he felthiabody iaAgOpjd ^te. He sweated 
Avhile he wasieating j- and it w^ probfcldjFMJWjlig to this constant 
j>ropen6ity to es^alatlbh from the.Sur^^-bfJ^the body, that ’jis 
skin was commonly found to be 00®^* ' - * . 

2. What was his heat by the. thermometer? 

“I have often tried it; and found it to be of the standard tem¬ 
perature of the human body.' His pulse was eighty-four; full 
and regular. - 
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■ 3, Could this ravenous ai) 2 ')e^.ite bo traced higher than his 
father? 

Ho knew nothii^g of his ancestors beyond his father. Wlien 
he l(jft the country, eleven, years ago^ liis father was alive, aged 
about fifty, a tall,‘stout man; always "healthy, and he could re¬ 
member was a great eater ; hefwks to 6 yoimg to recollect the 
quantity, but that he eat hie m»at half boiled. He did not 
recollect that either liimself bt, his brothers had any ailment, 
excepting the sTnall-piox; whish ehdbd favourably with them 
all. He was then an infant. His face was perfectly smooth. 

4. Was liis musmilar streng^ greater or less than that of oIIku- 
in eii at his time of life ? 

Though his muscles were pretty firm, I do not think they were 
so full or plump as those of most other men. Ho had, however, 
by his own declaration, carried a load of three hundred weight 
of flour in France, and marched foirrteen leagues in a day. 

5. Was he dull or intelligent ? , - 

He could neither read hor wfite, but was very intelligent and 
cctnversablcf and could’^ve a distinct and consistent answer to 
any question pat tb liim.v I have put a variety at differciit times, 
and in different shai)eSji’ tending to throw ah the liglit possible 
(ui his history, and never fptjnd that hO varied ; so that 1 am 
inclined to believe tfiait.hbbdhered tp truth. 

C. Under what circumstance .did his voyaaons disposition 
first come on? „ 


It came on at the ago of thirteen, iis lias' bbbh, already stated. 
He was .then in,.,:^¥iaej^ 6 &^;{Piai 8 sia 3 ^ of Tliion- 

vill(*; they were for prori.sion, 

'as ho foimd th|s>,<j<|id"'ri^, 6 uit hirn into the 

u. who pre- 

,iil(\l him^^'^rith.a melon, whiplf ?;he dfitpured, rind and 
all, and then an ifiiiifcnse quantity aritlj^ariety of other species 
(>f food, to the great-entertainment of that ofScer and his suite. 
From that time he preferred raw to dressed meat: and 
when he ate a modcirtite*quantity of what had been either 
roasted or boiled, he,threw it up immediately. AVliat is stated 
above, therefore, respecting his never vomiting, is not to be 
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, nnderylood litendly, Init iinjiorts laoi’i'l}' that those tilings 
wliidi are must nauseous to otliers liad do effect upon Ids 
stoiuacli. 

TLen*. is uothing farther to remark fftit that after the attested 
narrative was drawn ^iipp he repeatedly ind'ulged hiiuse-lf iu 
till' cruel ]‘eiia,sts before dcscrihedgdeV’Ounng tlio whole animal, 
except the skin, bones, and bowels: but. this was put a stop 
to, on account,of the scandal W^ich avus justly excited. 

Fn coji.sidoriftg this case, it seeaais to afford some mattej-s foi' 
reHection, vdiich {ire not only objects of considerable novelty 
and curiosity, but interesting ,^d important^ by throwing light 
on the iwocess hy which the food is digested and disposed of. 

Monstro.sity anc[ disease, wliether in the structure of parts, 
or in tlie functions and appetites, illustrate particular jioinfs of 
111 *' juiimal economy, hy exhibiting them in certain ridations in 
n hich tlie.y arc not to he met witli in the common course, of 
nature. The power of the stomach,, in.so quickly dissoh ing, 
a.-siinilatiug, and disposing of the ahmeut in . ordinary cases, 
must strike every roffcctiiig ptwsah: >yith wondelrbut Die his¬ 
tory of this case affords a moj;e palpable proof, aind more cleai- 
coucojitiou of these processes, just as,Objects of sight lieconic 
nior(.i scuisible and striking wheh'viewed by a ma.ghifying glass, 
or when exhibited on a' larger scale.*■" 

I’lie facts here set forth tohd also to place in a strong ligiit 
the great importance of tke discharge by the skin, and to prove 
that it i.s hy thie-outlet, moro than’by the bowels,'that the ex- 
crementitious parts off^^the Jiliraent„aT0>ey^aited—tliat there 
is an admirable cori^'^ation established d^tweeii' the skin and 
tlio .stomach, by iitn^hs'of that ndhsto|,hf;|>aPt8 so observable 
and .so necessary to theofcher!ffiB6tiq»8,'of:^l|ea^inaleconoijiy - - 
and that the puiq>6^e of alitment is iuOfi/?h^6ly tbsadmhn.sh-j' to 
the growth and fopiliriof the body, but by'11^9 hulk, and pef;uli:u- 
stimulus to maintain th^ play of the organs .essential to life. 

From .such p, subject as this the heart naturally revolts, and 
we aie hap])y in clo.sing so disagreeable a biography. May 
..future rccord.s never he stained \nth, another so dot(!Stal)je a 
creature as Charles Domery—so appalling to every natural Jind 
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ei\ ilizwl feeling, so degrading tp the human character. Tlun-e, 
are, numerous instances (if voracity in existence, but none so 
revolting to humanity as this. 


Thomas Pat*r, 

iV/io died at the age of jgz Years. 

J N the year 1635, John Taylor, the water poet, published a 
]jamphlet, “The Olde, Olde, Very Olde Man ; or, The Age 
and liong Life of Thomas Pan’, the Sonne of John Parr, of 
Winnington, iji the Parish of AWerbury, in the County of 
Salopp (or Shropshire), who was born in the reign of Edward 
tlm TVth, and is now living in the Strand, being aged 15’j 
years and odd monthes. His manner of life and Cfiuversation 
in so long a pilgrimage; his marriages, and his bringing up to 
London about the end of September last, 1635.” 

From this scarce book, which is Almost the only work rtf 
authenticity that colitams any particulars conccniing, the vene¬ 
rable subject of this article, we shall present the reader A\dth a 
lew oxti-acts. 

“ The Eight Hon. Thomas Earl of Arundel and Suirev, Eai l 
Marshal of England, &c., being lately in Shropshire to visit 
some lands and manors, which his lordship holds’ in that county; 
or, for s(jmo other pcc^ions of iniportancc, the report of this 
aged nuin was eertined to his honour; who hearing of so re¬ 
markable a piece of antiquity, his lordsliip was pleased to see 
liiin, and in his- innate nobler and Christian piety, he took him 
into his charitable tuition and protection ; commanding a litter 
and two horses, (for the more easy carriage of a man so en¬ 
feebled and worn with age) to be provided for him ; also, that 
a daughter-in-law of hi^ (named Lucy) should likewise attend 
him, and have a horse for her oAvne nding with him ; and to 
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oht*(>r up tho old luau, and make liim merry; there was aii 
antique-laced felloAv, calleil .laftk, or John the Fool, Avith a 
Idgli and mighty no beard, that had also a horse foi* liis can-iage. 
Tliese all Avere to be brought out of the country to London, by 
easie jhiiirneys, the charges being alloAved by his lordship : and 
likcAvise one of his Ijonour’s owm serA'ants, named Ilrian Kelly, 
to ride on horseback witli them, and to attend and defray all 
manner of reckonings an<l expenses ; all AA'hich A\'as done accord¬ 
ingly as folloAA’eth. 

“ Winningt.on is a hamlet in the parish of Alderbury, near a 
place called the Welsh Poole, eight miles from ShreA^^sbul•y ; 
from Avhence he Avas can-ied to Wem, a toAvn of the earl’s 
aforesaid; and the next day to Sheffnal, (a manor house of 
his lordship’s) Avhere tlu^y likevv'ise stayed one night; from 
tSheflTnal they came to AV^olverhampton, and the next day to 
Brimicham, from thence to Covnmtry, and although Master 
Kelley had much to d(t to keep the peojde off: they pressed 
upon him, in all places Avhere he came,,yet at Ooventjy he Avas 
most opprest: for they came in such multitudes to see the old 
man, that' those Avho defended him Avci-e almost (piite tyred and 
spent, and the aged man in danger to haA'e been stifled ; and 
in a Avord, the rahhle Avere so unruly, that Biyan was in dnuht 
he should l)ring his charge no fuitlufi'; (so greedy are the vulgar 
to hearken to, or gaze after novelties.) 

“ The trouble being over, the next day they passed to Daveu- 
try, to Stony-stratford, to liedbum, and so to London, Avhere 
he is well entertained and accommodat(‘d Avith all things, having 
all the aforesaid attendants at the sole charge and cost of his 
lordship.” 

The above-mentioned Avriter then proceeds to inform us, in 
A-ers“, that “ Jolin Parr, (a man that liA'-ed hy husbandry) 

“ Begot this Thomas Parr, and bom was he 
The year of fourteen hundred, eighty tliree. 

And as his father’s living and his trade. 

Was plough and cart, scythe, sickle, hill, and spade, 

The harrow, mattock, flail, rake, fork, and go.'ui, 

And whip, and how to load and to imload: 
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• Old Tom. liath slicw’d himself the son of Jolm, 

And from his faiht'rs fuiAtion has not gone.” 

ITe lluMi coniiimes :— 

“ Tom Tarr hath lived, as by fccord appears, 

ISine months, one hundred fifty and two years. 

For hy records, and true certilicato, 

I'h'om Shropshire late, relations doth relate. 

That he lived Bcvontoen years with John his father. 

And eighteen with a master, which i gather 
To ho full thirty-live; his sire’.s decease 
Loft him four years’ possession of a lease; 

Which past, liOAvis I’orter, gentleman, did .tlun 
]'V)r twonly-onc years grant his lease ugen ; 

That lease exjiired, the son of Lewis, called John, 

I.et him the like lease, and that time being goni;, 

Then Hugh, the sou of John, (last named lieibre) 

For one and Uventy years, sold one lease moi o. 

And lastly, ho hath lield from Jolm, Hugh’s son, 

A lease for’s life these tifty years outaam ; 

And till old Thomas Parr to earth again 
llelurn, the last lease must his own vcnitiiu.” 

Jdlin Ta^'lur thou relates the following curious luieodolt' of 
Old Farr’s craft in endeavouring to over-reach his landlord. 

•• IIis three leases of sixty-three years Iteing ox])ired, In* took 
liis last lease of his landlord? (oneJMastor Jolm Porter) for his 
life, with which haise he hath lived more than tifty years; *l)ut 
this old man would (for Ids wife’s sake,) renew his leaser fur 
years, which his landlord would not consent unto ; wlnu’efore 
old Farr, (having been long blind) sitting in his chair hy the 
tire, Ids wife looked out of the ^window, and })ercei\'ed Master 
Jhln ard Fort(!r, son of his Landlord, to c^ome toAvanhs tludr 
lioAise, Avhicli she told lier husband; saying, ‘husband, our 
young landlord is coming hither.' ‘ Is he so ]’ said old Pan-, 

‘ 1 pi-ilhce, wife, lay a pin on tlie ground near my foot, or at 
my right toe,’ which she did, and-when'Master Porter, (yet 
forty years old) was come into the liousc, after salutations 
between them, tlio old man said, ‘wife, is not tliat a in’n Avhieh 
lies at my foot ‘ Truly, husband,’ quoth she, ‘ it is a }>in 
indeed,’ so she took up the pin, and Master Porter was half in 
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a maze that the old man had recovcn'e-d his sight again ; l)iii it 
was quickly found to ho a wittV conceit, tlierehy to hn,ve ihou 
su])])u.s(* liini to ho moro lively than ho was, la-cause. ho Inqu^d 
to have his leasi' renewed for Jiis wife’s sake, as aioresaid.” 

With rcs])ect to his matrimonial connexions, Taylor says 


“ A tedious time a bachelor ho tarried, 

Full eighty years of age. before he married: 

His continenoo to question I’ll not call, 

Man’s frailty’s weak, and oft to slijj and fall, 
hio doubt but he in fourscore years doth find, 

In Halop’s countiy, females fair and kind: 

Hut what have 1 to do with that ? let pass— 

At the age aforesaid he first married was 

I'o Jane, John Taylor’s daughter; and ’tis said, 

That she, (before he had her) was a maid. 

With her he lived years threo times ten and two, 
And then she died (as all good wives will do). 
Slio dead, he ten years did a widower stay, 

Then onco more ventured in the wedlock way: 
And in afieotion to his first wife Jane, 

Ho took another of that name again: 

(With wliora ho now doth live) she was a widow 
To (me named Anthony (and surnamed Adda) 
She was (as by report it doth api)ear) 

Of Gillsctt’s parish, in, Montgomeryshire, 

The daughter of John Floyde (corruptly Flood) 
Of ancient house, and gentle Cambrian blood.” 


Of Tlnmiaa Pair’s issue, the same writer says, in plain pro.s(.f. 
“ Tic hath had two children by his first wife, a son, and a 
daughter; th(‘ boy’s name av;xs John, and lived but t<;n w(;eks, 
tin' girl Avas named Joan, and she lived but three wccdcs.” 

A story of an intrigue for Avhich Old Thomas was chastised 
by the chui'ch, is thus versified by ’f’aylor:— 

In’s first wife’s time. 

He frailly, foully, fell into a crime, 

Which richer, poorer, older men, and younger, 

More base, more noble, Aveaker men, and stronger 

Have fall’n into,-:- 

for from the emperor to the russet clown, 

All states, each sex, from cottage to the crown, 

I lave in all agea since the first creation, 

I’.cen foil’d, and overthrown with love’s temptation; 
fSo Avas Old Thomas, for he chanced to spy 
A beauty, and Ioa’o entered at his eye; 
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Whose powerful motion drew on sweet consent, 

'(lonsent drew action, actign drew content; 

But when the period of those joys were past. 

Those sweet delights were sourly sauced at lust. 

Fair Katharin Milton was this beauty bright, 

(Fair like an angel, but in weight too light) 

VVhose fervent feature did inilame so far, 

The ardent fervor of old Thomas Parr, 

That for law’s satisfaction, ’twas thought meet, 
lie should be purged, by standing in a sheet; 

Which aged fhc) one hundred and live year, 

In Alberbury’s parish church did wear. 

Should all that so offend such pennaunc6 do, 

Oh, wliat a price would linen rise unto! 

All would bo turned to sheets; our shirts and smocks, 

Our table linen, very porters’ frocks, 

Would hai’dly ’scape transforming.” 

Mr. Grainger, in las Biographical History of England, says 
that “ at a hundred and tAventy he married Catherine Miltnn, 
his secolid tvife, tvhom lie got with child; and was, after that 
ora of his life, employed in thrashing and other husbandry 
Avork. Wlum he was about a hundred and fifty-tAvo years of 
age, he Avas brought U]) to Loudon by Thomas, Earl of Arundel, 
and canied to court. The King (Charles I.) said to him, ‘ You 
have lived longer than any other men ; what haA’o you done 
more than other men ? ’ He replied, ‘ I did penance Avheii 1 
Avas a hundred years old.’ ” 

The concluding scene of Old Parr’s life is thus described by 
Taylor 

“-His limbs their strength have left. 

His teeth all gone (but one) his sight bereft. 

His sinews shrimk, his blood most chill and cold, 

Small solace, imperfections manifold : 

Yet still his spirits possess his mortal trunk, 

I^or are hia senses in his ruins shrunk; 

But that his hearing’s quick, his stomach good, 

He’ll feed well, sleep well, well digest his food. 

He will speak heartily, laugh and be merry; 

Drink ale, and now and then a cup of cherry; 

Loves company, and understanding talk, 

And on both sides held up, will sometimes walk. 

And, though old age his face with wrinkles hll, 

He hath been handsome, and is comely still; 
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Well-faced ; and though his beard not oft corrected, 

Yet neat it grows, not like a heard neglected.” 

John Taylor concludos liis account of this wonderful old man, 
by saying, “ that it appears he hath out-lived the most part oi' 
the people near there (meaning Alderbury) thre(i times over.” 

Old Parr did not long survive his removal to the metropolis 
where he died on the IHth (»f November, Ki.'tr), and "was buried 
in Westminster Abbey. It is conceived that the change of air 
and diet, together with the trouble of numerous visitojs, iiinst 
have accclerate.d his death. 

The portrait which accompanies this account is from a like- 
ne.ss taken by the illustrious painter Rubens, who saw Parr 
when he was above 140 years of age, and jiainted him. 


Thomas Hudson, 

Ecmarkablc for his Misfortunes, 

H udson was a native of Leeds in Yorkshire ; and in the 
earlier part of his life, filled a respectable situation as 
clerk in a government office in London : while; in this employ- 
mcuit, he came into possession of a considerable fortune by the 
death c)f an aunt; upon which, he retinnl into Staftbrdshire, 
when; he remained for some ycai-s, in the enjoyment of (;very 
earthly hap]»iness ; till unfortunately he became a jmrty to tlu' 
celebrated South Sea scheme; and so sanguine was he of suc- 
e(;ss, that he ventured the whole of his fortune in that disastrous 
l>roject. 

hlisfortune now became his intimate companion—^the news 
of the failure of his darling scheme arrived at the time when 
he had to witness the decease of an affectionate ^vife. These 
severe reverses were too much for him: he left his favourite 
residence in a state of bankniptcy, and made the best of his 
way to London. From this period he became in a manner 
insane; and Tom of Ten Tliousand (as he used to call himself) 
was like Poor Joc—all alone! • 

The pcculiaritv of his dress and the deformity of his figm e 

24 
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y,ttr.ack‘(l particular notice : wrapped in a mg, and supported 
by a crutcli, without (;ither sIkH'S or atocliings, did this poor 
ereatiirc pcraiubiilate, even in the coldest weatlier, thc'tields 
about Chelsea, craving assistance. Sterne says, with innch 
truth and feeding, that 

“ The Lord tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.” 

TiOt,us hope, therefore, that the chilling blasts of wint(’r wei-e 
rendered as congenial to poor Hudson as the balmy breezes of 
a summer’s day. 

Aft(;r many years of misery, death took this “ sou of mis¬ 
fortune” from his earthly troubles, in the year 17G7, at a very 
advanced age. 


Claude Ambroise Seurat, 

The Living Skeleton. 

C LAUDE AMBROISE SEURAT, better denown by the 
title of “ The. lAvinejSheldon*' was undoubtedly thegn'at- 
est natural wonder of the period in wjiich he lived. He was born 
at Troyes, in the department of Champaigne, on the lOtli of 
April, 1797, and when exhibited to the public in England, 
where he excited universal astonklunentj was just twenty-eight 
years of age. His parents were respectable hut poor, and un¬ 
like their son they both possessed a good constitution, and 
enjoyed robust health. At his birth there wjis nothing in his 
appt'arance that indicated disease, but in proportion as be grew 
in size, bis flesh gradually wasted away. This remarkable decay 
continued till he arrived at manhood, when he attained liis 
full stature, and his frame assumed the identical skeleton form 
which it over afterwards retained. In France his case excited 
great interest, and he was deemed quite a lums mtum. Many 
proposals were made to his father for the purchase of the body 
of his son, in the event of his demise, but they were uniformly 
rejected. A medical gentlomiui of Burgundy indeed offered a 
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c(irl& hlanclie, which the parcn^, with feelings highly honourable 
to himself, alsf) refused, stating his determination that in the 
event of his son’s death, he should be peaceably consigned to 
the cemetery of his native city. Wliile at itouen, no less than 
fifteen hundred persons flocked in one day to see Seurat on his 
way to England. 

It was in 1825 that he arrived in the British metropolis. 
Numerous descriptions of him appeared in the journals of the 
day. rerhai)S the most graphic of the whole was that which 
Mr. Hone jmblished in his Every Day Book, one of the most 
ingenious works of the time, full of curious, in.structive, and 
annisiiig information, and now a universal library companion. 
A portion of his description we shall proceed to quote. “It 
was on the first day of Seurat’s exhibition,” says Mr. ITono, 
“that! first visited him. This was on Tuesday the 9th of 
August. I was at the ‘ Chinese Saloon,’ before the doors were 
ojiened, and was the first of the public admitted, followed by 
my friend, an artist, for the purpose of taking drawings. 
(Seurat was not quite ready to appear; in the meantime, anotlier 
visitor or two arrived, and after exainiriing the canopy, and 
other arrangements, my attention was directed to the Chinescj 
papering of the room, while Seurat had silently opened the 
curtains that concealed him, and stood motionless’ toward the 
front of the platform, as he is represented in the engraving. 
On turning round, I was instantly riveted by his amazing 
emaciation; he seemed another ‘ Lazarus, come forth’ without 
his grave-clothes, and for a moment I was too consternated to 
observe more than his general appearance. My eye then first 
caught the arm as the most remarkable limb j from the shoulder 
to the elbow it is like an ivory German flute somewhat deep¬ 
ened in colour by age; it is not larger, and the skin is of that 
hue, and, not having a- trace of muscle, it is as perfect a cylinder 
as a writing rule. Amazed by the wasted limbs, I was .still 
more amazed by the extraordinary depression of the chc.st. 
Its indentation is similar to that which an over-cai’cful mother 
makes in the pillowed surface of an infant’s bed for its rcjpoee. 
Nature has here inverted her own order, and turned the convex 

24-t2 
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inwards, while the nobler organs* obedient to her will, maintain 
life by the gentle exercise of their wonted functions in a lower 
region. Below the ribs, the trunk so immediately curves in, 
that the red band of the silk covering, though it is only loosely 
placed, seems a tourniquet to constrict the bowels within their 
prison-house, and the hip-bones, being of their natural size, the 
waist is like a wasp’s. By this part of the frame we are re¬ 
minded of some descriptions of the abstemious and Bedouin 
Arab of the desert, in whom it is said the abdomen seems to 
cling to the vertebrie. If the integument of the bowels can be 
called flesh, it is the only flesh on the body: for it seems to 
have wholly shrunk from the limbs; and where the muscles 
that have not wholly disappeared remain, they arc also shrank. 
Ho wears shoes to keep cold from his feet, which are not other¬ 
wise shaped than those of people who have been accustomed to 
wear tight shoes j his instep is good, and by no means so flat 
as in the generality of tavern waiters. His legs are not more 
ill-shaped than in extremely thin or much wasted persons; the 
right leg, which is somewhat larger than the left, is not less 
than were the legs of the late Mr. Suett, the comedian. On 
this point, without a private knowledge of Mr. Liston, I would 
publicly appeal to that gentleman, whom I saw there, accom¬ 
panied by Mr. Jones. Mr. Liston doubtless remembers Suett, 
and I think he will never forget Seurat, at whom he looked 
‘ unutterable things’ as if he had been about to say ‘ prodigious!’ 

“ Seurat’s head and body convey a sentiment of anthesis. 
When the sight is fixed on his face alone, there is nothing there 
to denote that he varies from other men. I examined him 
closely and frequently, felt him on different parts of the body, 
and not. speaking his language, put questions to him through 
others, which he readily answered. His head has been shaved, 
yet* a little hair left on the upper part of the neck, shows it to 
be black, and he wears a wig of that colour. His strong black 
beard is perceptible, although clean shaved. His complexion 
is swarthy, and his features are good, without the emaciation 
of which his body partakes; the cheek-bones are high, and the 
eyes are dark brown, approaching to black. They are repre- 
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sented as heavy and dull, and denote little mental capacity ; 
but, perhaps, a ■watchful observer, who made pertinent inquiries 
of him in a proper manner, would remark otherwise. His fea¬ 
tures are flexible, and therefore capable of great animation, 
and his forehead indicates capacity. On any other than a 
common-place question, he elevates his head to an ordinary 
position, answers immediately and with precision, and dis¬ 
courses rationally and sensibly; more sensibly than some- in 
the room, who put childish questions about him to the attend¬ 
ants, and express silly opinions as to his physical and mental 
.structure and abilities, and call him ‘ a shocking creature.’ 
There is nothing shocking either in his mind or his face. His 
countenance has an air of melancholy, but he expresses no feeling 
of th(j kind ; and his voice is pleasing, deep-toned, and gentle.” 

Such was the celebrated living Skeleton seen by Mr. Hone 
and the thousands whom curiosity led tp behold so remarkable 
a being. By his exhibition in this country he realized a little 
fortune with which he immediately retired to his native place, 
hut did not live long to enjoy it. 


George Romondo, 

An Eccentric Mimic. 

G eorge romondo, or Raymondo, attracted the notice 
of many by the singularity of his figure and dress. He 
was about three feet six inches in height. He had a large hat, 
cocked before and hanging do'wn behind, like those commonly 
worn by coal-heavers. He was seldom seen except holding the 
skirts of his long coat behind liim, lest they should be entangled 
•with his feet. Each of hid l§gs and thighs formed a large seg¬ 
ment of a circle. When to this is added his peculiar physiog¬ 
nomy—^for an idea of which we refer to the plate—the w4io]e 
formed such an extraordinary figure as no person could pass 
without a second look. 

Raymondo was a native of Lisbon, where he was bom about 
the year 17G5, of Jewish parents. He possessed a very acute 
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nar, and Bucli a voi(:(' lliai w:ls scarci'-ly any kind of Bound 
wJiioli ]io Avas not oapahlt^ of imitating. lie not only gavo tlio 
tonos of the, tnnn]t( t, llu* Imni, the violin, tlio drum, tlu' bag- 
jjipo, and otlior in!5Lniinont.s but lie modulated liis powers to 
the Imiying ofa.'^se.s, the grunting of liog.s, the barking of dogs, 
and the, .sounds emitted by almost every kind of animal. He 
al.so jx'rfectly imitated the harsh noise produced by the sawing 
of wood, and other o])erations. Tlie.se sound.s he made witli 
the, a,s.si,stance of hi.s hand plactul against a wall or wain.seot, 
whence he wi.shed to p(!rsuade tho.se who were ignorant of hi.s 
t.ileiits that the noi.se proceeded. 

d'lie ]) 0 .s.session of thi.s extraordinary fai ulty recommended 
him to the, notice, of a, craft.y Italian, who persuaded Kajunomlo 
to acconip.any liim to England, "where the jiatronage of a gene¬ 
rous ]mhlie was c'ver ready to reward talent of every de.scriptiou, 
and where lu^ flattered liiin with the hope of spi'.edily aeipiiring 
a fortune. .He ('xliibited his juiwers in the nudropolis and in 
other jilaces, Tlu' .Italian was at first a considerable gainer by 
his jKTformanccs, poor J’ayniondo receiving only a ^nall daily 
.st ijieml for his exertions ; Imt, the music not jierfcctly according 
with the ears of those who had the most money to .spmid, tlio 
speculation failed, and the iirojector turned our hero adrift to 
jirovide for himself. 

lli'ing far from his native country and friends, and having no 
ho])!* of a new' engugenient, ho was at fir.st under .some embar¬ 
rassment how to jiroceed. Ills ingenuity, however, soon fur- 
uisluHl him with an expedient for supplying hi.s noee.s.sitio.s. 

1 le entered a publie houso unnoticed, and, with the tremendous 
ro.'iring of a lion, threw tho company into the utmost alarm. 
Erom ililfi, however, they soon recovered, on discovering tho 
grotosipie figure of liayinondo, with whom they were soon so 
highly lielighted, that a subscription "was set on fbot for hi.s 
beiu'fit; and the. recollection of the treacherous Italian ivas 
soon etlaced from his mind. 

, The success of this' experiment determined him to proceed in 
tlib same career, and he afterwards made a practice of visiting 
the publi,. houses in obscure streets in the evening, where he 
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contrived, by the exhibition of' Jiistalentls, to obtain a tolerable 
subsistence. At Lartholoiiieu'Fair, in 1804, ho condescended 
to take his station before one of the booths, where, -with his 
nsiuil good humour, he invited tht) gay visitors to enter and. 
witness the oxlraovdinary exhibition within. . 

It/iyniondo, in ins character and disposition, was perfectly 
lianuless and inoffensive. His placid disposition was (lisjdayiul 
in his countenance, for he was seldom to be seen without a 
smile upon his face, particularly when he met females; and lui 
declared that he “ was sure the ladies must see soniethiug iu 
luTu that pleased them, otherwise he should not be blessed with 
their looks.” 

His ])rineipal ramble during the day was from the Hnymarket 
to Duke’s I’lacc. 


Francis Trovillou, 

The Horned Man. 

T N the year 1598 a horned man was exliibited for a siiow, at 
Paris, two months successively, and from thence carried to 
Oi lcans, where ho died soon after. His name was Francis 
Trovillou,® of whom Fabritius, in his Chinirgical Observations, 
gives the following description :—“ He was of a middle stature, 
a full body, bald, except in the hinder part of the he-ad, which 
had a few hairs upon it j his temper was morose, and liis de¬ 
meanour altogether rustic. He was bom in a little village called 
Mezi6res, and bred up in the woods amongst .the charcoal men. 
About the seventh year of his age he began to have a swelling 
in his forehead, so that in the course of about ten year's ho 
had a honi there as big as a man’s finger-end, which after¬ 
wards did admit of that growth and increase, that when ho 
came to be thhty-fivo years old this horn had both tho big¬ 
ness and resemblance of a ram’s horn. It grew u])on the midst 
of his forehead, and then bended backward as far as the coronal 
suture, where the other end of it did sometimes so stick in tho 
* Variously spelt Trouillr, Trou 'dUy and Trovillu. 
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8\in tluit, to avoid much pain, he was constrained to cut off 
som(^ part of the end of it. Wl»ther this horn had its roots 
in the skin or forehead, I know not; hut probably, being of 
that W(uglit and bigness, it grow from the skull itself. Nor am 
1 certain whether this man had any of those teeth which we 
call grinders. It was during this man’s public exi>o,surc in 
Pm*is, (saith Urstitious), in 151)8, that I, in company with Dr. 
Jacobus Faeschius, the public Professor of Basil, and J\Ir. 
.1 oannes Eckensteiiius, did see and handle this horn,” 


Samuel McDonald, 

Commonly called “ Big Sami’ 

O AMUEL M‘DONALD, better known in Scotland by the 
name of “ Big Sam,” from his immense bulk, was born in 
the parish of Lairg, Suthorlandshire, and during the latter part 
of the American war, was a private in the Sutherland Fencibles. 
lie afterwards entered the Royals, in which regiment he became 
fugleman. It was while in this situation that he atti-acted the. 
notice of the Prince of Wales, (afterwards George the Fourth.) 
who madj- him lodge-porter at, Carlton House. Having held 
this oftice about two years, ho gave in his jesignation, and 
again entered the Sutherland Fencibles, in which he was no\\- 
appijinted a sergeant. 

Sam was six feet ten inches high, measured four feet round 
the chest, and was stout and muscular in proportion. He had 
also an exceedingly clear and sonorous voice. With these 
physical properties, lie was bland in his manner and deport¬ 
ment, and extremely good-natured. As a drill sergeant, Chere- 
fon', he was unrivalled; and consetpiently was very often 
eipployed in that capacity. In this position, however, as well 
IIS several others of a military nature, he acquitted himself so 
as to obtain general esteem. In consequence of his great 
height, he always marched at the head of the regiment when 
in eiiuimii, and on these occasions his appearance was rendered 
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more striking by bis being accompanied by a nioimtain (b'er of 
a siije corresponding nearly Vitli his own. Rome extraordinary 
anecdotes are told of this Scottish Hercules, as he was usually 
called in England, but they generally savour of the marvellous. 
The following, which we extract from “ Kay’s Edinbmgh I’or- 
traits,” are giA'eu as authentic by the ingenious author of that 
amusing work. 

When Ram n as in London, he was advised to show himsc'lf 
for money, but he .spunied this sugg('sti<m as tendijig to de¬ 
grade the Highland character. He so far acted upon it, liow- 
as to (Irc^.ss in female attire, and advertise, as “ the remaik- 
ably tall woman.” By this expedient, or rather this comju-funist* 
lu'tween his honour and his desire of gain, he became so u ell 
furnished with cash that his ex])enditure attracted tlui notice 
of his colonel, who was curious to ascertain from what .source 
he obtained his .supplio.s. Sam, on being interrogated, candidly 
acknowledged the fact at once, and thus the secnd transpireil. 

While ill the service of the Pi-ince of AV^d(iS, lui was once 
])ei-.suadod, at the )-equest of his Ivoy'al IlighiK'ss, to !i))|»eai‘ on 
I lie .stage. It Wits in the dramatic (‘ntertainnieiit of “Cynion 
and Ijihigenia,” v liich was performed at the Opera-housi* in tlie 
Jlaymarket, tluui oceiipied hy the Druiy Lane, comjtany. 'I'lie 
character repre.sented hy Sam was'the ap])ropriate one, of 
ITercuUs. How he acquitted himself is not recorded, hut u 
may pre.sume that he came off with no very great trhd, as he 
never appeared again. It is probable that thi.s, and also some 
other tasks of even a less agreeable dcscri])tiou, iiiduce,d him 
to leave his Iloyal Highness’s service. 

Numerous anecdotes are told of Sam’s great strength, .some- 
of which are also no doubt ai»ociyplial. But the one we are 
about to jvlato may he relied on. Ho was one day < hallengi‘(l 
by two soldiers of his oivn regiment, on the. iimhustaiiding 
that he Ava.s to fight both at once. Sam reluctantly agrei d, 
but said, as he had no quarrel with them, he should like. t(» 
shake, hands with them before they began. One of them in¬ 
stantly hehl out his hand, which Sam scize.d.; hut instead of 
giving it the friendly shake expected, he u.sed it as a b'vci' to 
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rnisf'/its owner irora Iho f'round, when he swung liim round as 
lit; would ;i oat hy the tail, and IhrAv him to a great distance. 
"I’lic, otlici- oouihataiit, not admiring this preliminary prooi'ss, 
iiiiiiieiliately took to his lipels. On another occasion, in the 
harraok-roojii, one of the men requested him to hand doAvn a 
loaf from a slu'lf, which was beyond his own reach. Sam iin- 
nicdiately caught the man-hy the neck in jest, and holding 
him up at arm’s length, said, “There, take it down yourself.” 
Til- ilii-tl, uni\’crsally regretted, wliile with the regiment at 
< liu-riiscy, iu the year 1802. 


Miss Harvey, 

77//’ Bi'autifnl Albinrss. 

'^TTIS highly iiiti-resting and pleasing phenomenon in nature, 
'*• was horn at a town in Esse.v, witliin forty miles of Lon¬ 
don, ol‘ English par<‘uts of the name, of Harvey. They were 
poople who W(n'(‘ remaikahh; hy no peciiliar kind of complexion, 
hut -wi'i'e of that oi’diuary colour, so ntitural to the English, 
whicli i.> neither fair nor dark, though rather inclined to the; 
latter. 'I’hey had six children ; three of whom inlmrited the 
saiiu’ eomph-xion as their jiarents, and tw'o, who died e.arly, 
])ivseute(l the same extraojdinary appearance, and possossi-d 
Ihe smut’ coloured skin, hair, and eyes as the subject of our 
n:^•ra.ti^ e. 

'rim tint of Jli-ss liar\ (;y’s skin was diilicately fair, with a 
niodorate portion of colour; but her hair was most wonderful: 
i! was oi’ the e.vquisite very pale straw colour of the silkworm’s 
silk, as lirst spun by that miraculous production ol' nature, and 
of till- -inme line glo.-^sy texture. Her eyes were about a shade 
lighu-r (Juui ail Indian pink, a mixture of rose-colour and lilac ; 
th.?y weiv very exju'c’.ssive, and tbongh- her eyelashes and eye¬ 
brow's -were (piite white, her coiuiteuanco -was strikingly ani¬ 
mated. Her fine, long, clean hair was as pleasant to the touch 
as to Uk eye, and was kept so by Ireipieiit immersion in warm 
A\ ater. us she never used either a comb or brush. Her manners 
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worr ploasir^e; niul A'^cll-ltn'd, Imr voice Kweet, and she sang willi 
taste tlionuii liev vocal tahafts had not heeii much cultivahid. 

There was a delicacy and modest animation in her demeanour 
which rcndcri'd her truly interesting. Her conversation was 
fiiu.'iit and agrcc-ahie, ajid she possessed a ha])py art of warding 
off and rc])rcssiiigim]>ejiinent remarks, witliont heing impolite;, 
Avliilo sh(‘ yc't maintained a proper feminine dignity. In spile, 
liowevcj', of all this, it seems that a moh at Glasgow Fair w'ere 
o'lce so little atfeeted Avith her beauty, that they turned her out 
ot her booth, as they turned out also a showful of wild beasts. 

A pregnant female was once attracted by (airiosity to go and 
se(; this beautiful phenomenon, and it is relat(;d that she Avas 
dtilivered soon after of a daughter, Avhose eyes Armn of the 
same; pink colour, and Avlioso hair grew long and silky Like that 
of the Albiness. 


Sam House, 

The Patriotic Publican. 

T he life of this “Liberty Boy” presents perhaps one of the 
brightest exam])les of j>olitical integrity on record. 
Tfis zeal in the cause of Mr. Fox Avas purely disinterested and 
unconquerable: it Avas “ attachment never to be Aveane.d, <»r 
changed by any change of fortune : fidelity, that neither bribe 
nor threat could move, or warp;” and although only a publi¬ 
can, so great was his interest, and so persevering his exertions, 
that he was considered the princijial cause of retumiug his 
friend to Parliament for Westminster, in the ever mcunorable 
contest between Fox, Hood, and Sir Cecil Wray. 

Assisted only by a ,slond(;r education, at the usual age, he 
Avas aj)prenticed to the late Mr. Pcavy, house cooper. Bain- 
bridge Street, St. Giles’s; but his master being enjel in his dis¬ 
position, he soon left his service ; and at the age of eightBcm, 
he Avas thrown on his own resources for a livelihood. It Avas 
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tli(^ ill usage he rectuATd while with his master, that probably 
made him the imi)iacable enemyjto tyranny and oppression, 
that he continued to show himself through the future period of 
his life. 

His active, industrious habits soon procured him a situation ; 
for wc find liim housc-coo]>er at the Peacock brewbouse, White- 
cross Street; then at Mr. Green’s brewhouse at Pimlico ; a fter¬ 
wards a broad cooper at Mason’s broAvhouse, St. Giles’s, and at 
Camberton’s, at Hampstead : by his industry at these, places, 
he acquired money enough to take a public-house, at the corner 
(if Peter Street, Wardour Street, Soho, called the Gravel Pits, 
which he soon afterwards changed to the “Intnqnd Fox, or 
tlie Cap of Liberty he was then twenty-five years of age. 

About this ])eriod he rendered himself the subject of general 
coin'»‘rsation for some time, by undertaking, for a considerable 
wage.r, to leap off Westminster Bridge into the river Thames. 
This he engaged to do against any Newfoundland dog that 
should be brooght. 

At the time appointed, Sam and liis friends made tludr 
jqipejirance ; having reached the top of the bridge, a circle was 
formed for the, adventurer to undress, which being dom*, he 
got ui)on the l)alusti ad('s i>f the centre arch, and with the most 
a])pareint indifference, threw himself into tin* river and swam 
on shore, without receiving the, least injury. 

This .singular feat of activity, by every one thought impos¬ 
sible, without occasioning immediate death, rendered him a 
po])ular character, and filled his house with customers. Sam, 
not insensible to public approbation, now* considered hiniself of 
some consequence, though in the humble, station of a publican 

In the year 1763, he commenced politician, and took a very 
active part in suppori’t of Mr. Wilke.s. 

During this violent struggle, Sam sold his beer .at threepence 
i\ pop, in honour of Wilkes, then the champion of freedom ; 
and at his ow'ii expense gave entertainments to his neighbours, 
and others, who he thought were friends to the same cause, 
it is said his exertions in the election for Middlesex, on the 
side* of the popular candidate, did not cost him less than X500. 
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H(i rentlered liimself no less conspicuous for his attachment 
to what he called liberty, tlmi for his j)ersoual oddities, parti¬ 
cularly in his dress, which M'as not only singular, - but laugh¬ 
ably ridiculous. 

IIis person was not tall, but of tlie middling size, he was 
•well made, stout, and active. 3^is head was quite bald, with¬ 
out the appearance of hair, never having much in his youth; 
without hat or wig. If he wore a hat, which was seldom, it 
had a •\'cry broad brim. It may literally be said, he had not a 
coat to his >)ack, for he was not seen wearing a coat for nearly 
thirty years—a black waistcoat, with sleeves, was its substi¬ 
tute j he Avas always clean in his linen, which was of the best 
kind, but never bu^itoned his shirt at the collar; his breeches 
were of tlie same sort and colour as the waistcoat, and open at 
the knees; silk stockings of the best sort, either white or mot¬ 
tled, decorated his legs, which were deemed handsome by the 
ladies; but ho frequently went without stockings, and either 
Avith or Arithout, wore a neat pair of black slippers. 

Sam’s great foible was swearing; indeed, he had so habitu¬ 
ated himself to that disgraceful practice, that he could not ex¬ 
press himself without it: it Avas, he said, the only language he 
understood: had he been blessed Avitli a better education it 
would probably have been otherAvise. At one of the monthly 
meetings of the Electors of Westminster, at the Shakspeare, 
the Duke of Rutland intimated a desire to speak to House. He 
was accordingly called towards the table where his Grace sat, 
who addressed him by asking, if he could not converse with¬ 
out SAvearing. His reply was, “ Damn your eyes, would you 
have a man speak in any other language but what he is master 
of?” This answer was final, and prevented a conference be¬ 
tween two great men, hia Grace and Sam House. . 

Sam (in imitation, it is supposed, of his old bottle companion 
and intimate acquaintance, Mr. Thomas, who lived at’Hop- 
wood’s, near the King’s Bench, and who, for a long time, made 
use of his coffin as a comer cupboard, which he kept well stored 
Avith rum and brandy, to be drank at his death,)—ordered a 
coffin to be made of wicker. The men whb were employed on 
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this occasion living at Sam’s (expense, and tvisliing to make the 
j(,)1) last till tlioy got anotlior, -vvor^i very backward in construct¬ 
ing tin; lid. Sam discovering this, and his patience being quite 
(exhausted, one, day, when they were drinlving as usual, he ex¬ 
claimed, “ Get out of my house, ye resurrection rascals; I’ll be 
damned if you have me yetand dragging the colfin from 
under the bed, cut it in pieces, and threw it on the fire. 

With regard to the political sentiments of Sam House, he 
was uniform in support of the rights of the people, in opposi¬ 
tion to the inlluence of the crown. At the election for West¬ 
minster in the year 1780, when the contest was violent hctw(;en 
Lord Lincoln, supported by the court, and Mr. Fox, sui)ported 
])y the people, he exmted oveiy nerve in favour of the latter, 
and erected the standard of liberty at his own expense, for the 
sous of freedom to negate themselves with beef, beer, <fec, 
Diirbig the poll he headed a considerable number of electoi's 
(>voi'y day to the hustings, who gavo their suffrages to M)\ Fox. 

J lis exertions in the cause of his friend were again conspi¬ 
cuous during the memorable contest for Westminster between 
Fox, Hood, and Wray. 

Wlieii tendering his vote for Fox, at the hustings, h(5 Avas 
asked bis trade; “I am,” said he, “a publican, and a re¬ 
publican.” 

At a dinner of the friends of Mr. Fox, at the Shakspeavc 
Tavern, Covent Garden, amongst other toasts, a gentleman 
}>roposed to give Sam House. On which Mr. B 3 aig said he 
wa.s exceedingly happy in the opportunity of expressing Ms 
hearty concurrence, in paying respect to a man who had, on 
many occasions, distinguished himself as a warm friend to 
liberty. He begged leave, he said, to mention an instance of 
genuine and disinterested patriotism, wMch he could relate 
from his own knowledge, a circumstance that would have done 
hUnour to the first character in this country. Sam, observing 
that the influence of the Court would, if possible, prevent the 
electors of Westminster from havingrthe man of their choice, 
wuthout any solicitation opened his house. The friends of Mr. 
Fox, seeing the profusion of Sam, were afraid that through Ms 
uncommon zeal in the cause of freedom he Avould injure him- 
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self, ancl detcruiined. to make liim a rccoiupence; but kiunviug 
liis greatness of snnl and independent spirit, the difficulty Avas, 
to do it in suck a way as *not to hurt his feelings, ll. was 
therefore agreed that a quantity of beer and spirits should b(i 
sent him, to supply what he had given away. Mr. Byng and 
some other friends waited uj)on Sam, and acquainted him with 
this resolution ; when, said Mr. Byrig, what do yon think muus 
his answer; (with the calmness of a philosopher, and an ex- 
j^ressivc look of disdain, considering it an insult to oiler him a 
rccoinpeiice), “ You may he, dammdP 

Sam’s favourite candidate having obtained a groat majority 
at the final close of the poll, ho considered this as a coinj)lct(; 
victory over power, influence, and' oppression, which gav(! him 
great satisfaction. All his anxiety, labour, and fatigue during 
this contest, in the congratulations of Ins friends on the ha])py 
issue of the business, melted away like snow before the sun, 
and his cares were absorbed in the flowing bowl. 

Though of a strong constitution, yet as neither strength, 
\visdom, nor courage can guard against' accidents which may 
prove fatal, Sam got cold at the time of the election, which 
was followed by an inflammation in his bowels, attended with 
the most dangerous symptoms, till nature, unable to re.sist tbe 
force of a complication of disorders, gave v/ay to the all-con¬ 
quering power of death. On the 25th of April, 1785. 

A few hours before his death, Sir John Elliot infoniicd Mr. 
Fox of liis dtmgerous situation. Mr. Fox immediately went to 
see him, and sat by his bed-sid(i a considerable time. When In; 
was gone, Sam expressed great pleasure in haying seen his 
friend, the champion of freedom, and said that Mr. Fox took 
him by the hand, treated him with gteat tenderness, and 
hoped ho should see him better when he called tigain. In 
half an hour poor Sam changed, and entirely lost Iiis spe(;ch, 
and about six hours ^ter breathed liis last,- in the sixtieth year 
of Ins age. 

The deatli of Sam House was soon spread abroad, and from his 
known eccentricity, people of all descriptions, and in consider¬ 
able numbers, went to see his corpse. It was intended at-first 
to limit this privilege only to his particular friends; the crowds, 
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ho\v<!vei‘, wm’, .so great on the following Monday, that it was 
found necc.ssary to throw open the doors for the admission 
of all that came without di.stiiu;tion ; and it is said, that u]>- 
wards of five hundred ])or.sons viewed the dead l)od 3 ^ The in¬ 
terest excited,. however, by his death was not to be allayed 
even by the. .sight of his mortal remains, for all were anxious to 
hci present at his funeral j the day and hour being api)ointed, 
was alino.st as quickly known ; and when that time arrived, 
which was to consign those remains to tlm silent tomb, the 
streets, and lanes near Wardour Street were lined with a motley 
ass('.ral)lage of men, women, and children. 

Sam’s funeral took place, on Friday evening, April 29, 1785, 
The jjroccssion moved slowly down Princes Street, tlie Hay- 
market, round Charing Cross, along the Strand, and up Bedford 
Stnjct, where it arrived at Covent Garden j to give additional 
solemnity to the scene, the proces.sion went round the church 
1 () the north gate ; after the funeral ceremonies were performed 
the body was deposited in the church-yard of St, Paul, by the 
side of his wife, who liad died about two years before him. 

The scene on this occasion was of a burlesque description 
little suited to the solemnity of the occa,sion, so that the last 
a(;t of his surviving friends, was as extraordinary as his cha¬ 
racter and conduct through life had been remarkable. A 
dnmkeu watchman of St, Ann’s, Soho, was engaged to per¬ 
sonate the deceased in a dress similar to Sam’s usual habit. 
In this garb he joined the procession, which caused no little 
controvh-sy among the populace, some contending that it was 
Sam himselfj and others maintaining the oppo,site opinion. 
This man’s folly, however, was speedily punished, for, being 
guilty of some iiTegularities during Divuie service, after the 
body wivs deposited in the ground, the mob handled him very 
roughly, aud, forcing him into the hearse which conveyed the 
reniaijis of the person he represented, ordered the coachman to 
drive him to the undertaker’s. 

The chai-acter of Sam was that of an eccentric, but at the 
same time a well-intentioned Mid good-hearted, man. His poli¬ 
tical integrity could never be shaken, and most of the animosi¬ 
ties he entertained were grounded upon polititsal feelings. Ho 
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was firm ami hincere in friendship, honest and upn'glit in liis 
dealings, hut blunt and sometimes uncouth in his manners ; 
oi)en and free in Ins communications, but careh'ss and slovenly 
in his dress. The most reprehensible part of his conduct was 
a habit which lui had contracted of swearing, which he did 
upon all occasions, without res^jcct to the ])arties, however ex- 
alte.d, whom he addressed. His house was greatly frequented 
by hackney coachmen, and it is believed lu^ once kept a haclc- 
iicy coach (»f his own. After his death his lik(.*ness appeared 
on many coaches. 

In addition to his jiolitical cc< entricities, Sam had some other 
])eculiaritie.s to mark his character. It is related that he once 
laid a wager with a j'oung man to fun a race rvith him in Ox¬ 
ford llojid, ami in all probability w'ould hav<‘ won, had it nol; 
been for an arch trick played upon him by a fiiend of his antc/- 
gonist, who, knowing Sam’s attachment to his favourite. crie<l 
out as h(^ passed him, loud enough to be lieard by him, “ Damn 
f’ox, and all his fiiends, say If” This was a fatal sp(‘ech to 
the race ; for Sam,.regardless of winning oj* losing, immediately 
attacked this blasphemer, and gaw him so severe a drubbing, 
which h(^ did in such a plentiful manner, that the criminal 
roared out lustily that he, was only joking. “ Damn your 
jokes !” said Samuel; “ I am only joking. Take that, ami lalo' 
that, and learn to time your jokes better; 1 don’t like such 
jokes.” This amused the surrounding spectators, ijerhaps 
equally as well as the race would have done j and Sam con¬ 
tented himself by gaining a. victorj% although he had lost his 
wager, which he afterwards paid with great pleasure, iu con- 
se(pjcnce of'his having lost it in so noble a cau.se. 

Sam also manifested his attachment to Keys, Avhum he al¬ 
ways called “ his true and tried friend.” About a month be¬ 
fore ho died he sent for Major Lahalier, and also desired Keys 
t(> attend. At this meeting he told Keys ho should he .mise¬ 
rable if he thought he would ever live to be in want, and begged 
of him to accejjt of £20 a year out of his estate! Keys, how¬ 
ever, thanked him for liis good intentions towards him, but, 
with a spirit of independence equal to that of his friend Sam 
House, declined acc(^ptiTig tlii.s ofTer, declaring his friendship 
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(li.sintero.stod, and that nothing should induce him to take 
that from Sam’s hutiily tu which,ihcy undoubtedly had a supo- 
1 ‘ior claim. 


Barbara Urslerin, 


77/r Hairy-faced Wovtan. 


T HIS n'lnarkablc monstrosity Tvas burn at Augsburg, in 
. High (Jennany, in tin; year 1629. Her face, and hands 
ai (' r<'pn'sented to haV(5 been hairy all over. Her aspiict re.sem- 
bled that of a nuinkoj’. She had a very long and lai'ge spread¬ 
ing board, tln^ hair of wlitch hung loose and bowing, like tin; 
hair of tlu; head. SJie seems to have acquired some skill in 
jhiying on tlie organ atid harpsichord. 

A certain Miclnw!! Vanbeck marritul this frightful c.rc'ature, on 
purpose to carry her about for a show. Wlien she <lied is un¬ 
certain, hut sho was still living in 1608, "when a Air. John Bill- 
iincli n^cords that ho saw her in Jkitclibe Highway, and “wa.' 
.satislied slie was .a woman.” 

TJicre are two portraits of her extant—one hy Isaac Bruiin, 
Uiken in 1053, and another by Haywood, of five yeans’ later 
date. 


Mary East, 

A lias f atni's, Hold. 

|V/r ARY EAST was bom abhut the year ITlo, and when 
iVx y^jy young was courted by a man for whom she con- 
<’civ('d the strongest affection. This man, afterwards falling 
intt.) bad courses, resolved to try bis i'ortime on the highway ; 
but it vyas not long befoi'e he was apprehended for a robbery, 
ft.tr which ho was tried and condemned to die j the sentence^ 
however, was changed to -transportation. This circumstance, 
which hapjienod about the year 1731, so deeply affected the 
mind of Alary East, that she determined ever after to remain 
single. In the neighbourhood of her residence lived another 






ALIAS JAMM ITO'W'. 


587 


young -vvonian, wlio, having likewise mot with scvenJ dis- 
ajiliointnicnts in the ten An* passion, had formed a"‘similar 
I'ORohition. As tlicy wore intimate, they communicated their 
iutontions to each otliei', and at length concluded to live 
togetlier. Having consulted on the most prudent method of 
j)roceedujg, it was pro]iosed that- one of them should put 011 
man’s apparel, and that thc;y should live as man and wife, in 
some place where they were not known. The only dillhnllty 
now was, Avho should bo the man, which was decided by lot in 
favour of Mary East, who was then about sixteen years of age, 
and her partner seventeen. The sum of money tlu^y possesscal 
between them was about thirty pounds, with which they set 
out; and Mary, after purchasing a man’s habit, assunutil the 
name of James How, by which we shall be obliged, for a while, 
to distinguish her. In their progress they chang'd to stop at 
a small public house at Eppirig, which was to be let; this house 
they took, and lived in it for .some time. 

About this period, a quarrel, of tlie cause of which we, are 
not inibrmod, took place between James How and a young 
gentleman, against whom Jamc.s, however, entcj-ed an action, 
and ohtaiued a verdict for five hundred pounds damages. 
With this sura our couple .sought a place in a better .situation, 
and took a very good public house in Limehoust' Hole, where 
they lived many ycar.s as man and wife, in good credit and 
esteem ; and, by their industry and frugality, contrived to save 
a cousidevahle sum of money. Leaving the last-mentioned 
situation, they removed to the “White Horse” at Po])lar, 
which, as well as several other houses, they afterwards pur¬ 
chased. 

In tliia manner they liad lived about eighteen years, when a 
woman wlio was acquainted with Maiy in her youth, and 
w'as in the secret of her metamorphosis, knowing ip. what 
creditable circumstances she pow lived, thought this a favom*- 
able oijportunity to turn her knowledge to her own advantage. 
She accordingly sent to Mr. How for ten pounds, at the same 
time intimating that, in case of a refusal, she would disclose all 
she knew concerning the affair. Fearful of her executing this 
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threat, .Januis, in compliance with her (lenianJ, sent lier tlio 
inoniyr 

For a considerable time they reniaiiicd free from aiiy farther 
demands of a similar nature. How, with her supposed Avife, 
continued to live in good credit till the year .1701; slie liad 
‘serv ed all tlie parish offices in Poplar, excepting that of a con¬ 
stable and churchwarden, from the former of which she was 
<‘\'cus(«l hy a lameness in her hand, occasioned by the quarrel 
ahove mentioued, and the functions of the latter she was to 
ha>'e performed the follo^vjug year. She liad been several 
times for(;man of juries, though her effeminacy was frequently 
vtmiaj'ked. At length, about Ohristmas, 1764, the woman wlio 
liad practised tlie former iiiece of extortion, resolved again* to 
have, recourse to the same expedient, and with the like menaecs 
obtiiiued ten pounds more. Flushed with lier success, and 
einholdciVed to prosecute her system of depredation, a fortnight 
had not elapsed before she. repe.ated luu’ demand for the same 
sum, which James liappened not to have in the house ; hut, 
fttill fearing a discoveiy, sent her hack five pounds. 

About this time the supposed wi^e of James How was taken 
ill and died, and tlie woman now formed a plan to increase 
her depredations. For this purpose she procured two fellows 
to assist her in its execution: one of these, a mulatto, jiassed 
for a police officer, and the other was equipped with a jiockct 
staff, as a constable.. In these characters they repaired to the 
AVhite Horse, and inquired for Mr. How, who answered to the 
name. They informed her that they were come from Justice 
Fielding, to apprehend her for a robbery committed thirty 
years before, and that tibey were acquainted with the secret of 
her sex. She was teirified. to tlie highest degree On account 
of the discovery, but conscious of her innocence with regard to 
the robber)’; and an intimate acquaintance, Mr. Williams, a 
pawnbroker, happening to paw lijy, she called him in, and ac¬ 
quainted him with the business of the two men, adding that 
si'.; was really a woman, but was innocent of the crime with 
A\ Inch she was chaiged. Mr. Williams, os soon as he had re¬ 
covered from the surprise occationed by this disclosure, told 
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her tliat she should not be carried before Sir John Fielding, 
but before her own bench justices, adding, that he Would 
just step home, and return in a few minutes to accompany 
her. On his departure, the rulfians renewed their threats, but 
at the same tiino told her if she would give them one hun¬ 
dred pounds they would cause her lio further trouble, if not, 
she should be hanged in six df^s, and they should receive 
forty pounds a-piece for bringing her to justice. Notwithstand- 
itig their menaces, she firmly resisted their demand, waiting 
with the utmost impatience for the return of Mr. Williams. 
Persisting in her refusal, they at length forced her out of thn 
liouse, carried her through the field.?, and conveyed her to (rar- 
lick Hill, to the house of their employer, wlrere, with threats, 
they obliged her to give a draft at a .short^ date on Mi*. 
Wil iams. Slic was tlieii set at libprty. Wlieii Williams 
came hack he was surprised to find her gone, and immediately 
setoff to the bench of justices to ?ee'if she, was there; not 
finding her, lie immediately went to Sir John Fielding, not 
succeeding there lie went liome, when Jame.s soon after re¬ 
turned, and related what had happened. 

It was now the month of July, 1763, On Monday the 14th, 
tlie woman in whose favour the ditrfl was given, went to Mr, 
Williams with it to inquire if he would pay it, as it would h(^ 
duo the following-Wednesday; he replied, that if she would 
bring it when due he should know better virhat to Say. In the 
meantime he applied to the bench of justices for advice, and on 
the Wednesday a constable was ^nt, with orders to be in 
readiness in his house, The^woman panotually attended with 
the diaft, bringing the mulatto with her j they were both im¬ 
mediately taken into'Cti^dy, and carried before the justices, 
sitting at the Angel, in Whitechapel, whither Mr. Williams re¬ 
paired, attended by Maiy E^t, in the proper habit of her sex. 
The awkwardness of her behaviour, occasioned by the altera¬ 
tion of her dress, was such as to afford coiriidoralfie diversion. 

In the cojiirse of the examination the woman defied having 
.sent for the sum of one hundred pounds Which Hie men had 
demanded, but the mulatto declared that if she' had not sent 
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him on Riich an errand, ho should never have gone. By their 
numJrtms contradictions they conj{)letely ui^oldcd the villa^y 
of their designs; and the strongest proof being adduced of the 
extortion and assault, they were both committed to Clerkenw(dl 
till the sessions, to be!tried for the offence. The other man, 
who was, engaged in this nefarious transaction, would have 
been included in their puhislmient, had he not, by flight, 
evaded the arm of justice. 

It should -have been .observed, tliat before the suppn.scd Avlh; 
of James How died, finding herself indisposed, she went to her 
brother’s in Essex for the benefit of the air, and after some 
stay, i)crceiviug that she was near her end, she sent for her 
supposed husband to come' down to her. As How noglected 
to comply with her request, she infonned her brother that the 
])er.son with whom she had cohabited was not her hu8)):md, but 
a woman; that they were partners in the busuie,ss, by which 
they had acquired between tbreo and four thousand pounds, 
l>art of which had been laid out in the purchase of Bank Stock. 
As soon as the supposed wife w'as dead and buried, her rela- 
t ions set obt for Poplar to claim her, share ^of. the projjorty, 
\\ liich wal) accordingly delivered to them by Mary East. 

It is rmiiarkablo that during the tliirty-foim years in which 
lliey livv'd together, neither the husband nor the wife was tiV(>r 
observed to dress a joint of meat, nor had they ever any meet¬ 
ings, or the like, at their house. They never kept any maid 
or boy, but the' husband, Mary East, used always to draw beer, 
servo, fetch, and cany out the pots, so extremely solicitous 
were they tliat thbir secret Height not be discovered. 

Afttir slio had. disposed of her house, and settled her affairs, 
Mary East r^ir^d into another part‘,of'Poplar^ to enjoy, with 
quiet and pleashrOj that property she had acquired by fair and 
honest means, and ydth an unblemished character. She died 
in January, 1781,.aged sixty-four years, and left her fortune to 
a friend in the country, and a young Wonian who lived with 
her during her retirement as a servant, except £10 a-year to 
the poo's of Poidar, £50 to a working gardener, and her gold 
watch to Mr. Curry, ah eminent distiller at Poplar. . ’ 





Daniel* Cuerton, 

And his Astonishing Feats. 

'^HIS extraordinary character was born in Old Street, St. 

'*■ Luke’s, and was by trade a ladies’ shoemaker. For the 
last sixteen years he maintained himself by keeping an old ij’OJi 
slio]) in James’ Street, near Grosvenqr Square, and about four 
or five years before -his death, lie removed to Jolin Street, 
Goodge Street, Tottenham Court Eoad, where ho closed his 
earthly carecir, in the year 1803, aged 54 years. He weiglied 
about eighteen stone, horseman’s weight •. was very broad 
ncrcjss the shoulders, chest, and back, had short, fat, thick tliighs, 
an<l was about five feet six inches high. Notwithstanding lie 
Avas very fat lie ivas remarkably active. ^V’e shall enumerate her(‘ 
some of the most astonishing feats of this man: he Avould take 
a glass or pot up Avith his elbows, put his hands under his arm 
pits, and in this AA^ay drink his beer, punch, d'c., and if anyone 
Avould pay for the pot, he Avould in t])i.s position, vutli his 
elbows, hammer a quart or pint pot togetlier, as if it had been 
fiattened Avitli a large haraiiKjr. He could appear the largo.st 
or the .smallest man acro.ss the chest in the company, if there 
were tAventy i)ersoiis present, and put on the coat of a boy of 
fourteen years of age, and it would ai)parently fit him. Such 
an astonishing way had he of compressing himself, that lu^ 
Avould measure round under the arm-pits, with throe handker¬ 
chiefs tied together, and yet the same measure applied again at 
the same place, would measure round him and three otlier strjut 
men, being four persons in the whole. How ho did this mmo 
could toll, t)ut it seemed be had an art of drawing his boAAxds 
up to hi.s chc.st, and greatly .swelling -himself at pleasure. He 
Avould sit doAAai on the ground, •vAuth his hands tied behind 
him, and bear a stout man across each shoulder, and one on liis 
back, Avith a boy on top; in all four persons, besides himself; 
in' this posture he Avoiild get up very nimbly, actively clanco 
every step of a quick hornpipe, and whistle it himself all -tlie 
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time, for the space often or fifteen minutes. AVith his hands 
bound behiiul him, lie would, without any aid, raise a large 
mahogany table, with his fore teetli, tliat would dine twelve 
people on, balance it steadily, and with it break the ceiling, 
if desired, all to pieces. This remarkable man was well known 
by the free-masons at the west efid of London, and for several 
years belonged to the lodge No. 8, held at the “ King’s Arm.s” 
coffee-house, Lowgr Brook Street, Gro.sveiior Square. He was 
a very generous man, ever ready to assi.st the iioor, unfortunate', 
and distressed, with his purse, victuals, clothe.s, &c., and was 
always a ready advocate, and the fii-st subscriber to a poor 
person’s petition, when ho was satisfied tin' pt'rson was a 
deserving object, whether man or woman. Jn the latter part 
of his time, he became much reduced in his circumstances, occa¬ 
sioned by many heavy losses in trade. 

Poor Cuei’ton, in the days of his adversity, through extreme 
modesty, was always studious to conceal his dLstre.s.s, and wlien- 
over his situation was brought into question, his usual reply 
would he, ho had known better day.s, ajid he did not like, to bu 
troublesome to anybody. He latterly contracted the baneful 
habit of drinking a great quantity of the f juniper juice ; thi.s 
he made his constant beverage, the first thing in the mc»rning, 
and the last at night. He used formerly to drink a great deal 
of jiortor, and eat very heartily, particularly at supper. He died 
almost in w^riit, yet he'had a great desire, when near his end. 
of being buried as a freemason ; but that society paid no atten 
lion to his request, although his widow made it knoAvii to 
them. He was a hearty, merry, good-natured companion, wlien 
he had health and money, and has paid many a reckoning for 
strangers, rather than hear any quan’elling or di.sputes. in tlu' 
house n hero he happened to be." He never went to church or 
any place of worship, for several years past, as he was deaf, hut 
it was always remarked, he could hear very well at a public 
house. He had been the constant promoter of greasy chins, and 
full bowls of punch, and used to enjoy them in an uncommon 
manner. 
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Jemmy Gordon, 

A n Eccentric Character of Cambridge, 

J iV]\IE.S CiOIJDON was once a respectable solicitor in Cam. 
bridge, till “ love and liquor”— 

“ Ilobb’d him of that whioh once enriched him 
And made him poor indeed!” 

lie was well kno^vn to many resident and non-resident sons 
of Alma Mater as a dkhmakm\ and for ready wit and repartee, 
which few could equal 

His father was chap(?l clerk at Trinity, and a man of some 
l)roperty ; lie gaA’^o his son a good classical education,' and after¬ 
wards articied him to a respectable attorney of the name of 
Haggerstone, At the expiration of his articles he commenced 
practice in Freeschool Lane, in th<* house which, ought to Inue 
lieen occupied by the master of the Perse School, hut w hieJi 
was at that time (through the neglect of the trustees) let to the 
highest bidder ; here ho leif an expensive and jirofligate. life, 
and placed at the head of his table a young M'oman of consider¬ 
able beauty, nlio went by the sobrifjuet of “tlie. Duchess of 
Gordon.” 

Soon after the general election of I'iu) commenced, (the 
candidates for the representation of the university being 
William Pitt, the Earl of Euston and Lawrence Dundas) Gordon 
entered the crowded aeni<te and Joined i\lr. Pitt; he w^as hand¬ 
somely dressed in the AVIndsof lively, a blue coat with red 
cuffs and collar; he congratulated the Premier upon the trium])h 
he was about to obtain, and censured in strong terms Mr. 
Sharp, "who had lately purchased the Chippenham Estate, and 
was talked of as a candidate for the county—“ his presumption 
in coming forward 1” and could not understand “ what claim 
his large possessions in Jamaica gave him to disturb the peace 
of tlie county of Cambridge He add^, that his inHuonce 
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(wliicli li(5 hintod was pratty considtTabk*) should 1)0 exerted in 

sii))p(»rt of the old jiiomljcrs. Ho couiiiiuod wulkiiig backwa^s 

and fonvai’ds, eonyorsiiig with Mr. Pitt, for about half an hour ; 

th!».s(‘ who know him wore extremely indignant at his prosumj)- 

lion ; blit no one liked to interfere. At'length Beverley, the 

senior beadle, uiujertpok to have him turned out, and Avalked 

n|i to him, attoiided'by twe constables, for that purpose. 

rleniniy, finding it vaih to rcfiist, made'a hasty retreat. Mr. 

j *itt was all astoui.shment to see his now friend of whose loyalty 

anil .good sense he had forjned a very favourable opinion, so 

iineerenioniously treated. 'The crowd below the bariicr hustled 

him out of the Senate House. Beverley, elated with Ins victory, 

followed, and urged the i>er.sons assembled outside to take him 

off and ])]ace him under the conduit. Boverloy’s zoal carried' 

liini beyond tho steps of tile Senate House, whore he soon found 

(liat (loi'don had more friends than liimself.. Gordon was 

♦ / 

immodiatoly rescued, and if the-constables had riot intofoi’od, 
Ilovorh'y would probably have hitiiself undergone the puui.sh- 
mciil In* wmldd so willingly have inflicted oh another. 

Ji'tiimyhad at that time a cousin of the-name of Goodi*, 
n ho resided for a few temihat Trinity Hall; he had boon Avoil 
educated, and Avas a remarkably good-looking man, but bis 
liabib, ui-re loAV and prcmigate. .Ho bad, hoAvoA'or, bis friends 
ill file nniA'er.sily, and to. all their parties his'clbiism Jomniy 
was nlways ;i Avoleome guest, for. lie sang a good song, told a 
good story, luid Horace at his^fingers’-ends, and Avas in tho 
habit of (|noting liiiu Avith .considerable effect. 

Tliongh Gordon realized 'bhtiittk by Ida profession, yet, a.s 
bis father made him a liaudsome alloT^^ncc, he used to give in 
Ills turn some vcrj=- jovial entertainments at his own house; 
but hi.s extravagance Icnev no bounds, and he Avas, after a 
time, under the necessity of going into cheap and obscure 
lodgings ; for his moans would not enable hipi to gratify his 
extraordinary fondness for wine and liquPr. He was then at 
the service of any man Avho thought proper to send him an 
invitation to entertain his friends, and to get A^ery drunk by 
Avay of recompense. Dressed in a huge cocked-hat, and the 
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tarnished unifonn-of a general or an jidmiral, (for Jemmy was 
not protid to accept any larticle of apparel that was occasion¬ 
ally given to him from an old cjothes’ shop) ho was to he heard 
frequently about the streets, frequently until daylight, roaring 
out scraps of songs, or quoting fragments qf poetry. A relation 
dying left him a guinea a week, td’ bo pa.id weekly, but it was 
soon deeply mortgaged. Spending eveiy billing'he could pos¬ 
sibly get in liquor, lie at length,,bec!aane';8q shabby and dirty, 
that no one would suffet him to enter hiS taoms. As ho was 
not ashamed to hog, he 'applied to every person he met, and 
raised money in that way j .some giving because they belicv(j(l 
him to be in distress,'others'’'becauso iboy Were afraid of'him j 
for if any person (no matter what Ins rank or -position in town 
or university might be) bad been 'guilty of any indiscretion, 
Jemmy would be sure to prociaim 'it^aloud whenever ho met 
liim. As he was known to have a very great objection to 
fighting, many men whom be insultOd’, preferred .breaking his 
h('ad to giving him lialf-a-crownj but these persons Jemmy 
contrived to render ultimately, his most proti^ble customers. 

Passing through Trinity College one . day, be saw tho llishop 
of Bristol walking backwards and forwards in front of his lodge. 
Gordon accosted him in bis usual 8t|wn. I hope, my lord, 
j'oii will give me a sbUling {” to whiW'"bis lordship replied, 

“ If you can find me a greater scoundrel than yourself, I will 
give you half-a-crown." Jemmy niade Iris bow, and shortly 
iifter meeting Beverley, saidt “Have you seen a messenger from 
the Bishop of Bristol, whiois,aeekittg 3 mu everywhere, as his 
lordship wishes to see you on particular business Beveih'y 
thanked him for his irif^ymatiorii..and hastejiod to Trinity, 
Jemmy following him a,! no, gre®!; distance. “I understand 
you are wishing to see me, my.ior^” said B'everley, addressing 
the Bishop; to whicli the latter replied, “ You have been mis¬ 
informed, Mr. Beverley,” At tbat'moment Jemmy joined ilicrn, 
and taking off his bat mosfe respectfully, said, I think, my 
lord, I am entitled to the half-cfown f* The next time the 
Bishop met Jemidy, he took an opportunity of proving to him 
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tJiat there was no great difference of opinion between them re- 
spefctirig-Mr. Beverley. <- « 

Gordon, meeting'a gentleman in the streets of Cambridge, 
who had reofeiitrly receiv^ the honour of knighthood, approached 
him, and Iboking him wll in the face, exclaimed:— 

“ The king'by merely laying sword on 
Could make a knight of Jemmy Gordon.” 

At an assize hdd !at Cambridge a map: named Pilgrim was 
convicted o|.;horge^almg, and sentenced to transportation. 
Gordon .seeing the prosecutor‘iix the street, loudly vociferated 
to him, “ You, sir, have done what the Pope of Rome cannot 
do; you have put-a stop to Progress !” 

C4ordafi was met one day by a person of rather indifferent 
cliaracter, who pitied Jemmy’s Yorlbm condition (he being 
without shoes and sfockmgs), and said, “Gordon, if you will 
call at myjiouse, I will ;^ve you a pair of shoes.” Jemmy, 
assuming a cbntemirtupus air,,iiepl?t)d, “Ko, sir 1 excuse me, I 
would not stand iii.your shoes for aB the world !* . 

For many years tliis' e:?ctraordmary character infested the 
streets, swearing and hl^hetning in the most horrible man¬ 
ner ; the milgmtrateB n<^; interfering, from a reluctance to ex- 
po.se themselves to his violent and abiisivelanguage. At length 
the nuisance became intolerable, and Jemipy ustmlly passed 
nine or ten weeks of every ^parter in the town gaol. It was 
during one of these incarcerations that John Taylor, tJie 
University hfarshal, consttltM ti.friend rwpecting a letter he 
had received from a person fomerly; a, member nf the university, 
inWhich lie was asked tp pi^cute‘^r film ^ori; eways in Latin, 
on six subject which he sent him, all of a a^rious and religious 
nature. Taylpt was at a loss <how .tp, proceed, and his friend 
jocularly suggOst^ ihat he though;t;' Jemmy Gordon wonld 
supply him., Jefay was thrill in gaol, and as he had been 
there for a long time, was, of nwessity, sob». The same 
evening Taylor called again bn his fridhd, and showing him an 
essay oh one of the TObje<^s, occupying three sides of a sheet of 
foolscap, asked his opinion of it. The latter remarked that 
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there was no objection to it biit its length, and that if Gordon 
woi^ld reduce it to one-third of its size, and obseive the sanic 
rule with the other five^ they would answer the puq)ose* very 
well. They were finished in the coursip ef that night and the 
following day, and Jenimy received half-a-guinea for each, which 
Taylor learned, from some quarter or other, was the price 
usually given for works of that desoriptiopC' 

But these occasions of obtaining money during imprison¬ 
ment seldom occurred, and by constant importunity, he had 
wearied out those persons who, having known him. in his better 
days, were unwilling: that he should suffer iiom "want. Tlie 
instant he was released, and had begged a little money, ho 
repeated that outrageous conduct which it was disgraceful to 
the magistracy to have so long tolerated, and which was loudly 
censured by all persons visiting the University. The fact, per¬ 
haps, was, that the characters of the magistrates at that tihie 
were not in^’nlnerable: they possessed, at least, a proportionate 
share of the fiiiliugs of their fellowtcitizeris, and were afraid 
that Jemmy, who was no respecter of persons, should proclaim, 
from the Huntingdon tumpike to Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
their frailties in his loudest tones.. It was, therefore, arranged 
between the' magistrates and’ Jemmy, tljat hd shmdd loa^ o 
Cambridge, never to return. - 

He betook himself to London, and was to be seen daily u ait- 
ing the arrival or departure of the Cambridge coaches: in this 
manner he earned a precarious subsistence; for even in London 
he became notorious, and is described at some length in one of 
Lord Lyttou’s nearly novelk The I^idon poHce, however, had 
no sympathy with Jemmyri when he offended,against the laws 
he was takeh to prison, whei'c he had nothing to look to but 
the prison allowance. Jemmy sighed for liberty and hi-< native 
air, and at last found his way ^ Cambridge, wiierc he 
lived in a state of the gi'eatest destitution. For many montb.s 
he slept in the grove belonging to Jesus College, where he con¬ 
veyed a bundle of straw wliich wm but seldom changed. When 
winter set in, he was allowed to sleep in the straw-chamber 
belonging to the Hoop Hotel: still, on receiving a few shillings, 
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ho squandered them in tho usnal mnuner; offended and dis- 
givstod everyone he iu(;t with ; a^d when he became sober often 
found himself in prisod. 

In ascending his usual resting-place one night, when lie was 
very drunk, he slipped off the ladder and broke his thigh; lie 
called loudly for assistanoe ■{ the. ostler and post-boj's, not be¬ 
lieving he had,received any injury, took him up and threw him 
into an adjoining outhouse for the night. When, in the mom- 
in g, h(j Avas found to be incapable of moving, he 4vas taken on 
a shutter to^^^he hospital, but was in so filthy a condition that 
he was i-efused admittance. He was then-.taken to the woik- 
houso of St. Leonard’s, Avhere he died, after several weeks of 
sufrering, on the 16th September, 1.855.* . 


The Chevalier D’Eon, 

Who pasied as a WomaiK 

IT wtuild be difficult JU> quote’a more remarkable instance of 
the (jxtraordinary Versatility of fortune than that exhibited 
by th(^ life of the Chevalier D’Eoii. At one time tho accredited 
agfiit and ainbassador bf one qf the most distinguished Enro- 
])ean powers; at another, a poor exhibitor of fencing on tho 
stage of a public tUf^tro fenr a livelihood, in the veiy country 
wlicre his diplomatic agency had %em exerted. Taxing his 
energies in early life, rcg^dless of consequences, U) serve a 
Court in the fictitiou^gwb bf a fbraale ; and being condemned 
to that improper garb in old.age '.di^ace the deeper as it 

was coupled with. t|iq inaeGssi|y.bf’it« adoption also to save a 
character deep3;jr impt^ed by/discreditable wagers on sox 

which might, an4 would, by of strict honesty, have been 

*’ 

* llcminiscences of the University, Town .and County of Cam- 
hridge, from the year 1780, by the late Henry Gunning. London: 
1801. Vol. i. pp. 190-108. 
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indignantly (U‘cid<'d at onco. We meet vitli instaneois ei 
females passing for men, assuming the dress ami tin; actions <il' 
thJit sox; l)ut D’Eoii is, pcrliaps, alone in liis iissumption oC tliu 
female chai’ae.ter. 

Charles Gomivieve Louis ■ Auguste Andre Tiuiothe D’Eou dc; 
!Beaum(mt was the son of a gentleman of .'ui ancient and ri'spcc- 
table family of Tonnerre in Burgundy, where ho mas hoiai, 
October 17, 1727. Altlioiigh tho register of his baptisin dis¬ 
tinctly states th,e child to have been a mahi, smne. has e {;on- 
ceivcd tlnit the sex wiis‘ originally doubtful, Jind that family 
reasons induced the parents, who had not long before the bii-th 
of the Ohevalier lost their only son, to educate the infant a.s 
one of that sex to which nature eventually proved that it be¬ 
longed. In the early part of his lifo he was •educated under 
liis father’s roof, whence, at the age of tliirteen, he was removed 
to the Mazariii College at Paris. He had scarcely finished Ills 
studies when the sudden death of his father, luid of an uneb^ 
from whom the family had great expectations, left him doubly 
an orphan, and threw him on the world depcnflcnt on his-own 
exertions for advancement. lie was, howe\^or, in 1775, fortu¬ 
nate in obtaining the patronage of tlie I’rince do Conti, who 
had long known and esteemed his father, and by the prince’s 
means was introduced to Louis XV. wdio presented liim with a 
comctcy of dragoons. Soon after this I)’Eon was 2 )]accul in the 
office of Mons. Berticr de Savigny, intondaut of the Ceiiei-alite 
of Paris, where he gave gre^t satisfaction to Ids sujieriors, hy 
the. industry and talent ho disjd^iyod in the office, and gained 
considerable credit by one or two small publications on finam "- 

Ill 1757 he was emjdoycd, under the Chevalier Douglas, in 
transacting a negotiation of the most delicate and iuqjort.aiit 
nature at the co\irt of Petersburg, by whicli, after nuuiy yejii-s’ 
suspension of all intercourse, a reconciliation wa.s eHeelod be¬ 
tween the courts of Franco and Russia. After some years’ i-c- 
sidence at Petersburg, D’Eon joined his regiment, then serving 
under Marshal Broglio on the Rhine, and during the cajiipaigu 
of 1762 acted as aide-de-camp to that celebrated officer. Wlien 
the Duke di Nivernois came over to England as ambassadof, to 
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jiogotiate the peace of 17G3, D’Eon appeared as his secretary 
and so far procured the sanction of tlie Government oi‘ England 
that ho was requested to carry axir the ratification of the trc%ty 
between, the British court and that of .Versailles, inconsequence 
of which the French King invested him with the order of 8t. 
Louis. He had also behjaved, in the character of secretary, so 
much to the satisfaction of the Duke, that that nobleman, upon 
his departure for France., in May, 17G3, caused D’Eon to lie 
appointed minister plenipotentiary in his room. In October 
following, however, the Count de Giierchy, having arrived hcie 
as ainbassador from the court of Versailles, the chevalier received 
oixlers, or rather was requested, to act as a secretary or assistant 
to the new ambassador. ‘ This, we are told, mortified him to such 
a degree, that, asserting that the letter of recall which accqm- 
})anied it was a forgery, he refused to deliver it; and by this 
step drew on himself the censure of his court, On tliis, either 
with a A'iew of exculpating himself, or from a motive of revenge, 
he published a succinct account of all the negotiations in which 
ho had been engaged, exposed, some secrets of the French court, 
aud, rather than spare his enemies, revealed some things greatly 
to the pT'cjudice of his best friends. Among other persons veiy 
freely treated in this publication was the Count de Guerchy, for 
which D’Eon w'as prosecuted and convicted in the Court ol’ 
King’s Bench, in July, 17G4. . 

It w’as but natural that this conduct, should draw down the 
resentment of the court of France, and fihe chevalier either 
feai’ed or affected to fear the greatest* dan^r to his pers-ou. 
Reports were sjjread, very -probably by himself, that persons 
w'cro sent over here to apprehend him secaretly,. and carry him 
to Franc<‘. On this occasion he wrote four letters, complaining 
of these designs, as known to him. by undoubted authoritj'. 
The one ho sent to Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, the second to 
tliQ Earl of Bute, the third to l^rl Temple, and the fourth to 
Mr. Pitt j of these personages he requested to know whether, 
as he had contracted no debt, and bdiaved himself in all things 
as a dutiful subject, he might not first inan who should 

attempt to anrest him. 
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In Marcli, 17G4, he took a wiser step to provide for his 
safety, if there had been an;^ cause for his fears, by indicting 
the Count de Guerchy for a conspiracy against his life; but 
this came to nothing, and the cliovalier, not having suiTendered 
himself to the Court of King’s Bench, to receive judgment 
Jbr the li]>el on the Count de Guerchy, was in June, 17G5, de¬ 
clared outlawed. He,' however, still continued in England 
until the death of Louis XV. 

About the year 1771 certain doubts respecting his sex, which 
had been previously started at Petersburg, became the topic of 
conversation, and, as usual in this country, the subject of bet¬ 
ting; and gambling policies of assurance to a large amount 
were effected oh his sex, and in n75 more policies on the same 
subject were effected. In. July, 1777, an action was brought on 
one of these before Lord Mansfield. Tlie plaintiff was one 
Hayes, a sui'geon, and the, defendant Jaques, a broker, for the 
recovery of ^£700. Jaques having some time before received 
premiums of fifteen guineas per cent., for every one of which he 
stood engaged to return a hundred pounds whenever it should 
be proved the chevalier was a wom^. Two persons, Louis 
Le Goux, a sur^on, and De Morande, the editor of a French 
newspaper, positively swore tlmt .D^n was a wwnan. , The 
defendant’s counsel pl^ed.that tfie plaintiff, at the laying of 
the wager, was privy to the fact, and thence inferred the wager 
was unfair. Lord Maiisfieldj howevei', held that the wager was 
fair, but expressed his abhorrence of the whole transaction. 
No attempt having made to contradict the evidence of the 
chevalier being a woman, Hayes 'obtained a verdict with costs. 
But the matter was afterwards 'solemnly argued before Lord 
Mansfield, in the Court of King's Bench, and, the defendant 
pleading a late act of Parliament for non-payment, it was ad¬ 
mitted to benbinding^ by WlMi^decisipn all the insurers in this 
shameful tran^tkm wei^ depnved of their expected * gains. 
In ,^e meantime ^ who was, now universally 

gaided as a woml^ was by his enemies as having been 

an accomplice in these ^ihbhiig transactions, and a partaker of 
the plnnd^. In consequence of repeated attacks t>f this nature 
■ ■ ■ 26 
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lie left England in August, 1777, having previously asserted in 
a newspaper his innocence of the fraud, and referred to a former 
notice inserted by'him in the papirs of 1775, in which die had 
cautioned all persons concerned not io pay any sums due on the 
policies which had been effected on |he subject of his sex, and 
declared that he would ^ifetrovert tlio evidence exhibited on 
the above trial, if liis in^iber would give him leave to return to 
England. ' ^ 

On his return to Frlsncc, however, we find him confirming 
the rumours against him by assuming the female dress. In ex¬ 
cuse for this, we areftold that this was not a matter of choice, 
but insisted on by the French court, and*submittcd to on his 
part with much reluctance. 

When D’Eon returned to Frimce lie>ahowed no disposition to 
comply with the wishes or injunctions,of his royal master, but 
continued for some time to wear the niilitaiy uniform ; and it 
was not till after afi imprisonmetit for some weeks in the Castle 
of Dijon that the apprehensions of cdhsccpionccs still more un¬ 
pleasant, and on the other hand, a promise of most substantial 
marks of court favour, induced him to assume the female cha¬ 
racter and garb, which, having once adopted, h^ ever after con¬ 
tinued to support, maintaining Abe most inviolable secrecy on 
the subject of his sex, to the day of his.death. In consequence 
of' this compliance with the pleasure of-his court, the pension 
formerly granted by Lou^ XY. was continued, with permission 
to retain the cross of St./i*ouis; a most flitterjng, acknowledg¬ 
ment was made of past services^ civil and, nailitary; and the 
metamorphosed chevalier was even appoint^ io a situation in 
the. liousehold of the Queen,Of France. 

Tlie following incident will shoiy that his manners, in this 
now character, were fai- from ;being prudish. Jn company with 
several foreigners who were strangle^ Chevalier,*' said a lady, 
‘‘ ip the best of my remembpfdice.i When you were dressed like 
a'man, you had a very handsome leg/’—“ Parbleu! ” replied 
D’Eou, with vivadty, pi^g >^"hk petticoa^^ “if you are 
anxious to see it, here it is, v Were I to affirm,” added, he “ in 
-thie companyitthat I have loin with one hundr^ thousand men, 
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I should not assort an uiitnith : 1 havo lain with the French 
army, with the Austrian army, and ovoti Avith the Cossacks; 
hut, obsciTo, of all these, ndb one hfis anytliing to say against 
me,” 

In 1785, the Chevalier D’Eoii returned to England, and 
lived on his pension, of which he was at last deprived, in con¬ 
sequence of the French revolution. ■ In September, 1705, an 
advertisement appeared, in wliich D’Eon states, “That at th«‘ 
age of si:^ty-eight she embraces the Tcsoiirce of her skill and 
long'experience in the science of arms, to cut her hread vjiih her 
mvard, and instead of idly looking up for support from thosf! 
who In their prosp(}rity were her 2 'i’ofessed good frie.iuls, .slic 
relics on the hberality of Britons at large to jirott'ct an iniibr- 
timate woman of quality from the stings and an-ows of out¬ 
rageous fortune in a foreign land, and in the vale of years.” 
I’his was nothing more than benefits at the Pantheon ai^l 
other public jdaces where she exhibited her skill in fencing 
against the celebrated Monsieur St. George, Mr. Angelo, and 
seA'eral otlnu's in that art. 

This exhibition was not a source of much profit ; and bis 
pecuniary wants becoming every day more urgent, lie felt him¬ 
self necessitated to dispose 'of his valuable lilu’ary of b'.'oks; 
they'Were sold by the late Mr. Christie, at the Old Assembly 
Booms, Pall Mall. The MSS. brought (mormous priccts, a.s 
did also the various political tracts, scune of which were of the 
most, important and interesting nature. 

The Chevalier B'Eon died May 21, 1810, and was buried iu 
the church of St. Pancras on the 28th. Mr. Copeland, sur¬ 
geon, of Golden Square, opened the body, wlien all doulttn 
subsided as to the sex; which was discovered to be that ol' a 
jicrfect male. 


26—2 
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Peter Wilfiamson, 

Emnrkohle for hi^ Captivity OfUd Suffer!ny;s. 

'T^SE life of this unfrtTtiuiate rriaai cannot be better detailed 
than in his own "words; we shall therefore confine our¬ 
selves to a narrative of his adventures, published by himself 
after his return to this country in 1756. 

“1 was born,” says he, “within ten miles of Aberdeen, if 
not of rich, yet reputable parents, who supported me as mtII as 
they could, so long as they had nw' \inder their inspection ; 
but fatally for me, and to their great grief, as it proved, 1 was 
sent to live -with on aunt at Aberdeen, where, at eight j’^ears 
age, playing on the <tuay, with btliers of my companions, being 
ol‘ a robust constitution, I "was taken notice of by two fellows 
belonging to a v^^sel in the haibour, envployed by some of the 
v'nrtbj m(‘rchants of the town, in tlifit villainous practice called 
kidnapjung—that is, stealing young children from their parentsy 
and selling them as slaves in the plantations. 1 was easily 
cajoled on board the ship, where I was no^ sponer got, than 
they conducted me between the decks, to some others they 
had kidnapped. 1 had no sense of the fate destined for me,- 
and spent the time in childish aniusements with my fellow- 
suflcrers in the steerage, being never suffered to go upon deck 
whilst the vessel lay in harbour, whicli was till they, had got in 
their loading.'' ■ 

“ In about a month’s time tlie ship set sail for America. 
When anived at Philadelphia the captain had soon people 
enough who came to buy us. He sold us at £16 per head. 
What became of my companions | neiver knew, but it wiis my 
lot to.be sold for seti^ years, to ohe of my countr3nnen, ivho 
had in his youUi uirfergone the same fete a.s myself, hiring 
been,kidnapped from S|. jJohnstdhh. . , 

“ Happy -was my lot in falling into pay countryman’s powder. 
Ha-'.ipg no children of Ms own, and commiserating my cohdi-- 
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lion, ]ie took care of me till 1 was fit for business, and about 
the twelfth year of my age set me about little trifles, in v hicb 
state I continued till fourteenth year, when I Wios fit for 
harder work. Seeing my. fellow-sorA’ants oftem reading and 
writing, it excited in me an inclination to learn, which I inti¬ 
mated to my master, telling liim I should bo very willing to 
serve a year longer than the contract hy which I was bound 
obliged mo, if he would indulge mt^ in going to school; this 
he readily agreed to. At school, wliere 1 went eveiy winter 
for, five years, I made some proficiency. With this good 
uia?t(.T 1 continued till 1 w'as seventeen, when he died, and as 
a ipward for ray ser^e, left me two huiidreil pounds currency, 
which was tlien about one hundred and twenty pounds ster¬ 
ling, his best liorse, saddle, and all his apparel. 

“Being now my own ma.ster, I employed myself in jo})bing 
about the country for near seven years, when thinking .1 Imd 
money sufficient to follow some better, way of life, I resolved 
to Settle, and married the daughter of a substantial planter. 
My fatlier-in-law, in order to establish us in tlie world in an 
easy manner, made me a deed of gift of a tract of land that lay 
on the frontiers of the province of Pennsylvania, near the forks 
of Delaware, containing about two hundred acres, thirty of 
which were well cleared and fit f«)r immediate use, Avhenon 
was a good house and ham. The place pleasing me, I s<;ttlefl 
on itj and though it cost the major part of my money in 
Imying stock, household furniture, and implements, and hap])y 
us I was in si good wife, yet my felicity did not last long ; for 
in the year 1754, the Indians, who had for a long time iieforc 
ravaged and destroyed other parts of America iinmoh'sted, now 
began to be troublesome on tire frontiers of our proA'iiice. 'J’er- 
rible Averc the barbarities daily committed by the savages, and 
terrible indeed they proved to me as well as ipany others. On 
the fatal 2nd of October, 1754, my wife went from*home to 
visit some relations. ^ I stayed up later than usual expect¬ 
ing her return, great was my surprise and terror, when about 
eleven at night I heard the Avar-whOop of the savage.s, which 
may be expressed, Koachf woach, Ha, ha,^ hack, woach, and soon 



4od VKTER WILLIAMSON, 

found my Louse attacked Ly them. I flew to my chamLcr- 
window, and ‘})crc(3ived tlu^y were ,twelve in iiumLer. They 
making several attempts to come iii, 1 asked them wLat fliey 
wanted ? They gave no answer, Lut continued heating, and 
trying to get the door open. Knowing the merciless disposi¬ 
tion of those savages, and having my gun loaded, I dhreatened 
them with death if they did not desist. But fruitless arc; tlic 
efforts of oiU‘. man agjiinst sUch hlood-thirsty monsters as I had 
to deal with. One of them that could spc'-ak a little English, 
threatened, ‘ Tlu»t if I did not come out, they would hum me 
alive in the house.’ Tolling me farther, ‘that they were no 
Irieud.s to the Englisli, hut if I would surrender myself, they 
■would not kill me.’ My terror at hearing tliis cannot be ex- 
jiressed hy yvords, nor easily imagined by any person, unless in 
the same eonditioii. I clvpse to rely oh the uncertainty of 
their promises, rather than meet with certain death hy rej•'(•(,- 
ing tlu'm, and went out of the house ^ith my gun in my 
hand, not knowing whatT did^ Immediately tlie.y rushed on 
me. like tigers, and instantly disarmed me. Having me thus 
in their power, they bound me to a tree near the door • th(‘y 
then went into the house, and plundered or destroyed ovei y- 
thing in it, carrying off all they could; the rest,together with 
the house., which they set fire to, was consumed before my 
eye."?. ■ - 

“ The harbariaus, not satisfied with tins, set fire to my barn, 
stable, and oiit-houses, wherein were about two hundred bushels 
of Avheal, six cows, four horses, and five sheep. 

“Having thus finished.the execrable business, one of the 
monsters came to me wdth a tomahawk in his hand, thVeatening 
im; Avith tlm worst of deaths, if I ■woii^ld not go ■with them, and 
be contented with tbeii* way of living. This I agreed to, pra- 
mising to do every thing for them that lay in my power. They 
then untied me, and gaA^e me a great load to carry, under A\ducli 
1 travelled all that night oppreSvSed Avith the greatest anxiety 
lest my wife should likewise have fallen a prey to them. At 
daybi’cak, my infenial masters ordered me to lay doAvn my 
load, when, tying my 'hands again round a tree jrith a small 
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cord, they ibn ed the blood out at iny fingers’ ends. They then 
kindled a fire near the tree to which I wa,s bound, which iilled 
me with the most dreadful 4igonios, for I concluded lAvasgoing 
to be made a sacrifice to their barbarity. 

“ The fire being made, they for some time danced round mo 
witli various hdd motions, whooping^ holloing, and crying, as 
is their custom. Having satisfied themselves in this sort of 
niirth, they proceeded in a more tragical manner; taldng the 
burning coals, and, holding them to my face, head, hands, and 
feet Avith monstrous pleasure ; and, at the same time, threaten¬ 
ing to burn me entirely if I made the least noise. At length 
they sat round the fire'and roasted their meat, of which they 
had robbed Itny dwelling. When they had prepared it ^d 
f-atisfied their appetites, they offered ^(ome to me: though it 
may be easily imagined I had little ^ appetite^ to eat after the 
tortures I had undergone; yet I was forced to seem pleased, 
lest ))y refusing, they should'again reossume their hellish prac¬ 
tices. , ■ 

“ When the sun was set, they put out the fire and covered 
the ashes Avith leaves that the white people .might not discover 
any traces of their having been thjete. 

“ Going from thence along by the river Susequehana for six 
miles, loaded as before, we arrivM at a spot near the Apalatin 
mountains, or Blue Hills, wh^ they hid their plunder under logs 
of Avood. From thouebthey proceed^ to.a neaghhouring house, 
occupied by one Jacob Snider and his family, consisting of Ids 
Avife; five children, and a hw.'servant. They soon 

got admitt^ce, when, without the le^t rranorsc, they scalpo<l 
bpth parenis^and chaldron,; plundered the house of cA'crything 
moveable, and set ffro fo it, ^ poor'creatures meeting their 
final doom amidst: the flip:ies. 

“ Thinkmg the yotmg: nm would bo of service to them in 
carrying their plunder, , they spared his life, loaded him and 
myself with what they had got here, and again marched to the 
Blue Hills, where they stowed their goods as before. My fel¬ 
low-sufferer could not long bear the treatment whigh both had to 
suffer, and complaining bitterly to me of his being unable to 
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any i'iu tlier, I tried to console hini ; Init all in A'ain, 
or lu* still coiitiiuicd his moans and tears, wliicli one of the 
avagcs p<*rreiving, came up to if?, and witli his tomahaWk 
elled the unhappy umtli to the ground, uhcro they iinmc- 
liately scalped and left liim. 

“When provisions became swree, they made their way 
owards Husquehana j where, passing another house* inhabited 
)y John Adams, his wife and four children, and meeting with 
lo resistance, they* imihediately Scalped the unhappy mother 
nd her children before the oW man^s eyes ; then proceeded to 
mill and destroy his house, and eVciy thing in it. Having 
aved Avh.'it they tliought proper from the llamas? they gaA e 
lie old mail, foehle, and in the miserable condition he then 
raa, as u i-ll as myself, burthens to carxj', and/ loading them- 
pIvos with bread and m®at, pursued thair journey on towards 
li*‘ (treat Swamp, wbeTB th|^ lay for eight, or nine days, 
imetimes diverting themselv^ in • nxafcwint? tlie most bar- 
uron}? cruelties on th<.*jr ricii'm. One night after he 

ad been thus tormented, whilst we'Were sitting together, 
ondoling each other at the mitjpiies we differed, twenty-five 
ther Indians arrived, bringing with th^ twenty scalps and 
hree prisouei’s, who had fallen, into their hands in Oannoeo- 
gge, a small town near ihe river Susquehana, chiefly inhabited 
y the Irish. These prisoners gave ns ^me shocking accoimts 
1‘ the devastations oommitted lii.tlieir parts- Thw party, wlio 
ow joined ns, hid it hot,.I fotriad, in their power lo begin 
leir wickedness as soon ,at.’those who visited "my habitation; 
le first of their tragedi(« lielM the/O^ber, 1724, 
when John Xjeivis, with,and thW cldl4r€m,'feU saori- 
fi(‘es to their cruelty, and we^ pijeeiibly and murdered j 
his house and all he posi^i^d .beihg Immi On the :28th, 
Jacob Miller, with his wi|^ and.sijrof hit.family, with every¬ 
thing on Ills jdantation, uhderwi^t, ^le same £i^ ' On the 
30th, the house, mUl, ha^ of esitl^'two teams 

of horses, and eveiy thing beloa^hjg to tlm.iihappy, George 
Folke, met with the like treatment; himselj^ wife. a&d'oH ^ 
family, nine in number, hriag inhnmahly 'Soji^^/ilien cut na 
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])iec<>h, and given to the swine, which devoured them. A suh- 
h^antial trader belonging to the province, having business tliat 
< nllo«t liini some miles up 4he country, fell into the hands of 
thesej devils, who not only scalped him, but immediately 
roasted him befoi'e lie wrfs dead ; then like cannibals, for want 
of other food, ©at his whole body, and of his head made m hat 
they called an Indian pudding. 

“ The three prisoners that were brought with these adtli- 
tional forces, contrived at last .to escape; but being far from 
their own settlements, and not knowing the wmntry, were soon 
afterwards met by some othetti of the tribes and brought back. 
I'hc poor creatures were no sooner in the clutches of the bar- 
hariaub, thaft two of them wew tied to a tree, and a great hre 
made round them, where they I'emained till they were terribly 
.scorched and burnt; ndien one of the'villains, with his scalping 
knife, ripped open th^ir bellfes, tbtdc out their entrails, and 
luinit them before their'^yes, whilst the others were cutting, 
piercing, and tearing the dash from their breasts, hands, arms, 
and legs, with red hot irons, till th^ vere dead. The thinl 
victim was reserved a few hours longer, to be, if possible, sacri- 
ticed in a mor© cruel manper; his arms were tied close to hib 
body, and a hole being dug, d^ep enough fur liim to stand 
upright, he was put and earth rammed and heat 

in, all round l)is body up'to h**’ fhen scalped 

him, and there fet 'him remaiil fbr three or four hum’s, in the 
greatest agonies; after which the^'ma^e a small ,fire near his 
head, cau^g liim to sufer taojft osseruciating torments, whilst 
the poor creatui?o wtild only «3fy for mercy in killing liim inune- 
diat^y, for his Ibitdns wore hpiiing in hie head ; inexorable to 
all his pUants, tliOy oontinnoi the wldlst, shocking to 
behpUl his ^ee Inshed ottt of their sodeete; and such toi- 
ments did theltnlm.ppy.<i^«irt^ stdferfhr near two hours, till 
he ijms quite diMl. iSey then eut oil his head and buri'Ml it 
with the other hjodies > task being to dig the graves, which, 
feeible add terrifbd aa«I wtis, the dr^ of suiS^g tlie same 
dhte enabled n^e to do^' ^ 

** A great unonff now felling, the barbarians were fearfid tlm 
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])00|)le .slionlJ, hy iluMi traces, iiiid out their ivln,its, 
winch obliged them to luuko the best- of their way to their 
■ivinter quartoTS, two hundred fai'thor from .my planta- 

tifiiis, when*, after a painful journey, being almost staived, I 
.aiTU ed with this iiiferni),! crOW. 

“As soOn as the Rnow was gone, and no traces of theii’ foot¬ 
steps could bo perceived, they set forth on their journey 
towards the,back-pai’fcs of l^cnnaylvania, leaving their ■a\ ivI's 
and children behind in, t^ieir wigwams. They wore now a 
forniidahlo hody, amounting to near one hundred and tifty. 
uMy duty was to caryy wat they thought jiropcr to load me 
uith, hut tlicy never intrusted mi* with a gun. ,We march<>d 
on several days# almost fiwniahed i^orwant of provfkioiis; 1 h.ul 
nothing but a few stalks of coin, whioh‘1 was glad to eat dry • 
not did tho Indians drew near tlie 

])lunlation,s they were to kill game, lost their gun ^ 
'hoiild alarm the inhabitant?. ' , . 

“ When we again arrived ^it ihe BlnelliUs, Wo oneamjied Jm 
lliK'c days, though wo had neithetr tcntig nor auy thing else to 
defend us from the air. ‘ ' , 

“ During our stay hero, a cot^)jll of VaS In Id, when it 
AMIS agroed to divide themselves into companies of about. 
tA\ (uity each; after wh^ evmy' (Jtaptain niapclied Avith In i 
pai-ty where he thought pl^r. I still belonged to my ohl 
masters, hut Avas left behhld SlO*imtams with ten 

Imliiiiis, to stay till the return. 4 

‘‘ Hero I began to i^odi^ pn itoy escape j and, though I 
' Ixiieu ,lho countiy ronrid, I',yory*<5fUtimis pf ginng the 

least suspition of my inJWnl^^ine,. fitbiir^Ver, the <hhsd d«y aft<T 
tlie grand body had left thon^i^ .proper to 

A hit tlie mPtmlains, in search pf Itsavihg fue bound in- 
ouch a manner tluot J <^oulll not At h%ht> when they 

reliiineri, h.iving iinboatsl tkie, dowia together to 

.slipper, and soon afteJP t|iiiy,o(mi.p?fi(led tlieui^Ves^ tO< rest, I 
now tried various ways to’eoe wliethfii'it was'* scheme to prove 
my intentions ; but, after making a floise, aitd "walhing about, 
sometimes touching them with my feet, I found there was no 
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fallary. I rusoh rd to get oue of their guns, aud, if discovered, 
to die in my defence rather than be taken. For that purpf^e T 
made \ arious c fforts to get *one from under their heads (when* 
they always secured tlioija), bpt in vain. So 1 was compelled to 
sot forward, naked and defenceless as 1 was. 

“ I had not proceeded, far when I was struck with ten’or at 
hearing the wood cry, Jq-Jmh / Jo-hau / which the savages I had 
just left were making, acopmpaniod with most hideous bowlings. 
The more my terror increased, tlie faster did I push on and, 
seal cc knoAving where I trod, drove throu^i the woods with the 
utmost precipitation, falling and bruising myself and cutting jny 
foot and legs against the stones in a misemjle irjahiicr. llnl, 
flint and m.'limod as J was, 1 continued my flight till break of 
(lay, when, ■vrithout'anj'thing to sustiwu ns.ture but a little corn, 
1 ('ie])t into a hoilow two, in whitdi 1 very snug. But my 
i('j)()s(‘ was in a few hours destroyed at heaiing the voices of the 
.savagi's near tlio place whop© I Was hid, threatening how tlu'y 
ould use me if they got me again. However, they at last left 
the spot, and I remained in‘ my asylum all that day, without 
further molestation. 

“ At night I ventured forw«y?d**again, The third day J con¬ 
cealed myself in like manner, and ap night I tinvcllcd on in the 
same deplorable condition, .But how shall I describe the shock 
that I felt on the fourth n^ht, ydlien, hearing the nistling 1 
made among the Indians, that laid round a 

small fire, which I did hot started from the ground, 

and, seizing their arms, tan from the iirfe otnoogst the woods. 'J’(* 
my great joy I was, relieved by a pWJtel of liwine that mtide to¬ 
wards th(^|)lac6 whdrel ^ttes«(^the to be, who, on seeing 

. the’hogs, Conjectured tl^f'w^'sJlItJahad been occasioned by 
them, and returned’the $re\aiMl, lay down to deep as before. 
Assoopa as I p^eived'my Wesrdes «o dtenoeed of, I pursued my 
journey, and dlicrwaif# ^.dbwn under a great log, Jud* slept 
till about nocm, wM^''g|piting‘ up, t reached the summit of a 
great hill, a&<i, locldng OUt if I could spy any habitations of 
, white people, to my joy I saw some, which I guessed, to 
‘ be about ten milet distance. 
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“ This plt!a!>uro was in some nio.'vsurc abated Itv not boinja 
able to get among them that niglit. Next moniiiig I < ontiiiued 
my journey towards the nearest Olearotl lands I had seen the 
day before, and about four o’clock iu the afternoon arrived at 
the house of an old acquaintance. What was my anguish and 
trouble when, on inquiring for my dear wife, I found she had 
been dead two znoitilis! 

“ Now retumed, and being oiicc more at liberty to pursue my 
own inclinations, I was persuaded by my friends to follow some 
emidoyment or other ; but the plantation from whence 1 was 
taken, though an exceedingly good one, could not tempt me to 
settle on it again. 

“ Into a regiment immediately under the" command of 
Colonel Sldrley was it ttiy lot to be jplaced for three years. 
This regiment wna intended for tlio frontiers, to dj'stroy the 
forts erected hy the French, ns soon as it should be completely 
furnished with mms, at Boctop, in New England, wliere it 
was ordered for that purpose. Being then very weak and in- 
tirm of body, though possessed of my usual resolution, it was 
thought advisable to leave me tpr two months in winter quai - 
ters, at the end of which, being recruited in strength, T set out. 
for Boston, with some others, to join the regiment, and, aftei- 
eroBsing the river Delaware, we arrived at New Jersey, anil 
from thence proceeded to Boston, where wc arrived about the 
end of Mardi. 

“ In this city we lay till the let of July, during all which time 
great outrages and devastations ware committed by the savages 
ill the back paits of the province, one instance of which, in 
pailicular, 1 shall relate, as being ooncenied in rewarding, ac¬ 
cording to desert, the wicked authors of it. 

“Mr. Joseph Long, a gentletoaa of large fortune iu tliose 
parts, had foimeriy been a great wanior among the Indians, 
and frequently joined in espeditions With those m. our intiu est 
against the others. His many exploits and great influence weii' 
too well known to pass unrevenged by the sav^s. A^ord- 
ingly, in April, 1756, a bedy of them came down'on his planta¬ 
tion, about thirty miles from Boston, and,’ isbillang in the 
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wooils for soiuo timq, at last seizeil an opportunity to attack liis 
lioiise, in which unhappily proving successful, they scalped, 
mangled, and cut to piec^s»the unfortunate gentleman, his >vife, 
and nine servants, and th$n made a general conflagration of his 
houses, and everything he possessed, with the mangled bodies, 
“Terrified at this inhuman butchery, the people of Boston 
quickly assembled.themselves, to think of proper measures^ to 
l)e revenged on these monsters. Among the flrst_ of those who 
offered themselves to go against the savages was Mr. James 
('rawford, who was then at Boston. ‘ 

“ As I had been so long among them, antf was well acquainted 
with their manners and customs, and vath their skulking places 
in the woods* 1 was'recommended to. him for his expedition, 
lie immediately applied to my .officers, and got liberty for me, 
“Being armed an^‘|iirpvided, we^i^tened forward for Mr. 
Long’s plantation on thh 29th of April; and, afterHravelling 
by the most remote and intricate paths through the woods, a r¬ 
rived there on the 2nd of May, .dubious of succ(}ss, and almost 
despairing of meeting with the savages, as we had heard no¬ 
thing of -them in our march. In the afternoon, some of our 
men being sent to the top of a hill to look out for them, per¬ 
ceived a great smoke 'in a part of the low” grounds. This >ve 
rightly conjectured to proceed from a fire made by them. M’e 
accordingly put ourseh’es in onler, and marched fonvards, re¬ 
solved, let their number be ;jrhat it might, to give them battl(>. 

“ Arriving within a mife of the place, Captain Crawford, 
whose anxiety made liira quickpr-sighted than the rest, soon 
}>erceived them, and guessed their ^number to be about fifty. 
Upon this we halted, and secreted oura^ves, as well as we 
could, till midnight, at which time, supposing them to be at 
rest, we divided bur Jneii into two divisions, fifty in eacli, ami 
marched on, when, coming udtbin twenty yards of them, the 
captain fired his giim^ which was immediately followed by both 
divisions in suc<^ion, who instantly, rusJiing on them with 
bayonets fixed, killed every mail of them. 

“Great as our joy was at this sudden victory, there u'as no 
heart ainong us, but was ready to melt at the sight of an un- 
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happy yoimg lady, whom our cajjiain was to havo l)ccn mar¬ 
ried to. 

“ Her tender body and delicate liftibs wore cut, bruisful, and 
tom with stones’and boughs of trees, as siio had been (b agged 
. iilo^ng, and all besmeartid with blood'' 

“ The account she gave df their disastrous fate, besides what 
I have already nTentioned, wjis, that the savages had no sooiK'r 
seeh all consulted, than they Imnded off with Ikt and Iku- 
brother, pushing and sometimes dragging them on, for four or 
live miles, when they stopped; and stripping her nalcc'd, 
treated her in a slicscldng manner ; whilst others were stripping 
and cruelly whipping her brothen After Avhich, tliey pursued 
thi'ir jouriK'.y, regaidless of tlie entreaties of this wtijtched pair; 
hut, with the most infernal pleasure, laughed at the calamities 
and ^stresses they had Brought thorn to and saw them suffer, 
till they arrived at the place where wo found tlieiii: where 
they had that day hutchered her beloved brother in the follow¬ 
ing execrable manner : they first scidped him alive, and, after 
mocking his agonizing groans for some hours, rij)]>ed (»pen his 
bell}’, into whicli they put splinters and chips of i)imi-treos, and 
set fire thereto ; the same (on account of the tni'pentimnvhere- 
witli these trees abound) burned with great quickness and fury 
for a little time, during wliich he r(anained in a manner alive, 
and she could sometimes perceive him to move his head and 
groan : they then piled a quantity of wopd round his body, 
and consumed it to ashes. 

“Thus did these baxbamiis put an end to the being of this 
unhappy young gentleman, who was only twenty-two years of 
ag<».. She continued her relation by aeqimintihg us, that the 
next day was to have seen her perish in"^tlie like manner, after 
suffering woi*se than even such a terrible death.” 

After this expedition, Williamson again joined his regiment 
at’ Oswego, where he continued till it was captured by the 
Frencli in August, 17§6, when the French,'and Indians in their 
interest, committed the most. heart-rending barbarities and 
cnielties. , ' ' 

Williamsutn was one of the persons taken prisoners at Os- 
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wego; aii<I was in November, 175G, broiiglit frtmi America to 
Plyiuoutli under n flag of trace; where in about four numtlis 
subsequent to his ariival, ]|o was discharged as ineaiiablo of 
liirthtu- service, occasioned by a wound in his left hand. 

Ih- then published a narrative of his sufferings, but neither 
llu* htraug{‘, vicissitudes of’his fortune, chequered with 
uuconimon calamities, nor the good intention of his narrative, 
could protect him from the resentment of some merchants of 
Aljerdeen, where he went in quest of his relations; because, in 
th(' introduction to his narratives^ he had noticed the manner 
in which he luid been illogiilly hurried away on board ship, and 
.,f)]d for a slave. Tor that publication he was imprisoned, 350 
(•ojnes of his Book (the only means he had of obtaining his 
sustt'iiance), wore taken from him, and his enlargement only 
granted him on Ids signing a paper, disclaiming two or thre(‘ 
pages of his book. However, as he soon after found a f(‘W of 
ids i'<datives, ho got aff daviW proving ho was the person talcen 
away as mentioned in tho narnitivo. 

TJie precise period of Williamson's death'is uncertain, 
exldbited Idmself in Loudon in 1760 and 1761, habited in tin* 
dres.s of a Delaware North American Indian, as represented in 
the accompanying portrait. ‘ * 


M&dain Teresia, 

• > 

The Corsican Fairy , ' 

T his attractive little specimen of the human species, better 
known by the designation of the Corsican Fairy, was 
born in the Island of Corsic^^ on the mountain of Stata 
the year 1T43 : at the time of her being shown in London, m* 
October 1773, she was “then only thitty-four inches high, and 
w'eighed but twe^ty^ podnds. „ Sn^iiriiig littleness 
made a strong hnpressit^ at right, on thejapeciatorT' 
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jjiiiid ; nothing ilisagrecahle, either in poi',s<jn or conversation, 
was'to ho found in her, although many of nature’s productions 
in miniature are often so in both. Her form afforded a pleasing 
suiprise; her limbs were exceedingly well proportioned, her 
admirable symmetry engaged attention; and upon the whole 
she was acknowledged to be a perfect beauty, ^he was pos¬ 
sessed of much vivacity and spirit; could speak Italian and 
French, and gave the most iiirpiisitive mind an agreeable enter¬ 
tainment ; in short, she was tlm most extraordinary curiosity 
ev('r Iniown. or ever heai^d of in history; and the oui-ious in 
all countries whei'c she ^vas shown, pronuiincc’d her to be the 
linest display ol' human nature in miniature they evtw saw’. 

Ai vvliat tim<‘, or place, Madame Teresia died is unknown. 


THE END. 


i. C, HOTtBg, PICV’ADiU.vi 



